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         ABSTRACT 

Worldwide trends in illicit drug trafficking show that there has been an upsurge in drug 

trafficking. Illicit drug trafficking in Africa, particularly in Zambia has for sometimes been 

known to be a male dominated activity (DEC News, 2005). Current experiences however, 

have shown that drug trafficking and abuse is not entirely dominated by males (ibid).  

 

The purpose of this study was to examine the factors influencing women involvement in drug 

trafficking in Zambia. Main objective was to examine the factors that influence women 

involvement in drug trafficking, (1) To determine gender specific vulnerabilities that expose 

women to be involved in drug trafficking. (2) To investigate perceived socio-economic 

benefits motivating women to engage in drug trafficking. (3) To examine the demographic 

factors associated with women involvement in drug trafficking. (3) To identify cultural 

factors that influence women involvement in drug trafficking in Zambia.  

 

This study was important to a number of stakeholders due to the sensitive nature and negative 

effects of illicit drugs in the society. The study used a descriptive research design and primary 

data used, was collected using self-administered questionnaires and structured interviews 

from a target population of 183 male and female respondents in the selected provinces of 

Lusaka, Central, Eastern and Copperbelt Provinces. 

 

It was found that vulnerability, trustworthiness especially in women, desire for a luxuriant 

life, neglect by family, lack of awareness of consequences and low education levels influence 

both men and women to get involved in drug trafficking. The gender cultural believes of 

society also contributed to drug trafficking. The level of education and lack of formal 

employments was established as part the reasons to problem of drug trafficking. 

 

It was recommended that more focus in empowering women and some men economically 

could help in reducing the risk of involvement. Education should also be the focus and 

campaigns against bad society cultural practices must be encouraged. The laws against drug 

trafficking be strengthened to deter new entrants and impart fear in the current practitioners 

as a way of mitigating the problem, the capacity at the Drug Enforcement Commission 

(DEC) be enhanced and more sensitisation be done against drug trafficking 
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DEFINITION OF TERMS 

 

Drug Trafficking Refers to “the possession of an illegal drug as such as Cocaine, 

Heroin, Mandrax, Marijuana and Cannabis”.     

 

 

Gender   Refers to “the social construction of female and male identity”. 

 

 

Recidivism Refers to “the act of a person repeating an undesirable 

behaviour after they have either experienced negative 

consequences of that behaviour, or have been treated or trained 

to extinguish that behaviour. It is also a state of committing 

crime again or   re-offending even after undergoing some sort 

of punishment or incarceration for earlier crimes committed”.    

   

 

Self Esteem Refers to “one’s ability to feel worthy of living, accepted by 

others and being”  

 

 

Social Cultural values Refers to the “beliefs and practices that are held and practiced 

in society”.   
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CHAPTER ONE: BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 

1.0 Introduction 

 

This is a study on drug trafficking in Zambia and focuses on examining the factors 

influencing women and men involvement. The chapter analyses the problem statement and 

background information pertaining to the factors influencing women and men involvement in 

drug trafficking. It also gives the background information pertaining to the extent of drug 

trafficking in Zambia over the past five years. The escalating prevalence of drug trafficking is 

discussed in terms of response by various stake holders such as women who have  since been 

convicted and are currently serving their sentences in prison, Prison Authority, Magistrate/ 

High Court Officials, Drug Enforcement Commission officials, and last but not least, the 

Police.  

1.1 Study Background 

 

Drug trafficking is a prosperous deviance common to most modernized society. For the 

purpose of this dissertation, drug trafficking is defined as any production or movement of 

illicit drugs whether at international or intra-national level, the city level, or direct selling to 

users. Drug trafficking may also be conceptualized as any transfer of drugs from one 

individual to another individual within the drug chain (Desroches, 2001). Drug trafficking is 

a sophisticated crime which requires much thought and planning. Although it might not be as 

complex as computer hacking or safe breaking, it nonetheless requires many organizational, 

interpersonal, and entrepreneurial skills. Generally, whenever drugs are prescribed by 

qualified medical personnel they are intended to save lives of many people worldwide 

through curing of different types of diseases. 

 

For instance, medical use of Heroin is used in acute pain conditions such as severe physical 

trauma/injury, post-surgical pain, myocardial infarction (commonly known as heart attack) 

and chronic painful conditions such as cancer pains of end stage cancer while Cocaine is a 

powerful nervous system stimulant. Its effects can last from fifteen to thirty minutes, to an 

hour. Cannabis has been used to reduce nausea and vomiting in chemotherapy and people 

with Human Immune Virus (HIV) and Acquired Immune Defence Syndrome (AIDS), and 

also to treat pain and muscle spasticity and lastly but not the least, Mandrax (Methaqualone) 

is a depressant that increases the activity of the receptors in the brain and nervous system. 
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When activity is increased, blood pressure drops and the breathing and pulse rates slow, 

leading to a state of deep relaxation.  

 

These properties explain why methaqualone was originally mainly prescribed for insomnia. 

Additionally, Miraa/Khat is a plant from which the leaves and stem are used as a recreational 

drug and as medicine. As a recreational drug, the leaves and stem are chewed by people in 

East Africa and the Arabian countries to elevate ones mood (as a euphoriant) and medicine, 

khat leaf is used for depression, fatigue, obesity, stomach ulcers, and male infertility. It is also 

used to lower the need for food and sleep, decrease sexual desires, and increase aggression 

(Inciardi and Harrison, 1998; Ross, 1991).  

 

These drugs have an addiction effect on patients and this has led to non-medical use, which 

has resulted in abuse of the same drugs in the society. Consequently, most countries in the 

world have banned the non-medical use of these drugs and are distributed as controlled drugs.  

They are only allowed as prescription drugs in hospitals and pharmacies for instance 

diazepam popularly known as valium. 

 

In Zambia, Cap 96 under the law provides that (As amended by Act No. 13 of 1994): 

a) Any person who traffics in a narcotic drug or psychotropic substance shall be guilty of 

an offence and shall be liable upon conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 

twenty-five years. 

b) Any person who, without lawful authority, has in possession or under his control any 

narcotic drug or psychotropic substance shall be guilty of an offence  and shall be liable 

upon conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twenty-five years. 

c) Any person who, without lawful authority, cultivates any plant which can be used or 

consumed as a narcotic drug or psychotropic substance, or from which a narcotic drug or 

psychotropic substance can be extracted, shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable 

upon conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twenty-five years. 

d) Any person who, without lawful authority, takes a narcotic drug or psychotropic 

substance by smoking, injecting into his body, sniffing, chewing, drinking or otherwise 

administering such drug or substance shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable upon 

conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twenty-five years. 
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The law against narcotic and psychotropic substances in Zambia is enforced by the Drug 

Enforcement Commission (DEC) established under the Dangerous Drugs (Forfeiture of 

Property) (Special Organisations) (Drug Enforcement Commission) Regulations, 1989, and 

continues as if established under this Act. No. 13 of 1994. 

 

The abuse of these drugs is through smoking, in case of marijuana and cocaine, chewing, 

drinking and through injection. Further, there is good financial benefit that arise by 

trafficking in such drugs and this factor seem to encourage many people to get involved into 

drug trafficking. Hence, this has led to a number of social, economic and political problems 

in most of the countries around the world (Drug Enforcement Commission - DEC News, 

2003). Several countries have complained of drug trafficking and abuse for some time and 

the scourge still seems to be increasing. 

 

According to DEC News (2005) drug trafficking in Africa, particularly in Zambia has for 

some time been known to be a male dominated activity. Further, it stated that hypothetically, 

this has been because an African woman is stereotyped; in this case she is not exposed to the 

world beyond her home, however, current experiences particularly in Zambia have shown 

that drug trafficking and abuse is not entirely dominated by males. This is evidenced by a 

number of Zambian females recently arrested both in and outside the country for trafficking 

in hard drugs such as cocaine, heroin, cannabis and mandrax. 

 

A paper submitted to the Parliamentary Committee on National and Foreign Security in 

Zambia in 2010 entitled “Drug Trafficking-Involvement of Women “reported that the number 

of women getting involved in drug trafficking had drastically increased. The paper explained 

that more and more women were venturing into drug trafficking. For instance, The Post News 

Paper of Monday March 7, 2011 reported that the arrest of two women in Pakistan for drug 

trafficking brought the total number of women arrested for drug trafficking in the last two 

years to 47. During this same period, The Times of Zambia News Paper also reported that 

another woman was arrested in Ethiopia on the same charge. The DEC Annual Report for the 

year 2010 showed that 434 women between the ages of 17 to 35 were arrested for drug 

trafficking in Zambia. These frequent arrests of women who involved themselves in drug 

trafficking alarmed women’s groups and civil society who expressed concern and displeasure 

at the increasing number of Zambian women getting arrested outside the country for drug 

trafficking.  
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The implications of drug trafficking in Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) 

region as already noted is alarming and counter measures must be put in place (DEC News, 

2005). Further, it had become imperative for regional integration in fighting illicit cross 

border drug trafficking not just for the moral and ethical consideration of a society repulsed 

by drug usage but the Gender Based Violence (GBV) that accompany these crimes. 

 

According to DEC News (2005) inadequate control measures in most African countries has 

facilitated the abuse of psychotropic substances diverted from licit distribution channels. It is 

further stressed that in many African countries that are emerging from conflict and civil 

strife, drug abuse continues in particular among child soldiers and despite significant 

achievements, Africa remains a weak link in international drug control. 

 

On the other hand, according to DEC News, (2005), in the last three decades, Zambia has 

seen a charismatic revolution by women movements advocating for equal rights of women 

with their male folk, some sort of changing social, economic and cultural condition. At the 

same time, there seems to have been a number of cases being reported in the media reports 

and stories particularly indicating an escalating number of Zambian women involved in drug 

trafficking (Drug Trafficking-Involvement of Women, 2010).  This gradual change of culture 

as shown above has to some extent exposed women to organised crime and trafficking (ibid). 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

 

Worldwide trends show that there has been an upsurge in drug trafficking (Nations 

International Drug Control Programme [UNDCP] (2000). According to UNDCP (2000), the 

drug business alone made a turnover of US$ 500 billion per year in the late nineties, of which 

close to 20 percent was laundered and was used as legal investment. It further argues that the 

trend almost doubled at the beginning of the 21
st
 Century. The drug trafficking situation in 

Africa also increased dramatically. A report by United Nations (2009) showed that several 

countries in Africa had registered a number of drug trafficking incidences. The report further 

contended that most of the drug trafficking incidence could be said to be the dark side of the 

periodical 2010 World Cup and Africa Cup of Nations tournaments. 
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According to Siulapwa (2010), ever since drug trafficking first came into the limelight in 

1985 when some 25 prominent Zambian males were detained on charges of trafficking in 

Zambia, the problem had become persistent. A report by African Recovery (1998) showed 

that 80% and 75% of the Zambians arrested abroad in 1996 and 1997 respectively were 

women. A recent report by DEC (2011) indicated that about 359 women were arrested 

between January and December 2010. In 2009, 126 females were arrested (Appendix J). This 

clearly shows that the problem of drug trafficking by women is emerging as a recent 

phenomenon. 

 

According to DEC (2010), there has been a changing trend in preferences of whom to use to 

courier drugs. It has been indicated that some time back a number of disabled people were 

being used, the trend changed to young girls and then adult women between the ages of 20 

and 40 years. It further argues that women are easy targets for drug barons who themselves 

do not come in contact with the drugs because they portray less suspicion and they are most 

hit by economic hardships.  

 

Drug trafficking has serious effects in any society. The exposure of children and adults to 

dangerous substances such as cocaine, heroin, marijuana and others may lead to breakdown 

of social and cultural values besides the health costs and fatal incidents associated with their 

use (Mulenga, 1998). The risk of death is even higher for women drug traffickers who 

attempt or are forced to conceal the substances by swallowing or inserting them in their 

virgin, (ibid). Many of such couriers of drugs, who succeed in carrying the drugs from one 

place to another, risk dying on operating tables when removing the concealed drugs from 

their bodies. The DEC Annual Statistical Report (2010) reported that drug trafficking 

generally breeds an atmosphere of lawlessness and damages the reputation of the country. 

Furthermore, according to (ibid), the impact of drug trafficking on women may include 

psychological effects, stigma from society and the family, and health risks, which sometimes 

end into death. 

 

Currently, apart from worrying about the danger of drug trafficking and its effects on the 

society, government, civil society organisations, church organisation (CSOs), faith based 

organizations (FBOs), institutions or agencies responsible for curbing drug trafficking and 

many other interested parties have expressed their concern over the growing number of the 

women folk  being used or  involved in drug trafficking.  
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Different sectors of the society and other concerned parties have their own perceived reasons 

on why women folk have been involved and used in drug trafficking especially as couriers 

(DEC Statistical Annual Report, 2010; Anti Corruption Commission, 2005; Mulenga, 1998). 

The government and other relevant authorities have been striving to put up measures to 

address this problem such as arresting and prosecuting of perpetrators. However, despite such 

efforts the trend and the number of women involved in drug trafficking still seems 

astonishing and continues to be an alarming problem that needs to be effectively addressed.  

Therefore, this research endeavours to examine factors that are influencing women and men 

involvement in perpetuating drug trafficking.  

 

Figure 1 analyses the problem using a model of dependent and independent variables. The 

model determines that vulnerability, low education and trustworthiness especially in women 

are highly likely to influence women involvement in drug trafficking and the participants are 

motivated by low investment required, good economic status obtainable, pleasure arising 

from the use and the good business connections that come with trafficking.  
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Figure 1: Analytical model of the problem - showing the factors influencing drug trafficking 

among women in Zambia 

 

 

 

Source: Author, 2014 

 

1.3 Main Objective: 

 

The main objective of this study was to examine the factors influencing women involvement 

in drug trafficking in Zambia.  

1.4 Specific Objectives: 

 

The specific objectives were: 

 

1.4.1 To determine gender specific vulnerabilities that expose women to be involved 

in drug trafficking 

1.4.2 To investigate perceived socio-economic benefits motivating women to 

engage in drug trafficking  

Women 

involvement in 

Drug Trafficking 

Social/Demographic 

Characteristics:    

- Education level - 

Employment level  

Vulnerability 

- Poverty 

- Extreme desperation 

- Quick financial 

benefits 

- Inadequate knowledge 

on consequences of drug 

trafficking 

 

 

 

Cultural factors ( e.g 

Less likely to arouse 

suspicion and 

considered trustworthy) 

Motivating Factors 

- Good economic status 

- Less Investment 

required 

- Pleasure 

- Good business 

connections 
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1.4.3 To examine the demographic factors associated with women involvement in 

drug trafficking 

1.4.4 To identify cultural factors that influence women involvement in drug 

trafficking in Zambia.   

1.4.5 To make recommendations on how to prevent women involvement in drug 

trafficking 

1.5 Research Questions: 

 

 The following were the research questions that guided this study: 

 

1.5.1 What are the gender specific vulnerabilities that expose more women to be 

involved in drug trafficking? 

1.5.2 What socio-economic factors motivate women to be involved in drug 

trafficking?  

1.5.3 What demographic factors are associated with individuals involved in drug 

trafficking? 

1.5.4 What cultural factors influence women involvement in drug trafficking?  

1.6 Rationale of the Study 

 

Drug trafficking by women has emerged as a recent phenomenon in Zambia, and the scourge 

is showing no signs of abating. Despite this problem, there are no substantial studies that 

have been done to examine the factors that influence women and men involvement in the 

vice. Furthermore, organisations such as DEC that are tasked to address the problem of 

involvement in drug trafficking in Zambia seem to lack information and institutional capacity 

to identify and address this problem.  

 

This study is therefore important because it will highlight the main factors that lead women to 

get involved in drug trafficking. It is envisaged that the findings of the study will provide 

policy direction to government and help organisations that look into the plight of women to 

find alternative ways of earning an honest income. Further such information would assist the 

country in coming up with policies and laws that will prevent women from getting involved 

in drug trafficking.   
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1.7 Scope of the Study 

 

This study is a case of selected provinces in Zambia namely Lusaka, Eastern, Central and 

Copperbelt Provinces.  
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CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.0 Introduction 

 

This chapter reviews relevant literature to the study. The literature presented is specially 

designed to align to the problem of concern. It includes discussions on drugs and drug 

trafficking, drug trafficking from a global perspective, motivation for drug trafficking, 

personality factors and the role of women in the scourge, the legal framework against drug 

trafficking, drug trafficking in the Zambian context and a review of similar studies. The 

chapter concludes with a conceptual framework of the study. 

2.1 Drugs and Drug Trafficking 

 

The most important attribute of narcotics is their capacity to reduce pain (most of them 

contain morphine), but bring about a profound feeling of wellbeing or euphoria. It is this 

feeling that is in part responsible for the psychological drive of certain persons to obtain and 

self-administer these drugs on a regular basis. 

 

 When taken in large doses narcotics have the capacity to induce tolerance (whereby a larger 

and larger dose is required by the body to achieve the same effect), and ultimately 

psychological and physical dependence, or addiction results. Probably the most well known 

narcotic is heroin.  

 

There are four basic types of drugs.  

a) Sedative-hypnotics. These drugs include barbiturates, such as Mandrax and 

benzodiazepines such as Valium (diazepam) and Librium, which have a tendency to 

reduce anxiety and induce sleep. 

b) Stimulants. These substances are commonly produced from the coca plant and include 

cocaine, "speed" and "crack" (a highly addictive smokable form of cocaine). They have 

the effect of heightening alertness and reducing fatigue.  

c) Hallucinogens. They include lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD) as well as 

Phencyclidine (PCP or "Angel Dust"), which are derived from the peyote cactus. Its 

effects vary, for example, LSD produces a sense of detachment and euphoria, intensifies 

vision, and often leads to a crossing of senses (colours are heard, sounds are seen).  

d) Cannabis. The Cannabis Sativa plant is both the source of marijuana and hashish.  
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The leaves, flowers, and twigs are crushed to produce marijuana or dagga; its concentrated 

resin is called hashish. Both drugs are usually smoked. These drugs bring about a state of 

relaxation and accelerated heart rate. Marijuana and hashish are not thought to produce 

psychological dependence except when taken in large doses. Critically, its effects on children 

can be quite severe. 

 

The World Drug Report (2010) defines Drug trafficking as a global illicit trade involving the 

cultivation, manufacture, distribution and sale of substances, which are subject to drug 

prohibition laws. UNODC was continuously monitoring and researching global illicit drug 

markets in order to gain a more comprehensive understanding of their dynamics. At current 

levels, world heroin consumption (340 tons) and seizures represented an annual flow of 430-

450 tons of heroin into the global heroin market. Of that total, opium from Myanmar and the 

Lao People's Democratic Republic yielded some 50 tons, while the rest, some 380 tons of 

heroin and morphine, was produced exclusively from Afghan opium. While approximately 5 

tons was consumed and seized in Afghanistan, the remaining bulk of 375 tons was trafficked 

worldwide via routes flowing into and through the countries neighbouring Afghanistan (Ibid). 

 

The Balkan and northern routes are the main heroin trafficking corridors linking Afghanistan 

to the huge markets of the Russian Federation and Western Europe (World Drug Report, 

2010). The Balkan route traverses the Islamic Republic of Iran (often via Pakistan), Turkey, 

Greece and Bulgaria across South-East Europe to the Western European market, with an 

annual market value of some $20 billion. The northern route runs mainly through Tajikistan 

and Kyrgyzstan (or Uzbekistan or Turkmenistan) to Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation. 

The size of that market was estimated to total $13 billion per year (Ibid). 

2.2 Drug Trafficking: A Global Problem 

 

The last quarter of the twentieth century saw a major explosion of drug trafficking in the 

world. The Southern African region was not spared from the scourge of this international 

drug problem. The drugs that were of major concern in the Southern region were Cannabis, 

Cocaine, Heroine, and Methaqualone (Mandrax). The Annual Interpol Report of (DEC, 2010) 

showed that the Southern part of Africa had become the hottest spot for cocaine trafficking in 

the world. Whereas, cannabis remained a major issue of concern throughout Africa, 

trafficking and abuse of Cocaine, Heroin and Amphetamine-Type Stimulants was on the rise 

in many countries in the region.  
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A report by the International Narcotics Control Board [INCB] in 2001 called on African 

Governments to give a higher priority to addressing the drug problem in their countries. 

Drugs are a growing problem in many countries of the region. Africa continues to be a major 

source of the Cannabis found in illicit markets in the region or in Europe. The government of 

Zambia, for example, seized 182 tons of Cannabis in 2003 whereas only 30 tons were seized 

in 2001 and 2002 (DEC News, 2005).     

 

The World Drug Report by United Nations (2004) estimated that during the period 2001 and 

2003, 185 million people, equivalent of 3 percent of the global population or 4.7 percent of 

the population aged 15 to 64 were using drugs. These estimates indicate that cannabis was the 

most widely used substance close to 150 million, followed by the Amphetamine-type 

stimulants (ATS), about 30 million people for amphetamines, primarily methamphetamine 

and amphetamine, and 8 million for ecstasy. Slightly more than 13 million people used 

cocaine, and 15 million use opiates including 9 million who were taking heroin. However, 

according to the United Nation Drug Control Programme (UNDCP) (2004), the 1950s drug 

abuse was a rather uncommon phenomenon. It argues that drug abuse was a faceless, 

underground problem that did not produce much media attention and was an industry that did 

not generate the exceedingly large profits as seen today. From this period onward, drug abuse 

has soared with international drug cartels and multi-billion dollar profits, which have driven 

the trade. It also showed that while the majority of illegal drugs are consumed in 

industrialized nations, drug addiction is no longer a rich nation’s problem or poor man’s 

affliction (UNDCP, 2004; UN, 2004). It is now seen as crossing national, ethnic, religious, 

and class and gender lines.   
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Figure 2 further shows global drug production of Cocaine, ATS, Heroin and Cannabis for the 

years 2008, 2009 and 2010. 

 
Figure 2: Global drug production in tons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011. 

 

According to the UN (2003), drug trafficking is a major international problem and argues that 

no country however remote and robust its democracy was immune to the adverse 

consequences of abuse and trafficking. Among the reasons cited for this acceleration in drug 

trafficking were improved transport and communications, which make it easy for drug 

traffickers to transport the drugs and transact via electronic machines. This accelerated trade 

was seen to have contributed to an estimated $ 400 billion per year illicit drug trade by the 

year 2003 (UNDCP, 2004). Crusader (2007) argues that more and more women, including a 

growing number of college students, are venturing into drug peddling. Some are in search of 

quick money to augment their lavish lifestyle while some have simply taken over the trade 

from their men. Further, according to statistics with Delhi Police in India, 97 women drug 

traffickers were arrested in the national capital in 2006 as compared to 84 the year before. In 

2004, 54 women were caught for the same crime. The figures indicated a sharp increase of 

over 50 percent in the past two years. Over 30 women drug, traffickers had been arrested that 

year.  

 

Deputy Commissioner of Police (Narcotics) announced that, “The continued and persistent 

involvement of women in drug trafficking was a cause for concern. Their incarceration could 

have disastrous consequences on the physical and mental health of their families, especially 

their children.” The Deputy Commissioner of Police also said that drug operators would 

earlier use women as carriers as they were less likely to arouse suspicion.  
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However, some women, the more independent-minded ones, were involving themselves to 

earn quick money to afford life’s luxuries. These women belong to the middle class; the 

upper class and they were also educated. Some involved themselves because their husbands 

or men folk were involved in the trade, some to augment the family income and some 

because they were addicts or their spouse. “Most women in drug trafficking belong to 

families that have been involved in this trade for years. The women take charge after the men 

are either arrested or forced to flee,” The Deputy Commissioner of Police added.  

 

Most of the arrested women were part of a larger family based organized drug trade. They 

usually operated from the relative safety of their homes. Furthermore, the Deputy 

Commissioner said most of the women were arrested for smuggling or selling heroin, with 

the contraband being usually arranged for by the men in the family. Their customer base was 

stable and new customers were entertained only through reference from existing customers. 

Some women drug addicts were used as lookouts for keeping an eye on police presence and 

to ferret out information about possible police raids in the area. They were offered free drug 

doses for their services. The Delhi Commissioner of Police admitted that Delhi Police lacked 

the numbers to keep a check on the growing women peddlers or think about their 

rehabilitation. The Deputy Commissioner of Police further observed that there were 

fortunately few cases of children and female teenagers being involved in the trade and it was 

necessary to create awareness about the dangers of drug abuse through television and 

newspapers. Previously Delhi Police arrested a woman drug trafficker with two male 

accomplices with heroin worth Rs.50 million. The number of male drug traffickers arrested in 

2004 was 1,570. It rose to 1,724 in 2005 and 1,797 in 2006. In 2007, it went to around 215 

female drug traffickers who had been nabbed. 

 

In the past three years, the number of foreign women detained for drug trafficking had more 

than doubled. This was starkly evident in Sao Paulo’s Carandiru jail where, as well as the 

Brazilian inmates were, there were more than 400 women from more than 60 countries. Many 

risked their freedom for sums of money ranging from $3,000 to $13,000 certainly less than 

what the drug traffickers could make. In the years 2005, 2006 and 2007 in money terms, the 

offences of drug trafficking by foreign women involved a total sum of $ 8,000 (BBC News- 

last updated on Monday at 00:45, 21st December2009). 
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Drug traffickers used the opportunities presented by the changing global economic 

environment to enlarge their activities and expand their markets. They were highly mobile, 

and employed the latest communications technology and moved their money around the 

world electronically. The consequences of this type of increasingly organized trafficking are 

severe; systemic crime and violence which was becoming endemic. While for traffickers, 

efforts to corrupt public officials and attract new generations to the drug trade helped to 

protect them from attack. 

2.3 Drug Seizures 

 

In 2008, global heroin seizures reached a record level of 73.7 metric tons (World Drug 

Report, 2010). Most of the heroin was seized near the Middle East and South-West Asia (39 

per cent of the global total), South-East Europe (24 per cent) and Western and Central Europe 

(10 per cent). The global increase in heroin seizures over the period 2006-2008 was driven 

mainly by continued burgeoning seizures in the Islamic Republic of Iran and Turkey (Ibid). 

In 2008, those two countries accounted for more than half of global heroin seizures and 

registered, for the third consecutive year, the highest and second highest seizures worldwide, 

respectively (Ibid). In 2007 and 2008, cocaine was used by some 16 to 17 million people 

worldwide, similar to the number of global opiate users. North America accounted for more 

than 40 per cent of global cocaine consumption (the total was estimated at around 470 tons), 

while the 27 European Union and four European Free Trade Association countries accounted 

for more than a quarter of total consumption. These two regions account for more than 80 per 

cent of the total value of the global cocaine market, which was estimated at $88 billion in 

2008 (Ibid). 

 

Figure 3 shows the seizures of heroin as a percentage of the world total and kilograms 

equivalent for 2009. Additionally, Figure 4, the pie chart, further shows the distribution of 

heroin consumption by region, 2009 (375 metric tons). 
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Figure 3: Seizures of Heroin as percentage of world total and in Kilograms equivalents 

 

 
 

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011 
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Figure 4: Distribution of heroin consumption by region, 2009 (375 metric tons) 

 

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011 

 

In the North American market, cocaine was typically transported from Colombia to Mexico 

or Central America by sea and then onwards by land to the United States and Canada (World 

Drug Report, 2010). Cocaine was trafficked to Europe mostly by sea, often in container 

shipments. Colombia remains the main source of the cocaine found in Europe, but direct 

shipments from Peru and the Plurinational State of Bolivia are far more common than in the 

United States market (Ibid). Figure 5, shows the main global cocaine flows in 2008. 
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Figure 5: Main global cocaine flows, 2008 

 

 
 

Source: UNODC World Drug Report 2010 

 

Following a significant increase over the period 2002-2005, global cocaine seizure totals 

have recently followed a stable trend, amounting to 712 tons in 2007 and 711 tons in 2008 

(World Drug Report, 2010). Seizures continued to be concentrated in the Americas and 

Europe. However, the transition from 2007 to 2008 brought about a geographical shift in 

seizures towards the source countries for cocaine (Ibid). The Figure 6 and 7 shows the 

seizures of cocaine as a percentage of world total in Kilograms, its distribution in 2009 and 

estimates of the amounts of cocaine consumed in 2009 in Figure 7. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/WDR-2010.html
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Figure 6: Showing seizures of cocaine as a percentage of world totals in Kilograms 

 

 
 

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011 

 

 
Figure 7: Distribution of Global Cocaine Seizures in 2009 

 

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011 
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Figure 8: Estimates of the amounts of cocaine consumed (440 tons in 2009) 
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Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report, June 2011 

2.4 Motivation for Drug Trafficking 

 

Since the emergence of the crack markets in the 1980s, there has been extant research on 

drug selling (Agar, 1973; Levitt and Venkatesh, 2000; MacCoun and Reuter, 1992; Reuter, 

MacCoun, and Murphy, 1990; Waldorf, 1973) and more recently female involvement in drug 

sale activity (Anderson, 2005; Fagan, 1994; Jacobs and Miller, 1998; Maher, 1997; Maher 

and Daly, 1996; Maxwell and Maxwell, 2000).  

 

When examining women’s participation in the cocaine economy in New York City in the late 

1980s, Fagan (1994) offers two factors as relevant to understanding women’s participation in 

the drug trade specifically. First, Fagan explains that beginning in the 1970s economic forces 

led to higher poverty concentration among women, which had an adverse effect on their 

economic status and families. Second, changes in the street drug markets occurred with the 

emergence of crack cocaine, producing new avenues and opportunities for women’s 

involvement in drug selling and distribution markets, that is, while drug selling was a male-

dominated activity, the emergence of crack markets afforded women greater opportunities to 

participate in the drug trade, albeit at low income levels compared to male counterparts. 

Furthermore, women’s increased use of drugs created a reliance on illegal incomes to support 

their drug use during times of shrinking labor markets and rising unemployment levels 

(Fagan, 1994). 
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Drug dealers have numerous reasons for entering the drug trafficking business. Among the 

reasons previously stated, starting a criminal business is generally easier since less 

investment is needed (Akerstrom, 1985, p. 51). Different sociological theories are available to 

partially explain motivations to traffic drugs. In 1938, Merton extended anomie theory as the 

disjuncture between goals and means, which he postulated would increase deviance 

(Williams and McShane, 1993, p. 94). His proposition of innovation as a mode of adaptation 

to anomie is applicable to drug selling. Using this concept, an individual still wants to 

achieve goals but would reject the normal means for achieving these goals in favour of a 

deviant means (drug selling). Furthermore, Merton (1968) offers a similar and related theory, 

differential opportunity theory, which hinges on the fact that individuals have differentials in 

access to legitimate and illegitimate avenues to achieving their goals (Williams and 

McShane, 1993, p. 133). Lastly, many individuals explain their entry into the drug world as 

an opportunity created through business connections (Desroches, 2001). The motivation to 

continue selling drugs is again due to various factors. Among the reasons previously stated in 

describing drug trafficking recidivism, arrests of major dealers occur relatively infrequent and 

are the result of longwinded and sophisticated investigations by the police (Desroches, 2001).  

 

In terms of sociological theories, social learning theory suggests that pleasurable experiences 

in drug dealing activities make repeating these behaviours more likely. Through operant 

conditioning, the good social feelings, such as acceptance within their social circle and status 

achieved in dealing drugs serve as positive reinforcers to continue the drug selling habit. 

Despite its illicit nature, drug trafficking remains a very profitable practice in the eyes of 

many. Drug trafficking is a complex crime (especially at the international smuggling level) 

requiring much thought, planning, organization, and social connectedness. 

 

Drug dealers are diversified in nature, but usually progress through common stages in 

becoming higher-level traffickers. Women’s role in drug trafficking is commonly thought as 

being of subordinate nature although certain researchers propose that some of their female-

type characteristics actually facilitate their role as drug dealers. Finally, motivation to enter 

the drug scene is partially explained using Merton’s differential opportunity theory while 

social learning theory offers a hypothesis in explaining the motivation to continue. 
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2.5 Personality Factors and the Role of Women in Drug Trafficking 

 

According to the Commerce Gazette (2011), the idea of women trafficking and abusing drugs 

was an anomaly among Zambian women. Further it stated that it was saddening to learn that 

there has been an increase in the number of women involved in drug trafficking. Therefore, in 

view of the above, this section looks at society’s expectation for women and men, in relation 

to their gender roles. Feldman (1996) defines Gender as “the sense of being male or female or 

the perception of maleness or femaleness related to our appropriate behaviour for men and 

women”. Gender roles are the set of expectations, defined by a particular society, that 

indicate what is appropriate behaviour for men and women, (Feldman, 1996). 

 

If men and women’s gender roles were equivalent, they would have only minor impact upon 

our lives. However, expectations about men and women differ significantly, which in turn 

may result in favouritism towards members of one of the sexes (Ibid). Gender roles may also 

produce stereotyping, judgements about individual members of a group based on their 

membership in that group (Ibid). People in western society hold particular well-defined 

stereotypes about men and women, and those stereotypes prevail regardless of age, economic 

status, and social and educational background. Men are more apt to be viewed as having traits 

involving competence, such as independence, objectivity, and competitiveness.  

 

In contrast, women tend to be seen as having traits involving warmth and expressiveness, 

such as gentleness of others’ feelings (Ibid). Because our society traditionally holds 

competence in higher esteem than warmth and expressiveness, the perceived differences 

between men and women are biased in favour of men (Ibid). Feldman (1996), further states 

that what’s more, cross-cultural research finds remarkable similarity in the content of gender 

stereotypes in different societies. For example, a twenty-five – national study identified a 

core set of descriptors that were consistently used to describe men and women (William and 

Best, 1990).  

 

Women were seen as sentimental, submissive, superstitious, while men were seen as 

adventurous, forceful, and independent (Table 1). 
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Table 1: Descriptive Adjectives for Men and Women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Williams and Best (1990) 

 

The extent of gender stereotyping is illustrated by the results of large-scale surveys designed 

to gauge the attitude of men and women. One survey found that when women in their first 

year of college were to name a probable career choice; they were much less likely than men 

to choose careers that have been traditionally male-dominated, such as engineering or 

computer programming (Glick, Zion, and Nelson, 1988; CIRE, 1990). Women also hold 

significant lower expectations than men about their entering and peak salaries (Major and 

konar, 1984; Martin and Shehan, 1989). These expectations reflect the reality that, on 

average, women earn 70 cents for every one dollar the men earn. In addition, women who are 

members of the minority group are even worse off.  

 

African-American women earn 62 cents for every dollar men make, while Hispanic women 

earn just 54 cents for every dollar men earn (U.S. Bureau of Labour Statistics, 1993). 

 

 
Some Items Associated with Males 

 

Active                       Daring                     Initiative                       Robust 

Adventurous             Determined             Inventive                       Rude 

Aggressiveness         Disorderly               Lazy                              Self-Confident 

Ambitious                 Dominant                Logical                          Serious   

Arrogant                    Egotistical               Loud                             Severe 

Assertiveness            Energetic                 Masculine                     Stern 

Autocratic                 Enterprising            Opportunistic                Stolid 

Clear-Thinking         Forceful                   Progressive                   Strong 

Coarse                       Hard headed           Rational                         Unemotional 

Courageous               Hardhearted            Realistic                        Wise 

Cruel                         Independent            Reckless 

 

Some Items Associated with Females 

 

Affected                     Dependent                Gentle                          Soft-hearted 

Affectionate               Dreamy                     Mild                            Submissive 

Attractive                   Emotional                 Sensitive                     Superstitious 

Charming                   Fearful                      Sentimental                Talkative 

Curious                      Feminine                  Sexy                            Weak 

 

 

 

 

 



24 

 

One of the most pronounced differences between men and women is their degree of 

aggressive behaviour. By the time, they are two years old, boys tend to display more 

aggression than girls do, and this higher level of aggression persists throughout the lifespan 

(Hyde, 1994; Maccoby and Jacklin, 1974). Although the difference is not great in terms of 

physical aggression, there are also differences in terms of aggression that produce 

psychological harm to others.  

 

Further, women experience greater anxiety and guilty about their aggressiveness than men 

and more concerned about its effects on their victims than men are (Eagly and Steffen, 1986). 

Men generally seem to have higher self-esteem than women, although the size of the 

difference is not great (Stein, Newcomb, and Bentler, 1992). Moreover, men’s and women’s 

self-esteem is based on different factors. Women’s self-esteem is influenced to a larger extent 

by their perception of their sense of interdependence and connection with others. In contrast, 

men’s self-esteem stems from their assessment of their unique characteristics and abilities, 

traits that help them to distinguish themselves from other people (Joseph, Markus, and 

Tafarodi, 1992). Men and women also differ in how positively they view their own abilities. 

In general, women evaluate themselves more harshly than men (Beyer, 1990).  

 

Furthermore, women and men offer different estimates of the probability of their success on 

future tasks. For example, one survey of first year college students compared men’s and 

women’s views of whether they were above or below on a variety of traits and ability. The 

results were that more men than women thought they were above average in overall academic 

and mathematical ability, competitiveness, and emotional health. Nigerian women were part 

of the evolving human and international hard drugs trafficking business between 1980 and 

2008. The economic and social disequilibrium in the country contributed to their 

involvement in the malaise (Tribune, 2005:10). Human traffickers recruited females and their 

male counterparts, who they trafficked out of Nigeria through some strategic exit locations 

and areas in the country such as airports and border posts. Similarly, women were used as 

couriers of hard drugs for the international markets. The Champion, 2004 reported that a 

former minister of communications in Nigeria was involved in a drug cartel that specialized 

in the use of oil drums in ferrying hard drugs across Nigeria’s borders.  
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The cartel recruited some females for the purpose. They were disguised as traders but were 

actually couriers of hard drugs. Narcotic operatives of the National Drug Law Enforcement 

Agency (NDLEA) on a routine surveillance along the Nigeria-Benin border once intercepted 

a lorry conveying mostly women, and following a check on the tins, discovered that there 

were scraps of drugs neatly wrapped in cellophane bags and concealed in the tin so foil 

(Champion, 2004, p.34). Further investigations revealed that the alleged kingpin in the palm-

oil business was a former communication minister in Nigeria. The suspects claimed they were 

ignorant of the contents of the tins of oil, as their own business was to hand over the 

consignment to a buyer in Cotonou as well as collect money meant for foil (Champion, 2004, 

p.34). The NDLEA remarked that: then drug war facing the NDLEA is that of barons who are 

mostly retired military and police personnel. These are being fingered as the brains behind 

the thriving of the trafficking business, as they now resort to using the services of innocent 

villagers, especially market men and women who are willing to enter into trading partnership 

with these barons but quite ignorant of the fact that they are being used as carriers 

(Champion, 2004, p.34). 

 

Further, in June 1999, officials of the NDLEA arrested a 35-year-old woman over an alleged 

attempt to export 660 grams of cocaine through Seme border (New Nigerian, 1999, p.19). 

The then Western Zonal Commander of the NDLEA said, the suspect was arrested in the 

baggage section of the departure wing of the border post after successfully clearing other 

security checks to cross into the Republic of Benin. He also said that the cocaine, in 102 

wraps, was neatly packed in a black polyethylene bag and held casually under the suspect’s 

armpits she attempted to pass through the baggage section (New Nigerian, 1999, p.19).  

 

When the woman was intercepted, she claimed the bag contained foreign currencies but after 

intense interrogation, she admitted that a childhood friend in Bangkok sent the hard drug to 

her. It was later discovered that she was merely a courier working for a cartel (New Nigerian, 

1999, p.19). Moreover, thirteen drug suspects, including a 51-year old woman and two 

Togolese were arrested by the NDLEA at the Murtala Mohammed International Airport, 

Ikejain Lagos in November 2003. A total of 11,480kg of cocaine and 4,710kg of heroin were 

seized from the suspects. According to Punch 2008, females had gradually emerged as strong 

forces in the drug trafficking business in Nigeria. Like hard drugs trafficking, women were 

also exploited in the human trafficking business. 
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The beginning of the phenomenon in Nigeria in the modern times has been traced to the 

1980s when the country and several others on the African continent experienced economic 

crises. Some sources indicate, “It seems that the first cases of women whole fit Nigeria to 

come to prostitute themselves in Italy dates back to the end of the 80s and beginning of the 

90s. At that time, it was mature women, often widows or separated with children who were 

principal victims” (Prina, 2003, p.30). It later expanded to involve young women.  

 

Both human and hard drugs trafficking witnessed huge involvement of females from the 

1980s up to 2008. Careful observations indicate that there are either hard drug trafficking 

business from the late 1990s up to 2008 was contemporaneous with the increase in the global 

human trafficking trade. The consequence of this development was that more females were 

subjected to victims and couriers of trafficking than ever (Ekerette, 2009).  

 

A thorough scrutiny of the record of the National  Drug  Law  Enforcement  Agency  

(NDLEA-Nigeria)  indicated  that  age  and  sex determined to a large extent the scope and 

success of the trafficking business in the late twentieth century and early twenty-first century 

(Ekerette,2009;NDLEARecord,2008). The source also indicated that many of the victims 

rescued from traffickers confessed that they were forced to smuggle hard drugs across the 

West African sub-region as well as to Europe and America as part of the trafficking networks 

(Ekerette, 2009; Babatunde, 2009; Momoh, 2009). Women’s role in then narcotics trade was 

also directly connected to psychological issues related to sex exploitation.  

 

For instance, attempts were sometimes made to make victims drug users before they were 

sold on to the consumer markets, primarily in Europe and America as well as in the transit 

regions. A study indicated that then narcotic networks promoted addiction among prostitutes 

so that pimps and traffickers could easily exert control over them (Swanstrom, 2007, p.13; 

Nigerian Tribune, 2005, p.0). 

 

Moreover, the socio-biological make-up of women could easily be exploited by trafficking 

networks for the movement of hard drugs from one place to another. A study indicated that 

barons recruited women who were willing to use any part of their body for trafficking 

purposes (Swanstrom, 2007, p.13; Nigerian Tribune, 2005, p.10).  
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Official reports are replete with cases of female suspects who concealed hard drugs in their 

vagina or anus (Nigerian Tribune, 2005, p.10). Apart from swallowing or concealment in 

containers, drug couriers (traffickers) sometimes used their shoes and other accessories to 

ferry drugs across international borders. 

 

They connived with shoe manufacturers to manufacture shoes that would enable the 

substance to be hidden in them. Sometimes, they used insulator soles, which rendered results 

of electronic searching devices negative. A research observed that women’s penchant for 

fashionable shoes made them easy targets for the testing of various trafficking methods and 

strategies (Champion, 2000). 

 

There has been much controversy concerning women’s role in drug trafficking. Some claim 

for example, that women experience the same kind of relative success as men (Mieczkowski, 

1994). Others suggest that “…social and relational skills and qualities which tend to be 

assigned to women in a demeaning way by some drug researchers and male drug dealers, 

may be key resources in forming and operating illicit drug businesses” (Denton and 

O’Malley,1999, p. 520). Additionally, it is suggested that female dealers are reputable for 

supplying a reliable product as opposed to common male drug practices of “ripping people 

off” (Denton and O’Malley, 1999, p. 521).  

 

On the other hand, some suggest that male prefer to work with other men and that they view 

women as lacking essential characteristics such as aggressiveness and violentness 

(Steffensmeier, 1983, pp.1013-15). Their participation is usually mediated by boyfriends or 

other male individuals. They occupy subordinate roles such as “steerers” (Maher, 1997, p. 

88) which can be justified by the ‘institutional sexism’ present in the illicit economy 

(Steffensmeier, 1983). Some reply that women may use threats of violence or use other 

individuals to deploy their violence (Denton, O’Malley, 1999, p. 523), but their credibility is 

nonetheless never as seriously honored (Campbell, 1993, p. 143). 
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2.6 The Legal Framework against Drug Trafficking 

 

In many countries, drug smuggling carries a severe penalty, including the death penalty (for 

example, China and Singapore). In 2010, two people were sentenced to death in Malaysia for 

trafficking 1 kilogram/2.2 pounds of cannabis into the country. On March 30, 2011, three 

Filipinos were executed by the Chinese government for drug trafficking. In the USA, Federal 

law states that first time offenders be sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonment 

averaging 1 to 3 years (Ibid). These sentences have become more noticed in recent years. 

Drug trafficking is widely regarded as the most serious of drug offences around the world. 

However, sentencing often depends on the type of drug (and its classification in the country 

into which it is being trafficked) and where the drugs are sold and how they are distributed; 

for example if the drugs are sold to or distributed by underage people, then the penalties for 

trafficking may be harsher than in other circumstances (Ibid). 

 

A practical example from eNews showed how a South African woman was executed in China 

towards the end of 2011 for drug smuggling.  According to eNews, it was reported that J. 

B.L, 35, from KwaZulu-Natal, was arrested in November 2008 for smuggling three kilograms 

of crystal methamphetamine. On a Monday morning J.B.L had been executed, after being 

allowed to say goodbye to her two sisters. J. B.L had exhausted all possible appeal processes. 

Justice spokesperson told Beeld Newspaper that the department had made several pleas to 

the Chinese government to spare her life. The Department of International Relations and 

Cooperation confirmed that J.B.L's ashes had been given to her family. Residents of the 

Durban suburb of Wentworth, where J.B.L lived, expressed shock at "the callous killing" 

yesterday and spoke of protesting against her death (Ibid). 

 

In another case, Rick Dewsbury (2011) cited Chinese women about to be executed for drug 

smuggling. Exhibit 1 and 2 shows a young woman sitting cross-legged on the ground 

laughing playfully as she is fed a Lychee. Nevertheless, just hours - and in some cases 

minutes - after the pictures were taken, the women were led into a concrete yard and 

executed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment_for_drug_trafficking
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment_in_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis_(drug)
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Exhibit 1: Inmates about to be hanged death for drug trafficking in China 

 

Source: Rick Dewsbury 2011    Source: Rick Dewsbury 2011 

Facing death with a smile: Right is Miss D.D trying on an outfit for her to wear before her 

execution. Left, a female police officer feeds a Lychee to condemned drug dealer D. D the 

evening before the execution. Exhibit 3 below shows a woman choosing execution outfit: 

Miss X tries on a black top, as she felt the white top made her look fat. Another death row 

inmate looks on with her feet in shackles.  

 

Exhibit 2: Inmates having their last meal before being put to death 

 

Source: Rick Dewsbury 2011 
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Exhibit 4 below is another picture showing a parade as an example: Miss X is in front of the 

queue as 16 other convicts are walked in front of members of the public to the execution 

ground.  

 

Exhibit 3: Drug trafficking inmates being taken to hand to death 

 

Exhibit 4 

Source: Rick Dewsbury 2011 

2.7 Drug Trafficking: The Current Situation in Zambia 

 

Drug trafficking in Zambia is a serious offence as one can see under section 6 of Chapter 

96: the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act which provides as follows: “Any 

person who traffics in a narcotic drug or psychotropic substance shall be guilty of an offence 

and shall be liable upon conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twenty-five 

years”. The law gives wide discretionary powers of imposing punishment especially for first 

offenders. Trafficking under our law is defined by section 2 (ibid) as “unlawful buying or 

selling of narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances and includes unlawful possession of the 

same substances”.  

 

The problem of drug trafficking first came to limelight in 1985 when some 25 prominent 

Zambians were detained on charges of trafficking in Zambia (Siulapwa, 2010).  
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A Tribunal was set up lead by the Late Judge Mathew Chaila and it was from such that the 

country realised that something had gone wrong in our society. Since then, law enforcement 

agencies, civil society and other interested parties were set up to curb such an illegal 

business.  

 

Despite their increased efforts in trying to curb drug trafficking, this vice has continued to be 

rampant and the involvement of women in such illegal business has been on the increase 

(DEC, 2005).  According to recent revelations by the DEC, generally there has been a 

changing trend in preferences of whom to use to courier drugs. It has been indicated that 

some time back a number of disabled people were being used, then the trend changed to 

young girls and  adult women between the ages of 20 and 40 years are now being used in 

drug trafficking.  

 

The living conditions surveys conducted from 1991 to 2006 showed that the incidences of 

poverty had reduced over the years. The results showed that incidences of poverty declined 

from 70 percent in 1991 to 64 percent in 2006 (Drug Trafficking - Involvement of Women 

Parliamentary Report, 2010). The report further stated that women are the hardest hit by 

economic hardships; hence, exposure to drug trafficking attracts the said women to 

trafficking in drugs in order to earn a good living. Giddens, (2001) a Sociologist and 

researcher defined poverty in two ways;  

 

a) Absolute Poverty, which is grounded in the idea of subsistence. The basic conditions 

that must be met in order to sustain a physically healthy existence. People who lack these 

fundamental requirements for human existence such as sufficient food, shelter and clothing 

are said to live in poverty. The concept of absolute poverty is seen to be universally 

applicable. It is held that standards for human subsistence are more or less the same for all 

people of an equivalent age and physique, regardless of where they live.  

An individual anywhere in the world can be said to live in poverty if he or she falls below 

this universal standard. 

b) Relative Poverty relates to poverty to the overall standard of living that prevails in a 

particular society. 
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According to an article by Women for Change (2010), arrests and increase in the number of 

women trafficking in drugs were escalating.  It further stated that the increasing number of 

women dealing and trafficking in drugs could not go unaddressed, as it keeps recurring. All 

sectors of society including the church, political parties, civil society and the people at large 

therefore needed to get involved to arrest the trend. The article attributed the increase in the 

number of cases to poverty. In addition, the article denotes that accused men with resources 

who do not want to tarnish their image in public resort to using women as couriers of the 

substances. Women for Change (WFC) further expressed displeasure on the increasing 

number of women arrested for various drug trafficking offences in the recent past.  

 

WFC Acting Executive Director stated that the development is likely to impact negatively on 

the moral standing of women in society and the country as a whole. The Director told ZANIS 

in an interview in Lusaka that women in Zambia and World over are respected for their 

important roles in society and national development. She added that women everywhere are 

given the status of being partners in both social and economic development hence the need 

for them to be responsible in their activities (Ibid). She also explained that by so doing 

women will maintain the respect that they have continued to enjoy. The Director noted that 

with the current situation where women have continued to engage themselves in illicit 

activities such as drug trafficking, women are likely to compromise with the way they have 

been regarded in society (Ibid).  

 

She said despite the high poverty levels currently prevailing in the country, there is no need 

for women to get involved in behaviours that can cost their lives. She pointed out that there is 

need for women to devise good ways of generating revenue for their survival rather than 

getting involved in drug trafficking as a source of income. The Director also further urged 

women in the country to be role models of the next generation by living an exemplary life 

and avoiding bad behaviour (Ibid). Former Gender and Women in Development Minister 

warned Zambian women involved in drug trafficking cartels to desist from the practice. The 

former Minister stated that women should instead engage in other development activities 

such as agriculture. She also stated that Government was saddened by the increasing number 

of Zambian women involved in drug trafficking and illegal activities saying that this trend is 

denting the name of the women folk in the country (Ibid).  
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The former Minister was speaking in Lusaka on Monday 26
th

April 2010 during the 

International Women’s Day motivational talk hosted by Standard Chartered Bank Zambia. 

She said there were many things that women could engage themselves in to raise funds other 

than drug trafficking. “As the country joins the rest of the world in commemorating the 

International Women’s Day which was on 8
th 

March 2010, she said Zambian women should 

learn from other countries who have strived to succeed by engaging in meaningful 

Activities”. The former Minister also encouraged women staff at the bank to compete for 

higher posts as their male colleagues. She observed that women staff and the rest in the 

country do not shy away from contesting various positions in their work places and respective 

political parties. She observed that all the Ministries and Constituencies headed by women 

have performed better, which only indicates that women are better leaders. 

 

In addition, the Former Gender Minister stated that government had shown its commitment to 

championing issues affecting women by creating a gender desk and a Ministry of Gender to 

represent women in Cabinet (Ibid). The Standard Chartered Bank Managing Director 

observed that women have contributed greatly to the world’s Growth Domestic Product 

(GDP) (Ibid). The Director however stated that despite their valuable contribution, women 

globally did not enjoy full benefits in the workforce, as the wage gap remains sizeable with 

women earning 15 percent less than men for the same job. The bank’s Managing Director 

noted than the unemployment levels of women was also higher than that of men. She has 

called on companies to adopt measures to support stronger female talent pipelines. 

 

According to the Commerce Gazette (2011), the DEC disputed poverty as the major catalyst 

for female drug trafficking rather stated that greed and the insensitivity of a human being 

towards the welfare of another could be cited as major reason for the significant increase in 

the involvement of females in this vice. The number of women involved in drug trafficking 

represented a shift in the medium of transportation (couriers) of illicit substances from their 

source to desired destinations as women had originally been viewed less culpable by the 

public to be in this crime (Ibid). As Zambians became a more cosmopolitan where diverse 

cultures are allowed, it was believed that people who may not had strong principles or morals 

adapted to foreign influence where one saw drug trafficking as a fashionable business, which 

becomes the order of the day (Ibid). Further, the Commerce Gazette stated that it was clear 

that drug barons formed cartels, which had amassed wealth through drug trafficking (Ibid). 
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However, greed pushed them to still desire to amass, more wealth to extent of not considering 

the well-being of the other person that was to be used as a means to this end (Ibid).  

 

For instance, a person used as a drug courier was tormented by using dehumanizing ways of 

concealing illicit drugs (in their genitals) while others probably got into the illegitimate 

business for the reason of being comparatively less privileged in society (poor) as it was 

noted that some women were engaged in the illicit activity under the pretext of being offered 

employment while some voluntarily took part in the illicit activity (Ibid). Other contributing 

factors as stated by DEC in the Commerce Gazette, (2011) included; selfish drive to make 

fast money without necessarily looking at the possible consequences that could lead to death 

especially in cases where the drug were ingested (Ibid). 

 

The Post Newspaper of 17
th

 January, 2012 reported that the DEC in 2011 arrested 3, 521 

people for drug related offences. According to a DEC acting spokesperson, the commission 

seized high quantities of both psychotropic and narcotic drugs, and witnessed an increase in 

the number of drug abusers. It was stated that the commission recorded an increase in the 

number of Zambian women arrested abroad for trafficking in various quantities of hard drugs 

such as heroin and cocaine. The spokesperson stated that out of the 3, 521 persons arrested 

for drug related offences, 1, 849 were convicted, 939 had their cases pending in courts, while 

the remaining were either discharged over, acquitted or had their cases handed over to other 

law enforcement agencies for prosecution. The Post Newspaper further reported that the 

3,521 people arrested in 2011 represented a decrease of 23 per cent compared to the year 

2010 where 4595 people were arrested.  Of the total arrested in 2011 within Zambia, 358 

were females and 3,163 were males, ranging from the ages of 10 to 83. Twelve Zambian 

women were arrested abroad in 2011 as compared to 10 in 2010 who were arrested. 

 

The acting DEC spokesperson stated that in terms of arrests, Lusaka Province recorded the 

highest number followed by Copperbelt province. Additionally, the DEC Annual Reports for 

2007, 2008 and 2009 revealed that a total of 2593, 2009 and 3257 people were arrested 

respectively. Of the totals for each year, 253 were female while 2358 were males in 2007, 

163 were females and 1846 were males in 2008; lastly, 396 were females and 2861 were 

males in 2009. Women’s involvement in drug trafficking in recent years has expanded 

dramatically. The numbers of those arrested and jailed, especially outside the country, are 

astonishing.  
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More and more women including a growing number of college students are venturing into 

drug trafficking. Current experiences in Zambia have shown that drug abuse and drug 

trafficking vices were not entirely dominated by males.  

 

According to www.lusakatimes.com, the Prisons Care and Counselling Association 

(PRISCCA) expressed disappointment with the ever increasing number of Zambian women 

being arrested and convicted on charges of drug trafficking. PRISCCA Executive Director 

stated that his association was concerned about the number of women going to prison because 

of trafficking in drugs (Ibid). The Director also stated that, women need to be empowered 

through groups such as cooperatives so that they desist from engaging into illegal ways of 

earning money (Ibid). He noted that by engaging into drug trafficking, the Zambian women 

were devaluing themselves thereby eroding the respect, which people had for them.  

 

He also told ZANIS in Lusaka today that women involved and those who intend to venture 

into such activities should be seriously educated and counselled on the dangers of drug 

trafficking since prison is not a nice place to stay (Ibid). He suggested that non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs) such as NGOCC and other women organisations should step up 

sensitisation programmes for women and juveniles against drug trafficking. The Director also 

called upon the National Education Campaign Division (NECD) of the DEC to educate 

women instead of just apprehending them and putting them in custody. He further advised 

women indulging in illicit activities to find legal means of uplifting their living standards. 

The Executive Director feared that the number of women in prisons might surpass that of 

men if they continue with their criminal activities (Ibid). 

 

A number of Zambian females had recently been arrested both in and outside the country for 

trafficking in hard drugs such as cocaine, heroin, and mandrax. Drug trafficking was a serious 

offence throughout the world. The addicts ranged from the women, street children, white- 

collar professionals, the homeless and so on. Below are some of the operations highlights of 

Zambian women involved in drug trafficking cases; 

 

According to DEC News, (2005), a Zambian national was arrested in Mauritius drug 

trafficking and was extradited back to Zambia on March 2, 2005 after serving 9 years of her 

life jail sentence. Miss M.N had traveled to Mumbai, India for business where she met an 

Indian drug cartel at a hotel.  

http://www.lusakatimes.com/
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After negotiations on the drug deal, M.N took off for Mauritius with 300g of heroin 

concealed in her body cavity. Keeping her fingers crossed, M.N hoped that she would easily 

pass through the airport undetected but it was not to be. When Miss M.N arrived at Sir 

Seewoosagur Ramgoolam International Airport in Mauritius, she tried to appear innocent and 

elude the Anti Drug and Smuggling Unit of the Mauritius Police. However, just as fate may 

have it, the Anti Drug Police arrested M.N on 17
th

 June 1996. She was to be confined in a 

police cell until after her doom or luck was determined by the court. After being tried by the 

court, M.N was sentenced to life imprisonment in Port Louis. Shattering her life dreams over 

what looked like a simple issue. M.N realised that drug trafficking was in fact a serious 

offence throughout the world (Ibid).  Nevertheless, it was rather too late; she probably asked 

herself many questions, she could not find any answer. M.N was left with absolutely no hope 

of ever seeing her 14-year daughter, her family and friends. She felt betrayed by her own 

hunger for quick money that, coupled with a feeling of being used by the Indian drug barons 

simply made her feel terrible (Ibid).  

 

After extensive discussions between the government of the Republic of Zambian and 

Mauritius government, Miss M.N was extradited back to Zambia to continue serving her 

sentence. The lessons learnt included; crime does not pay, so never engage in drugs or money 

laundering, when you commit crime you make your family suffer, when you commit a crime 

abroad, you tarnish Zambia’s image and when you commit crime you are looked as criminal 

and you lose self respect and dignity (Ibid).  

 

In another operational highlight, a 21 year old woman of Libala South in Lusaka was arrested 

for cocaine trafficking. According to a DEC spokesperson, C.P was arrested at Chirundu 

border post upon entering Zambia from South Africa (The Post, 31
st
 August 2011).  Miss C.P 

concealed the cocaine powder in salt containers, which were hidden in her travelling bag. Ms 

C.P who had been on the commission’s watch list for sometime was arrested after a search 

(Ibid). Her arrest came a few a weeks after another Zambian businesswoman was arrested at 

Jomo Kenyatta International Airport for trafficking in about a kilogram of cocaine.   

 

The Times of Zambia (December 14th, 2011) reported the arrest of two Zambian women for 

allegedly trafficking in Miraa in Nakonde District. According to DEC spokesperson, Miss 

J.N, 43, of Kaombwe village and I.N, 38 of Ntindi village in Nakonde were arrested and 

jointly charged with trafficking in 134 bundles of miraa with a total weight of 52.5 kgs.  
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The drugs were concealed in two suitcases and bags and the duo were arrested at Wulongo 

checkpoint in Nakonde on a Lusaka bound bus. The Times of Zambia (26
th

 December 2011) 

showed an operational highlight where DEC reported to have arrested a 31 year-old woman 

for allegedly trafficking in more than 45 k.gs of miraa, a banned substance. H.N of Nakonde 

District was apprehended from a minibus at Pensulo security checkpoint in Serenje, and had 

in her possession 104 bundles of miraa weighing 45.48 k.gs. The drugs were discovered in a 

suitcase popularly known as “Ukwa”.  

 

The Post News Paper (2
nd 

October, 2011) reported an operational highlight where DEC 

arrested a 32 year old Zambian woman in Mozambique for cocaine trafficking. Miss M.M.M 

who was also five months pregnant was arrested at the Maputo Airport with 500 grams of 

cocaine concealed in her suitcase upon her arrival from India. Miss M.M.M was arrested 

together with Mr M.A who was waiting for her at the airport and was believed to be the 

owner of the contraband. DEC official stated that Miss M.M.M was recruited by her Zambian 

friend who was based in South Africa and was part of the cartel-recruiting women to courier 

drugs on their behalf. DEC stated that if convicted, Miss M.M.M risked a jail term of 20 

years. 

 

Another Zambian woman faced possible death penalty in Malaysia over drug trafficking (The 

Post News Paper, 31
st
 August, 2011). A DEC official reported that a Zambian woman 

appeared in court for mention before Penag state High Court for trafficking in amphetamine 

drugs, a type of illegal stimulant drugs.  According to DEC officials, Miss M.P would face a 

possible death penalty if convicted for drug trafficking as prescribed by the Malaysian laws.   

It was also stated that before travelling to Malaysia, Miss M.P had relocated to South Africa 

where she was living with her boyfriend of West African origin. DEC official stated that Miss 

M.P was believed to have been used by her boyfriend to carry the drugs concealed in the false 

bottom of her handbag.     

 

In view of the above and other many other revelations on women involvement in drug 

trafficking, there has been concern on the perceived increase of women involved and arrested 

for drug trafficking. Some women folk are saddened with the development and have called 

on DEC and other relevant authorities to investigate the cause of drug trafficking involving 

women in Zambia.  
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However, besides the interdiction of supply of drugs, DEC was also involved in drug demand 

reduction through the National Education Campaign Division (NECD). The Division was 

responsible for reaching out to persons in Institutions of learning, workplaces and 

communities. 

2.8 Review of Similar Studies 

2.8.1 Efforts to Combat the Use of Females as Victims and Couriers of Trafficking: A 

Case of Nigeria 

 

On trafficking of hard drugs, efforts are made to combat the illicit business to protect women 

from being abused as couriers, which include prosecuting those involved in the scourge. The 

United States of America was a leading external act or in the fight against hard drugs 

trafficking in Nigeria. At the signing of a bilateral agreement between Nigeria and the US, 

the US government granted a $1million dollars in assistance to Nigeria to finance 

programmes in the following areas- $150,000 to the National Drugs Law Enforcement 

Agency for training at its academy in Jos; $400,000 for the police modernization programme 

to train the trainers and officer cadets at the Officer Academy in Kanoand $560,000 for 

expansion of basic recruit training to the Police College in Maiduguri, Enugu and Lagos. 

Indeed, the total United States “government assistance to Nigerian law enforcement 

programmes to combat hard drugs trafficking amounted to about $10 million since 1999 

(Onwubiko, 2004, p.13). As a result of Nigeria is positive response to the various 

international assistance, the country got a drug free certification for three consecutive years 

2001, 2002, and 2003 (Onwubiko, 2004, p.13). Nigeria was also admitted into the United 

Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs (UNCND) after four years of exclusion (Onwubiko, 

2004, p.13). The country received more positive recognition from international bodies by 

2009. 

 

It seems clear from the above information that the female folks were wil l ingly or  

unwil l ingly exploited in drug trafficking business especially as couriers to generate 

resources for those who recruited them. Push and pull factors such as poverty,  ignorance,  

greed,  unemployment  and  the  socio-biological  make-up  of  females predisposed them to 

the manipulative tendencies so the traffickers. The paper concludes on the note that all 

necessary national and international mechanisms must be mobilized to combat trafficking and 

liberate women from being used as victims and couriers in the trafficking chains (Kaul, 2004, 

p.34). 
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2.8.2 Responses to Illicit Drug Trafficking: A Case of Arab States 

 

The Arab region comprises of three diverse and culturally distinct geographical areas, namely 

the Middle East region, the Maghreb and the Gulf States (World Drug Report, 2010). Across 

these three sub-regions are displayed considerable disparities and differences in levels of 

development, economics, politics, legal systems and culture. National capacities, capabilities 

and treaty adherence relevant to UNODC's mandates and operations that vary from country to 

country (Ibid). Moreover, this is a region that has a number of conflicts, post-conflict and 

fragile states, namely the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, the 

continuing instability in Iraq and Sudan, particularly Darfur, which contribute to an 

environment of violence and unrest both in those countries themselves, but also with 

considerable negative consequences on neighbouring countries in the region (Ibid). 

Throughout the region, the need to strengthen governance, insecurity, conflicts, poverty and 

economic disparities among and within countries of the region are providing opportunities for 

transnational organized crime, as is reflected in increasing incidences of illicit trafficking in 

drugs, persons, money, and arms, and the consequential generation of proceeds of crime and 

acts of money-laundering (Ibid).  

 

Due to its strategic location and comparatively weak control measures in some of the 

countries in the region, illicit activities related to the trafficking of drugs and crimes 

associated with it, firearms and human beings and migrant smuggling are expanding in the 

region, and bringing increasing profits to international and local criminal organizations 

(World Drug Report, 2010).  

 

Indeed the drug and crime control problems are becoming more and more prominent in the 

region, and have the potential to escalate considerably if counter measures are not 

strengthened now, and a clear message is not sent, particularly against trafficking of drugs, 

human beings and smuggling of illegal migrants and terrorism (Ibid). HIV and AIDS, which 

was not previously a particularly prevalent problem in the MENA region, is now increasing, 

particularly amongst injecting drug users and in the prison settings. The situation is further 

aggravated due to the inadequate performance of the criminal justice system (Ibid). UNODC 

was currently engaged in several regional cooperation programmes as well as national and 

country programmes throughout the region. Such programmes include combating illicit 

trafficking through: 
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a) Supporting selected national drug control law enforcement and customs authorities to 

improve their legislation, drug control and interdiction capacities through provision of 

specialized training and equipment; 

b) Strengthening regional and sub-regional drug law enforcement and cooperation 

through joint meetings, workshops and training events of drug law enforcement 

officials from selected countries.  

c) Support to regional entities, such as the Gulf Criminal Information Centre to Combat 

Drugs (GCC-CICCD) to serve as a hub for representation of the law enforcement 

agencies of each Member State of the Gulf Cooperation Council; 

d) Enhancing the capacity of the criminal justice systems to respond to illicit trafficking 

in the countries of the region by establishing adequate legislative frameworks and 

building the capacities of the law enforcement; and 

e) Strengthening the capacity of the national criminal justice systems in selected 

countries to investigate, prosecute and convict traffickers. 

 

It has been estimated that the production and trade in narcotics is one of the world's largest 

and most financially lucrative industries (World Drug Report, 2010). However drug 

production is unevenly dispersed with the cultivation of heroin confined to the "Golden 

Crescent" of Asia, namely Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran; the "Golden Triangle" of South 

East Asia, that of Thailand, Burma and Laos; and Mexico (Ibid). The cocoa bush, which is 

used in the manufacture of cocaine, is limited to the Andes region of Bolivia and Peru, while 

processing into refined cocaine takes place primarily in Colombia. Marijuana, the other major 

illicit drug, can be produced under diverse conditions. Leading source countries include 

Mexico, Columbia, Jamaica and even South Africa (Ibid).  

 

The drug delivery routes have become increasingly complex in the post-Cold War 

environment where countries with porous borders, lack controls against smuggling and weak 

state capacity are increasingly used as transhipment points (World Drug Report, 2010). The 

market for these substances is located predominantly in the North, with the United States 

providing the greatest single source of demand. However, drug dependence in the South is on 

the increase. Drugs conform to the law of supply and demand: as demand in the North has 

increased, so production in the South has correspondingly expanded. Due to large collective 

drug habit in the North, developed countries have been burdened with most of the negative 

side effects of the demand side of this phenomenon (Ibid).  
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These effects include increased crime and pressure on health and welfare resources. Given 

this state of affairs, it is understandable that the North has used its unassailable position of 

power to manipulate the "rules of the game" to ban and condemn the cultivation, trade and 

use of drugs on a global scale (Ibid).  

 

The trafficking in drugs, with respect to the North-South dynamic, has intensified tensions 

between developed and developing countries, as the production or cultivation of drugs and 

the trafficking thereof had been an enormous potential for improving the socio-economic 

development of drug-producing regions in the South at a rapid rate (World Drug Report, 

2010). However, on the other hand, the majority of countries in the North, seeking to 

eradicate the evils associated with drugs as well as sustain the global balance of power, 

actively promote and enforce the illegality of the drug trade. This is reinforced by the United 

States (U.S)' certification policy, which the U.S. Congress mandated in 1986 (Ibid). In terms 

of this policy, nations are evaluated on an annual basis with respect to their cooperation with 

the United States in the employment of anti-drug measures, such as crop eradication.  

 

Some nations are certified as fully cooperating, others are decertified for their lack of 

cooperation. In most cases, the U.S. imposes economic sanctions against nations it 

decertifies, as was the case, until recently, with Colombia because of allegations that 

Colombian President Ernesto Samper accepted more than $6 million from the Cali cartel to 

bankroll his 1994 campaign (Ibid). The U.S. will also use its influence to oppose the granting 

of development loans by international institutions to decertified countries. This certification 

policy, which focuses exclusively on the supply side of the drug phenomenon, shifts the 

responsibility of drug control to drug producing nations while ignoring the factors relating to 

deprivation and poverty, which underpin the growing of drug-related crops. In simple terms, 

certification means that developing nations are constantly at the mercy of the United States 

(Ibid). 

 

Despite the vast resources and extreme efforts that the United States has devoted to 

combating the drug phenomenon, only a marginal impact has been achieved (World Drug 

Report, 2010). This begs the question of whether or not the legalisation of drugs on a global 

scale would be a more productive strategy?  
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However, there is currently a fierce debate over the legalisation issue, with those individuals 

and groups in favour of legalisation arguing that such a development would significantly 

reduce the organised crime element and increase tax revenues for the government in question 

(Ibid). Anti-legalisation campaigners argue that it leads to increased drug abuse and petty 

crimes. In terms of North-South dynamics, the legalisation of the drug issue would, in theory, 

have the same effect as the production of oil had on the Middle East, that is empower and 

advance a previously underdeveloped region. However, sentiment within governments in the 

North is still firmly opposed to legalisation (Ibid). 

2.8.3 Responding to Drug Trafficking: A Case of West and Central Africa 

 

Between 2004 and 2007, at least two distinct trans-shipment hubs emerged in West Africa: 

one centred on Guinea-Bissau and Guinea, and one centred in the Bight of Benin, which 

spans from Ghana to Nigeria. The Colombian traffickers transported cocaine by 'mother ship' 

to the West African coast before off loading to smaller vessels. Some of this cocaine 

proceeded onward by sea to Spain and Portugal, but some was left as payment to West 

Africans for their assistance (World Drug Report, 2010). The West Africans then traffic this 

cocaine on their own behalf, largely by commercial air couriers. Shipments were also sent in 

modified small aircraft from the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to various West African 

destinations (Ibid). Figure 9 shows major cocaine seizures in kilograms in West Africa 

between 2005 and 2009. 
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Figure 9: Major cocaine seizures (in kg), West Africa, 2005-2009 

 

Source: UNODC, The Globalization of Crime: a Transnational Organized Crime Threat Assessment , 2010 

 

Additionally, West and Central Africa accounts for a large share of global seizures of non-

specified amphetamines. The region remained a priority area in terms of responding to the 

drug problem, starting with a better understanding of the nature of drugs in the illicit market. 

The Figure 10 also shows the cannabis herb seizure for 2009 in Africa. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/tocta-2010.html
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Figure 10: Africa: cannabis herb seizures, 2009 (640 tons) 

 

Source: UNODC, 2011 World Drug Report 

 

In October 2008, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), supported 

by UNODC and the United Nations Office for West Africa (UNOWA), and in partnership 

with the European Union, held a Ministerial Conference in Praia, Cape Verde, to address the 

serious security threat posed by drug trafficking in the region. The Political Declaration and 

Regional Action Plan that resulted from this conference were subsequently endorsed by the 

Heads of State and Government of ECOWAS in Abuja on 19 December 2008. The Praia 

Declarations reflect a strong political commitment and established the basis for a detailed 

cooperation framework to combat drug trafficking and organized crime in West Africa. 

UNODC was entrusted with leading the process of translating the Political Declaration and 

Regional Action Plan into concrete programmes to be carried out by ECOWAS Member 

States in partnership with UNOWA, the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO), 

the International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL), and the European Union.  

 

 

 

http://www.unodc.org/westandcentralafrica/en/ecowaspoliticaldeclaration.html
http://www.unodc.org/westandcentralafrica/en/ecowaspoliticaldeclaration.html
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An ECOWAS Operational Plan and a Monitoring and Evaluation Mechanism were 

formulated, specifying the operational role of the ECOWAS Commission in supporting 

Member States in the implementation of the Regional Action Plan. UNODC uses its 

comparative advantage to ensure a cross-border and integrated approach in the fight against 

illicit drug trafficking and organized crime, including the global threat posed by the 

transatlantic trafficking route (World Drug Report, 2010). Recognizing the difficulty of 

managing vast African blue and green borders, UNODC had set the objectives to promote 

proactive policing by developing an intelligence-based approach to law enforcement and to 

improve inter-agency coordination with a view to disrupt the activities of organized crime 

groups behind drug trafficking (Ibid). The following initiative and project for instance 

provided good example for UNODC's integrated, comprehensive approach in countering 

illicit drug trafficking: 

 

Within the framework of South-South cooperation, UNODC in partnership with Brazil 

supported Guinea Bissau in different initiatives under the framework of the implementation 

of the National Operational Plan to combat drugs and crime (World Drug Report, 2010).  

Guinea Bissau had been suffering from its territory being used by drug smugglers and posing 

a major impact on its security and stability.  One of the important projects being implemented 

with the support of Brazil was the establishment of a Training Centre for Security Forces, 

aiming at law enforcement capacity building (Ibid). The immediate objective was to serve the 

national needs and improve security forces capacities to counter narcotics and organized 

crime with a long-term aim for the Training Centre to become a Regional Training Academy 

for Portuguese speaking countries in Africa (Ibid). 

 

World Drug Report, 2010 stated that the Southern African region is a major producer of the 

"soft" drug marijuana with South Africa, Malawi and Zambia being the leading suppliers. 

South Africa has also been home to a strong indigenous trade in Mandrax. Mandrax is 

manufactured in tablet form in the Durban area or shipped to Maputo, Mozambique for 

manufacture. Countries in the region, largely due to their poorly policed borders, ports and 

airports, have become major transhipment points in the trafficking of two of the most 

infamous drugs: heroin and cocaine.  
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Tanzania (Dar es Salaam) and Mozambique (Beira) are the most prominent entrance routes 

for traffickers from the Middle East and Southeast Asia. Investigations have also revealed 

that drug syndicates that are based in Nigeria ship large loads of cocaine to South and 

Southern Africa (Ibid). Drug seizures over the past few years seem to indicate that drug 

trafficking was on the increase. This has led to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration 

providing training for law and order officials in Zambia, Tanzania and South Africa, and has 

even opened an office in Johannesburg. Of greater concern is that residue or a portion of the 

drugs remain in the region, especially in South Africa which is developing a consumer 

market, over and above its firmly rooted demand for Mandrax (which is imported from 

India), for cocaine and "crack" (Ibid).  

 

MaClean, 2011 highlights an operation in Bangkok where a South African woman was 

arrested at Bangkok's International Airport after police found 1.5kg of cocaine hidden in her 

dreadlocks. N.N, 23, was searched when police said they noticed a white substance in her 

hair shortly after she stepped off a Qatar Airways flight that originated in San Paulo and flew 

through Qatar to Suvarnabhumi Airport, the Bangkok Post stated. The search uncovered 

1.5kg of cocaine with a street value of 4.5 million baht (about R1.2 million) hidden in her 

dreadlocks. Police stated the suspect admitted smuggling the drug and said she had been 

hired for 60 000 baht to deliver it to a customer at a hotel in Bangkok. - Sapa-dpa (Ibid). The 

case above is simply a real scenario showing how women have been used or involved in drug 

trafficking around the world in exchange for some money. There could be several reasons 

most women will take such kind of risk and this could range from poverty, pleasure, cohesion 

and so forth. The photos on Exhibit 4: how Maclean had hidden the drugs in her dreadlocks. 

 

Exhibit 4: Photos below showing a South African woman who hid cocaine in dreadlocks 

 

 

Source: Stewart Maclean (2011) Source: Stewart Maclean (2011) 
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2.9 Theoretical and Conceptual Framework 

 

In the previous chapter, the focus was on literature review. This particular section is aimed at 

presenting the theoretical and the conceptual frameworks that pertain to the study including 

the research hypotheses. According to Miles and Huberman (1994), a conceptual framework 

is a narrative or graphical explanation of the most important concepts to study. It is crucial to 

be selective and choose the most relevant variables and relationships that have the highest 

probability to be relevant for the study.  

 

The conceptual framework emerging from the literature reviewed in the current study is 

created to help the researcher collect data necessary to answer the research questions. This 

section discusses the conceptual framework, which outlines the ideas on how the research 

problem was explored. It was founded on the theoretical framework, which dwelled on time-

tested theories that highlighted the findings of numerous investigations on “women 

involvement in drug trafficking: a gendered analysis”. The conceptual framework, on the 

other hand, embodied the specific direction, which the research was undertaken.  

Source: Stewart Maclean (2011) Source: Stewart Maclean (2011) 

Source: Stewart Maclean (2011) Source: Stewart Maclean (2011) 
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It described the relationship between specific variables identified in the study. It further 

outlined the input, process and output of the whole investigation. 

2.9.1 Theoretical Framework 

 

Drug trafficking is a prosperous deviance common to most modernized society. For the 

purpose of this paper, drug trafficking was defined as any production or movement of illicit 

drugs whether it be at the international or intra-national level, the city level, or direct selling 

to users. Drug trafficking may also be conceptualized as any transfer of drugs from one 

individual to another individual within the drug chain (Desroches, 2001). Drug distribution 

systems are usually arranged in a hierarchical system in which higher-level traffickers sell 

their goods to middlemen distributors who in turn sell to other distributors or users 

(Desroches, 2001). The majority of dealers specialize in one drug, marijuana being the most 

common. The paper by Lebel (2003), described the general characteristics of drug trafficking 

and the typical characteristics of the drug dealer. Women and their role in drug trafficking 

was briefly discussed. Finally, related sociological theories were applied in attempt to explain 

the motivation one may have in partaking and continuing in the crime.  

 

The crime of drug trafficking in Canada is defined in the Criminal Code under section 462.2 

as follows: 

“Any person who knowingly imports into Canada, exports from Canada, manufactures, 

promotes or sells instruments or literature for illicit drug use is guilty of an offence and liable 

on summary conviction” 

a) For a first offence, to a fine not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars or to 

imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to both; or 

b) For a second or subsequent offence, to a fine not exceeding three hundred thousand 

dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or to both. 

 

Drug trafficking, in relation to its potential reward versus its punishment, seems to have 

presented itself as a worthwhile crime to partake in. Drug trafficking was usually portrayed as 

a victimless crime, as most events occur in private and are executed surreptitiously. However, 

most people in society view drug dealing as the source of the “drug problem” and so portray 

it as a very detrimental activity to society. 
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Money laundering is often involved in drug trafficking since one must often handle large 

sums of money. Other related crimes include theft, alcohol, selling stolen goods, fraud, and 

embezzlement”. 

2.9.2 The Conceptual Framework 

 

According to Osiki (2008, trafficking can be interpreted as any illicit or illegal transporting, 

trading or transaction of human beings, drugs, arms and ammunition, and any other illicit 

items, locally or internationally for economic or other personal gains. This definition 

connotes some or all of the following elements: facilitating the illegal movement of women 

or men to other countries and illegal sale or movement of arms and ammunition, and hard 

drugs. 

Figure 11: Conceptualised Research Framework showing factors influencing drug trafficking 

among women 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Ingenious Concealment (Socio-Biological make up 
 

 Low education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Author (2013) 
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2.9.3 Characteristics of Drug Trafficking 

 

The size of most drug groups are relatively small and are composed of diversified individuals 

closely knit in a social network (Desroches, 2001). The nature of the size of these drug 

businesses makes it harder for the police to discover them. Additionally, drug traffickers 

prefer to deal with the least people as possible, in order to have the least number of 

individuals to trust. These individuals are usually related through kinship, friendship, or 

ethnic ties. Trust is an integral part of the drug trafficking business (Maher, 1997; Dorn, 

1992). That is why potential members of drug organizations are recruited from pre-existing 

kinship, friendship, or ethnic social networks (Curtis and Maher, 1993). As Maher (1997), 

states, “it’s the best way to ensure trust among people that can’t use the law” (1997, p.93). As 

word-of-mouth communication is so focal to drug businesses, trust is essential to ensure that 

information is conveyed to only appropriate individuals. The importance of trust will further 

be discussed in the Women and Drug Dealing section. Drug trafficking is a sophisticated 

crime which requires much thought and planning. Although it might not be as complex as 

computer hacking or safe breaking, it nonetheless requires many organizational, 

interpersonal, and entrepreneurial skills. A drug dealer must be knowledgeable about the 

status quo of their drug network. Successful drug dealers must also be organized and know 

how to effectively deal with their “customers” as to keep them satisfied. The financial gains 

involved in drug trafficking are potentially very high depending on the dealer’s level within 

the drug network.   

 

This factor affects greatly the various reasons individuals enter the drug business and will be 

further discussed in the Motivation section. Violence and drug trafficking are indeed related. 

The amount of violence involved depends greatly on a constellation of factors including 

country, location within city, level of drug selling, and the dealer’s violence history.  Since 

the dealer is selling illicit substances in an unprotected arena, violence becomes a potential 

safeguard in controlling situations (Henry and Sanford, 1972, p.158). For example, violence 

and guns are more of an issue in the U.S. than in Canada, due to different law codes. 

Additionally, since drug dealing often involves interactions with delinquents, who are more 

violent by nature, violence in the drug trade is ever more a possibility. 
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Different types of drug trafficking arise due to different levels of dealing within the drug 

hierarchy structure. High-level drug trafficking occurs naturally at the top of the hierarchy 

where the producers transfer the goods to the first trafficker. This sometimes involves 

crossing international borders, which is very risky but has potentially high monetary returns. 

Mid-level traffickers usually continue the process down the drug chain and are somewhat less 

at risk. Further, down the drug chain, lower-level drug dealers are making minimum profits 

with maximum vulnerability (Maher, 1997, p.85). 

 

Drug trafficking is overall mainly an urban phenomenon due to the nature of the transactions. 

With the exception of where the productions of some drugs take, place (e.g. marijuana or 

coca plants), drug transactions occur in populated regions of the society. Drugs are in high 

demand and the social networks that support the businesses are mainly located in urbanized 

regions. Drug dealers often live in centralized locations within a metropolitan in order to 

maximize the opportunity for movement within their drug chain. 

 

2.9.4 Characteristics of Drug Dealers 

 

Drug dealers are much diversified in nature and come from various backgrounds. The 

majority of drug dealers were drug users in their teenage years and were immersed in the 

drug subculture at an early age. Thus, as a user and purchaser, they are not strangers to the 

process involved in selling illicit drugs. Eventually, a dealer might progressively become 

“larger” as he makes new connections within his drug network. High-level drug traffickers 

often fall into two categories: businessmen drug traffickers or criminal drug traffickers 

(Desroches, 2001). The businessmen type dealers usually have owned previous businesses 

and are typically law-abiding individuals. The criminal drug trafficker type dealers, on the 

other hand, have been involved in a deviant lifestyle early on and have a record of criminal 

activities.  

 

Drug dealers range widely in age, from 12 to 70 years old, with a median age usually in the 

19 to 23 bracket (Henry and Sanford, 1972, p.20). The general trend is that older drug 

traffickers usually occupy the higher levels in the drug hierarchy, while younger dealers 

occupy the lower ranks. The majority of drug dealers are from the lower to middle socio-

economic classes.  
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In Henry and Sanford’s (1972) sample, most of their dealers (84%) were white, about 9% 

black, and the rest Oriental or mixed. In Canada, similar patterns are most likely the case.  

  

Drug usage and drug trafficking have a special relationship. As previously mentioned most 

dealers start by using drugs and eventually commence dealing drugs. This relationship exists 

for various reasons. The most common reason stated by dealers for their entry into the drug 

selling market, is to “support their habit”. Thus, by selling to their friends and a few 

acquaintances, they were able to sustain their drug habit without expending money. 

Furthermore, but perhaps of less importance, individuals become accustomed to the social 

connectedness of the drug networks and so use drug dealing as a way to stay connected 

within a social network. Drug traffickers usually deal only one drug at a time. Many dealers 

sell different drugs throughout their career, commonly starting by dealing with the softer 

drugs. However, drug dealers are immersed in a dense social network of other individuals 

involved in the drug subculture and so many times know where one could acquire a drug, she 

or he does not “carry”. 

 

Criminal recidivism is a common theme for drug dealers. Since profits are high and because 

individuals usually have many connections to successful dealers, it is easy for them to 

reinstate themselves in the drug network after their release from prison. Drug dealing is very 

profitable and since many enjoy their deviant lifestyle, the drug subculture becomes their 

preferred way of life. Lastly, due to the small nature of drug network compositions, the 

overall flow of drugs is never greatly affected by police busts. Henceforth, there are steady 

opportunities in the drug world to prosper if one is properly suited for it.  

2.9.5 Women’s Role in Drug Trafficking 

 

There has been much controversy concerning women’s role in drug trafficking. Some claim 

for example, that women experience the same kind of relative success as men (Mieczkowski, 

1994). Others suggest that “…social and relational skills and qualities which tend to be 

assigned to women in a demeaning way by some drug researchers and male drug dealers, 

may be key resources in forming and operating illicit drug businesses” (Denton and 

O’Malley,1999, p.520). Additionally, it is suggested that female dealers are reputable for 

supplying a reliable product as opposed to common male drug practises of “ripping people 

off” (Denton and O’Malley, 1999, p.521).  
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On the other hand, some suggest that males prefer to work with other men and that they view 

women as lacking essential characteristics such as aggressiveness and violentness 

(Steffensmeier (1983, pp.1013-15). Boy friends or other male individuals usually mediate 

their participation. They occupy subordinate roles such as “steerers” (Maher, 1997, p.88) 

which can be justified by the ‘institutional sexism’ present in the illicit economy 

(Steffensmeier, 1983). Some reply that women may use threats of violence or use other 

individuals to deploy their violence (Denton, O’Malley, 1999, p.523), but their credibility is 

nonetheless never as seriously honoured (Campbell, 1993, p.143). 

2.9.6 Drug Trafficking Drivers 

 

Drug dealers have numerous reasons to enter the drug trafficking business. Among the 

reasons previously stated, starting a criminal business is generally easier to start since less 

investment is needed (Akerstrom, 1985, p.51). Different sociological theories are available to 

partially explain motivations to traffic drugs. In 1938, Merton extended anomie theory as the 

disjuncture between goals and means, which he postulated would increase deviance 

(Williams and McShane, 1993, p.94). His proposition of innovation as a mode of adaptation 

to anomie is applicable to drug selling. Using this concept, an individual still wants to 

achieve goals but would reject the normal means for achieving these goals in favour of a 

deviant means (drug selling). Furthermore, Merton (1968) offers a similar and related theory, 

differential opportunity theory, which hinges on the fact that individuals have differentials in 

access to legitimate and illegitimate avenues to achieving their goals (Williams and 

McShane, 1993, p.133). Lastly, many individuals explain their entry into the drug world as an 

opportunity created through business connections (Desroches, 2001). The motivation to 

continue selling drugs is again due to various factors. Among the reasons previously stated in 

describing drug trafficking recidivism, arrests of major dealers occur relatively infrequently 

and are the result of longwinded and sophisticated investigations by the police (Desroches, 

2001).  

 

In terms of sociological theories, social learning theory suggests that pleasurable experiences 

in drug dealing activities make repeating these behaviours more likely. Through operant 

conditioning, the good social feelings, such as acceptance within their social circle and status 

achieved in dealing drugs serve as positive reinforcement to continue the drug- selling habit.  
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Despite its illicit nature, drug trafficking remains a very profitable practise in the eyes of 

many. Drug trafficking is a complex crime (especially at the international smuggling level) 

requiring much thought, planning, organization, and social connectedness. Drug dealers are 

diversified in nature, but usually progress through common stages in becoming higher-level 

traffickers. Women’s role in drug trafficking is commonly thought as being of subordinate 

nature although certain researchers propose that some of their female-type characteristics 

actually facilitate their role as drug dealers. Finally, motivation to enter the drug scene is 

partially explained using Merton’s differential opportunity theory while social learning theory 

offers a hypothesis in explaining the motivation to continue. 

 

2.9.7 Model Elements 

a) Reinforcements: In behaviourism, reinforcement refers to the consequences of 

desired behaviour. To reinforce is to strengthen by additional assistance, material, or 

support: make stronger or more pronounced. Reinforcement may be either positive or 

negative, depending on its application.  

In positive reinforcement, a reward is given for the desired behaviour. For example, a 

parent might allow a child to stay up an hour late. 

In negative reinforcement, something undesirable is taken away as a consequence of the 

desired behaviour. For example, a parent might relieve a child from dishwashing duties 

for the evening. 

Therefore, in the model, reinforcements are modelled to make stronger or strengthen the 

involvement of women in drug trafficking. Hence, depending on how good the perceived 

social feeling or acceptance in the social circles and the status achieved, the women will 

continue with the drug trafficking business.  

b) Motivation Factors: Internal and external factors that stimulate desire and energy in 

people to be continually interested in and committed to a job, role, or subject, and to 

exert persistent effort in attaining a goal.  In the model, the perceived financial gain, less 

investment requirement in terms of capital requirements and role of subordinate nature 

that most women take especially through male friends or boyfriends  leads to their 

participation in the drug business mostly as low level  in the drug chain.  

http://phobias.about.com/od/glossary/g/posreinforce.htm
http://phobias.about.com/od/glossary/g/negreinforce.htm
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/external-factors.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/energy.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/job.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/role.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/goal.html
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This level has maximum vulnerability. Certain goals that may need to be achieved are 

not achievable using legal means hence the drug business may seemingly provide the 

means to an end.  

 

c) Ingenious Concealment: Having or arising from an inventive or cunning mind; 

clever cover or keep from sight or to keep secret. As seen from the literature review, 

women are generally submissive, not aggressive or violent however certain characteristic 

puts them at an advantage in drug trafficking. They have taken advantage of their genetic 

makeup and characteristics to help them participate in this drug trafficking business. 

Where the laws are very hash and strict, the women usually resort to ingenious ways of 

concealing these drugs. 

 

d) Adequacy of existing laws for drug trafficking: Ability to reasonably or legally 

satisfy a requirement. Sufficient to satisfy a requirement or meet a need. Drug laws are 

there to deter would be offenders from committing or getting involved in drug business. 

However, it seems regardless of how adequate the laws are or have been more women 

have resorted to even using risk ways of concealing these drugs just to ensure that they 

courier these drugs to required markets  and get a good living from the returns earned.  

 

e) Involuntary Factors: this is where women or men find themselves in the drug 

trafficking business not by own choice or willingly, or not by their own decision or 

intention. 

 

2.10 Summary 

 

This chapter has reviewed relevant and related literature to the current study. The literature 

indicates that drug trafficking is male dominated but there is an increase in female 

participation. This is exhibited by the increasing arrests among female victims. The male and 

female participants are motivated by low start up investment and other gains such as business 

connectivity in the industry. The chapter also revealed through previous research studies that 

certain factors are at play in influencing participation in the vice and the current study has 

undertaken to examine these factors. 
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.0 Introduction 

 

This chapter outlines the research methodologies employed in gathering data and information 

relating to the research. This chapter describes the method used to collect and analyse data. It 

explains the research design, population, data collection method and the method of analysis. 

This was particularly important and useful for the logical and meaningful achievement of 

research objectives. The variables used for analysis were selected with respect to research 

objectives and research questions postulated in chapter one. 

3.1 Research Design 

 

The study design used is descriptive. The Table 2 shows the framework of the study: 

 

Table 2: Study Framework 

 

Research Phase Action 

Study Description Chapter One and Literature Review 

Model Development Literature Review 

Research Instrument Questionnaire Design  

Pre or Post Questionnaire administration Interview 

Data Collection Desk, hand copying from Drug Enforcement Commission 

Annual                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Reports (from 1994-2010) 

Hand-deliver Questionnaire 

Pre or post Questionnaire Interview of incarcerated men and 

women. 

Data Analysis Descriptive Statistics 

  

        Source: Author, 2013 

3.2 Research Population 

 

The study captured a population from prisons in Lusaka, Central, Copperbelt and Eastern 

Provinces and officials from law enforcing wings of government. The target population in the 

prisons is made up of women and men who were involved in drug trafficking and have been 

convicted and currently saving prison sentences.  
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However, women and men whose cases were still being prosecuted in the courts of law at 

that time were excluded. Therefore, the relevant target population in the current study is 183 

respondents detailed as follows: 

3.2.1 Target Population in Law Enforcement Agencies 

 

This population consists of all officials attached to drug control units in the institutions whose 

core purpose is drug control related. The following Table 3 shows existing number of 

officials attached and working on drug related offences. 

 
Table 3: Target population from law enforcement agents 

 

Provinces 
Institutional Officials 

DEC Prisons Police Court 

Lusaka 15 10 9 9 

Copperbelt 2 12 17 3 

Eastern 0 5 3 3 

Central 0 6 2 3 

Total 17 33 31 18 

 
Source: Author (2012) based on site visit and consultation with heads of units. 

 

The table above shows a total target population of ninety-nine officials (99) and with such a 

number the researcher undertook a census in order to collect the relevant data.  

3.2.2 Target Population of Incarcerated Women 

 

This population consists of all the women incarcerated due to drug trafficking and since the 

numbers in all the provinces combined is minimal, a census was considered ideal for data 

collection. Table 4 shows the total number of women incarcerated due to drug trafficking 

offenses. 

 
Table 4: Target population of incarcerated women 

 

Province Available Respondents Population 
Sample Percentage of 

Population 

Lusaka 19 47 32 

Copperbelt 6 29 16 

Eastern 1 3 33 

Central 8 15 32 

Total 34 108 27 

 

Source: Author (2012) based on site visit and consultation with prison officials. 
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3.2.3 Target Population of Incarcerated Men 

 

This population consists of all the men incarcerated due to drug trafficking and since the total 

number of inmates of 306 is high, purposive sampling was considered ideal for data 

collection. Therefore, the researcher used a purposive sample size of 50 for potential male 

respondents and this sample size was drawn randomly to the fiftieth person according to 

name to avoid the same person responding more than once. The chosen 50 sample is beyond 

the statistical sample size rule of 30 for determining a normal curve in large samples.  

 

Table 5 shows the population and the sample size of men incarcerated due to drug trafficking 

offenses. 

 
Table 5: Target sample size of incarcerated men 

 

Province Sample Size Population 
Sample Percentage of 

Population 

Lusaka 26 140 19 

Copperbelt 8 59 6 

Eastern 10 65 7 

Central 6 42 4 

Total 50 306 36 

 

Source: Author (2013) based on site visit and consultation with prison officials. 

3.3 Data Collection and Collection Tools 

 

Prior to the main study, a pilot study was carried out to gain familiarity with assessment tool 

and to finalise some of the assessment tools. 

 

Data collection for the main study was done over a period of three months commencing end 

of September 2012. During this period participants were contacted from the DEC, Police and 

Prisons stations and Courts. Participants came from the Institutions and prisoners in the 

following provinces; Lusaka, Central, Copperbelt and Eastern provinces. Informed consent to 

participate in the study was obtained from relevant authorities and participants for example, 

from the Commissioner of Prisons and DEC Commissioner, Police and Court Judge. 

 

The main types of data used and collected in the current study are primary and secondary 

data. Secondary data were collected through the first phase of the research i.e. the literature 

review.  
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This part of the research helped the researcher gain a broader view of the topic and problem 

to be researched. It involved collecting information relating to the study from published 

books and documents from various institutions especially Non-governmental organizations, 

DEC publications, Newspapers and websites with substantial information on the topic. 

Primary data on the other hand was collected through interviews and administering of 

questionnaires to relevant authorities and the prisoners. The idea was to get a wider view of 

women involvement in drug trafficking in the selected provinces. 

 

Primary data involved the use of five different types of questionnaires that were hand 

delivered to all the sites. These were structured in such a way as to analyze feedback on the 

subject from DEC, Police, Prisons, Magistrate/High court and the finally prisoners 

themselves. At DEC, Police, Prisons and Court level the questionnaires were directed to 

relevant parties whose job responsibility is drug control related as guided by institutional 

authorities. The objective of the questionnaire to the institutional authorities was to generate 

the factors that influence women involvement in drug trafficking among other things. The 

focus of these questionnaires was to examine the factors influencing women and men 

involvement in drug trafficking, whether there are measures in place to mitigate drug 

trafficking and how effective the measures in preventing or mitigating women involvement in 

drug trafficking  

3.3.1 Documentary Review 

 

The relevant documents on women’s involvement in drug abuse were identified and 

reviewed. Some key documents that were analyzed were the DEC Annual Reports (from 

1994-2010) and other institutional reports on drug trafficking. 

3.4 Problems During data Collection 

 

Data collection in itself was an exercise, which was lengthy, and time consuming. Depending 

on the size of the sample, one needed to engage a team of assistants to help with 

administering of questionnaires during the survey. This could be very tedious and costly. 

Therefore, during this exercise, the researcher encountered financial and time limitations 

bearing in mind that was not enough resources to train a team of assistants for the exercise.  
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In addition, some institutions took a lot of time to complete the questionnaires and in the 

process, some of them lost the questionnaires. Ultimately, this called for several follow-ups, 

and re-submission of questionnaires, which further contributed to costs and expenses.  

 

Other than these budget constraints, answering of the questionnaires by some respondents 

especially some prisoners was difficult because of their inability to read and interpret what 

was being asked for in the questionnaire hence the researcher had to translate in local 

language, which was time consuming. 

 

Problems of ethics were addressed by seeking consent from the participants in the research 

before interviewing them or asking them to respond to questionnaires, finally anonymity and 

confidentiality were assured.  

3.5 Data coding and Method of Analysis 

 

After the data was collected, it was systematically organized for easier analysis. This 

involved compiling a data matrix and then coding all the variables that were used in the 

questionnaire. Coding required identification of codes and assigning numerical values to each 

variable to signify a particular response. The data matrix generated was entered into the 

computer.  

 

The data was analyzed using Descriptive Statistics in Statistical Package for Social Science 

(SPSS) and Microsoft Excel. 

3.6 Data Validity 

 

The data collected proved to be very authentic as it was first hand information from 

respondents. Respondents from DEC, Prison, Police, Magistrate/High Court and Prisoners 

were verifiable as reliable sources and the information given was backed by authentic 

statistics found in published reports and publications. 

 

These respondents were from Lusaka, Copper belt, Central and Eastern provinces except for 

DEC, which was only for Lusaka and Copperbelt hence making the data more authentic and 

reliable. For the prisoners, the respondents were both women and male prisoners who have 

actually been convicted for drug trafficking and thus the authenticity. 
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3.7 Summary 

 

The methodology outlined the type of data collected and used. The methods implemented to 

maintain validity and reliability of the instrument were described. The methodology further 

gave the structure that was followed in carrying out the research.  

 

The main aim of the study was to gather as much information as possible on factors 

influencing “women involvement in drug trafficking in Zambia”. The main concern was the 

causes of women involvement in drug trafficking in Zambia as a whole and the effectiveness 

of the measures, which prevent them in getting involved in drug trafficking among other 

factors. 
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CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS 

4.0 Introduction 

 

Metcalf (2006) describe findings as, “a mode of research by teams or individuals that 

integrates information, data, techniques, tools, concepts, perspectives and theories from two 

or more disciplines or bodies of specialized knowledge to advance fundamental 

understanding or to solve problems whose solutions are beyond the scope of a single 

discipline or are of research practice”. This is the heart of the report consisting of the results 

of the analysis conducted on collected data and is usually presented in tabular, maps, 

graphical or narrative form depending on the nature of the research carried out. Therefore, 

this chapter describes the exact situation that was found in the study area profile of Lusaka, 

Central, Copperbelt and Eastern Provinces of Zambia.  

 

The data is presented systematically with regard to the main research objective, which is to 

examine the main factors that influence women involvement in drug trafficking in Zambia. 

4.1 Socio-demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

 

A total of 82 prison inmates from Lusaka, Copperbelt, and Central and Eastern province 

participated in this study of which 32 women and 50 were men. The participants were 

described in terms of employment status, educational level, age, and marital status, sex by 

province, nationality and number of children (Table 6). Eastern had one woman but prison 

authorities did not authorise to interview since she was the only woman in the prisons. This 

reduced the number of participants to 32.  

 

The data in Table 6 shows that the age variable was collected using grouping to carter for 

respondents who would not be willing or would be uncomfortable to reveal their exact age to 

the researcher. The lowest age grouping was juvenile and the class interval for each range 

was 9 (CI = 9).  The youngest participants fall in the age range of juveniles. The oldest 

participants’ falls in the age range of 56 years and above.  The modal age range, with 20 

(40%) participants for men and 12 (38%) for women was 26 years – 35 years.  

 

The marital status of the participants had four categories namely single, married, divorced 

and widowed. The representation of widowhood is 10 for females and none for males.  
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There were more men than women that participated in the study. The men were 50, 

representing 61% of the participants while women were 32, and representing 39% of the 

participants. This difference in numbers of participants is a result of the participant ratio 

imbalances. At one study site for instance, in Eastern Province there was only one female 

participant while in the other two study sites, there was similar unequal numbers of 

participants between males and females. Lusaka province had the highest number of 

participants for both female and male. 

 

Not all the participants had children and the number of children ranged from one to five. It 

was found that the majority of the male participants had at least one child each. Atleast ninety 

percent (90%) of the female participants had a child. The distributions of these findings are 

further illustrated in table 6. 

 

The educational level of the participants ranged from primary education to tertiary education. 

The majority of male (i.e. 60%) reached secondary school level whilst 75% of the women 

went only as far as primary education. Data in Table 6 also indicated that most men and 

female participants were never in formal employment.  

 

Lusaka and Central prisons had one foreigner each in the province arrested for drug 

trafficking during the period under study. 
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Table 6: Social Demographic Characteristics of Inmates who participated in the study by sex 

 

Background 

characteristics 

Female (n=32) Male (n=50) 

% No. % No. 

Age         

Juvenile 0.0 0 2.0 1 

<25 yrs 3.1 1 22.0 11 

26-35 37.5 12 40.0 20 

36-45 28.1 9 30.0 15 

46-55 3.1 1 6.0 3 

>56 28.1 9 0.0 0 

Marital Status         

Single 25.0 8 36.0 18 

Married 43.8 14 60.0 30 

Divorced 0.0 0 4.0 2 

Widowed 31.3 10 0.0 0 

Province         

C/Belt 18.8 6 16.0 8 

Lusaka 59.4 19 52.0 26 

Central 21.9 7 12.0 6 

Eastern 0.0 0 20.0 10 

Parenthood 

(with Children)         

Yes 90.6 29 76.0 38 

No 9.4 3 24.0 12 

Education         

≤ Primary  75.0 24 30.0 15 

Secondary 18.8 6 60.0 30 

Tertiary 6.3 2 10.0 5 

Other 0.0 0 0.0 0 

Employment         

Formal 3.1 1 20.0 10 

Self Employed 34.4 11 62.0 31 

other 62.5 20 18.0 9 

Nationality         

Zambian 96.9 31 98.0 49 

Foreign 3.1 1 2.0 1 
 

Source Author: 2014 
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Participation in the study by institutional officers was done and included; Prison Services of 

which 12 were females and 21 were male officers whose average age range was around 36-45 

years. In addition, 31 officers represented the Police Service while 17 represented the Drug 

Enforcement Commission and Magistrate/High Court Authorities represented by 18 officers 

(Table 7). Generally, participation in the study from Lusaka and Copperbelt provinces was 

more than in Eastern and Central provinces by institutional officers.  

 

Table 7: Social Demographic Characteristics of Law Enforcement Officer who participated in 

the study by institution and by sex 

 

Institution  Sex  

 Female Male Total  

Prison Warders in Charge  12 21 33 

DEC Officials  6 11 17 

Police in charge  15 16 31 

Courts:      

 High Court 

Judges  

5 2 7 

 Magistrates 8 3 11 

Total  46 53 99 

  
Source Author: 2014 

 

4.2 Gender specific vulnerabilities that expose women to be involved in Drug 

Trafficking 

 

The gender specific factors influencing women and men are presented as shown in Table 8. 

These outcomes are from the responses obtained from relevant institutions such as the 

(Courts, DEC, Police and Prisons) on the factors influencing women’s and men’s 

involvement in drug trafficking. The gender specific factors’ frequencies and percentages are 

shown in Table 8. It was shown that vulnerability which in this case was explained in terms 

of economic factors such as poverty in the context of this research, and cultural i.e. no 

suspicion and trust worthy factors indicated high influence on women and men involvement 

into drug trafficking. Generally, the motivation of women involved in drug trafficking was 

tracked back to impoverishment or economic or financial challenges which exposed women 

to such business. Vulnerability as earlier and as explained to the respondents during data 

collection meant high poverty levels and high affinity to quick financial benefits, which all 

bordered on economic situation of the society or country at large. 
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Table 8: Gender specific vulnerabilities that expose women to Drug Trafficking in Zambia 
 

Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number

Vulnability (i.e Poverty) 80.0 12 94.1 16 75.8 25 78.8 26

Cultural e.g No Suspicion & trustworthy 13.3 2 5.9 1 21.2 7 3.0 1

Lack of Awareness of Consequences 6.7 1 0.0 0 3.0 1 15.2 5

Competition among themselves (Luxuries) 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 3.0 1

Responses from 

Courts (n= 15)

Responses from 

DEC (n = 17)

Responses from 

Police (n = 33)

Responses from 

Prisons (n = 33)

Factors

 

Source: Author, 2013 

  

As shown in Table 8, most respondents attributed the number of women in drug trafficking to 

vulnerability and the exploitative cultural perceptions by drug peddlers. Furthermore, it was 

revealed that in comparison to women, most men involve themselves in drug trafficking due 

to the desire to attain a high financial status, luxuries and recognition in society. 

 

In Chapter 2 under 2.7, Giddens a sociologist and researcher defined poverty in two ways;  

a) Absolute Poverty, which is grounded in the idea of subsistence. The basic conditions 

that must be met in order to sustain a physically healthy existence. People who lack 

these fundamental requirements for human existence such as sufficient food, shelter 

and clothing are said to live in poverty. The concept of absolute poverty is seen to be 

universally applicable. It is held that standards for human subsistence are more or less 

the same for all people of an equivalent age and physique, regardless of where they 

live. An individual anywhere in the world can be said to live in poverty if he or she 

falls below this universal standard. 

b) Relative Poverty relates to poverty to the overall standard of living that prevails in a 

particular society. 

4.3 Perceived socio-economic benefits motivating women to engage in drug 

trafficking 

 

It was found that women were influenced to engage in drug trafficking due perceived socio-

economic benefits. These perceptions are also clearly motivated by vulnerabilities arising 

from high poverty levels. Most indications so far show that women are indeed the hardest hit 

by economic hardships; hence, exposure to drug trafficking highly puts them at a risk as the 

said women endure in trafficking in drugs in order to quickly earn a good living.  
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The observations above showed that more women were widowed than men, and less educated 

compared to men. These factors could attribute to ignorance and unemployment, and the 

socio-biological make-up of females predisposed them to the manipulative tendencies of the 

traffickers in return for more financial or economic benefits.  

 

The results also showed that there were socio-economic implications of rural and urban 

poverty. For example, although rural and urban poor are alike in that they must constantly 

seek the essentials of daily living, they have different kinds of involvement in drug problems. 

Rural poverty was more related to the supply of illicit drugs and urban poverty was more 

related to both dealing and demand. Urban dwellers were exposed to more varieties of abuse 

and are more vulnerable to taking up jobs in the illicit distribution system. More negative role 

models and opportunities to make illicit money are found among urban than rural poor. 

Poverty and wealth are relative concepts, which lead to trafficking patterns in which victims 

move from conditions of extreme poverty to conditions of less-extreme poverty. 

4.4 The influence of demographic factors associated with women involvement in 

drug trafficking 

 

The level of education of women involved in drug trafficking is shown in Table 6. It was 

found that the majority of women (twenty-four) who involved themselves in drug trafficking 

possessed primary education level. On the other hand, six (6) had secondary level of 

education whereas only two (2) had tertiary educational background. These result seem to 

suggest that the level of education has a positive influence on women`s involvement in drug 

trafficking. 

 

The highest number of males involved in drug trafficking had secondary level education (30) 

and those with primary education were fifteen (15) as shown in Table 6. Additionally, more 

males (5) with tertiary education got involved themselves in drug trafficking in comparison to 

females (2), refer to table 6. 

4.5 Cultural factors that influence women involvement in drug trafficking in 

Zambia. 

Women were often preferred to courier drugs because they were culturally perceived to be 

less likely to involve themselves in criminal activities. Additionally, the biological make up 

of women also exposed them exploitation of being used as couriers.  
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A number of culture factors could further be cited as an influence especially on women 

involvement in drug trafficking. In Zambia for instance, women have previously been 

brought up to focus more on learning house chaos and eventually getting married and start 

running a family. Due to upbringing, most girls bother less on getting good education so that 

they gain more knowledge and eventually get into formal employment. This can also be 

linked to our findings above on levels of education and formal employment for women.  

As indicated in earlier chapters, drug trafficking a complex phenomenon that is often driven 

or influenced by social, economic, cultural and other factors. Some of the common factors are 

poverty, oppression and lack of social or economic opportunity. These factors tend to exert 

pressures on victims that “push” them into drug trafficking. 

In Zambia, social or cultural practices have been seen to contribute to drug trafficking. For 

example, the devaluation of women and girls in a society makes them disproportionately 

vulnerable to drug trafficking. There is increasing appreciation of the need to understand how 

cultural socio factors shape the involvement of women in drug abuse. The findings of this 

research show that the root causes of drug trafficking are various and often differ from one 

place to another. 

Figure 12 shows responses regarding prevention of women involvement, the responses 

confirmed that women culturally were considered as weaker sex and sometimes abused by 

men; Figure 12 also confirms again on more on education for women to improve their 

literacy levels and help them get into formal employment. In the same line of abuse, usually 

widowed women usually go through challenges when their late husband’s immediately 

family end up grabbing property leaving with women nothing thereby impoverishing them. 
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Figure 12: Prevention of women involvement drug trafficking 

 

 
 

Source: Author 2014   

 

 

 



70 

 

CHAPTER FIVE: DISCUSSION 

5.0 Introduction 

 

This chapter discusses the results of the study. As shown earlier in chapter one, the main 

purpose of this study was to examine the factors influencing women involvement in drug 

trafficking. The study discusses the results obtained in line with the main objective. The 

chapter will discuss all variables in totality, interpret and relate certain findings with results 

from similar studies. 

5.1 Factors Influencing Women and Men Involvement in Drug Trafficking. 

 

The results obtained confirm that economic factors such as poverty and high financial gain 

influenced both women and men involvement in drug trafficking. Generally, drug trafficking 

business is believed to require no form of investment as well so most vulnerable women and 

men since they are incapacitated financially find it more appropriate to get involved for quick 

financial gains. Most of these women and men inmates stated that they were self-employed or 

in undefined businesses and this probably could have easily encouraged them to get involved 

in drug trafficking through their business connections or desire for quick money especially 

where there are even struggling with capital finds. Additionally, most of them also confirmed 

not doing a well-defined and established business, meaning they were simply looking out 

every time for any form of opportunity that brings them good financial benefits and meet 

their daily needs.  

 

The above view could also be supported with the outcome of employment status used for 

economic structure in that most of these women and men did not have adequate education to 

help them find formal employment or run legal businesses that could earn them a good living, 

such social disequilibriums highly affected women. 

 

It is evident from the 58% of the respondents that women and men got involved in drug 

trafficking because of their vulnerability or impoverished conditions due to different 

circumstances. Vulnerability as earlier defined in this research’s context in this case means 

high poverty levels, desire for quick and high financial benefits, which all border on 

economic situation of the society or country at large. Economic structure actually influenced 

women and men to get involved in drug trafficking.  
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Earlier in chapter two, poverty was defined as the basic conditions that must be met in order 

to sustain a physically healthy existence. People who lack these fundamental requirements for 

human existence such as sufficient food, shelter and clothing are said to live in poverty.  

 

Additionally, there seems to be a close link between poverty and employment, one of the 

major causes of poverty in our societies is the inability of work to provide decent levels of 

income resulting in people being unable to meet their basic needs. Vulnerability which came 

out prominent in frequency distribution was also considered an economic variable hence the 

conclusions above. Literature reviewed by Coomaraswamy (2006) shows that economic 

factors influence both women and men to get involved in drug trafficking. Most of these 

women and men inmates claimed that they were self-employed.  Descriptive statistics proved 

that existing economic structure (i.e. Unemployment levels and Poverty) influenced drug 

trafficking in our society, particularly Zambia. Additionally, other poor social factors seemed 

to also have an impact on influencing women and men in drug trafficking but it was due to 

the lack of better economic structures to support these social factors.  

 

The Figure 13 is a Pareto curve showing that only 30% of the factors contribute to 84% 

influence on women and men involvement in drug trafficking. This means that offenders are 

vulnerable, desire luxurious lives and appear too decent to be suspected to be participating in 

drug trafficking. The rest of the factors are minor and may not by themselves influence one to 

undertake the business. However, the minor factors can combine and influence a person to 

participate in drug trafficking. Despite forced involvement-scoring low with 2%, it alone can 

influence one to participate in the business where there is no social protection and security.  
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Figure 13: Factors influencing women involvement in drug trafficking 

 

 
 

Source: Author, 2012 

 

Compared with men, female offenders have been portrayed as ‘doubly deviant’ because their 

offending and drug use transgress both the law and social norms regarding appropriate 

femininity (Broom, 1994). Such norms expect women to conform to standards of the ‘good 

woman’ by adopting the appropriate feminine characteristics, such as being passive, 

respectable and subordinate to men, being a good housewife and mother, and avoiding heavy 

use of alcohol and of drugs (Ettorre, 1992; Maher, 1995). Nonetheless, stereotypes of female 

offenders and drug users abound in the research literature. 

 

Female offenders have been depicted as evil, mad, cunning, passive sexual deviants, un-

maternal and dependent on men (Denton, 2001; Ettorre, 1992; Sargent, 1992). In contrast, 

male offenders have been portrayed as resourceful, naturally aggressive, rational, and 

choosing to pursue an alternative career in criminality in response to limited legitimate 

opportunities (Hutton 2005; Maher and Daly 1996; White and Habibis, 2005). Additionally, 

female dealers are reputable for supplying a reliable product as opposed to common male 

drug practises of “ripping people off” (Denton and O’Malley, 1999, p. 521) 
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5.2 Perceived socio-economic benefits influencing women to engage in drug 

trafficking 

 

Unlike men, women in our society especially Zambia are still basically the people who run 

activities in the homes in terms of taking care of the family especially children, deciding what 

to eat or wear for them as the children are growing up. Men on the contrary go out to just 

fetch for money and usually give the money to the women to use for basic needs and 

associated expenses; men are largely viewed as providers. Women are said to be more 

sentimental, and they have traits involving warmth and expressiveness such as gentleness of 

others’ feelings.  Therefore, because of such traits among others, it could probably be the 

reason why even the above conclusions were obtained, that when a woman is imprisoned for 

drug trafficking especially as shown from the trend, the family is expected to experience 

more suffering within the families in which these women belong. It can also be suggested that 

when men are in prison, the hardship that the young children suffer are less adverse as 

compared to the hardship that the children would face when their mother is in prison. 

 

In some instances where men fail to provide, women go out of their way as expected by 

society to take the man’s role of being a provider and ended up in such illegal business, 

which is dangerous for them. Sometimes these women just are entangled because of the 

already existing poverty and financial problems especially if the business they are doing at 

that particular moment is not as lucrative as the drug trafficking business.    

5.3 Age Distribution of Drug Traffickers 

 

The information in Table 9 shows that we have high levels of youth involvement in drug 

trafficking for both males and females. Additional, it is also noticed that female participation 

is relatively higher in older women above 56 years old compared to men and quiet 

insignificant for ages 25 years old and below and 46-55 years old. This result corroborates 

findings by Henry and Sanford (1972, p. 20) that drug dealers range widely in age, from 12 to 

70 years old, with a median age usually in the 19 to 23 bracket. The general trend is that older 

drug traffickers usually occupy the higher levels in the drug hierarchy, while younger dealers 

occupy the lower ranks. The majority of drug dealers are from the lower to middle socio-

economic classes. 
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Table 9: Age distribution of victims of drug trafficking 

 

Male Female 

The majority of the offenders in the research 

area are aged between 26-35 years to a sum of 

20, followed by the grouping of 36-45 years to 

a sum of 15 and lastly less the 25 years 

summing to 11 

The majority of the offenders in the research 

area are aged between 26-35 years to a sum of 

12, followed by the grouping of 36-45 years and 

above 56 years each summing up to  9 and lastly 

less than 25 years and 46-55 years each 

summing to 1 

  
Source: Author, 2012 

 

5.4 Marital and Parental Status of Drug Traffickers 

  

The situation regarding marital status is that most traffickers are married in both men and 

women. However, the next modal among women is the widowed and then the single ones as 

exhibited in the Table 6, whilst for men it was the single ones who came second highest. 

Most of these offenders in the study area are parents in both men and women majority of 

whom are in Lusaka and followed by Eastern Province for men 90% of the women are 

parents and 76% of the men are parents. 

 

5.5 Education and Employment Status of Drug Traffickers 

 

The majority of men went up-to secondary school and some to primary and only a few attend 

tertiary education. The majority of the cases are from Lusaka followed by Eastern Provinces. 

On the other hand, the majority the women only up to the primary followed by secondary and 

no one attend tertiary education. Therefore, the level of education in totality is under 

secondary education to a ratio of 10:90 (Tertiary: Secondary). The implication is nine in 

every 10 drug traffickers had only gone up to secondary school. 
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Figure 14: Figures showing educational level of incarcerated Female and Male respondents 

involved in drug trafficking 

 

i) Female Education                                     ii) Male Education 

 

Source: Author, 2012. 

 

Regarding employment, the majority of both men and women offenders are self-employed 

and in undefined kind business respectively as shown in figures 16 and 17 below. 

 

Figure 15: Showing Employment Status of incarcerated women and men respondents who were 

involved in drug trafficking 
 

i) Female                                                                        ii) Male     

 
 

 
Source: Author, 2012. 

 

The two statuses (employment and education) are supported by studies of female prisoners in 

the United Kingdom (Carlen, 1988), the United States (Chesney-Lind, 1997) and Australia 

(Johnson 2004) which consistently found that women prisoners share a number of common 

characteristics.  
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The majority of the respondents who had grown up in state care or difficulty family 

circumstances and have lived in poverty. Few have completed their high school education or 

had the opportunity to undergo training to pursue legitimate employment opportunities. 

Whereas, many had experienced physical and/or sexual abuse as adults or children; some 

came from situations of homelessness or inadequate housing and majority are sole parents 

and unemployed. These experiences compliment factors such as that low education level fail 

to penetrate into formal employment and so the victim is forced to try self-employment and 

equally end up a single parent.  

 

Further, drug dealers are diversified in nature and come from various backgrounds. The 

majority of drug dealers were drug users themselves in their teenage years and were 

immersed in the drug subculture at an early age. Thus, as a user and purchaser, they are not 

strangers to the process involved in selling illicit drugs hence are able to manoeuvre around 

even with low education levels. Eventually, a dealer might progressively become “larger” as 

he/she makes new connections within the drug network. High-level drug traffickers often fall 

into two categories: Businesspersons drug traffickers or criminal drug traffickers (Desroches, 

2001). The business persons type dealers usually have owned previous businesses and are 

typically law-abiding individuals. The criminal drug trafficker type dealers, on the other 

hand, have been involved in a deviant lifestyle early on and have a record of criminal 

activities. This explains why the majority of offenders in the study area are in self-

employment. 

5.6 Cultural factors that influence women involvement in drug trafficking in 

Zambia. 

 

Culturally especially in Zambia, women are viewed as a weaker sex and are expected to be 

submissive, under 2.9.5 it was clearly indicated that women’s role in drug trafficking is 

commonly linked to their subordinate nature although certain researchers propose that some 

of their female-type characteristics actually facilitate their role as drug dealers. Additionally, 

under 2.9.7 it is also shown that women are perceived as submissive, not aggressive or 

violent however certain characteristic puts them at an advantage in drug trafficking. They 

have taken advantage of their genetic makeup and characteristics to help them participate in 

this drug trafficking business.  
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The women usually resort to ingenious ways of concealing these drugs, but culturally it is 

least expected for a woman to conceal drugs especially in her private parts for instance. So, 

due to some of these cultural perceptions and stereotyping, some women will get involved in 

drug trafficking when faced with certain financial challenges in society.   

 

5.7 Effectiveness of Prevention Measures to put in place to discourage Women 

Involvement in Drug Trafficking 

 

Table 10 presents responses of relevant institutions’ responses as obtained on the 

effectiveness of prevention measures from having women involved in drug trafficking using 

descriptive statistics. The factors and their frequencies as a percent are shown in the Table 

below as obtained in Appendix J.  

 

Table 10: Responses on the Effectiveness of DT Prevention Measures by proportion of 

respondents by institutions 

 

Measure DEC (%) Police (%) Prisons (%) 

Still Improving 47.1 51.5 45.5 

Effective 29.4 9.1 18.2 

Very Effective - 12.1 6.1 

No such aware of any programs 23.5 27.3 30.3 

 
Source: Constructed by Author 2012 

 

Table 10 shows the detailed information of whether measures or programs put in place to 

discourage women involvement in drug trafficking were effective.  According to the 

responses obtained from DEC in Appendix J, 47.1 percent confirmed that programs and 

measures put in place were still improving and not effective yet. Similarly, the Police from 

table 5.24 and Prisons from table 5.33 showed that 58.6 percent and 45.5 percent respectively 

confirmed that these programs or measures were still improving. In the same line, other 

responses obtained indicated that they were either effective or were not aware of any such 

programs. However, the majority confirmed that measures or programs put in place to 

discourage women involvement were not effective but still improving. 
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Additionally, from Table 5.9, 5.15, 5.23 and 5.32 in Appendix J, it was obtained that 58.8 

percent, 45.5 percent and 57.6 percent of the responses from DEC, Police and Prisons 

indicated that conducting sensitization campaigns on the dangers of drug trafficking was one 

of the major ways of preventing, reducing or elimination of women involvement in drug 

trafficking. Nevertheless, from the general results obtained, it was very clear that even such 

measures had not yielded much positive results and hence were not effective as even seen 

from the pattern or trend results in the tables under Appendix J which showed that women 

involvement in drug trafficking was instead increasing. 

 

Table 11 summarizes the above information and the results of responses obtained. 

 

Table 11: Prevention Measures used currently by responses 

 

Measures Court (%) DEC (%) Police (%) Prisons (%) 

Sensitization Campaign of DT 40.0 58.8 45.5 57.6 

Strengthening of DT laws 13.3 29.4 36.4 24.2 

Stakeholder collaboration 26.7 11.8 6.1 15.2 

Other - - - - 

 

Source: Constructed by Author 

 

Given the above outcomes, it was confirmed that the current measures being used to 

discourage women involvement in drug trafficking were not effective. There was enough 

evidence that even with the programs or measures in place to prevent or discourage women 

involvement in drug trafficking these programs or measures were not effective.  
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CHAPTER SIX: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

6.0 Introduction 

 

This   chapter   outlines   the   conclusions   and   recommendations   of   the   research.   The 

recommendations suggested herein focused on the best way to address the challenges of 

women involvement in drug trafficking in Zambia. However, objectives are reviewed before 

drawing the conclusions and making recommendations. The chapter therefore has the 

following thematic issues to be discussed: 

 

a) The main conclusions 

 

b) Possible recommendations 

 

c) Areas for future research 
 

The main factors influencing women and men in drug trafficking according to the findings of 

this research were largely vulnerability (economical-high level of unemployment and 

poverty), no suspicion among the female offenders and lack of awareness of the laws against 

drug trafficking. There are of course many other reasons that would be at play but according 

to the finding of this research, most women and even men got involved because of quick 

“easy” money for survival or good living. Therefore, the first objective which is connected to 

the main objective has been achieved. 

 

The negative effect on victims of drug trafficking are that the family is left suffering when the 

bread winner is incarcerated, chance of death increases with sophistication in drug 

concealment within the female bodies, there is damage to the reputation of the individual and 

complete breakdown of the family. The level of education associated with offenders in both 

men and women is generally secondary and below therefore this is an area of concern 

especially contributing to drug trafficking.  

 

The level of education associated with drug traffickers is at most secondary. However, 

primary and secondary showed 50% chance for any given sample under review and so the 

third objective has been achieved. Several measures and programs have been implemented to 

deter women and men involvement in drug trafficking, sensitization campaigns and 

stakeholder collaboration. However, these measures still need to be reviewed on how 

effective they are. 
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6.1 Conclusion 

 

The conclusions are based on the main issues discussed in the research. It is quite clear from 

the findings and discussion above that the main cause of women involvement in drug 

trafficking is poor economic structures to protect these women from poverty and high 

unemployment levels thereby providing a quality life for themselves and their families. The 

study revealed that largely poverty, quick financial benefits and lack of formal employment 

were largely making both women and men vulnerable to the vice.  

 

Culture in most societies plays very important role as well in drug trafficking, as noticed 

women are generally viewed as a weaker sex and submissive. And based on this and many 

other cultural practices stated earlier in the research, women willingly and unwillingly 

leverage on particular society culture to get involved in drug trafficking. 

 

The level of education compounded by lack of formal employments further puts most women 

and some men as risk of getting involved especially for quick financial gain. It is also worth 

noting that despite the dangers and risk involved in this illegal business, drug trafficking still 

remains a serious problem in most countries. It is worth noting that due to lack of education, 

it was proving difficult to get these women into formal employment, which could earn them a 

decent income for a better living.  

 

Most the women and men involved in drug trafficking are still in their youthful age; this age 

category is still active and looking for several and fast ways of survival. As stated, most 

government should focus at education and providing formal employment as way of 

preventing the risk of exposing them to the scourge. 

6.2 Recommendations 

 
6.2.1 The Government should empower women through the youth empowerment fund where sixty 

percent of the beneficiaries must be female youths since the majority of offenders are youths 

according to this research 

6.2.2 The DEC and the Government should step up various awareness programmes such as drug 

clinics where communities would be educated on drugs and drug related offences. 

6.2.3 The Government should increase meaningful formal employment especially among women 

folk and girls so that they are not vulnerable because of poverty. This can be achieved by 

taking appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in the field of 
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employment in order to ensure, on a basis of gender equality, the right to equal pay for equal 

work and the right to equality in employment opportunities   

6.2.4 The Government, Non Governmental Organisations, Faith Based Organizations and the 

Church should empower the Girl Child with education, which would help brighten the future 

of such females and males so that eventually they get into formal employment or decent self-

employment and become less vulnerable to the scourge. Additionally, cultural believes which 

contribute to, negatively to the acceptable practices of society should be seriously discouraged 

and campaigned against. 

6.2.5 The Government should collaborate closely with other foreign countries and deal with drug 

cartels in the region, continent and globe. 

6.2.6 The Government and Private sector should enhance job opportunities for women by 

facilitating business opportunities for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). 

Organizing SME training courses and targeting them in particular at high-risk groups such as 

women.  

6.2.7 The Ministry of Gender and Child Development should ensure that policies are in place that 

allow women equal access to and control over economic and financial resources by promoting 

flexible financing and access to credit, including microcredit at low interest  

 

6.3 Areas for Future Research 

 

This research focused on “Factors Influencing Drug Trafficking among Women in Zambia: A 

Gendered Analysis “in selected provinces of Zambia. Further research can cover the whole 

Zambia and especially the border towns to test the effect of increased sample size 
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APPENDICIES 

Appendix A-Consent Form 

                                                                                                                                            UNZAREC FORM 1b 

 
 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA 

DIRECTORATE OF RESEARCH AND GRADUATE STUDIES 

 
Telphone:  290258/  

Fax:  +260-1-290258/253937                                            P. O Box 32379 

Email  drgs@unza.zm                             Lusaka, Zambia 

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE 

CONSENT FORM 

(Translated into vernacular if necessary) 

TITLE OF RESEARCH: DRUG TRAFFICKING IN ZAMBIA: A GENDERED ANALYSIS 

OF WOMEN INVOLVEMENT. 

REFERENCE TO RESEARCH TO PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET: 
1. Make sure that you read the Information Sheet carefully, or that it has been explained to you to your 

satisfaction. 

2. Your permission is required if tape or audio recording is being used. 

3. Your participation in this research is entirely voluntary, i.e. you do not have to participate if you do not 

wish to. 

4. Refusal to take part will involve no penalty or loss of services to which you are otherwise entitled. 

5. If you decide to take part, you are still free to withdraw at any time without penalty or loss of services 

and without giving a reason for your withdrawal. 

6. You may choose not to answer particular questions that are asked in the study. If there is anything  that 

you would prefer not to discuss, please feel free to say so. 

7. The information collected in this interview will be kept strictly confidential. 

8. If you choose to participate in this research study, your signed consent is required below before I 

proceed with the interview with you.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

VOLUNTARY CONSENT 

I have read (or have had explained to me) the information about this research as contained in the Participant 

Information Sheet. I have had the opportunity to ask questions about it and any questions I have asked have been 

answered to my satisfaction.  

I now consent voluntarily to be a participant in this project and understand that I have the right to end the interview 

at any time, and to choose not answer particular questions that are asked in the study. 

My signature below says that I am willing to participate in this research: 

Participant’s name (Printed): ………………………………………………………………………… 

Participant’s signature: ………………………… Consent Date: …………………………………  

Researcher Conducting Informed Consent (Printed)  

CHILUῶA KAKUSA 

Signature of Research: …………………………………...........… Date: ………………………………… 

                Signature of parent/guardian: ……………………….............. Date: ……………………………………

   

mailto:drgs@unza.zm
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Appendix B - Introductory Letter 

 

 
THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA 

Post Graduate Studies 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Department of Gender Development Studies 

 

Dear Respondent, 

 

I am currently pursuing my masters’ degree in Gender Development Studies at the University of Zambia and I 

am carrying out a research study on “Drug Trafficking in Zambia: A Gendered Analysis of Women 

Involvement”. 
 

In order for me to achieve the objective of my research, it is my kind request that you participate in this study by 

responding to this questionnaire. Kindly note that by responding to the questionnaire, you will not only be 

making valuable contribution to this research but also provide valuable information that can contribute towards 

the prevention of women involvement in drug trafficking and enhancement of their lives. 

 

The responses to the questionnaire will be held in high confidentiality and will only be used for purposes of this 

particular study, as such your responses will be considered as valid and accurate information. 

 

Thank you for your time and cooperation in responding to the questionnaire. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

Chiluŵa Kakusa 

 

(Researcher) 
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Appendix C - Questionnaire for the Prison Authorities 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

- This questionnaire has twenty (20) questions. Please answer all the questions giving detailed explanations 

where possible. 

- Please use either blue or black ball point pen and write clearly. 

- Please tick where appropriate (√). 

 

Questionnaire to the Prison Authority 

1. Position/Title of Respondent.......................................................................  

2. Sex       Male                          Female 

3. Age..........     Below 25                26- 35                 36-45                46-55              Above 56  

4. Do you ever receive any women prisoners?  

YES                                                       NO 

5. If no to question 4, explain why? 

...........................................................................................................................................................  

6. If yes to question 4, have you ever received any women in addition to men prisoners involved in drug 

trafficking?  

YES                                                       NO 

 

7. If yes to question 6,  What has been the maximum and minimum sentence on average for the past five 

to ten years for these women prisoners involved in drug trafficking? Please specify. 

a) First Offender………………………………………………….. 

b) Second Offender……………………………………………….. 

c) Other/Subsequent Offender…………………………………… 

8. If no to question 6, explain the role your institution plays in dealing with women involved in drug 

trafficking. 

Explanation…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

9. What has been the pattern of women involvement in drug trafficking in the last 5 to 10 years? 

a) Decreasing 

b) Constant  

c) Increasing 

d) Other (specify)………………………………………………………………………… 

10. What has been the pattern of men involvement in drug trafficking in the last 5 to 10 years? 

a)   Decreasing 

b)    Constant  

d) Increasing 
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e) Other (specify)……………………………………………………………………… 

11. What is mainly the marital status of women involved in drug trafficking? 

Single                      Married                            Divorced                         Widow  

 

 

12. What has been the number of  women arrested for drug trafficking in the following years; 

                (a) 2011………………………….   (e) 2007………………………………… 

                (b) 2010………………………….    (f) 2006………………………………. 

                (c) 2009…………….……………..  (g) 2005…………………………….. 

                (d) 2008…………………………..   (h) 2004………………………………. 

13. What are the most common illegal drugs that these women have been involved in? 

a) ……………………………….  

b) ……………………………… 

c)………………………………. 

d)………………………………. 

e)………………………………… 

 

14.  What major factors have been found which cause women involvement in drug trafficking? 

               a) Lack of knowledge and awareness of the consequences 

               b) Low levels of education 

               c) Less likely to arouse suspicion and considered trustworthy 

               d) Vulnerability (Poverty, Extreme desperation , Quick financial  

                   benefits) 

                e) Others (Specify)........................................................................... ...............................………… 

15. What are some of the dangers or consequences on women involved in drug trafficking?  

 Please state; 

a) Increased breakdown of social and cultural values in the country   

 

b) Damage of image of the country and women 

 

 

c) Families may suffer especially for single parent families when jailed 

 

d) Death rate; either in prison or if inserted in the body  

 

e) Others (Specify)……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

16. What measures are in place to help prevent, reduce or eliminate women involvement in drug 

trafficking? 

 

 

a) Continuous strengthening and enforcement of the law on drug trafficking 

b) Conducting sensitization campaigns on dangers of drug trafficking       

c) Collaborating with other stakeholders on drug trafficking  
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d) Increasing the capacity of the commission 

e) Others (Specify) …………………………………………………………………………… 

17. Is there any special or deliberate program to assist these women arrested for drug trafficking which 

would prevent them from committing this offence again apart from just serving the sentence? If yes, then tick 

where appropriate. 

a)  Training them into different basic survival skills 

b) Linking them with women clubs or organization which can empower them 

c)  Continuous rehabilitation 

d) Other (Specify) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

18. If  No to question 17, then why is it that there is no program for such women? 

The program is costly 

a) There is no interest from such women after they are released 

b) There are no resources for such a program 

c) It is not one of the institution policies, role or duty   

d) Other (specify) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

19. How effective is or are the programs and measures selected or specified in question 16 and 17explain? 

Still improving 

a) Effective 

b) Very effective 

c) No such programs exists      

d) Explain choice of answer: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

20.  Are the laws and other measures put in place in Zambia to prevent drug trafficking adequate as 

compared to other countries to prevent women drug trafficking? 

              Yes                                                                                           No  

 

Explain:..................................................................................................................... ............................... 

 

-THANK YOU- 
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Appendix D – Questionnaire to the Women Inmates 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

- This questionnaire has eighteen (18) questions. Please answer all the questions giving detailed explanations 

where possible. 

- Please use blue ball point pen and write clearly. 

- Please tick where appropriate (√). 

 

Questionnaire to the Women Inmate. 

 

1. Age- Below 25          26- 35         36-45           46-55          Above 56             Juvenile 

 

2. Sex                   Male                             Female 

 

3. Marital Status;          Single                      Married                            

 

4. Nationality:             Zambian                       Other (specify)……………….……… 

5. Do you have any children and if yes, state how many? 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

 

6. Level of Education 

a) Primary and below 

b) Secondary 

c) University/College 

d) Other ( Specify )                                                             

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

7. What were you doing before being arrested for drug trafficking? 

a) Formal Employment 

b) Self Employed  

c) Other  ( Specify )                                                  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…… 

 

 

8. How many times have you been arrested for drug trafficking in Zambia?  

a) Once 

b) Twice 

c) Thrice 

d) Other ( Specify ) ........................................................................................................... ................ 
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9. Have ever been arrested in a foreign country for drug trafficking? 

Yes                                                    No  

 

10. If yes to question 6, state the number of times? 

……………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

11. If no to question 6, state where you were arrested from? 

……………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

12. What is the period of your sentence? Specify…………………………………………………. 

13. How did you find yourself trafficking in drugs? 

a) Through friends 

b) Was forced 

c) Other  

(Specify)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………

…………………………………………………………………. 

 

14. What do you think causes women to get involved in drug trafficking? 

a) Neglected by their spouses 

b) Abused by men 

c) Can easily act as couriers without being suspected 

d) Competing within themselves (luxurious) 

e) Others 

Specify:………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

15. What do you think should be done to help stop women involvement in drug trafficking? 

a) Deliberately increase the number of women in formal employment 

b) Stiffen further the laws drug trafficking for both men and women 

c) Protect women from abuse by men 

d) Strengthen the education and campaigns on dangers of drug trafficking 

e) Other  

Specify…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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16. What do you think of the pattern of women involvement in drug trafficking in the past 5 to 10 years? 

a) Decreasing 

b) Constant  

c) Increasing 

d) Other  

 

Specify……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

17. Do you think there is any other role the government and non- government organizations can do to assist 

prevent women involvement in drug trafficking? 

Yes                                                                                                     No 

 

18.  If yes, what are the measures? 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

19. If No, who else (e.g. DEC, Police, Prisons, NGOCC, WILSA, etc) should be involved to prevent 

women involvement in drug trafficking? And explain how? 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

- THANK YOU - 
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Appendix E - Questionnaire to the Men Inmates 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

- This questionnaire has eighteen (18) questions. Please answer all the questions giving detailed explanations 

where possible. 

- Please use blue ball point pen and write clearly. 

- Please tick where appropriate ( √ ). 

 

Questionnaire to the Men Inmate. 

 

1. Age- Below 25            26- 35          36-45            46-55           Above 56             Juvenile 

 

2. Sex                                  Male                             Female 

 

3. Marital Status;                      Single                      Married                            

 

4. Nationality?             Zambian                       Other 

(specify)……………….………………………………….  

5. Do you have any children and if yes, state how many? 

....................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

6. Level of  Education 

a) Primary and  below 

b) Secondary 

c) University/College 

d) Other ( Specify )                                                             

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

7. What were you doing before being arrested for drug trafficking? 

a) Formal Employment 

b) Self Employed  

c) Other  ( Specify )                                                  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…… 

 

8. How many times have you been arrested for drug trafficking in Zambia?  

a) Once 

b) Twice 
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c) Thrice 

d) Other ( Specify ) .....................................................................................  

9. Have ever been arrested in a foreign country for drug trafficking? 

Yes                                                    No  

 

10. If yes to question 9, state the number of times? 

……………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…. 

11. If no to question 9, state where you were arrested from? 

……………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………

……………………………… 

12. What is the period of your sentence? Specify…………………………………………………. 

13. How did you find yourself trafficking in drugs? 

a) Through friends 

b) Was forced 

c) Other  

(Specify)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…… 

 

14. What do you think causes men to get involved in drug trafficking? 

a) Neglected by their family 

b) Forced 

c) Can easily act as middlemen 

d) Competing within themselves (luxurious) 

e) Others 

Specify:………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

15. What do you think should be done to help stop men involvement in drug trafficking? 

a) Deliberately increase the number of men in formal employment 

b) Stiffen further the laws drug trafficking  

c) Protect men from abuse by fellow men 

d) Strengthen the education and campaigns on dangers of drug trafficking 

e) Other  

Specify…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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16. What do you think of the pattern of men involvement in drug trafficking in the past 5 to 10 years? 

a) Decreasing 

b) Constant  

c) Increasing 

d) Other  

Specify…………………………………………………………………… 

 

17. Do you think there is any other role the government and non- government organizations can do to assist 

prevent men involvement in drug trafficking? 

Yes                                                                     No 

 

18.  If yes, what are the measures? 

......................................................................................................................................................................... ...........

.................................................................................................................................... 

 

19. If No, who else (e.g. DEC, Police, Prisons, NGOCC, WiLSA, etc) should be involved to prevent men 

involvement in drug trafficking? And explain how? 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

- THANK YOU - 
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Appendix F - Questionnaire for the Police Service 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

- This questionnaire has eighteen (18) questions. Please answer all the questions giving detailed explanations 

where possible. 

- Please use either blue or black ball point pen and write clearly. 

- Please tick where appropriate (√ ). 

 

Questionnaire to the Police Service. 

1. Position/Title of Respondent....................................................................... . 

2. Sex       Male                          Female 

3. Age          Below 25                26- 35                 36-45                46-55              Above 56  

4. Have you ever arrested any women or men involved in drug trafficking?  

YES                                                       NO 

5. If yes to question 4, what is done after arresting either a woman or man for drug trafficking? 

a) Interrogated and taken to court 

b) Interrogated and handed over to Drug Enforcement  Commission 

c) Interrogated and taken to prison 

d) Other (Specify)………………………………….. 

 

6. If no to question 4, explain the role your institution plays in dealing with women and men involved in 

drug trafficking. 

Explaination…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

7. What has been the pattern of women involvement in drug trafficking in the last 5 to 10 years? 

a) Decreasing 

b) Constant  

c) Increasing 

d) Other (specify)…………………………………………… … 

8. What has been the pattern of men involvement in drug trafficking in the last 5 to 10 years? 

a) Decreasing 

b) Constant  

c) Increasing 

d) Other (specify.......................................................... 
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e)  

9. What is mainly the marital status of women involved in drug trafficking? 

Single                      Married                            Divorced                         Widow   

 

 

10. What has been the number of women arrested for drug trafficking in the following years; 

                             (a) 2011………………………….   (e) 2007………………………………… 

                             (b) 2010………………………….    (f) 2006………………………………. 

                (c) 2009…………….……………..  (g) 2005…………………………….. 

                (d) 2008…………………………..   (h) 2004………………………………. 

11. What are the most common illegal drugs that these women have been involved in? 

  a) ………………………………  

b) ……………………………… 

c)………………………………. 

d)………………………………. 

e)………………………………… 

 

12.  What major factors have been found which cause women involvement in drug trafficking?  

a) Lack of knowledge and awareness of the consequences 

b) Low levels of education 

c) Less likely to arouse suspicion and considered trustworthy 

d) Vulnerability (Poverty, Extreme desperation , Quick financial  

benefits) 

e) Others (Specify).......................................................................................................... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

13. What are some of the dangers or consequences on women involved in drug trafficking? Please state; 

a) Increased breakdown of social and cultural values in the country   

 

b) Damage of image of the country and women 

 

c) Families may suffer especially for single parent families when jailed 

 

d) Death rate; either in prison or if inserted in the body  

 

e) Others (Specify)……………………………………………………………………… 

 

14. What measures are in place to help prevent, reduce or eliminate women involvement in drug 

trafficking? 

a) Continuous strengthening and enforcement of the law on drug trafficking 

b) Conducting sensitization campaigns on dangers of drug trafficking       

c) Collaborating with other stakeholders on drug trafficking  
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d) Increasing the capacity of the commission 

e) Others (Specify) ……………………………………………………………… 

15. Is there any program to assist these women arrested for drug trafficking which would prevent them 

from committing this offence again apart from just serving the sentence? If yes, then tick where appropriate. 

a)  Training them into different basic survival skills 

b)   Linking them with women clubs or organization which can empower them 

c)  Continuous rehabilitation 

d) Other (Specify) ………………………………………… 

16. If No to question 15, then why is it that there is no program for such women? 

a) The program is costly 

b) There is no interest from such women after they are released 

c) There are no resources for such a program 

d) It is not one of the institution policies, role or duty   

e) Other (specify)……………………………………………………… 

17. How effective is or are the programs and measures selected or specified in question 14 and 15 explain? 

a) Still improving 

b) Effective 

c) Very effective 

d) No such programs exists      

Explain choice of answer: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

18.  Are the laws and other measures put in place in Zambia to prevent drug trafficking adequate as 

compared to other countries to prevent women drug trafficking? 

              Yes                                                                                           No  

 

Explain:..................................................................................................................... ............................... 

 

 

- THANK YOU - 
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Appendix G - Questionnaire for the Drug Enforcement Commission 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

- This questionnaire has eighteen (18 ) questions. Please answer all the questions giving detailed explanations 

where possible. 

- Please use either blue or black ball point pen and write clearly. 

- Please tick where appropriate ( √ ). 

 

Questionnaire to the Drug Enforcement Commission (DEC). 

 

1. Position/Title of Respondent........................................................................ 

2. Sex       Male                          Female 

 

3. Age     Below 25                26- 35                 36-45                46-55              Above 56  

4. Have you ever arrested any women or men involved in drug trafficking?  

YES                                                       NO 

 

5. If yes to question 4, what is done after arresting either a woman or man for drug trafficking? 

a) Interrogated and taken to court 

b) Interrogated and handed over to police 

c) Interrogated and taken to prison 

d) Other (Specify)………………………………………… 

 

6. If no to question 4, explain the role your institution plays in dealing with women and men involved in 

drug trafficking. 

Explanation…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

7. What has been the pattern of women involvement in drug trafficking in the last 5 to 10 years? 

a) Decreasing 

b) Constant  

c) Increasing 

d) Other (specify)…………………………. 

8. What has been the pattern of men involvement in drug trafficking in the last 5 to 10 years? 

a) Decreasing 

b) Constant  

c) Increasing 

d) Other (specify)…………………………. 
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9. What is mainly the marital status of women involved in drug trafficking? 

Single                      Married                            Divorced                         Widow   

 

 

 

10. What has been the number of women arrested for drug trafficking in the following years; 

                             (a) 2011………………………….         (e) 2007……………………… 

                             (b) 2010………………………….          (f) 2006……………………….. 

                (c) 2009…………….……………..        (g) 2005……………………….. 

                (d) 2008…………………………..         (f) 2004……………………….. 

11. What are the most common illegal drugs that these women have been involved in? 

                    a) ……………………………….  

b) ……………………………… 

c)………………………………. 

d)………………………………. 

e)………………………………… 

 

12. What major factors have been found which cause women involvement in drug trafficking?  

a) Lack of knowledge and awareness of the consequences 

b) Low levels of education 

c) Less likely to arouse suspicion and considered trustworthy 

d) Vulnerability (Poverty, Extreme desperation , Quick financial  

benefits) 

e) Others (Specify)..........................................................................................................  

13. What are some of the dangers or consequences on women involved in drug trafficking? Please state; 

a) Increased breakdown of social and cultural values in the country   

 

b) Damage of image of the country and women 

 

                    c)   Families may suffer especially for single parent families when jailed 

 

d) Death rate; either in prison or if inserted in the body  

 

c) Others (Specify)………………………………………………………………………  

 

14. What measures are in place to prevent, reduce or eliminate women involvement in drug trafficking? 

a) Continuous strengthening and enforcement of the law on drug trafficking 

b) Conducting sensitization campaigns on dangers of drug trafficking       

c) Collaborating with other stakeholders on drug trafficking  

d) Increasing the capacity of (DEC) 
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e) Others (Specify) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

15. Is there any program to assist these women arrested for drug trafficking which would prevent them 

from committing this offence again apart from just serving the sentence? If yes, then tick where appropriate (√) 

 

a)  Training them into different basic survival skills 

b)   Linking them with women clubs or organization which can empower them 

c)  Continuous rehabilitation 

d) Other (Specify) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

16. If No to question 15, then why is it that there is no program for such women? 

a) The program is costly 

b) There is no interest from such women after they are released 

c) There are no resources for such a program 

d) It is not one of the institution policies, role or duty   

e) Other (specify)........................................................ 

17. How effective is or are the programs and measures selected or specified in question 14 and 15 explain? 

a) Still improving 

b) Effective 

c) Very effective 

d) No such programs exists 

Explain your choice: ……………………………………………………………………… 

 

18. Are the laws and other measures put in place in Zambia to prevent women drug trafficking adequate as 

compared to other countries to prevent women drug trafficking? 

              Yes                                                                                          No  

 

 

Explain:..................................................................................................... ............................................... 

 

 

 

- THANK YOU – 
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Appendix H - Questionnaire to the Magistrate/High Court Authority 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

- This questionnaire has nineteen (19) questions. Please answer all the questions giving detailed explanations 

where possible. 

- Please use either blue or black ball point pen and write clearly. 

- Please tick where appropriate. 

 

Questionnaire to the Magistrate/High Court Authority 

1. Position/Title of Respondent........................................................................ 

2. Sex       Male                          Female 

3. Age            Below 25               26- 35                 36-45                46-55              Above 56  

4. Are there any drug trafficking cases that you handled in the past 5 to 10 years? 

Yes                                      No 

5. What has been the pattern of men drug trafficking cases in the past 5 to 10 years? 

Constant                  Increasing                       Decreasing                    

Other (Specify)…………………… 

 

6. What has been the pattern of women drug trafficking cases in the past 5 to 10 years? 

Constant                  Increasing                       Decreasing 

 

Other (Specify)…………………… 

 

7. What is mainly the marital status of women involved in drug trafficking cases? 

Single                      Married                            Divorced                         Widow  

8.  Have you had any acquittal cases of women involved in drug trafficking in the past 5 and 10 years?    

Yes                                No    

9.  If yes to question 8, state the number such cases as follows: 

i. 2011…………….                             vii. 2005……………… 

ii. 2010……………                                           vii. 2004………………                              

iii. 2009……………. 

iv. 2008……………. 

v. 2007……………. 

vi. 2006…………… 
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10. If  NO to question 8, explain the reason? 

....................................................................................................................................... 

 

11. What is the number of women convicted for drug trafficking in the past 5 to 10 years? 

i. 2011………………………                          vi.2006…………… 

ii. 2010……………………..                            vii. 2005…………… 

iii. 2009………………………                          Viii. 2004………… 

iv. 2008…………………….. 

v. 2007…………………….. 

12. What are the most common drugs that these women drug traffickers have been involved in? 

                    a)……………………………….. 

 b)……………………………….. 

c)………………………………… 

                    d)………………………………… 

                    e)………………………………… 

 

         13.  What major factors have been found which cause women involvement in drug trafficking?  

a) Lack of knowledge and awareness of the consequences 

b) Low levels of education 

c) Less likely to arouse suspicion and considered trustworthy 

d) Vulnerability (Poverty, Extreme desperation , Quick financial  

benefits) 

e) Others (Specify).......................................................................................................... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

14. What are some of the dangers or consequences on women involved in drug trafficking? Please state; 

a.   Increased breakdown of social and cultural values in the country  

 

b.   Damage of image of the country and women 

 

c.   Families may suffer especially for single parent families when jailed 

 

d.  Death rate; either in prison or if inserted in the body  

 

e.  Others 

(Specify)…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

15. What has been the maximum and minimum sentence on average for the past five years for the women 

convicted for drug trafficking? 

 

a) Maximum............................................................................ ............ 

b)   Minimum...........................................................................................  
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16. What measures are in place to prevent, reduce or eliminate women involvement in drug trafficking? 

a) Continuous strengthening and enforcement of the law on drug trafficking 

b) Conducting sensitization campaigns on dangers of drug trafficking       

c) Collaborating with other stakeholders on drug trafficking  

d) Increasing the capacity of the Drug Enforcement Commission 

e) Others (Specify) ……………………………………………………………… 

17.  Is there any program to assist these women arrested for drug trafficking which would prevent them from 

committing this offence again apart from just serving the sentence? If yes, then tick where appropriate 

a)  Training them into different basic survival skills 

b)  Linking them with women clubs or organization which can empower them 

c)  Continuous rehabilitation 

d) Other  (Specify) ……………………………………………………………… 

 

18. If No to question 17, then why is it that there is no program to assist these women drug trafficking? 

a) The program is costly 

b) There is no interest from the prisoners  

c) There are no resources for such a program 

d) It is not one of the institutional policy, role or duty 

e) Other (specify) 

19.    How effective is or are the programs and measures selected or specified in question 16 and 17 

explain? 

a) Still improving 

b) Effective 

c) Very effective 

d) No such programs exists 

                    Explain your choice: ……………………………………………………………… 

 

20. Are the laws and other measures put in place in Zambia to prevent drug trafficking adequate as compared to 

other countries to prevent women drug trafficking? 

              Yes                                                                                           No  

 

Explain:................................................................................................................................ 

 

 

- THANK YOU - 
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Appendix I – summaries of frequencies for Relevant Variables 

 

Summaries of Frequencies for relevant variables from the Courts 

 

Table 5.3 : Pattern of Men 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Constant 4 26.7 26.7 26.7 

Increasing 11 73.3 73.3 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.4 : Pattern of Women 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Constant 2 13.3 13.3 13.3 

Increasing 11 73.3 73.3 86.7 

Decreasing 2 13.3 13.3 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.5 : Marital Status 

  

Frequency Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Single 9 60.0 60.0 60.0 

Married 5 33.3 33.3 93.3 

Divorced 1 6.7 6.7 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0 
 

 

 

Table 5.6: Causes or Factors 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Lack awareness of 

consequences 
1 6.7 6.7 6.7 

No suspicion & trustworthy 2 13.3 13.3 20.0 

Vulnerability 12 80.0 80.0 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0 
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Table 5.7: Dangers or Consequences 

 

 

 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Breakdown of Values 4 26.7 26.7 26.7 

Damage of image of country 

& women 
2 13.3 13.3 40.0 

Families Suffer 8 53.3 53.3 93.3 

Death rate 1 6.7 6.7 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.8: Adequacy of Law 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes are adequate 12 80.0 80.0 80.0 

Not adequate 3 20.0 20.0 100.0 

Total 
15 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 5.9: Prevention Measures 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Strengthen DT laws 2 13.3 13.3 13.3 

Sensitization campaign 6 40.0 40.0 53.3 

Stakeholder collaboration 4 26.7 26.7 80.0 

Other 3 20.0 20.0 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0 
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Summaries of Frequencies for relevant variables from the DEC 

 

Table 5.10: Pattern of women 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Constant 1 5.9 5.9 5.9 

Increasing 16 94.1 94.1 100.0 

Total 17 100.0 100.0 
 

 

 

Table 5.11: Pattern of men 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Constant 6 35.3 35.3 35.3 

Increasing 10 58.8 58.8 94.1 

Other 1 5.9 5.9 100.0 

Total 17 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.12: Marital Status 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Single 14 82.4 82.4 82.4 

Married 2 11.8 11.8 94.1 

Divorced 1 5.9 5.9 100.0 

Total 17 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.13: Causes or Factors 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid No suspicion & trustworthy 1 5.9 5.9 5.9 

Vulnerability 16 94.1 94.1 100.0 

Total 17 100.0 100.0 
 

 

 

Table 5.14: Dangers or Consequences 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Breakdown of Values 1 5.9 5.9 5.9 
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Damage of country & 

women image 
6 35.3 35.3 41.2 

Families suffer 9 52.9 52.9 94.1 

Death rate 1 5.9 5.9 100.0 

Total 17 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.15: Prevention Measures 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Strengthen DT laws 5 29.4 29.4 29.4 

Sensitization campaign 10 58.8 58.8 88.2 

Stakeholder collaboration 2 11.8 11.8 100.0 

Total 17 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.16: Effectiveness of Programs& Measures 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Still improving 8 47.1 47.1 47.1 

Effective 5 29.4 29.4 76.5 

No such programs exist 4 23.5 23.5 100.0 

Total 17 100.0 100.0 
 

 

 

Table 5.17: Adequacy of Laws 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Adequate 15 88.2 88.2 88.2 

Not Adequate 2 11.8 11.8 100.0 

Total 17 100.0 100.0 
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Summaries of Frequencies for relevant variables from the Police 

 

Table 5.18: Pattern of women 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Increasing 28 84.8 96.6 96.6 

Other 1 3.0 3.4 100.0 

Total 29 87.9 100.0 
 

Missing System 4 12.1 
  

Total 33 100.0 
  

 

 

Table 5.19: Pattern of men 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Decreasing 6 18.2 20.7 20.7 

Constant 6 18.2 20.7 41.4 

Increasing 14 42.4 48.3 89.7 

Other 3 9.1 10.3 100.0 

Total 29 87.9 100.0 
 

Missing System 4 12.1 
  

Total 33 100.0 
  

 

Table 5.20: Marital Status 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Single 20 60.6 69.0 69.0 

Married 3 9.1 10.3 79.3 

Divorced 3 9.1 10.3 89.7 

Widow 3 9.1 10.3 100.0 

Total 29 87.9 100.0 
 

Missing System 4 12.1 
  

Total 33 100.0 
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Table 5.21: Causes or Factors 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Lack of awareness of 

consequences 
1 3.0 3.4 3.4 

No suspicion & trustworthy 5 15.2 17.2 20.7 

Vulnerability 23 69.7 79.3 100.0 

Total 29 87.9 100.0 
 

Missing System 4 12.1 
  

Total 33 100.0 
  

 

 

Table 5.22: Dangers or Consequences 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Breakdown of Values 3 9.1 10.3 10.3 

Damage of country & 

women image 
2 6.1 6.9 17.2 

Families suffer 11 33.3 37.9 55.2 

Death rate 13 39.4 44.8 100.0 

Total 29 87.9 100.0 
 

Missing System 4 12.1 
  

Total 33 100.0 
  

 

Table 5.23: Prevention Measures 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Strengthen DT laws 12 36.4 41.4 41.4 

Sensitization campaign 15 45.5 51.7 93.1 

Stakeholder collaboration 2 6.1 6.9 100.0 

Total 29 87.9 100.0 
 

Missing System 4 12.1 
  

Total 33 100.0 
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Table 5.24: Effectiveness of Programs& Measures 

 

 

 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Still improving 17 51.5 58.6 58.6 

Effective 3 9.1 10.3 69.0 

No such programs exist 9 27.3 31.0 100.0 

Total 29 87.9 100.0 
 

Missing System 4 12.1 
  

Total 33 100.0 
  

 

Table 5.25: Adequacy of Laws 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Adequate 21 63.6 72.4 72.4 

Not Adequate 8 24.2 27.6 100.0 

Total 29 87.9 100.0 
 

Missing System 4 12.1 
  

Total 33 100.0 
  

 

 

Summaries of Frequencies for relevant variables from the Prison 

 

 

Table 5.27: Pattern of women 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Constant 1 3.0 3.0 3.0 

Increasing 31 93.9 93.9 97.0 

Other 1 3.0 3.0 100.0 

Total 33 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.28: Pattern of men 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Decreasing 1 3.0 3.0 3.0 

Increasing 32 97.0 97.0 100.0 

Total 33 100.0 100.0 
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Table 5.29: Marital Status 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Val

id 

Single 14 42.4 42.4 42.4 

Married 19 57.6 57.6 100.0 

Total 33 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.30: Causes or Factors 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Val

id 

Lack of awareness of 

consequences 
5 15.2 15.2 15.2 

Level of education 1 3.0 3.0 18.2 

No suspicion & trustworthy 1 3.0 3.0 21.2 

Vulnerability 26 78.8 78.8 100.0 

Total 
33 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 5.31: Dangers or Consequences 

 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Breakdown of Values 5 15.2 15.2 15.2 

Damage of country & 

women image 
1 3.0 3.0 18.2 

Families suffer 24 72.7 72.7 90.9 

Death rate 3 9.1 9.1 100.0 

Total 33 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.32: Prevention Measures 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Strengthen DT laws 8 24.2 24.2 24.2 

Sensitization campaign 19 57.6 57.6 81.8 

Stakeholder collaboration 5 15.2 15.2 97.0 

Increase DEC capacity 1 3.0 3.0 100.0 

Total 33 100.0 100.0 
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Table 5.33: Effectiveness of Programs & Measures 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Still improving 15 45.5 45.5 45.5 

Effective 6 18.2 18.2 63.6 

Very Effective 2 6.1 6.1 69.7 

No such programs exist 10 30.3 30.3 100.0 

Total 33 100.0 100.0 
 

 

 

Table 5.34: Adequacy of Laws 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Adequate 12 36.4 36.4 36.4 

Not Adequate 21 63.6 63.6 100.0 

Total 33 100.0 100.0 
 

 

 

Summaries of Frequencies for relevant variables from the Women Inmates 

 

 

Table 5.35: Education Level 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Primary & Below 24 75.0 75.0 75.0 

Secondary 6 18.8 18.8 93.8 

University or College 2 6.2 6.2 100.0 

Total 32 100.0 100.0 
 

Table 5.36: Employment Status 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Formal Employment 1 3.1 3.1 3.1 

Self Employed 30 93.8 93.8 96.9 

Other 1 3.1 3.1 100.0 

Total 32 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.37: Pattern 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Decreasing 3 9.4 9.7 9.7 
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Constant 3 9.4 9.7 19.4 

Increasing 19 59.4 61.3 80.6 

Other 6 18.8 19.4 100.0 

Total 31 96.9 100.0 
 

Missing System 1 3.1 
  

Total 32 100.0 
  

Table 5.38: Marital Status 

  
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Single 9 28.1 28.1 28.1 

Married 12 37.5 37.5 65.6 

Widowed 11 34.4 34.4 100.0 

Total 32 100.0 100.0 
 

 

 

Summaries of Frequencies for relevant variables from the Men Inmates 

 

Table 5.39: Education Level 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Primary & Below 10 25.6 25.6 25.6 

Secondary 24 61.5 61.5 87.2 

University or College 5 12.8 12.8 100.0 

Total 39 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Table 5.40: Employment Status 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Formal Employment 5 12.8 12.8 12.8 

Self Employed 29 74.4 74.4 87.2 

Other 5 12.8 12.8 100.0 

Total 39 100.0 100.0 
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Table 5.41: Pattern 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Decreasing 7 17.9 17.9 17.9 

Constant 5 12.8 12.8 30.8 

Increasing 25 64.1 64.1 94.9 

Other 2 5.1 5.1 100.0 

Total 39 100.0 100.0  

 

Table 5.42: Marital Status 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Single 14 35.9 35.9 35.9 

Married 24 61.5 61.5 97.4 

Widowed 1 2.6 2.6 100.0 

Total 
39 100.0 100.0 

 

 

Table 5.43: Causes or Factors 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Neglected by family 3 7.7 7.7 7.7 

Forced 3 7.7 7.7 15.4 

Easily act as middlemen 7 17.9 17.9 33.3 

Competition among 

themselves (luxuries) 
25 64.1 64.1 97.4 

Other 1 2.6 2.6 100.0 

Total 39 100.0 100.0  

 

Table 5.44: Prevention Measures 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Increase formal Employment 15 38.5 38.5 38.5 

Stiffen laws 2 5.1 5.1 43.6 

Protection from abuse 1 2.6 2.6 46.2 

Strengthen the education and 

campaigns on DT 
20 51.3 51.3 97.4 

Others 1 2.6 2.6 100.0 

Total 39 100.0 100.0  
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Appendix J - Statistical Summary of Drug Arrests by DEC 

Table 5.45: Overall Statistical Summary of Drug Arrests by DEC in Zambia 

 

DRUG ARRESTS BY DEC OF BOTH ZAMBIANS & FOREIGNERS FOR PERIOD 2006 TO OCT 2011

2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006

Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total

Central 29 245 274 57 405 462 33 337 370 19 228 247 33 254 287 34 331 365

C/Belt 56 507 563 70 641 711 63 602 665 47 413 460 53 464 517 113 710 823

Eastern 14 203 217 38 236 274 20 215 235 15 180 195 22 269 291 41 300 341

Luapula 41 203 244 49 333 382 32 165 197 10 149 159 20 195 215 64 239 303

Lusaka 92 812 904 249 1442 1691 169 813 982 34 376 410 44 430 474 89 608 697

N/Western 1 163 164 18 368 386 13 264 277 10 208 218 16 246 262 12 268 280

Northern 25 192 217 16 259 275 26 181 207 15 130 145 16 224 240 24 222 246

Southern 10 116 126 21 197 218 15 134 149 10 101 111 15 164 179 24 169 193

Western 16 147 163 23 173 196 23 111 134 3 72 75 16 113 129 11 151 162

Total 284 2588 2872 541 4054 4595 394 2822 3216 163 1857 2020 235 2359 2594 412 2998 3410

 

 

Table 5.46: Statistical Summary of Drug Arrests by DEC of Zambians only 

 

DRUG ARRESTS BY DEC OF ZAMBIANS ONLY FOR PERIOD 2006 TO 0CT 2011

2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006

Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total

Central 29 241 270 56 398 454 33 336 369 18 222 240 33 251 284 34 330 364

C/Belt 53 490 543 64 623 687 61 569 630 41 394 435 52 450 502 108 669 777

Eastern 14 191 205 36 230 266 18 207 225 15 177 192 21 256 277 39 292 331

Luapula 40 193 233 49 317 366 31 164 195 10 148 158 20 191 211 63 232 295

Lusaka 90 795 885 233 1394 1627 157 774 931 34 363 397 40 409 449 77 571 648

N/Western 1 161 162 18 367 385 13 259 272 10 207 217 16 242 258 11 263 274

Northern 23 184 207 16 245 261 24 168 192 11 114 125 15 197 212 22 188 210

Southern 9 113 122 21 192 213 14 128 142 8 97 105 12 158 170 24 168 192

Western 16 145 161 23 171 194 23 109 132 2 68 70 16 111 127 11 151 162

Total 275 2513 2788 516 3937 4453 374 2714 3088 149 1790 1939 225 2265 2490 389 2864 3253

 

 

 

 


