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ABSTRACT

This study attempts to investigate the educational
policy and activities of the Dutch Reformed Church Mission
in Zambia from 1899 to the time it handed over to the
government its primary_schools and the only secondary

school, Katete, in 1975.

The Afrikaners of South Africa have for long been
associated with racial discrimination and oppression of the
black people. It is interesting to ascertain why and how
members of the same people, now in the name of the Dutch
Reformed Church, pursued policies that were intended to
enhance African advancement through education. Secondly,
bibliographic inquiry does not reveal any previous
comprehensive inquiry into the educational work of the
Dutch Reformed Church in Zambia. It has been a neglected
area of study and this makes the study not only significant
but even more so urgent and imperative if we are to fairly
assess the contribution the church has made to the

educational development of the country.

Chapter One centres on the geography and population
of the Eastern Province; the cultural, social, economic
and political position of the people in the area on the eve

of the arrival of the church and the brief history of the
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origin of the Dutch Reformed Church and its activities in

Central Africa.

Chapter Two makes an inquiry into the education
policy of the church. The origins of the policy are
discussed in relation to the motherwbody in the Orange
Free State. A further investigation is made to ascertain
the relevgnce and suitability of the policy to the local

conditions.

(// Chapters Three and Four attempt to make an assessment
and comparison of the policy set and what actually went on
in the field, And Chapter Five discusses the establishment
of a secondary school at Katete. This, to a large extent,
represented a change of policy for the church. The church
had previously believed in providing only elementary education

to the people.

The study concludes with an evaluation of the
educational work of the church and finds out if it managed to
establish a local church which would be self-supporting,
self-governing and which could expand from its own inner

strength as was its ultimate aim.
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NOTE ON SOURCES

The documentary record of the Dutch Reformed Church
Mission in Zambia is sparse. A large number of valuable
documents which would have been of help to thé study, were
transferred to Bloemfontein in South Africa. \It is believed
that most of these documents were written in Afrikaans,
8 language I do not know, A research visit to Bloemfontein
was not possible for reasons which perhaps need not be

elaborated.

Furthermore, it is believed in church circles that,
on the eve of their departure for South Africa in 1970,
the white missionaries, out of frustration and disappointment,

destroyed a large amount of varied and valuable documents.

It will be noted therefore that the production of this
dissertation depended largely on the files in the National
Archives of Zambia and on the collection of the University
Library. Admittedly, I managed to get some useful notes from
the few remaining archives of the church in Katete and personal
interviews with some old teachers and scholars of the church.

I was unsuccessful in getting clearance for a research visit
to Nkhoma Mission in Malawi, where considerable material of
interest to the early years of the Dutch Reformed Church

Mission in Zambia would have been consultede.
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Nevertheless, I trust that though based on iﬁcomplete
sources, my study is essentially accurate and provides the
most comprehensive account of its subject to have been
prepared thus far. I would welcome the efforts of later
scholars with better access to the mission's records than

I have been gble to achieve.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE SETTING, AND THE ORIGIN OF THE MISSION

CHURCH IN CENTRAL AFRICA

This chapter attempts to give an outline of the geography
of the Eastern province and its population from the sarly modern
period, around 1910. It also endeavours to give a brief
history of the origin of the Dutch Reformed Church in Central
Africa with its base in South Africa. The church's first
encounter in Zambia was with the Ngoni, hence the need to
give a short cultural description of the Ngoni then and show
how ana for what purpose the British authority was established

amongst them.

Geography and Population

Zambia with an area of 753,000 sqs km. is made up of
nine provinces (see map 1, p. 2). Eastern province borders
Malawi in the east and Mozambique in the south, and Luangwa
river provides a natural boundary in the west with Central
and Northern provinces. The province is generally a plateau
with isolated highlands. The plateau stretches continuously
from lake Malawi in the east to Luangwa river in the
west and from Isoka in the north to Zambezi river in the
south. Luangwa river with its tributaries Lutembwe,
Lundazi, Msahdire, Nyimba and many other smaller streams

form the major drainage system.1
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Eastern province covers an area of A9,10A sq. km. and
is made up of six districts namely Chadiza, Chama, Chipata,
Katete, Lund;zi and Petauke, each with its Boma or district
administrative centre. Jumbe, Nyimba and Sinda are sub-
district centres. Chipata is the provincial administrative
headquarters, The province is linked with the rest of the
country by the Great East Road and by weekly air services.
The province is an agricultural area mainly growing maize,
groundnuts, cotton and tobacco and rearing cattle. It is

also famous for its game reserves in the Luangwa valley.2
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The peoples found in the province are: the Senga who
are chiefly settled in Chama district;  the Tumbuka in
Lundazi; the Chewa who are the largest single group found in
north~eastern part of Chipata, Chadiza and Katete; the Kunda
mainly in Jumbe area west of Chipata; the Ngoni around Chipata;
the Nsenga covering Petauke and Nymba areas; and the Ambo
who are a small population along the southern Luangwa valley

(see map 2, p. 5).

In 1912, East Luangwa which was made up of Ft. Jameson,
Lundazi and Petauke districts had an estimated population of
147,487, It should be noted that the mentioned districts
covered lafgg areas. Lundazi covered the present Chama and
Lundazi districts. Ft. Jameson covered the present Chadiza,
Katete and Chipata districts and Jumbe sub-centre, Petauke
covered the present Nyimba and Sinda sub=-centres and Petauke
district. By 1935, however, Eastern province had an estimated

population of 245,000.°

More reliable figures became available in 1963, with the
first full census of the African population. However, the
19A9 population census was better supervised and covered the
country more effectively. The returns for this census gave
a national population of 4,054,000. Eastern province alone
had a population of 509,515 spread over Chadiza 32,221, Chama
30,887, Chipata 148,458, Katete 80,614, Lundazi 92,247 and

Petauke 124,884, It was estimated in 1979 that the population






