
H-index. School projects 

conducted a number of  

capacity building training 

workshops for members of 

staff and stakeholders from 

respective Government 

line ministries. 

 

I hope that you will enjoy 

reading this newsletter and 

kindly give us feedback 

through the contact  

details that have been 

provided at the end of this 

newsletter.  

I wish you a merry  

Christmas and prosperous 

2019. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Prof. King S. Nalubamba 

Dear Readers, 

Greetings from the School 

of Veterinary Medicine. 

The fourth quarter was full 

of activities in terms of 

teaching, research and 

community service. The 

School scored a number 

of successes in respective 

areas despite challenges.  

In this newsletter, we report 

some activities which the 

School was engaged in 

during the fourth quarter. 

Some of the key activities 

include: embedding of the 

INASP AuthorAID Research 

Writing and Communica-

tion online course on the 

School’s Moodle platform, 

the online placement of 

Zambia Journal of  

Veterinary Sciences, and 

the winning of the K6.5 

million Research Grant 

from the Norwegian Gov-

ernment through NORAD. 

A number of scientific 

awards were received by 

the members of staff in the 

School. As we come to the 

end of 2018, the School 

also benchmarked the 

research impact from its 

departments using the 

Google Scholar  

Dean’s Message 

AuthorAID research writing online course embedded on UNZAVET 

Moodle platform 

AuthorAID is a free pio-

neering global network 

that provides support, 

mentoring, resources and 

training for researchers in 

low and middle-income 

countries. It supports over 

17,000 researchers to pub-

lish and communicate their 

work. The network has 

been running a research 

writing online course since 

2015, which has been at-

tended by over 7,500 par-

ticipants. AuthorAID is 

working on embedding 

research-writing skills in 

universities and institutions 

around the world. They are 

currently working with 10 

institutions and faculties in 

Ghana, Tanzania, Vietnam 

and Sri Lanka. To capture 

more countries, AuthorAID 

conducted a facilitators 

toolkit course to allow uni-

versities run the research 

writing course on their pri-

vate Moodle websites so 

that they can offer the 

course at their conven-

ience in line with university 

calendars. Dr Chisoni 

Mumba attended this facil-

itators toolkit course and 

has successfully embed-

ded the course on UNZA-

VET Moodle platform. It is 

hoped the course will im-

prove the quality of publi-

cations from students and 

lecturers in the University. 
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The Zambia Journal Of Vet-

erinary Sciences (ZJVS) is run 

and hosted by the School of 

Veterinary Medicine. The 

journal has been inactive 

and in print form for a long 

time. It has since been acti-

vated and a new editorial 

board constituted. The jour-

nal has since gone online 

with the help of Dr Chisoni 

Mumba of UNZAVET, Mr Chi-

lukusha Kajoba of UNZA 

Centre for Information and 

Communication Technology, 

and Dr Lighton Phiri from the 

Department of Library and 

Information Science. 

The journal therefore invites 

unpublished full papers, re-

view articles, scientific notes, 

and case studies related to 

animal health, public health 

and animal production. The 

submission of papers must be 

done using an electronic 

journal management system 

on the following link http://

zjvs.unza.zm/ojs/index.php/

zjvs. Henceforth, no hard 

copies will be accepted as 

all submissions and peer- 

review will be done online. 

The process of getting ZJVS 

online involved: 

-requesting CICT to host the 

Journal (space). 

-formatting of the 500GB 

server created by CICT. 

-setting up Open Journal 

System (OJS) on the server. 

OJS is an open–source soft-

ware for the management of 

peer-reviewed journals and is 

created by the Public 

Knowledge Project (PKP) 

-setting up the journal on 

OJS. 

-indexing with Directory of 

Open Access Journals

(DOAJ). Papers in ZJVS will 

be indexed by Google 

Scholar and contribute to 

the author’s H-index. 

The Minister of Health Hon. Dr 

Chitalu Chilufya and the 

United States ambassador to  

Zambia, Mr Daniel L. Foote 

presented the award.  

Mr Chembensofu is the Act-

ing Chief Scientist in the De-

partment of Paraclinical 

Studies. He is currently study-

ing for his master of Science 

Degree in Veterinary Parasit-

ology under the supervision 

of Dr Evans Kabemba  

Mr Mwelwa Chembensofu, 

was awarded a 2018 student 

researcher award by the 

Zambia Health Research 

Conference, held on 18th 

October 2018. The award 

recognizes Masters and PhD 

level students in Zambia with 

outstanding research activi-

ties and encourages devel-

oping researchers to pursue 

careers in various aspects of 

Health research. 

Mwape, Dr Chummy Si-

kasunge, Prof I.G.K Phiri and 

Prof. Sarah Gabriel. His mas-

ters degree is sponsored by 

GALVmed, CYSTISTOP pro-

ject and the Institute of Tropi-

cal Medicine, Belgium. He 

recently published a paper 

in BMC Parasite and Vectors 

journal. The School of Veteri-

nary Medicine is proud to be 

associated with this out-

standing achievement. 

Zambia Journal of Veterinary Sciences (ZJVS) goes Online 

Mr Chembensofu awarded a student researcher award by Zambia Health 

Research Conference 

medicine to 4th, 5th and 

final year students. They 

also gave seminars to stu-

dents and members of 

staff on the following top-

ics: Pestivirus infections in 

ruminants and options for 

control; and Animal wel-

fare as part of sustainable 

livestock production. 

The school also hosted two 

final year veterinary medi-

cine students (Lydia Mitter-

nacht and Siri Linde) from  

SLU, from  9th September to 

UNZAVET hosted two visiting lecturers from Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences 

Prof Madeleine Traven and 

and Dr Marir Isabel Blanco 

Penedo visited the School of 

Veterinary Medicine as visit-

ing lecturers from the Swe-

dish University of Agricultural 

Sciences (SLU), from the 2nd 

to 19th October 2018. The 

School of Veterinary Medi-

cine has a memorandum of  

understanding with SLU on 

student and staff exchange. 

During their stay they partici-

pated in teaching ruminant 
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Screenshot of the ZJVS  online jour-

nal 

Print copy of the Zambia Journal 

of Veterinary Sciences 

Prof Madeleine Traven  making a 

presentation during a seminar 

Mr Chembensonfu with the Minis-

ter of Health and US ambassador 

30th November, 2018. The 

students did some labora-

tory work for their final year 

project under the Depart-

ment of Disease Control.  

In the same vein, two MSc 

students (Carol Mwale and 

Mundia Phiri) from the 

School of Veterinary Medi-

cine visited the Swedish 

University of Agricultural 

Sciences. They participated 

in summer courses from 30th  

August to 20th November, 

2018. 



UNZAVET school compiles 

Google Scholar matrices for 

all researchers. The individu-

al H-index and number of 

citations are entered in Mi-

crosoft Excel and average 

scores tabulated. 

Results show that in 2018, the 

School of Veterinary Medi-

cine had an average H-

index of 8, meaning that an 

average of 8 papers from 

the school were cited at 

least 8 times. This implies that 

all being equal, an average 

lecturer in the School of  

Veterinary Medicine is  

eligible to be at the level of 

Associate Professor, going 

by the new promotion  

scoring tool. Disease Control 

Department had the highest 

average H-index of 11 (10.8), 

followed by Para Clinical 

Studies at 10, Clinical Studies 

at 9 (8.6) and Biomedical 

Studies at 4. It is hoped that 

the School will perform 

much better in 2019. 

Department of Disease Con-

trol. His research interests are 

in epidemiology, parasitolo-

gy, population genetics and 

molecular biology. He is a 

distinguished researcher with 

a Google Scholar H-index of  

16 and i10 index of 22. In the 

same vein, the 2018 Next 

Einstein award was awarded 

The National Science and 

Technology Council (NSTC), 

2018 individual science and 

technology male scientist 

merit award was awarded 

to Dr Martin Chitolongo 

Simuunza. Dr Simuunza is a 

senior lecturer  at the Univer-

sity of Zambia, School of 

Veterinary Medicine,  

to Dr Katendi Changula, 

HOD Paraclinical Studies. 

These awards are an inspira-

tions to the emerging scien-

tists not only in the School of 

Veterinary Medicine, but the 

university at large. The 

School of Veterinary Medi-

cine is proud of these 

achievements.  

UNZAVET benchmarked departmental research impact using Google Scholar H-index and citations 

The 2018 Individual Science and Technology Merit award awarded to Dr 

Martin Chitolongo Simuunza of UNZAVET 
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Department versus average H-index and citations 

Cystinet Africa Project held a training workshop on preparation and uploading 

of teaching materials online. The training workshop was held from 5th to 9th No-

vember, 2018 in the School of Veterinary Medicine. One of the objectives of 

Cystinet Africa is to promote capacity building within partner institutions and 

develop a one Health Virtual Platform for teaching to both students on the pro-

ject and the general public. It is for this reason that, a training workshop was 

conducted in Zambia. The workshop was facilitated by Jan Knobloch, Ruth 

Demmel and Andreas Jung, all from Technische Universität München, Germany. 

The training included topics in: 

-Microsoft PowerPoint-leveraging animations and creating structured presenta-

tions for online courses; 

-Setup of recording studio for online courses; 

-Production and editing of lecture audio-video recordings for online courses. 

After the course, the equipment was donated to the School of Veterinary Medi-

cine. The slide master presentation template for the school was also created. It is 

hoped that the training and equipment will help in improving the quality of Pow-

erPoint presentations and lecture audio-videos for online courses (e.g. Moodle) 

in the school. Members of staff were encouraged to make use of the ICT audio-

visual equipment as the training workshop developed capacity to handle pro-

duction and editing among both technical and academic members of staff. 

Cystinet Africa Project held a five-day ICT training workshop at UNZAVET 

4.1 8.6 10 10.8

109

390

449.3
465.5

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

500

Biomedical

Studies
Clinical Studies Paraclinical

Studies
Disease Control

H-Index

Citations

Jan Knobloch teaching ICT to members of 

staff 



exchange programs be-

tween students and lectur-

ers. The School will benefit 

from development of MSc 

and PhD online courses  

using Moodle, which will be 

taught by both local and 

international lecturers. 

The first team of postgradu-

ate students will travel to 

Norway in 2020 for  three 

months. During this time, 

they will attend lectures, 

seminars and workshops 

relevant to their MSc and 

PhD theses. 

This exchange program will 

improve the quality of  

research and publications 

from MSc and PhD students. 

The team of researchers head-

ed by Prof John Bwalya Muma 

has won a research grant from 

the Norwegian Government. 

The team members include 

Prof John Bwalya Muma, Dr 

Musso Munyeme, Dr Chisoni 

Mumba, Dr Doreen Chilolo 

Sitali and Dr Ethel 

M’kandawire. 

NORPART-2018/10213 aims to 

foster quality graduate and 

postgraduate training and 

research through enhanced 

academic collaboration and 

mutual student exchange  

between Norwegian University 

of Life Sciences, Makerere 

University, and University of 

Zambia. The project will run 

from 2019-2023 and will involve 

SOLID Project conducted a 

training on ethics and good 

clinical practices to mem-

bers of staff and post gradu-

ate students of the School of 

Veterinary Medicine. The 

training was held at the 

School of Veterinary Medi-

cine and a total of 22 partic-

ipants were trained by Prof. 

Maria Vang Johansen and 

Prof. Pascal Magnussen cov-

ering research ethics and 

good clinical practices re-

spectively. The participants 

were given an overview of:  

-Historical development of 

the concept ‘research eth-

ics’ 

-Ethical principles and re-

search ethical issues . 

UNZAVET wins a 6.5 million Kwacha research grant 

from NORAD 
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SOLID Project conducts a workshop in Katete 

One of the aims of the “Evaluation of an antibody detecting 

point of care test for the diagnosis of Taenia solium taeniasis 

and (neuro) cysticercosis in communities and primary care 

settings of highly endemic, resource-poor areas in SSA, 

including capacity building” Project with the acronym 

“SOLID” for SOLIUM Diagnostics is capacity building. The 

project aims at improving Taenia solium infections clinical 

case management capacity in participating countries as 

well as their capacity to conduct diagnostic and clinical 

studies ethically and following good clinical practices. To 

achieve these objectives, the SOLID projects conducted 

two trainings. In October the Project trained 40 health work-

ers from Katete and Sinda districts. The health workers 

brought together included clinical officers, nurses and envi-

ronmental health technologists. The training was conduct-

ed by Prof. Sarah Gabriel, Drs Kabemba E. Mwape, Gideon 

Zulu and Chishimba Mubanga. Certificates of attendance 

were awarded. The training was greatly appreciated by the 

participants as they were going to use it as continuing pro-

fessional development towards their renewal of practicing 

licenses with their respective professional regulatory bodies.  

-Principles of research ethics.  

-Basic principles of research 

ethics ‘respect’ 

beneficence’ and ‘justice’.  

-The ICH guidelines for Good 

Clinical Practice.  

-The role of Data Safety 

Management Board and 

Clinical monitors . 

-Rules and regulations for 

use of animals in  

experimental studies. 

-Management of collected 

human specimens in relation 

to bio banks.  

-Publication ethics and  

scientific misconduct.  

Participants were presented 

with certificates of  

attendance.  

SOLID Project conducts a training on ethics and 

good clinical practices at UNZAVET 

For more details contact: Office of the Dean 

School of Veterinary Medicine 

Great East Road Campus, P.O. Box 32379, Lusaka 10101,  

Tel: +260-211-293727/253952 

Email: dean-vet@unza.zm 

Website: https://www.unza.zm/schools/veterinary-medicine/

about 

Participants attending a workshop 

Participants being awarded with certificates 

Prof. Vang Johansen introducing the training at 

UNZAVET  


