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ABSTRACT 

 

There are serious concerns from many Zambians about the original intent and purpose of the 

declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation. Further there are observed divisions within 

Christianity and with other religions in Zambia today as a result of the declaration. This study 

therefore aimed at investigating the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and its 

contribution to peace and conflict resolution. The objectives of the study were to: ascertain 

whether the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation has contributed to peace and conflict 

resolution, investigate the relationship between the declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

nation and the Church, identify challenges faced in the implementation of the declaration of 

Zambia as a Christian nation, and suggest possible solutions to the challenges. In order to 

achieve this, two theories guided the study- the liberal peace theory which emphasises that 

reconciliation is fundamental in order to get people living together in a long term peace, and 

the Church-State relationship theory which questions whether or not the state has an 

obligation to give a privileged position to one religion over others. The study sample 

comprised  study sample comprised 30 participants consisting of 9 officials from the three 

Church Mother bodies; the EFZ, CCZ and ZCCB, 12 officials from the Civil Society 

Organizations, and 9 officials from the three major political parties; MMD , UPND and PF 

who were purposefully selected. The study employed a qualitative research design using 

qualitative approaches of data collection and analysis. The data was collected using interview 

guide and was analyzed thematically. The study findings revealed among others that, the 

three church mother bodies have not fully accepted the declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

nation from its inception. It was also revealed that the declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

nation was just a mere statement and had no impact on peace and conflict resolution in 

Zambia. Basing on the study findings the following recommendations are made that: the 

Church should be consulted whenever it came to policies that hinge on religious matters; 

there should be consensus among the Church mother bodies when it comes to the 

implementation of the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation since there are several 

denominations in Zambia; the law or constitution should be left unique as it is aimed at 

protecting all Zambians regardless of their religious or political inclinations - it should not be 

manipulated to promote religious differences. 

Key words: declaration, Zambia, Christian nation, contribution, peace, conflict resolution. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Overview  

The study investigated the declaration of Zambia as the Christian nation and its contribution 

to peace and conflict resolution. This chapter is composed of the background, statement of 

the problem, general objectives, specific objectives, research questions, significance of study, 

scope and limitations, theoretical framework, operational definitions and ethical 

considerations. 

 

1.2 Background 

Upon his accession to power, President Fredrick Titus Jacob Chiluba declared Zambia as a 

Christian nation. This pronouncement of 29
th

 December 1991 at State House raised and 

continues to raise questions even after his death. It is a well-known fact that countries or 

nations, with most of the population adhering to the Christian faith can be called Christian 

nations. For example, Poland, Italy and Spain would merit the designation “Christian 

Nations”, but they have never been officially declared so (Cheyeka, 2014). 

 

It has been observed that Christians remained the largest religious group in the world in 2015, 

making up nearly a third (31%) of Earth‟s 7.3 billion people, according to the new Pew 

Research Center demographic analysis. But the report also shows that the number of 

Christians in what many consider the religion‟s heartland, the continent of Europe, is in 

decline. Globally, Muslims make up the second largest religious group, with 1.8 billion 

people, or 24% of the world‟s population. A comprehensive demographic study of more than 

200 countries found that there are 2.18 billion Christians of all ages around the world, 

representing nearly a third of the estimated 2010 global population of 6.9 billion. Christians 

are also geographically widespread far-flung, in fact, no single continent or region can 

indisputably claim to be the center of global Christianity (Jenkins, 2011). 

 

Ellis and TerHaar cited by Cheyeka (2004) state that in the late twentieth century, something 

remarkable was happening to religions in many parts of the world. Particularly in what was 

used to be called the third world, there was an exuberant flourishing of Pentecostal and 

charismatic varieties of Christianity. It should be mentioned that Zambia was not an 

exception of the charismatic movement.  
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The pronouncement by Chiluba was made when Islam was rapidly spreading into the sub-

Sahara region. Even a cursory look at the African countries and the religions or religious 

movement in them reveals that African countries seem to be heading towards Islamic or 

Christian states; and fourteen months after the declaration, Zambia severed diplomatic 

relations with Iran and Iraq (Cheyeka, 2014). 

 

However, some people are very skeptical about the declaration. People feel that by singling 

out the Christian religion, the declaration, in itself, implies a certain understanding of the core 

principles of the country. In a truly democratic country, every citizen, including visitors from 

other nations must enjoy their freedom of choice and freedom of conscience. Articles 11, 19 

and 23 of the constitution of Zambia all guarantee people in Zambia the right to enjoy 

fundamental human rights and the freedom of thought and religion (Constitution of Zambia 

Act of 1991). When we talk of the Christian nation in this regard, there is a violation of some 

of the tenets of democracy. 

 

Pastor Conrad Mbewe from Kabwata Baptist Church in Lusaka postulates in his letter dated 

30th Dec 2011, that another reason we should be concerned as Christians about the 

declaration is that history proves to us that when a thing like this happened the result has been 

corruption of the Church. This was the case when Emperor Constantine declared his entire 

empire Christian. Chiluba himself answered serious corruption charges after leaving office. 

There are questions of how far the Church should go when it comes to the governance of the 

nations and how far politics should go in directing the church now that there is creation of the 

Ministry of Religious Affairs.  

 

Nevertheless, it cannot go without saying that the declaration of Zambia as the Christian 

nation has also been perceived as the main impetus through which national peace and 

development would be attained. However, this is yet to be proved by the findings of this 

research, hence the need of this research to investigate whether the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation has contributed to peace and conflict resolution.  

 

In 2012, The Lusaka- Times reported that the Catholic bishops of Zambia were opposing a 

plan to identify Zambia as a Christian nation in the preamble to a new proposed constitution.  

In explaining their stand, the Bishops said that a country cannot practice the values and 

precepts of Christianity by a mere declaration. This is according to submissions made by the 
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bishops circulated in response to a call for comments on the draft constitution. In the 

preamble, the Catholic Bishops indicated that the declaration that Zambia is a Christian 

nation should be omitted they stated. They indicated that a Country cannot practice the values 

and precepts of Christianity, by a mere declaration. They said the principle of separation 

between State and Religion must not be lost. If Zambia was a multi-religious Country, a fact 

that was recognized in the preamble of the first draft of the Technical Committee, to say that 

Zambia is a Christian nation would be in contradiction with this fact, they submitted. 

(Lusaka-Times 22nd August 2012). It is against this background that this research work 

becomes relevant to analyse the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and its 

contribution to peace and conflict resolution. 

 

1.3 Statement of the Problem 

In a nation that calls itself a Christian nation, order, justice, the rule of law and the upholding 

of Christian ethos is supposed to be the norm. However, this is not the case for Zambia. There 

are serious concerns from many Zambians about the original intent and purpose of the 

declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation.  There have been divisions within Christianity 

based on church doctrines. Insofar as the declaration‟s contribution to peace and conflict 

resolution in the country, nothing is known. This research addressed that lacuna.  

 

1.4 Purpose of the study 

The overall aim of this study was to investigate the declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

nation and its contribution to peace and conflict resolution. 

 

1.5 General objective 

To investigate the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and its contribution to peace 

and conflict resolution. 

 

1.6 Specific objectives 

The study attempted to achieve the following specific objectives: 

1. To ascertain whether the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation has contributed 

to peace and conflict resolution. 

2. To investigate the relationship between the declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

nation and the Church in peace and conflict resolution. 
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3. To identify challenges faced in the implementation of the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation and its contributions to peace and conflict resolution. 

4. Suggest solutions to the challenges faced in the implementation of the declaration of 

Zambia as a Christian nation to peace and conflict resolution. 

 

1.7 Main Research question 

The Research attempted to answer the following main research questions: 

How has the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation contributed to peace and conflict 

resolution? 

 

1.8 Specific research questions 

1. How has the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation contributed to peace and 

conflict resolution? 

2. What is the relationship between the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation to 

peace and conflict resolution? 

3. What challenges are faced in the implementation of the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation in regard to peace and conflict resolution? 

4. What could be the solutions to the challenges faced in the implementation of the 

declaration Zambia as a Christian nation to peace and conflict resolution? 

 

1.9 Significance of the study 

This study on the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and its contribution to peace 

and conflict resolution is one of the peace and conflict resolution research. It is hoped that the 

findings of this study may help the Church, civil society organizations and politicians on how 

best to address the challenges the nation has been facing such as political intolerance, 

violence and religious differences and to make polices that will promote peace through the 

declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation. It is further hoped that the findings may add 

value to the already existing body of knowledge on conflict resolutions. Furthermore, the 

study might be an eye opener for other studies that may be conducted in this area. 

 

1.10 Limitations of the Study 

The study was limited to the three Church mother bodies namely; the Evangelical Fellowship 

of Zambia (EFZ), Council of Churches in Zambia (CCZ) and the Zambia Conference for 

Catholic Bishops (ZCCB), the Civil Society Organisations namely, YALI, SACCORD, ZCID 
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and TIZ, the major political parties- the Patriotic Front (PF), United Party for National 

Development (UPND) and the Movement for Multi-Party Democracy (MMD). The focus of 

the study was on analyzing the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and its 

contribution to peace and conflict resolution. This study excluded the lay leaders of churches, 

and political cadres. 

 

By limiting the study to the three major political parties – the Patriotic Front (PF), the United 

Party for National Development (UPND) and Movement for Multiparty Democracy (MMD) 

and conducting the study in Lusaka only, this may not have given the views of every 

politician in Zambia, but it provided the hint of the subject matter. 

 

The other limitation was non-response as some respondents did not cooperate fully in 

providing information. For instance, the General Secretary of the ZCCB declined to be 

interviewed, stating that the research topic was very sensitive for him and that he was not 

comfortable to give his views on the subject. It was equally difficult to get information from 

some organisations like Women and Law in Southern Africa (WILSA) and Foundation for 

Democratic Process (FODEP) which kept postponing their appointments. Therefore, the 

researcher had to visit some places more than three times just to manage to get some data. 

However, these limitations were minimized by promising participants that the study was an 

academic one and were assured of confidentiality. Only then did some respondents feel 

comfortable to give out information. 

 

Finally, it should be stated that by limiting the study to the three Church mother bodies, three 

political parties and four civil society organisations, the findings of the study cannot be 

generalized to the views of all the citizenry of Zambia. 

 

 

1.11 Delimitation of the Study 

The study delimited itself to investigate the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and 

its contribution to peace and conflict resolution. It focused on investigating and describing the 

current situation in  
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1.12 Theoretical framework 

In order to investigate the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and its contribution to 

peace and conflict resolution, two theories namely the Liberal Peace and Church-State 

theories were applied to guide the study. 

 

1.12.1 The Liberal Peace Theory 

Lederach (1997) asserts that through liberal peace theory, the concept of peace and conflict 

resolution is understood as that specific process that takes place along approaches of 

reconciliation. Lederach asserts that reconciliation is a condition that goes beyond the 

conflict, however, the approach adopted in this study focuses on reconciliation as the last 

challenge to reach in order to sort out a conflict. As long as there are people previously 

confronted not reconciled, the conflict will still be there and violence could likely to flare up 

anytime. 

 

Liberal peace theory thus emphasises that reconciliation is fundamental in conflictive 

contexts in order to get people living together in long term peace. Liberal peace theory shows 

the relevance of reconciliation by dealing with the conflict cycle from the structural causes of 

the struggle to its resolution and the assurance of a peaceful living together. According to 

Lederach, peace theory best explains the role of the Church in building relationships through 

phases. The first phase of the cycle is known as conflict prevention, and it copes with 

structural and cultural violence and attempts not to allow those to turn into direct violence 

(Wafula, 2014). 

 

Usually, a trigger (be it political, social, economic or military) is the last and most tangible 

cause for violence to erupt. Once violence breaks out, academics introduce conflict 

management or peacemaking, efforts to end violence and minimize its consequences. A 

ceasefire and/or a peace agreement end with direct violence. At this point, experts of peace 

studies face post conflict situations, seeking first to consolidate a non-violent state by 

disarming, demobilizing and reintegrating soldiers in society, which is also known as 

peacekeeping or peace-enforcing process. This phase takes the society to a state of negative 

peace, which consists of a state where the eruption of violence will hardly happen but the 

previously confronted communities has not yet resolved the structural causes of the conflict 

(Wafula, 2014). 
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Both the theoretical and the praxis-oriented principle on contemporary conflict resolution 

acknowledge that hearts and minds are as ravaged by conflict and violence, and in as much 

need of reconstruction, as burnt out properties. The success of peace and conflict resolution 

depends, at least in part, on assisting antagonists to put their pasts of violence and 

estrangement behind them. Peace and conflict resolution is currently applied on a variety of 

levels, from small encounter groups, to high profile truth commissions to Presidential and 

opposition political parties‟ apologies for past wrongs (Lerche, 2017). 

 

The Carter Centre Mission report of 2016 states, “The pre-election period was marred by 

widespread reports of political tensions and electoral violence. Candidates from PF and 

UPND both made statements that further inflamed political tensions. The ECZ suspended the 

campaign in two key districts for 10 days in response to rising political violence. On June 

17
th

, alleged UPND cadres attacked Forum for Democracy and Development parliamentary 

candidate Charity Kabongomana in Namwala, breaking her arm and leg. The aggressors then 

damaged her car and set it ablaze. On July 8, after alleged PF followers protested the holding 

of a UPND rally scheduled in Chawama (Lusaka), police canceled the rally under the POA. 

The police failed to propose an alternative date for the rally at the earliest possible 

convenience, as prescribed by a Supreme Court ruling on the constitutionality of the law. 

After the cancellation, police chased a group of UPND supporters marching through Lusaka‟s 

Kanyama and Chawama townships. Police shot dead a UPND supporter while four others 

were severely injured. Police used tear gas, rubber bullets, and live ammunition to disperse 

the crowd and arrested 22 people, including a journalist. The ECZ suspended the campaign in 

these districts July 9–18.According to the ECZ, the commission exercised its powers under 

Section 28(2) of the Electoral Process Act to suspend the campaign. However, opposition 

political parties contested the decision and criticized its legal standing. Section 28(2) states 

that the commission may amend the election timetable if deemed necessary for a free and fair 

election” (Carter Centre Mission Report, 2016:32-33). 

 

Liberal peace theory succinctly suits the study of how the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation has addressed the question of peace and conflict resolution in Zambia‟s 

2016post electoral conflict period. The theory underscores the question whether such conflict 

should be regarded as something rational, constructive, and socially functional or something 

irrational, pathological, and socially dysfunctional. This promoted dialogue as the way of 

achieving peace and conflict resolution among the warring parties. Such parties would come 
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together and reach consensus favorable to both sides. Moreover, the church in the 2016 post 

electoral conflict period in Zambia employed complementary approach that involves different 

methods which target diverse aspects of human life to achieve a long lasting solution. The 

process involved church mother bodies, civil society organisation and the politicians 

(Magasu, 2016). 

 

The socioreligio-cultural aspects of human being are treated and given the necessary attention 

that had been excluded from the previous attempts of the first republic in UNIP government 

to bring peace. With reference to the views of liberal peace theory, peace and conflict 

resolution processes are greatly complicated if the victims have been exposed to the trauma 

and horrors of violence. In many conflicts, innocent community members suffer from forced 

displacement, destruction of property, extreme poverty, sickness, displacement, genocide, 

mass murder, and separation from family. Comparatively, it is evident in other societies in 

conflict; civilians are used in asymmetrical warfare to act as human shields to hinder the 

attacks of the other side. Additionally, civilians are thrown into harm‟s way to garner 

international media attention. Competing groups commonly perceive innocent members from 

the other group as linked directly with enemy combatants (Musika, 2017). The social discord 

was evidenced in Zambia‟s 2016 post-election conflict were a number of people were 

displaced from their homes due to violence, especially in southern part of Zambia, for 

instance, Namwala and some areas of Sinazongwe and Choma are a practical example of 

relationships being thrown into disorder as a result of some competition, a situation which 

should not be acceptable in the so called Christian nation. 

 

1.13 Church- State  

The first concept of Church-state relations can be seen during the Christendom. This was 

after 313 AD. After years of persecution of the church, Emperor Constantine, passed an edict 

that allowed Christians to freely worship and establish their faith. Again during the 

Carolingian age (751-987 A.D), there was a union of religious and temporal powers against 

the teaching of the dualist doctrine which proclaimed a separation between the Church and 

the Empire. During this reign both powers were united under one main authority that united 

humankind in this world in unum corpus mysticum (one mystical body) whose head is Christ. 

This theory proclaimed the constitution of one unique “body” in which there was no space for 

diversity. Under this unionist model of church and state relations, society was characterized 

by only one faith, one church, and one temporal authority. It was a society in which a human 
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being was simultaneously civis and fidelis. There was no room even for the idea of 

secularism, or for a distinction between vassal and faithful, as both fused into one. Church 

and State were identified with each other in a mutually indissoluble unity. This was an 

example of absolute theocracy (Gomez, 2009). 

 

In this sense, the sacred texts were also legal texts, and those who did not belong to the main 

religion were considered second-class vassals. In modern times, Iran can be seen as the best 

example where the state‟s law is its religious doctrine. This model does not give the 

opportunity for all to have freedom of religion. The only way one could practice religion 

freely in Iran would be if he or she were following Islam (Gomez, 2009) 

 

Throughout history, the relationship between the Church and State has varied from open 

conflict to collusion. In ancient times religion was usually a subordinate branch of 

government. Later, however religion began to emerge independent from the state (Curtis, 

2008). Curtis continues to state that the uneasy relationship between the Church and the state 

dominated the middle ages and have continued into modern times. The recurring problems 

were power struggles over the proper boundaries of authority. The argument over Church-

state relations today concerns the relationship which exists or which should exist between and 

about the proper role each in other‟s sphere. The question is whether or not the state has an 

obligation to give a privileged position to one religion over others with all the consequences 

this entails for other religions. Bhargava (2011) argues that theocratic states and states with 

established religions will only perpetuate religious denomination. They have historically 

recognized a particular church as the official religion, compelled individuals to congregate 

with only one church, punished them for failing to profess a particular set of religious beliefs, 

levied taxes in support of a particular church and made instructions of the favoured 

interpretation of religion in education institution mandatory. Societies such as states are either 

wracked by inter-religious or interdenominational wars or by persecuted minority religious 

groups. 

Haynes (2011) Postulates that religion has an impact on international relations in two main 

ways. Firstly, government may make issues linked to religion a focal point of their foreign 

policies. Second, non-state actors inspired by religious concerns may engage politically with 

governments, whether within countries or across state borders. The first thing to note, 

however, is that there are very few governments with foreign policies consistently and 

centrally focused on religious issues. The governments of Iran and Saudi Arabia are two 
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major prominent examples of such governments. The reason in both cases is that both 

countries underwent major political upheavals that led to religion becoming a focal point of 

government policy, both at home and abroad. Iran underwent an Islamic revolution from 

1978 to 1979, which turned the country from a secular, West-focused, country into an 

Islamist theocracy, that is, a state where Islamic principles take strong precedence over 

secular – that is, non-religious ones. The kingdom of Saudi Arabia is a special place where 

the Muslim religion was founded by the prophet Muhammed in the first decades of the 

seventh century. Saudi Arabia did not undergo an “Islamic” revolution like Iran, yet its 

government adopted the Muslim holy book, the Qur‟an as the country‟s constitution. Iran and 

Saudi Arabia are however very unusual in today‟s international relations (Gause, 2014). 

 

1.14 Conceptual Framework 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.0: Christian, peace and Conflict Model 

  

The source of the model above is authors own and is interpreted as follows; as the 

Declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation came to a heterogeneous Society which is 

multicultural and multi-religious. There are different religions in Zambia today just like many 

other nations in the world.  The motive was to establish an acceptable standard of behavior 

and moral conscience which could guide the Zambian people.  Christian values or ethos 

would be promoted if the declaration was acknowledged by all. This means that virtues such 
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as love and respect for all should be paramount regardless of their religious, political or social 

inclination. When Zambia is guided by the Christian values then, there would be positive 

peace because not only the tenets of democracy will be the pillars of governance but people 

would restrain themselves from evil practices such as cheating, stealing and corruption, 

because of the fear and love of God. 

 

1.15 Operational definitions of key terms 

Most of the major concepts that were used in this investigation predominantly used related 

literature. As a result, it was important to clarify what they meant in the context of this study.  

Christianity: it is a religion based on the person and teachings of Jesus Christ, or its beliefs 

and practices. 

Denomination: A particular religious group which has slightly different beliefs from other 

groups within the same faith 

Religion: A unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things. 

Protestant: A Protestant is a Christian who belongs to the branch of the Christian church 

which separated from the Catholic Church in the sixteenth century as a result of Martin 

Luther‟ protest. 

Peace. Is a situation where there is no conflict and structural violence? Justice and fairness 

should be the land mark for all people regardless of their religious, political and social 

background. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Overview 

This Chapter reviews literature related to the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and 

its contribution to peace and conflict resolution. The chapter begins with the definition of 

important concepts in line with peace and conflict resolution. Literature review was discussed 

under the following definition of concepts - peace, conflict, forms of conflicts, conflict 

resolution, methods of conflict resolution, characteristics of religious nations, declaration of 

Zambia as a Christian nation. A summary and gaps identified in the reviewed literature are 

also presented at the end of this section. 

 

2.2 Concepts 

 

2.2.1 Peace 

Peace is a dynamic phrase and different scholars define it differently according to the 

applicability of the situation. However, Ibbo (1996) defines Peace as, a process that involves 

activities which are directly or indirectly connected to development and elimination of 

poverty. Everyone is equal before the law, the system of justice are trusted and fair and 

effective laws protect the people‟s rights. Everyone is able to participate in shaping political 

decisions and government is accountable to the people. Peace is when everyone has an equal 

opportunity to make a living regardless of gender, ethnicity or any other aspect of identity. 

This agrees with what Ibeanu (2005) explains when he says that in sociological terms peace 

is a condition of social harmony in which there are no social antagonisms. In other words, 

peace is a condition which there is no social conflict and individuals and groups are able to 

meet their needs, aspirations and expectations. Peace in this sense can be explained from the 

perspective of structural functionalism. 

 

Peace is when people are able to resolve their conflicts without violence and can work 

together to improve the quality of their lives. It is when everyone lives in safety without fear 

or threat of violence and no form of violence is tolerated in law or practice. 
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2.2.1.1 Types of peace 

Positive peace 

Positive Peace is a true, lasting, and sustainable peace built on justice for all peoples. Efforts 

to achieve positive peace emphasize: establishing peace through world order by supporting 

international law, compliance with multilateral treaties, use of international courts, and non-

violent resolution of disputes, participation in international organizations, trade, and 

communication, establishing social equality and justice, economic equity, ecological balance; 

protecting citizens from attack, and meeting basic human needs, establishing a civil peace 

that provides the constitutional and legal means necessary to settle differences non-violently, 

eliminating indirect violence, that shortens the life span of people, sustains unequal life 

chances, or reduces quality of life for any citizen. The concept of positive peace involves the 

elimination of the root causes of war, violence, and injustice and the conscious attempt to 

build a society that reflects these commitments. Positive peace assumes an 

interconnectedness of all life (Herath, 2010). 

 

Negative peace 

Herath (2010) defines negative peace as peace without justice. It is a false sense of “peace” 

that often comes at the cost of justice. In a negative peace situation, it may not see conflict 

out in the open, but the tension is boiling just beneath the surface because the conflict was 

never reconciled. Negative peace refers to the absence of violence. When, for example, a 

ceasefire is enacted, a negative peace will ensue. It is negative because something undesirable 

stopped happening (e.g. the violence stopped, the oppression ended). Positive peace is filled 

with positive content such as restoration of relationships, the creation of social systems that 

serve the needs of the whole population and the constructive resolution of conflict. Peace 

does not mean the total absence of any conflict. It means the absence of violence in all forms 

and the unfolding of conflict in a constructive way. Peace therefore exists where people are 

interacting non-violently and are managing their conflict positively – with respectful attention 

to the legitimate needs and interest of all concerned (Galtung, 1996). 

 

Negative peace emphasize on managing interpersonal and organizational conflict in order to 

control, contain, and reduce actual and potential violence, reducing the incidence of war by 

eliminating the extreme dangers of the war system and limiting war through international 

crisis management, preventing war through strategic deterrence and arms control. The 

concept of negative peace addresses immediate symptoms, the conditions of war, and the use 
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and effects of force and weapons. Words and images that reveal the horror of war and its 

aftermath are often used by writers, artists, and citizen groups in their efforts to stop it 

(Herath, 2010). 

 

2.3 Conflict 

Conflict is an ambiguous concept that takes on different meanings for different groups and in 

different contexts. There are various definitions of conflict that scholars have given and these 

are examined here. The concept of conflict is derived from the Latin word confligere which 

means “to clash, to engage in a fight.” Thus, it describes the confrontations that occur 

between people or social groups.  According to Coser (1956: 8), conflict encompasses “the 

struggle over values or claims of status, power and scarce resources, in which the aims of the 

groups or individuals involved are not only to obtain the desired values but to neutralize, 

injure or eliminate rivals”. In the view of Moaz (1982) conflict denotes a state of 

incompatibility among values, where the achievement of one‟s values can be realized only at 

the expense of others‟ values. The values of the parties in conflict must also be well 

understood by the Conflict Analyst.   

 

Conflict may arise within single organisms pursuing multiple goals as well as between 

organisms striving at incompatible goals. According to Rao and Narayana (1998: 398), 

“conflict is a process in which an effort is purposely made by one person or unit to block 

another that results in frustrating the attainment of the other‟s goals or the furthering of his or 

her interests.” It is the existence of non-compatibility or disagreements between two actors 

such as individuals, groups, organizations or nations in their interaction over issues of 

interests, values, beliefs, emotions, goals, space, positions, scarce resources, and many others. 

From the definitions given, it can be seen that conflict is defined by the desires of individuals 

which are contrary to the desires of the other. Basically, conflicts occur when people have 

perceptions and values that are contradictory. It also occurs when people are assigned roles 

that entail competing for scarce resources.  

 

Reyes (2015), postulates that a number of people in the community only see conflict when 

there is physical, open and direct confrontations. However, this is not the case. Conflict can 

be present even when there is no fighting or use of verbal attacks between members or groups 

of the community. This has to do with social conditions such as oppression, exclusion, 

poverty, hunger, diseases, intimidation, fear, and many other psychological effects. There 
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may be no physical fighting present in the community, but the presence of the above 

conditions does not guarantee peace. Therefore, two types of conflict exist. Conflict can 

either be direct or indirect.  Direct and indirect conflict can also refer to a direct and structural 

violence respectively.  

 

2.3.1 Forms of conflict 

Direct conflict 

Where there are physical injuries and the infliction of pain that is caused by a specific person 

or group to the other; that is referred to as Direct Conflict. Galtung (1969) argued that, under 

physical violence human beings are hurt somatically, to the point of killing. Further, Salvage, 

et al. (2012) allude that, people can be killed, psychologically harmed, maldeveloped or 

deprived through violent socioeconomic or political structures. During war, the beatings, 

killing, and abuse are examples of direct conflict. Direct conflict is personal, visible manifest 

and nor-structural. When it is over, it always leaves trauma of memories, which even when 

physical violence has ended, conflict will exist but just change its shape. At all levels, direct 

conflict is characterised by causing harm or pain to the recipient. Such acts to cause harm to 

an individual or groups of people is associated with basic interest. 

 

 Reyes (2015) states that the use of physical, psychological or material threats and injuries is 

to impose one‟s needs, goals or desires over another. At a group level, the use of physical 

injury on other people may be deliberate policy that serves the political interest of an 

individual or group. On the other hand, violent conflict according to Geneva Declaration 

(2008) is a conflict which involves the intentional use of illegitimate force with arms or 

explosives against a person, community or state. This conflict is generally characterized by at 

least 1,000 conflict‐related deaths per year. Furthermore, “violent conflict” refers to the “use 

of armed force by two parties, of which at least one is the government of a state that results in 

at least 25 battle-related deaths per year” (Wallensteen and Axell, 1994:333). Armed or 

violent conflicts are grouped into three categories: minor armed conflicts, in which the battle-

related deaths during the course of the conflict are below 1000; intermediate conflicts, in 

which there are more than 1,000 battle-related deaths recorded during the course of the 

conflict, and in which between 25 and 1,000 deaths have occurred during a particular year; 

and wars, in which there are more than 1,000 battle-related deaths during one particular year. 
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Structural conflict 

Reyes defines Structural or indirect violence as forms of violence which are reproduced along 

a range of collective beliefs, values and norms that impact how people relate to each other 

and within societal and institutional structures leading to inequality, discrimination and 

injustices. The way people relate to each other in their routine activities can cause discontent 

to other members. In public institutions, employers or supervisors can cause structural 

violence to their employees or subordinates in the way they relate to them. This kind of 

conflict is also common in other sectors of the society (Reyes, 2015). This kind of violence is 

present in social structures such as economic, political, legal, religious, and cultural 

institutions that stop individuals, groups, and societies from reaching their full potential. 

There may be no physical harm caused, but such treatments makes the affected individuals 

uncomfortable (Galtung, 1969).  

 

2.4 Types of conflict 

The literature consulted identifies four types of conflict which are: Intrapersonal, 

Interpersonal, Intragroup and Intergroup conflicts. These types of conflicts are explained in 

the following sections. 

   

Intrapersonal Conflict 

Intrapersonal conflict occurs within a person and that one can experience intrapersonal 

conflict with respect to the amount of resources one has by hearing internal voices that 

disagree (Larson and Mildred 2000). (Orlich et al, 2001) agrees with this assertion and 

explains that in intrapersonal conflict the individual tries to reconcile conflict within his or 

her own value structure. Similarly, Hart (2000), observes that conflict may not only occur in 

one‟s physical body but it often occupies one‟s thoughts and causes a great deal of emotion. 

Larson and Mildred (2000), also agree that intrapersonal conflict occurs within an individual 

and can involve some form of goal or cognitive conflict. They argue that intrapersonal 

conflict occurs when a person‟s behavior results in positive and negative outcomes or 

incompatible outcomes.   

 

Interpersonal conflict 

While Meek, (2005), states that interpersonal conflict occurs between two or more persons. 

Larson and Mildred (2000), refer to interpersonal conflict as clashes that involve two or more 

individuals who perceive each other as being in opposition to preferred outcomes and or 



 

17 
 

attitudes, values or behaviours. Similarly, Johns (1988), indicates that interpersonal conflict is 

a situation in which one or both individuals in a relationship are experiencing difficulty in 

working or living with each other. Expanding on this point, Nelson-Jones states that 

interpersonal conflict usually occurs due to differences or incompatibilities, needs, goals or 

styles clash. Similar to this assertion is that of Orlich (2001), who observed that in 

interpersonal conflict the values of different individuals or groups openly clash. 

 

Intragroup Conflict 

This type of conflict emerges between people who identify themselves as belonging to the 

same group. Larson and Mildred (2000), explain that intragroup conflict is a clash among 

some or all of a group‟s members which often affects the group‟s progress and effectiveness. 

In a classroom situation, an intragroup conflict may occur within members of a class where 

pupils sit in close proximity and interact with each other. Such conflict can also occur among 

the staff of schools that have different views on the kind of measures appropriate for 

punishing students. In this case, some teachers may support the use of corporal punishment 

while others may support other milder forms of punishment for misbehavior. 

 

Intergroup conflict 

This emerges between two or more groups of people. Larson and Mildred (2000), define 

intergroup conflict as opposition and clashes that arise between two or more groups. Wilmet 

and Hocker (1998), indicate that such conflicts are highly intense and costly to the group 

involved. Intergroup conflict can therefore occur between two or more schools. According to 

Scott (2001). Inter-group conflict within organisations occurs at three levels: vertical, 

horizontal and line staff, these are explained as follows: (i) Vertical conflict refers to clashes 

between levels in an organization. For example, vertical conflict occurs when superiors try to 

control subordinates too tightly as subordinates resist the control. (ii) Horizontal conflict 

refers to clashes between groups of employees at the same hierarchical level in an 

organisation. In a school situation horizontal conflict will occur if one department desires a 

larger proportion of scarce resources at the expense of other departments. (iii) Line-staff 

conflict is a clash over authority relationships. As Wattam (2005), indicates, line staff conflict 

can easily occur from the different organizational roles of line and staff departments.  
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2.5 Conflict resolution 

According to Agbu & Aiyede (2006), conflict resolution is simultaneously an ancient and a 

new field of academic study. It is ancient insofar as humans have always attempted to 

regulate and settle conflicts by recourse to a variety of strategies. These include rule of law, 

political agreements, religious authority, and of course brute military force. All of these 

strategies have, to varying degrees, emphasized the role of abstract principles of justice, 

morality, and divine guidance in ending conflict. As a new field of study, conflict resolution 

attempts to move beyond this time honored set of  strategies  by  developing  theoretical  

insights  into  the  nature  and sources of conflict and how conflicts can be resolved to bring 

about durable settlements without the use of military force. 

 

2.5.1 Methods of conflict resolution 

 

Conciliation 

Masulirani (2017) states that conciliation is an alternative out-of-court dispute resolution 

instrument. Like mediation, conciliation is a voluntary, flexible, confidential, and interest 

based process. The parties seek to reach an amicable dispute settlement with the assistance of 

the conciliator, who acts as a neutral third party. Conciliation is a voluntary proceeding, 

where the parties involved are free to agree and attempt to resolve their dispute by 

conciliation. The process is flexible, allowing parties to define the time, structure and content 

of the conciliation proceedings. These proceedings are rarely public. They are interest-based, 

as the conciliator will when proposing a settlement, not only take into account the parties' 

legal positions, but also their; commercial, financial and / or personal interests.  

 

Conciliation is similar to third party intervention, and aims at utilizing the third party or „a 

go-between‟ to encourage and persuade parties in conflict to embrace peace. The process 

involves communicating to the parties separately and creating atmosphere that will sooth 

“tensed nerves” and usher in tolerance of each other. Sometimes, it might be used as a 

prerequisite of mediation strategies. 

 

Mediation 

Tsambuli (2016) Mediation is a voluntary, flexible and confidential dispute settlement 

procedure in which an impartial person actively assists the parties to reach a settlement in a 

dispute through negotiation. The parties may themselves decide whether they accept the 
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settlement and its terms. A mediation agreement is defined as an agreement in which the 

parties agree to strive for an amicable resolution, through mediation, of a certain dispute or 

disputes that may arise in the future out of a certain legal relationship. A mediation agreement 

can be concluded by incorporating a mediation clause into another agreement between the 

parties. The parties are defined as the contracting parties to the mediation agreement or to an 

agreement that contains a mediation clause. A mediator is defined as an attorney-at-law who 

has been appointed to mediate the dispute between the parties (Tsambuli, 2016).  

 

The Mediation Board is defined as a special body functioning under the Finnish Bar 

Association whose purpose is to manage administrative tasks related to mediation. 

Mediation is an informal, voluntary and confidential process in which a trained professional 

dispute resolver (the mediator) facilitates understanding,   communication   and   negotiation   

between   disputing parties   and   assists  those   parties   in   reaching  their   own  mutually 

acceptable resolution to their dispute (Loode, 2017) 

 

Negotiation 

Malik states that Negotiation is a process where two parties with differences which they need 

to resolve are trying to reach agreement through exploring for options and exchanging offers 

– and an agreement. It is a process– a sequence of activities, perhaps with an underlying 

pattern. It is not a single event – choices are made along the way. It is not mechanical or 

deterministic – the choices negotiators make affect how agreement is achieved and what the 

agreement will be. 

 

Negotiation may be facilitated by a third party.  He the third party helps, the conflict parties 

to reach a mutually satisfying agreement. Facilitation involves the use of techniques to 

improve the flow of information in a meeting between parties in disputes. Another aspect of 

negotiation is conciliation. It is the act of taking peace messages to and from parties in 

conflict.  It seeks the promotion of attitudinal and behavioral changes that will build a 

positive relationship between parties in dispute (Malik, 2014). 

 

Collaboration 

Collaboration involves the parties in conflict to work on their own volition to resolve conflict. 

Collaboration is based on constructive co-operation and dialoguing between parties in 

conflict. It is borne out of the personal conviction of the parties concerned that adversarial 
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relationship is not going to help matters on the long run, that it is better to create environment 

for friendly relations.  Emily (2011) postulates that collaboration is the mutual engagement of 

participants in a coordinated effort to solve a problem together. Collaborative interactions are 

characterized by shared goals, symmetry of structure, and a high degree of negotiation, 

interactivity, and interdependence. Interactions producing elaborated explanations are 

particularly valuable for improving student learning. Nonresponsive feedback, on the other 

hand, can be detrimental to student learning in collaborative situations. Collaboration can 

have powerful effects on student learning, particularly for low-achieving students. 

 

Arbitration 

Arbitration  is  defined  by  Ojielo  (2001)  as  a  procedure  for  the settlement of disputes, 

under which the parties agree to be bound by the decision of an arbitrator whose decision is, 

in general final, and legally binding on the parties. Arbitration may be the reference of 

dispute or difference between not less  than  two  parties  for  determination  after  hearing  

both  sides  in judicial manner, by a person or persons other than a court of competent 

jurisdiction. Arbitration is a process by which parties to a dispute voluntarily refer their 

disputes to an impartial third person. An arbitrator selected by them for a decision based on 

the evidence and arguments to be presented before the arbitration tribunal. 

 

Problem – Solving 

This refers to “the situation in which the parties to a conflict, either by themselves or through 

the assistance of a third party, find solutions to their problems in a cordial environment”. 

Problem-solving procedure is non-judgmental and highly participatory in character (Agbu & 

Aiyede 2006). It promotes cooperation between conflict parties who jointly analyze the 

structure of the conflict and carefully work out strategies for reconciling with each other. 

Peace and conflict scholars and practitioners consider problem solving the best method of 

dealing with conflict as its outcomes are usually self-supporting in the sense that it is 

advantageous to all parties in the conflict (Brouneus, 2003). 

 

2.6 Religious Nation 

A religious nation is a nation that has declared its main religion as a state religion. 

Constitutions typically regulate the relationship between religious and state authorities. They 

may establish a connection between the state and a particular religion or religions, 

recognizing a religion or giving its laws or institutions a privileged place in the legal-political 
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system. Others declare the secularity of the state or others declare the secularity of the state or 

its neutrality from religions. For many people around the world, religious identification is an 

integral part of their communal and national identity, which some may seek to express 

through constitutional recognition. A desire to acknowledge and protect religious diversity in 

a society may also incline constitutional designers to give special recognition to various 

religious groups (International IDEA, 2014). The key aspect of state religion is its promotion 

of the monopoly position of the favoured religion, partly through limitations on entry and 

partly through subsidies. The low service quality of monopoly religion providers reduces 

religious participation and beliefs (Barro and McCleary, 2005). Examples of the religious 

nations in the contemporary society include: Islamic nations, Hinduism nation, Shintoism 

national, Christian nations and many others. 

 

2.6.1 Characteristics of a religious nation 

 

Islamic Nations 

According to Rakan (2017), the following are some of the characteristics of Islamic nations: 

 A state that practices and provides security, welfare and services to the entire 

citizenry, for the attainment of success in this life and Hereafter. 

 A state that is headed by the most virtuous and God-fearing person of society. 

Through his leadership, the entire state submits to Allah and His Prophet in all aspects 

of life. 

 A state that is based on piety and righteousness, hence attaining bliss, solace and 

pleasure of the Almighty God. The Shari‟ah is the main source of guidance and 

governance in conducting the affairs of the state. 

 The citizens of the state would experience a life-long continuous non-formal 

educational program so as to inculcate good moral and spiritual values. The 

implementation of Shari‟ah further provides the cleansing and purification of society. 

A virtuous and moral society in turn, entitles itself to further bliss and grace from the 

Almighty. 

 The implementation of Shari‟ah, hudud being a part of it, provides the much required 

peace and security as crimes would Non-Muslims members of the state continue to 

enjoy the rights of the freedom of religious beliefs and rituals and are at liberty to 

practice their cultural expressions. 



 

22 
 

However, it is usually this Shari‟ah law that has not been described much that is problematic. 

This kind of law has been known for religious intolerance and a lot of violence around the 

world. The Jihadi are crusades that are interpreted by other faiths as being intolerant and 

uncompromising to people who break the law from Koran as well as the state. One common 

aspect which can be concluded from the above characteristics is that there is no separation in 

Islamic nations between the religion and the state.  

 

Christian Nations 

A Christian state is a country that recognises a form of Christianity as its official religion and 

often has a state church which is a Christian denomination that supports the government and 

is supported by the government. However, compared to the Islamic states, the Christian states 

seem not have organised and defined structures of governance. In a number of countries, 

there is a separation between religion and the state although the state would want to interfere 

with religion sometimes. Daniel and Abby (2012), mention the following as some of the 

characteristics of Christian nations; 

 

The relationship between state and religion differs from country to country. Different 

approaches often appear in the constitutions. Legislation and case law elaborate the 

relationship between state and religion in the different countries. 

 

A second dimension of the relationship between state and religion concerns the state‟s tasks 

as far as religious matters are concerned. Attention must be paid to two interrelated issues. 

What part should government play regarding religion, substantively and should the 

government support religious communities financially? In the United States, political 

candidates often use or have to use religious references to attract voters; in other countries, 

such as Germany and the Netherlands, this is less obvious, even though, at the same time, 

political parties with religious backgrounds do exist. This aspect is also a common trend for 

the Zambian situation where politicians want to ride on the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation to only foster their selfish agendas. Believers are religiously motivated, 

which does not always change when they enter the political arena. Moreover, religious 

communities may have special interests that they want to have represented in political debate 

(Daniel and Abby, 2012). 
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Nevertheless, in a democracy under the rule of law, governmental influence should be 

rejected. The government should not prescribe which religious doctrine is right or true. 

Government has another vocation, and such entanglement often leads to advantages for 

certain denominations or certain currents of belief. From a religious point of view, it is also 

undesirable that the substance of a religion be dependent on political institutions and political 

decisions (Daniel & Abby, 2012). 

 

2.7 Zambia’s declaration as a Christian nation 

According to Temperman (2010), Zambia was officially declared a Christian state though the 

legal ramifications clearly do not compare to the latter state. The Preamble of the 

Constitution of Zambia establishes Zambia as a Christian state without specifying "Christian" 

denominationally. It simply proclaims: "We, the people of Zambia...declare the Republic a 

Christian nation..." As far as state practice is concerned, it may be pointed out that the 

Government maintains relations with the Zambian Council of Churches and requires 

Christianity to be taught in the public school curriculum. After Zambia declared itself a 

Christian nation in 1991, the nation‟s vice- President urged all citizens to have a Christian 

orientation in all fields at all levels. 

 

2.7.1 The Use of the Bible in the Christian Nation Declaration 

The Scriptures that Frederick Chiluba used to justify the declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

nation depended heavily on the Old Testament covenantal vision between Israel and Yahweh 

(Muwowo, et al. 2010). By using the nation of Israel to serve as an example of what Zambia 

should aspire to be, Chiluba created a national ideology that was grounded in an ill-informed 

theological understanding.  Chiluba identified 2 Chronicles 7:14 which states that  “If my 

people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 

turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and 

will heal their land” (Speech by the Pillars, 1991: 29th December, 1991).  Chiluba‟s 

application of the Old Testament covenantal verses to support the Christian nation declaration 

was informed by the embedded theology disseminated by the conservative Pentecostal 

churches of which he was a member. Chiluba took the literal meaning of the words that have 

been quoted above and applied them to his political career in order to advance his hidden 

agenda (Stone and Duke, 1996). 
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2.7.2 Church Mother Bodies 

Mwanakatwe (1994) argues that the effect of Christian order is to bring perfection on 

political order, for example by ensuring that there is justice in the political realm. Therefore, 

religion provides guidance in political matters, especially where politics impinges upon 

justice, but the two realms should be kept distinct. Newman (1991) mentions also that the 

Church and state should continue to remain separate entities. The Mukuka (2014) states that 

the Anglican Church felt that after working on the reconciliation of the various parties during 

the period of elections, and after anointing the president later on, it should have been notified 

or involved in the process leading the declaration. Mumba (2012) agrees with the former and 

argued that in a democracy, citizens should be consulted and are required to participate in any 

major decisions.  

However, when he became president and declared Zambia to be a Christian nation, Chiluba 

failed to embrace democratic values that encourages public participation by his own citizens. 

Deception was his trade mark, this was because he failed to inform the nation about his 

intention to declare the country. Muwowo (2010) states that despite being a unique concept, 

the declaration must be both theologically and ethically sound if, indeed it should become 

more than a slogan and a mere statement in the preamble of our republican constitution.  

 

On the 20th Jan 1995, the post newspaper reported that Violet Sampa Bredt, General 

Secretary of Christian Council of Zambia then, accused the government of getting involved in 

religious matters and inviting religious groups to legitimize the occasion. However, Freston 

(2001) argues that the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation did not introduce new 

substantive laws or establish any church in Zambia. Kwasi Prempeh (2008), postulates a 

viable critique of Chiluba‟s contradictory politics stating that as a self-described evangelical 

Christian, President Chiluba simply imposed his own religious preferences on the entire 

nation, ignoring the fact that Zambia has been a secular state since its founding in 1964 and 

remains a culturally religiously pluralistic society”. The issue of whether Zambia should be 

declared a Christian nation seems to be a non sequitur considering that the nation has been 

overrun by European missionary Christianity for many years since the country came under 

British colonial rule (Hendriks, 2004). In other words, it was not necessary to declare Zambia 

a Christian nation looking at its history and how Christianity has worked in this nation.  

 

Though the declaration upholds the right to exercise other religions, it includes a number of 

contradictions. According to Anyangwe, You cannot favour one religion and at the same time 



 

25 
 

honestly uphold the propagation and exercise of other religious beliefs that are doctrinally 

and in matters of faith opposed to the state-chosen religion .By singling out the Christian 

religion, the declaration, in itself, implies a certain understanding of the core principles of the 

country. In a truly democratic country, every citizen, including visitors from other nations 

must enjoy their freedom of choice and freedom of conscience. Articles 11, 19 and 23 of the 

constitution of Zambia all guarantee people in Zambia the right to enjoy fundamental human 

rights and the freedom of thought and religion (Constitution of Zambia Act of 1991:18). Talk 

of the Christian nation in this regard, violates some of the tenets of democracy. Though the 

Zambian „Christian nation‟ declaration might be taken lightly by some, it could be misused 

by Christian fundamentalists. According to Anyangwe (2005) the declaration does not merely 

have symbolic value.  

 

Further, the „Christian nation‟ declaration is not only in conflict with Zambia‟s 

constitutional Bill of Rights, but is also inconsistent with the many different international 

human rights instruments to which Zambia has subscribed, such as the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the African 

Charter on Human and Peoples‟ Rights. Such international instruments all guarantee the right 

to freedom of religion.  

 

The laws of Zambia would have to be consistent with Christian doctrines, dogmas and 

practices, if the nation is to abide by such a principle. In effect, such consistency would mean 

that the Bible, and Christian doctrines and dogmas, and not the Constitution as such, would 

be the supreme law of Zambia. The Bible will become the linchpin of Zambia‟s educational 

system, even as the Holy Koran is in Islamic States (Anyangwe, 2005). 

It could be argued that Chiluba never consulted, neither did he encourage nor create a 

platform for people to debate such an important national issue because it was never in his 

political interest to do so and he had inherent hidden political agendas behind this ploy 

(Henriot, 1998). This is further evidenced by Chiluba‟s action against the recommendations 

that came from the independent Mwanakatwe Constitutional review commission (CRC), that 

advised against Zambia being proclaimed a Christian nation (Constitution Review 

Commission Report, 2005). The Christian nation declaration instigated much public concern 

and the Mwanakatwe CRC responded by recommending the removal of the Christian nation 

declaration from the constitution in a draft report which was released in June 2006 (CRC 

Report, 2005). 
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Ihunegbo (2015) conducted a study on the Church in Africa as an Agent of Social 

Transformation through Reconciliation, Justice and Peace in Light of the Second African 

Synod. The study specifically explored the proposals of the Second African Synod on 

reconciliation, justice and peace. It addressed these challenges in the socio-political, 

economic and cultural dimensions of African society, proposed by the Second African Synod 

as central to the present mission of African Christianity.  The findings revealed that the 

Church, while remaining the salt of the earth and light of the world, should engage the 

various societal structures and institutions, and so help Africa to become a reconciled society 

where the fruits of justice and peace shall be harvested in abundance. This research 

demonstrated the possibility of realizing the aspirations of the Second African Synod by 

employing the common elements that were used by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

of South Africa, which helped foster reconciliation and peace in that country. This study 

concludes by arguing that, given the varying and peculiar social contexts of most African 

countries, African Christianity had a major role to play as an instrument of reconciliation, 

justice and peace in transforming the continent of Africa. In other words, African Christianity 

should never be seen to be promoting injustice or even division among its people.   

 

Following on the example that was provided by the Afrikaner nation, in its formation of „the 

new Israel‟, which gave birth to the Apartheid government in South Africa in 1948, the 

sentiment that has given rise to such a declaration has to be taken seriously, and one has to be 

mindful of its possible consequences. In an event were a Christian fundamentalist accede to 

the high office of the President of the Republic of Zambia, the declaration could be used to 

impose Christian fundamentalist tenets and dogmas on all those living in Zambia. Such use 

would be unjust, for the practice of Christianity should not be imposed, but should be 

accepted willingly by those who desire to do so, on an individual basis, to profess their faith 

in Christ, (Noll, 2000). 

 

In ancient times, religion was usually a subordinate branch of government. Later, religion 

begun to emerge independent from the state. The civilization of the western world rests on its 

Greco Roman- Judeo-Christian inheritance and from the Romans came political and legal 

concepts, from the latter two, religious and ethical values. Early Christianity was 

conservative even reactionary in political quietism, and in its acceptance of social and 
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economic inequalities, its ethical message was radical. All individuals were important, no 

matter what their economic status or nationality (Curtis, 2008). 

 

2.8 Research GAP 

Mwanakatwe (1994) argues that the effect of Christian order is to bring perfection on 

political order, for example by ensuring that there is justice in the political realm. Therefore 

religion provides guidance in political matters, but the two should be left distinct. 

Mwanakatwe‟s (1994) study focuses on political matters but this study addresses the 

declaration and its contribution to peace and conflict resolution. Equally, Muwowo (2010) 

states despite being a unique concept, the declaration must be both theologically and ethically 

sound if, indeed it is to become more than a mere statement in the preamble of our republican 

constitution. Equally Muwowo‟s assertion is that the declaration should be theologically and 

ethically sound. However, this study is not focused on theology but wanting to establish how 

the declaration is making a contribution in terms of peace and conflict resolution.   

On the whole the literature cited on the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation did not 

address the factor of peace creation and conflict resolution. The current research‟s concern is 

that one of any religion‟s major teachings is peace and reconciliation. Therefore, this 

research, justifiably brings to light this important aspect in a country that claims to be 

Christian.  

 

2.9 Summary 

This chapter has covered the concepts and types of peace. It has defined conflict, types of 

conflicts and common conflict resolution methods. The research has discussed characteristics 

of some religious nations and the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and the 

summary. The next chapter brings out the methodology used for the research. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter outlines the methodology that was used to answer the research questions on 

analyzing the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and its contribution to peace and 

conflict resolution. This chapter contains the: research philosophy, design, study area, study 

population,  study sample, sampling techniques, data collection instruments, data collection 

procedure and time, reliability and validity of data, data analysis instruments and procedures 

and  a summary of  the chapter. 

 

3.2 Research philosophy 

According to Sidhu (2011), there are three paradigms in research. These are positivism, anti-

positivism and critical theory. This study used the anti-positivism research paradigm because 

it was based on qualitative method.According to Bryman (2008), qualitative research 

methodology is said to be a research strategy that usually emphasizes on words rather than 

quantifications in the collection and analysis of data. Therefore, qualitative research 

methodology helps to establish the meaning of participants‟ experiences without engaging 

them into rigid pre-test categories. Aryl (1996) argued that the experiences must be as they 

are lived by informants in a particular context, for instance, a community, school, culture, 

group or institution. 

  

3.3 Research Design 

This study employed a case study design using qualitative methods of data collection and 

analysis. The researcher opted for qualitative approach because of the advantages it has over 

other methods of data collection and analysis. The advantage of qualitative technique is that it 

does not involve manipulation and control of variables. Kombo and Tromp (2006) mentions 

that Case study brings about deeper insights and better understanding of the problems faced 

by the participants. Hence the reason for using a case study for this particular research was 

that it gave the researcher deeper insight and better understanding of the subject hand, the 

investigation of the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and its contribution to peace 

and conflict resolution. 
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3.4 Study area 

This research was conducted in Lusaka Central where the three Church Mother Bodies, Civil 

Society Organisations and Political Parties are located. The three Church mother bodies were 

the Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia (EFZ) in Kalingalinga along Kamloops road, Council 

of Churches in Zambia (CCZ) in Kabulonga and the Zambia Conference for Catholic Bishops 

(ZCCB) in Kabulonga.  The civil society organisations namely YALI and SACCORD in 

Woodlands, ZCID and TIZ in Kamwala. The major political parties were the Patriotic Front 

(PF), United Party for National Development (UPND) in Rhodespark and the Movement for 

Multi-Party Democracy (MMD) in Kabulonga. 

 

3.4 Study Population 

In the context of research, the term Target Population was defined as all members of any 

well-defined class of people, events or objects which have been designated as being the focus 

of an investigation. It is also known as a universe. It was called special universe in order to 

distinguish it from the general universe or population to which the study‟s findings can be 

generalized (Bless and Achola, 1988). Whereas, population is defined as all those people 

about whom a researcher wishes to make statements (Finch, 2008).The target population for 

this study were; All Church mother bodies that is, Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia (EFZ), 

Christian Council of Zambia (CCZ), Zambia Conference for Catholic Bishops (ZCCB), 

Pentecostal Bishops Conference, ICOZ – Rev Masupa, BIGOCA, Bishop Makando, Bishop J 

Banda. All major political parties; Patriotic Front (PF), United Party for National 

Development (UPND) and Movement for Multi-Party Democracy (MMD). The civil society 

organizations targeted were SACCORD, Zambia Centre for Interparty Dialogue, TIZ, 

Independent Churches of Zambia, YALI. 
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3.5 Study sample 

Study Area Target  Interviewed  

 Church Mother Bodies 

EFZ 4 3 

CCZ 4 3 

ZCCB 4 3 

Sub Total 12 9 

Civil Society Organisations   

YALI 4 3 

SACCORD 4 3 

ZCID 4 3 

TIZ 4 3 

Sub-Total 16 12 

Political Parties   

PF 4 3 

UPND 4 3 

MMD 4 3 

Sub-Total 12 9 

Grand Total 30 23  

 

3.6 Sampling techniques 

Since each institution constitutes several respondents, a purposive and Maximum Variation 

Sampling technique was applied for this research. The sample size of 30 participants was  

selected using purposive sampling method. According to Sidhu (2011), purposive sampling is 

where the investigator selects a particular group or category from the population  to constitute 

the sample because this category is considered to mirror the whole with reference to 

characteristics in question. In this study, the researcher purposively selected and excluded 

some members from  the population  from three Church Mother Bodies, Civil Society 

Organisations and Political Parties employees in Lusaka. The advantage of this method is that 

the investigator clearly knew the objective of the the study and was able to  pick out variables 

with these objectives in view. The reason Maximum Variation Sampling was used is that this 

method aims at capturing the central themes that cut across participants variationalism. 
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3.7 Data collection instruments 

The researcher used one-to-one interviews with respondents from three Church Mother 

Bodies, Civil Society Organisations and Political Parties in Lusaka as method of data 

collection. As an interviewer, I was asking guided questions and respondents would give 

answers, in that regard, I became an instrument for the research. A recorder and a note book 

were used to collect the data given by respondents. The purpose of the interview was to probe 

the ideas of the interviewees about the phenomenon of interest. The advantage of interviews 

is that that they allow respondents to express a variety of views (Gosh, 2013).  

 

3.8 Data Collection Procedure and time 

Data collection is the process of gathering and measuring information on variables of interest, 

in an established systematic fashion that enables one to answer questions and evaluate the 

outcome (Ghosh, 2013). In this study, the data was collected using personal one-to-one 

interviews. The researcher established the times when the respondents were available for 

interviews. The objective of the research was outlined to all without putting pressure on 

individuals to participate. The field work was carried out over a period of 21 days by the 

researcher. 

 

3.9 Reliability and validity of data 

Reliability concerns the replication of the study under similar circumstances. This means 

consistency.  Validity of a test or evaluation device can be defined as the degree to which the 

test measures what it is intended to measure (Creswell, 2001). In this study, the interview 

schedules were be reliable and valid because they were designed to collect data specifically 

on analysing the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and its contribution to peace and 

conflict resolution.  

 

3.10 Data analysis instruments and procedures 

The data collected was analysed using qualitative methods because the study involved the use 

of interviews. Thematic data analysis- was employed to analyse the data in this study. This 

was done by going through all the interview responses that were collected in order to identify 

the main themes that emerged from the discussions. 
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3.11 Ethical Consideration 

 It is always paramount to obtain consent from participants whether young or old before an 

interview can be carried out. Therefore, letters expressing purpose, benefits and risks were 

given to target groups. Participants in this study were assured of confidentiality and that the 

information obtained would only be used for academic purpose. It is important to note that 

names of all respondents will not be disclosed but will be represented by the phrase “a 

member”.  

 

3.12 Summary of chapter 

This chapter discussed the procedure that was adopted in the research study process. 

Furthermore, the research design described the plan that was used in collecting data to 

achieve the set objectives. The chapter has also captured the study area, the study sample, 

including the sampling techniques, sample structure and data collection instruments. The 

final section covered the data collection and processing procedure, and the data analysis and 

ethical consideration in data collection. The next chapter presents, interprets and analyzes the 

findings. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS 

4.1 Overview 

This chapter presents the findings of the study on the declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

nation and its contribution to peace and conflict resolutions which was carried out in Lusaka 

Central where the three Church Mother Bodies, Civil Society Organisations and Political 

Parties are located. The three church mother bodies were the Evangelical Fellowship of 

Zambia (EFZ) in Kalingalinga along Kamloops road, Council of Churches in Zambia (CCZ) 

in Kabulonga and the Zambia Conference for Catholic Bishops (ZCCB) in Kabulonga.  The 

civil society organations namely YALI, SACCORD in Woodlands, ZCID and TIZ in 

Kamwala. The major political parties were the Patriotic Front (PF), United Party for National 

Development (UPND) in Rhodespark and the Movement for Multi-Party Democracy (MMD) 

in Kabulonga. The following specific research questions guided the respondents and the 

findings of this research: 

i. How has the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation contributed to peace and 

conflict resolution? 

ii. What is the relationship between the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation to 

peace and conflict resolution. 

iii. What challenges are faced in the implementation of the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation in regard to peace and conflict resolution. 

iv. What could be the solutions to the challenges faced in the implementation of the 

declaration Zambia as a Christian nation to peace and conflict resolution. 

4.1 Whether the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation has contributed 

to peace and conflict resolution. 

Most of the respondents are of the view that the declaration has contributed to peace and 

conflict resolution. For instance, a member from SACCORD said: 

As far as I’m concerned, the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation 

has really contributed to peace in the country. You may have obviously 

noticed that, Zambia has never experienced civil war since its 

independence, and I want to believe this has been as a result of the 
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declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation which has been a unifying 

factor. 

The challenge with this view which is the same with other views is that Zambia was declared 

a Christian nation in 1991. And the SACCORD official mentions that we have had peace 

from 1964 when Zambia got its independence. The question is, is it as result of the 

declaration? 

An official from the Patriotic Front (PF) said the following: 

For me, I can refer back to what Dr. Kaunda our founding father used to 

say, one Zambia one nation. This was a unifying motto the first President 

had for the republic of Zambia. He also used to quote the Bible by saying 

“love your neighbor as you love yourself’. All this for me was a foundation 

for the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation. In other words 

Zambians have always believed in the principles of Christianity. So, the 

declaration by the late president, only came to make official what Zambians 

have always believed. And believe me, this has helped to a great extent that 

we should not find ourselves in serious violence. Sometimes, even when 

others would have felt there was a cause to go to war, God has helped us. 

A Member from the Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia had this to say: 

One of the things that we should thank God for in this country is the fact 

that Zambia has been declared a Christian nation. This means that we have 

dedicated ourselves to God and obviously different from others who have 

not done that. This is the reason why God hears our cry as a nation 

whenever we turn to him in prayer. Am reminded of the Scripture in 2nd 

Chronicles 7:14, “if my people who are called by my name, shall humble 

themselves, seek my face and pray, turn away from their sins, then I will 

hear them from heaven and I shall heal their land. My brother, this is one 

of the reason Zambia has been lucky not to be in conflict because of the 

declaration. We are his people who call upon him day and night.  

However, some respondents were of the view that the pronouncement of Zambia as a 

Christian nation has promoted peaceful dialogue in the country. For instance one of the 

Church members from CCZ stated the following: 
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Although we could have been excluded from the beginning, I can say that 

the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation to have promoted peaceful 

dialogue since it was enacted. We have never had a situation where 

politicians or other parties to conflict have failed to resolve their matters 

within the country. 

In agreement with the above assertion, in an interview with one of the party official of the 

Movement Multi-party Democracy (MMD) said: 

Christianity has always been elevated and given some form of reverence in 

this country right from independence. You could be aware that the church 

was the one that took a leading role when there was serious need to amend 

the constitution of the republic of Zambia to allow for Multi-partism in 

1991, because people felt like it was too much of one party state kind of 

democracy. Things changed because the church led the process. Even now, 

the sentiments from a number of Zambians are that the church should be 

the one to lead the much talked about inter-party dialogue. All this can be 

owed to the fact that Zambia is a Christian nation and this could only be 

possible because of the declaration. 

In yet another interview, an official from Transparent Zambia International (TIZ) narrated his 

views in the following manner: 

If my memory serves right, there was a time when there was tension 

between the Former President Chiluba and the first republican president 

Dr Kaunda. Chiluba had decided to introduce the parentage clause in the 

constitution to block Dr Kaunda from re-contesting as a presidential 

candidate in 1996. There was so much tension that the two didn’t have kind 

words for each other. It was during such a moment that the church through 

Pastor Mumba then brought the MMD vice President Gen Miyanda and Dr 

Kaunda to dialogue. We saw peace coming because of the declaration of 

Zambia as a Christian nation. 
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Interviews with the different participants also revealed that the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation has helped the country in preventing evil deeds. The findings from the 

interviews on this aspect were as presented below. 

 

A respondent from YALI said the following: 

In my view, the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation has helped to 

prevent some evils from taking place in Zambia. You will recall that at 

some point when the late president Michael Chilufya Sata was head of 

state, the Secretary General of United Nations then came to influence 

Parliamentarians to adopt the bill of rights that included the article on gay 

rights. It was rejected by the Zambian people owing to the fact that we are 

a Christian nation. 

An official from MMD said: 

I do believe the fact that the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation 

has helped to set a standard for the people of Zambia and has given an 

identity for this nation. When anything that is below the standard set is to 

be introduced, it shall be easily rejected by the people of Zambia. You will 

recall not long ago, the government in partnership with some international 

Organisation was trying to introduce some kind of cultural heritage as one 

of the programmes to be offered at the University of Zambia. And because, 

Zambians felt that this heritage program was below the standard set for a 

Christian nation it was rejected. So the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation helps us to uphold certain values we have set for 

ourselves. 

An interview with a pastor from EFZ revealed the following: 

When we have such a declaration in place, it acts like a deterrent measure 

for people not to involve themselves in sin. Although we may not be perfect, 

this helps us to be reminded that if we have fallen in sin, we realise, that’s 

not where we belong in the environment of sin. Just like when a person is 

baptized in church, he/she may have his own weaknesses in life but he will 

always be reminded when he wants to fall in sin that am a Christian. 
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Therefore, the declaration helps us to appreciate our identity and makes us 

to avoid evil. 

In terms of impediment of the declaration to peace and conflict resolution it was found that this 

had no consensus on principles. The findings on this aspect were as presented in the following 

section. 

A member from EFZ said: 

To begin with my friend, how can someone declare Christianity in a 

community like this one where we have a lot denominations under the 

auspice of Christianity. Which doctrine are we going to adopt to govern the 

nation bearing in mind that there are a number of denominations with 

unique doctrines. So, this is confusion I see in this declaration. 

An official from UPND supported the assertion from the EFZ official. He was of the view 

that the declaration has created more conflict. He said: 

There is nothing tangible that can be seen in this so called declaration, 

instead it’s just a rhetorical political language for one to win support. 

There is now more confusion than ever before. People can be arrested and 

detained without consideration of human rights. We have a situation where 

Christians are now divided, Christians for Lungu and for Hichilema. Yet 

it’s the Christians that are supposed to bring us together. Other groups of 

Christians don’t seem to be accommodated by the declaration. One would 

usually tell when we have gatherings like the national day of prayer. You 

would agree with me that a certain fraction of Christians is often not part 

and parcel of the gatherings and they even go ahead to condemn those 

Christians that gather for prayers. 

A lay person of the Catholic Church had his own views: 

One of the impediments of the declaration is the fact that less has been done 

in terms research on the subject matter. Even the definition itself seem not 

to be given. One would therefore conclude that the declaration was done in 

haste without much research especially with the theologians- experts in the 

field. 
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Another lay person from the CCZ had this to say: 

And the fact that there was no consultation when the declaration was done. 

If people are not part and parcel of an activity or event or anything needing 

their involvement right from the start, it is very difficult for them to be part 

at a later stage. 

4.2 The relationship between the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation to peace 

and conflict resolution 

Interviews with the different categories revealed varied information on this variable. The 

responses from the respondents were presented as follows in the section below: 

An official from the CCZ stated: 

The way conflict are resolved in the secular world, it’s the same principle 

used in Christianity. Scriptures emphasizes forgiveness if there is to be not 

only good working culture but acceptable relationship, people need to 

forgive one another. And I think this is important for the leaders and all 

those involved in politics in Zambia to understand, that this element is key 

for this nation to move forward. 

An MMD official had this to say: 

Like I mentioned earlier, the declaration has set a standard for the people 

of Zambia. This standard will help every Zambian to measure their actions 

whether they are right or wrong using this particular standard. In other 

words, if you are going to resolve conflict, there is already a set process for 

both parties. I do believe, that even in the church, it’s the same thing. When 

people are aggrieved of whatever problems or issues, when sat down to 

discuss, there is already a reference point to the issue at hand. For instance 

one would say “but you know as a Christian you are supposed to love one 

another and forgive each other because that’s a requirement for a child of 

God”. The same process will help those of us in politics. 
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4.3 Challenges faced in the implementation of the declaration of Zambia as Christian 

       nation to peace and conflict resolution 

Interviews with the participants of this study brought out a number of challenges faced in the 

implementation of the declaration. Some of the participants were of the view that Christianity 

cannot be imposed on the people. For instance, an official from YALI stated the following: 

Am grateful to God that I am a Christian and I do understand a few things 

about Christianity. Now I know that you cannot impose Christianity on 

anyone. Christianity is different from these other religions. From the 

beginning people need to accept Christ willingly if I may put it that way. 

Therefore declaring a nation a Christian nation, cannot make anyone a 

Christian. There is need to remind each other that Zambia is multi-cultural 

and religious nation. We can only hope that by declaring Zambia a 

Christian nation, we are not indirectly telling everyone to be a Christian. 

An interview with an official from CCZ revealed the following: 

Allow me to quote what my former General Secretary used to say when he 

was General Secretary of Christian Council of Zambia. He could say “You 

cannot make people Christians by decrees and statements” I think I do 

agree with him. Christianity is not like other faiths or religions where one is 

told, you must follow what we all believe in. if you don’t then you are not 

part of this family or community. You will be an outcast. Christianity is 

better preached by our actions and conduct. In my view a declaration is like 

the common aspect in Christianity of claiming. I claim that I will be this or 

that. That in itself will not translate into anything if no corresponding 

action is followed. So it’s not just about speaking or declaring as it were. 

An Official from UPND had this to say: 

I think Zambians should guard against national leaders bringing an 

imposition on this country. Christianity should not be imposed upon the 

people of Zambia. In my understanding the people of Zambia are the ones 

who are supposed to decide, and declare that Zambia is a Christian nation. 

And I am just wandering why a politician be in the forefront and not the 

church to guide us through this process. 
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The other challenge that emerged as reported by the participant was that the foundation of the 

declaration was faulty. The responses as quoted from the participants were illustrated below. 

One of the participants from the religious field argued in the following manner: 

My thinking is that this issue would have been more successful, if we claim 

that it is successful, had there been consultations with the various stake 

holders and these are the church mother bodies, the political parties and all 

citizens from various walks of life. I cannot speak for others, but what I know 

is that CCZ was never consulted when this issue was thought about. Of 

course I have heard the argument that the church was there when the 

declaration was done. Well, am not sure, if those present were representing 

any church mother body. So if the mother bodies are saying we were never 

consulted, and almost all political parties have expressed similar sentiment, 

then you know there was no consultation from the beginning. 

An Official from UPND also was of the view that there was something wrong with the 

foundation of the declaration. He said: 

For me I want to say that the person who declared Zambia a Christian 

nation was a wrong person. Mr. FTJ Chiluba the late president, may his 

soul rest in peace. This is a person who grabbed someone’s wife. How can 

a Christian grab someone’s wife and still be confident that you are a 

Christian. Such a person for me was a wrong person to have declared 

Zambia a Christian nation. 

However, an interview with an official from PF revealed the reverse of the claims. He 

claimed: 

For me there was nothing wrong with the genesis or foundation of the 

declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation. What I know is that the whole 

process was followed. Those who claim that there was no consultation are 

not serious. Of course the church was consulted and those who were willing 

to come on board did that. The Parliamentarians debated on the issue and 

everyone interested agreed and this is how the issue found itself in the 

preamble of the constitution. This is why I say that we need to be serious 

about this issue. We cannot sit back when matters of national interest are 

being discussed and say you were never consulted. We need to be serious 



 

41 
 

with what we are doing. Meanwhile time ticks and it ticks from time to 

time,” if you choose to lag behind, are you going to claim that you were 

never consulted, No, that is what I can say on that issue. 

Other than the foundation being faulty, the participants felt that the differences in doctrines 

was another challenge in the implementation of the declaration as presented in the following 

interviews with the participants who participated in this study.  

 

An Official from the Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia (EFZ) presented his views in the 

following manner: 

I want to believe that the differences in doctrine are one issue which is 

problematic even within the church itself. We as the church have failed to 

unite because we can’t agree in terms of our interpretation of the Bible. 

This already has made the church divided and we cannot obviously speak 

with one voice. Others churches believe that just to sing the national 

anthem make you a pagan. Others don’t even call themselves Christians; 

they refuse to be called so. How then can it be possible to implement what 

you don’t believe in. So doctrines have separated us and it becomes a 

challenge in that regard to implement the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation. 

On the aspect of doctrine, the MMD official said: 

One challenging aspect that can be noticed is the fact that the church is not 

one in Zambia over the issue of the declaration. There are some debates 

going on in some churches whether it’s good to have the declaration or not. 

I do understand that churches have different doctrines and beliefs but in my 

view it would be logical and helpful for the churches to come together and 

support what would eventually help them to propagate the gospel. What I 

thought was that the church has a common enemy they are fighting and that 

is ignorance and the devil. Through the declaration peoples ignorance 

would reduce and this would encourage people to participate in matters of 

national interest. 
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Another aspect that came out in terms of challenges faced in the implementation of the 

declaration was that of different agendas. This was pointed out in an interview with an 

official from SACCORD who said the following: 

One of the challenges to implementing the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation is the issue of differences in our agendas. For instance, the 

SACCORD has its own programs lined up for the organization to achieve 

its mandate. However, our agenda may not be known and clear to 

outsiders. Sometimes, true agendas are only discovered with time. 

4.4 Solutions to the challenges faced in the implementation of the declaration Zambia as 

      a Christian nation to peace and conflict resolution. 

In terms of solutions to the challenges faced in the implementation of the declaration, the 

following emerged from the interviews with the participants who participated in this study. 

The participants indicated that there should always be consultations when dealing with 

national issues. For instance an official from Transparent International Zambia (TIZ) said: 

I want to believe that the main issue around the debate of the declaration of 

Zambia as a Christian nation is about consultation. If people are not 

involved in a process and you expect them to respond positively, that is 

more like a joke. There was a problem at the very beginning. Stakeholders 

were not fully involved right from the beginning. The best the President 

would have done was even to allow the issue go through even a referendum. 

For us as Transparent International Zambia, we are not against the 

declaration but if there was further consultation on how best we could 

implement the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation, we could gladly 

and honestly participate. 

An official from CCZ – over the issue of consultation responded in this manner:  

But Like what I could have mentioned earlier, since the three church 

mother bodies who are supposed to provide guidance on matters of religion 

in this country were not consulted and other stake holders, although for 

now the declaration is already in effect, we may not reverse things because 

the declaration is even enshrined in the Preamble of the republican 

constitution. But we can say for further decisions that are made in line with 

the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation, government should not be 
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ashamed to ask. For instance other people are asking what the role of the 

Ministry of National guidance and religious Affairs is an issue that may 

need clarification. Even simple question like what criteria was used to 

arrive at picking Rev G Simaili as Minister. So, the aspect of consultation 

cannot be over emphasized. There is need for consultation even now for 

people of Zambia to own the declaration. 

However, some of the participants expressed their concern for the need of genuine 

Christianity. An official from EFZ reported the following: 

In my view what is going to be the solution to the challenges for the 

declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation is the fact that we need to see 

true evangelism and discipleship in Zambia. Since Christianity is a religion 

to do with matters of the heart, it’s only wise that when people are 

ministered to in truth they will have genuine transformation and they will 

find themselves supporting the declaration. The reason some people seem 

to be controversial with the declaration is that some of them don’t who 

Jesus Christ is. Once they come into a relationship with him, obviously they 

will not fight what belongs to them.” 

An Official from UPND said: 

In my view I do not see any genuine Christianity in Zambia. Talk of the man 

I earlier on referred to, the one who declared Zambia a Christian nation, 

he later on married someone’s wife, is that Christianity? No! Look at the 

kind of hatred that our leaders have towards their fellow politicians. Can 

that be called real Christianity – I doubt it very much. The PF government 

has no regard for human life. When people die at the black mountain, 

because they are trying to make living as a result of this poverty which the 

government has failed to address, the same government calls them 

scavengers. Now that is not a term one can use on human beings. This is 

why I say we do not have real Christianity. 

Further an interview with an official from the CCZ revealed the following: 

I want to believe that if the declaration will work, leaders in politics should 

lead by example. If you claim that this nation is a Christian nation, there is 



 

44 
 

need to see our political leaders both in government and opposition to 

practice genuine Christianity. They should not just talk loud about the 

declaration of Zambia being a Christian nation during campaigns. 

Otherwise people will be convinced that the “Christian slogan” is only for 

political expedience. No wander, the bible says you shall know them by 

their fruits. But this does not only apply to politicians, even to us church 

leaders, Pastors, Bishops and every one in that circle, we need to reflect 

true Christianity to the people. No matter how we preach, if we cannot live 

by example, no one will accept what we are trying to sell to them, and in 

this case it’s the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation. I have heard 

some people say it’s all about politics. 

 

A Clergy from one of the CCZ churches speaking on her own behalf was of the view that it is 

better to just forget about the declaration. In her own words she said: 

To begin with the issue of the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation 

for me is one that is neither here nor there. In the first place, I do not even 

understand what we mean when we say Zambia is a Christian nation. Ask 

yourself who is a Christian and how do you become a Christian? Are we 

saying that all of us have become Christians? Are we claiming that 

everyone should become a Christian? There are a number of questions that 

need to be addressed before we settle for the so called declaration. In my 

own opinion the remedy to the challenges of a Christian nation is just to 

drop it. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS 

5.0 Overview 

The preceding chapter presented the research findings. This chapter discusses the research 

findings guided by the specific objectives. The discussion is based on the data that was 

analysed using the thematic analysis. 

5.1 Whether the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation has contributed to peace 

and conflict resolution 

The study has shown that Most of the respondents who participated in this study are of the 

view that the declaration has contributed to peace and conflict resolution. For instance, 

official from SACCORD, the Patriotic Front, and the Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia 

(EFZ) all stated that the declaration has helped to preventing civil war in Zambia. An official 

from SACCORD attested to this fact when he stated: Zambia has never experienced civil war 

since its independence, and I believe this has been as a result of the declaration of Zambia as 

a Christian nation which has been a unifying factor. The declaration has helped to promote 

unity by making different tribes and political parties understand that we are all children of 

God and we don’t need to fight one another. The above claim was further amplified by an 

official from the PF who said: There is peace for a nation that is dedicated to God. You may 

have read in the Bible, blessed is the nation whose the Lord is God. When we surrender 

ourselves to God, He becomes more concerned about us because we are telling him that we 

are his people. And for me that is why peace in this nation has continued. 

The findings of the current study seem to be in line with the work of Mwanakatwe (1994) 

who argued that, in a Christian community, there is order to bring perfection on political 

field, for example by ensuring that there is justice. The study established that, the Church 

during the 2016 post-election period, maintained a non-violent position as a way of resolving 

political conflicts. This seems to be in agreement with the research done by Magasu (2016) 

who argued that, the process involved Church Mother bodies, Civil Society Organisation and 

the politicians. The Catholic Church, through the Episcopal Conference under the leadership 

of retired Archbishop of Lusaka Telesphore Mpundu, made it clear that violence is evil and 

should be shunned at all cost and demanded the peaceful release of one opposition political 

leader. This promoted dialogue as the way of archiving peace and conflict resolution among 
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the worrying parties. Such parties would come together and reach consensus favorable to 

both sides. Moreover, the church in the 2016 post period in Zambia employed 

complementary approach that involves different methods which target diverse aspects of 

human life to achieve a long lasting solution. 

This study demonstrated that, while other nations have had civil wars after their 

independence, Zambia has never experienced such unrest. Therefore, the researcher agrees 

that the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation may have enhanced her position as a 

beacon of peace in Africa. 

Zambia as a Christian nation dates way back during the first and second republic under the 

slogan of one Zambia – one nation under Kaunda regime. This slogan embedded one of the 

Christian ethos of love your neighbor as you love yourself. According to the views of an 

official from PF, president Chiluba was just implementing what the people of Zambia had 

always professed. Through such proclamation, Zambia has promoted peace at all levels of the 

community. To argue this he said: Dr Kaunda our founding father used to say, one Zambia 

one nation. This was a unifying motto the first President had for the republic of Zambia. He 

also used to quote the Bible by saying “love your neighbor as you love yourself’. All this for 

me was a foundation for the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation. In other words 

Zambians have always believed in the principles of Christianity. So, the declaration by the 

late president, only came to make official what Zambians have always believed. And believe 

me, this has helped to a great extent that we should not find ourselves in serious violence. 

Sometimes, even when others would have felt there was a cause to go to war, God has helped 

us. 

The perceived unity that appeared to bind the country together at independence in order to 

enable it to overcome the prevailing forces of colonialism was not Christianity or a common 

love for one another, but, rather, a common hatred of colonial domination and the imperial 

regime. Owing to such a consideration, I wish, in the current article, to define Zambia as a 

„proto nation‟ and an „imagined‟ community (Hosbawn, 1990). 

Freston (2001) also argues that the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation did not 

introduce new substantive laws or establish any church in Zambia. Further, Hendriks (2004) 

trace Christianity in Zambia to prior independence times as he argues, the issue of whether 

Zambia should be declared a Christian nation seems to be a non sequitur considering that the 

nation has been overrun by European missionary Christianity for many years since the 
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country came under British colonial rule. This seems to be in line with the ideologies of 

Kaunda for promoting a united Zambia with the qualities of peace.   The study has also 

established that the declaration has helped in promoting peaceful dialogue as attested by 

officials from CCZ, MMD, and TIZ. The three officials argued that with the coming of the 

declaration, there has never been a situation where politicians involved in conflict have failed 

to resolve their differences. In support of the above sentiment, the official from TIZ said: If 

my memory serves me right, there was time when there was tension between Former 

President Chiluba and the first republican President Dr Kaunda. Chiluba had decided to 

introduce the Parentage clause in the constitution to bur Dr Kaunda from re-contesting as a 

Presidential candidate in 1996. There was so much tension that the two didn’t have kind 

words for each other. It was during such moments that the church through Pastor Mumba 

then, brought the MMD vice President Gen Miyanda and Dr Kaunda to dialogue. We saw 

peace coming because of the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation. 

The MMD National Secretary Mr. Raphael Nakachinda on the 29th August 2018, on radio 

Phoenix mentioned that the position taken by the Church to spearhead the national dialogue 

process by themselves to the exclusion of other key stakeholders such as the Zambia Centre 

for Inter-Party Dialogue (ZCID) was worrying. What was particularly worrying was that the 

church seemed to be oblivious and insensitive to the challenges that have recently been faced 

to actualize this long awaited national dialogue. However in support of the church 

spearheading the dialogue process single handedly, Kabika (2017) commented, genuine 

national dialogue can only be spearheaded by the three Church Mother bodies to avoid 

political conflicts and interests. Impliedly ZCID never mentioned the declaration of Zambia 

as a Christian nation but rather the church. This is a very important point that this study 

brought to light which requires further investigation and analysis. The back and forth in this 

process was only eroding public confidence in the process and it was generally retrogressive. 

The position taken by the three Church mother bodies seemed to negate the strides that 

political parties had so far undertaken to achieve the much anticipated dialogue. 

The findings of the study seem to conform with Lusaka Times (2017) which presented that, 

the three church mother bodies namely; the Council of Churches in Zambia (CCZ), the 

Zambia Conference for the Catholic Bishops (ZCCB) and the Evangelical Fellowship in 

Zambia (EFZ) have demanded the release of UPND leader Hakainde Hichilema in 2017. The 

question that needed an answered is: Was the Church Mother bodies acting on the principles 
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of the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation so that they could contribution to peace and 

conflict resolutions? The answer is an obvious no. This is because the Zambia Conference for 

the Catholic Bishops (ZCCB) could not recognize the declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

nation. It could be true that whatever contribution they make in regard to peace and conflict 

resolution is based on the values which they have carried on from the first republic when the 

United National Independence Party (UNIP) was still in power. In other words, they believed 

that the declaration of Zambian changed nothing as the church remains the church with same 

biblical principles and with a responsibility to speak for the voiceless and the marginalized in 

society. Therefore, whatever contributions to peace and conflict resolution are made as a 

result of the church‟s‟ efforts based on Christian values and not as a result of the declaration 

of Zambia being a Christian nation. 

The study has also established that the Christian principles have helped the country to avoid 

some evil cultural practices which are not in tandem with our Christian values. This was 

recited when a member from EFZ argued that; you will recall that in February 2012, the late 

president Michael Chilufya Sata brought the Secretary General of United Nations Ban Ki-

moon come and influence Parliamentarians to adopt the bill of rights that should include gay 

rights. It was rejected by the Zambian people owing to the fact that we are a Christian 

nation. 

This plan by the late President Sata is also not in line with Biblical teachings. A Christian 

nation ought to uphold what the bible and God demands them to live like in order for them to 

live in peace. As a result, refraining from this practice helped to uphold our cultural practices 

also. It provides identity leading to deterrence. Those who call themselves Christians should 

not be involved in evil practices; hence the declaration has a greater role in helping people 

refrain for bad practices. Haynes (2009) seems to conform to the current study through his 

studies of conflict resolution and peace building, the role of religion in Mozambique, Nigeria 

and Cambodia. The study was based on confounding the expectations of securest, religions 

which had a strong perhaps growing significance as a key source of identity for millions of 

people especially in developing world. The study findings further reveal that there was no 

consensus on principles of implementing the declaration. For instance an official from EFZ 

claimed that; to begin with my friend, how someone can declare Christianity in a community 

like this one where we have a lot of denominations under the auspice of Christianity. Which 
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doctrine are we going to adopt to govern the nation bearing in mind that there are a number 

of denominations with unique doctrines. So, this is confusion I see in this declaration. 

An official from UPND also supported the assertions from the official from EFZ. He was of 

the view that the declaration has created more conflict - there is nothing tangible that can be 

seen in this so called declaration, instead it’s just a rhetorical political language for one to 

win support. There is now more confusion than ever before. People can be arrested and 

detained without consideration of human rights. We have a situation where Christians are 

now divided, Christians for Lungu and for Hichilema. Yet it’s the Christians that are 

supposed to bring us together. Other groups of Christians don’t seem to be accommodated by 

the declaration. One would usually tell when we have gatherings like the national day of 

prayer. You would agree with me that a certain fraction of Christians is often not part and 

parcel of the gatherings and they even go ahead to condemn those Christians that gather for 

prayers. 

It is important for national leaders to guard against the imposition of any particular religion 

on the entire society. The Republican constitution particularly should be a neutral document 

that does not discriminate against atheists or pagans, or those who believe in Islam, Judaism, 

Buddhism, Hinduism, or Jainism (Kyambalesa, 2010). In the long run, the Declaration was 

likely to make non-Christian citizens to feel that they were second-class citizens. Kyambalesa 

(2010) noted and argued that a feeling of religious superiority is likely to develop among 

Christians by virtue of their religion having been accorded constitutional status, which may 

lead to bigotry that would prompt them to view non-Christians as lost souls. This agrees with 

what one respondent from the CCZ mentioned; my thinking is that this issue would have been 

more successful, if we claim that it is successful, had there been consultations with the 

various stake holders and these are the church mother bodies, the political parties and all 

citizens from various walks of life. I cannot speak for others, but what I know is that CCZ was 

never consulted when this issue was thought about. Of course I have heard the argument that 

the church was there when the declaration was done. Well, am not sure, if those present were 

representing any church mother body. So if the mother bodies are saying we were never 

consulted, and almost all political parties have expressed similar sentiment, then you know 

there was no consultation from the beginning.  

Clearly, the Declaration was made without consideration of the dangers of dragging religion 

into politics. Religion is deadly if it is not handled with utmost caution. The precarious 
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problem that currently facing Algeria, Nigeria, the Sudan, Afghanistan and a host of other 

countries around the world which are caused by religious conflicts should serve as a clear 

warning to each and every peace-loving Zambian to refrain from creating a similar situation 

that would dog our beloved country in perpetuity (Kyambalesa, 2010). 

Zambia should not be blinded by having not experienced religious conflicts so far, but as the 

country‟s population and the membership of each religious denomination grows, people 

might be shortsighted and make no effort to forestall conflicts. Instead of wanting to make 

Zambia a religious nation, what Zambia needs is a spiritual state that genuinely recognizes 

and safeguards each and every individual‟s freedom of worship and the freedom to choose 

one‟s religion. At the same time, Zambia should actively discourage the foregoing in a 

deliberate effort to forestall the potential for disruption of public order and socio-economic 

activities by cliques of fanatics from any of our country‟s religious denominations. In 

agreement with the foregoing another respondent from the TIZ said; the main issue around 

the debate of the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation is about consultation. If people 

are not involved in a process and you expect them to respond positively, that is more like a 

joke. There was a problem at the very beginning. Stakeholders were not fully involved right 

from the beginning. The best the President would have done was even to allow the issue go 

through even a referendum. For us as Transparent International Zambia, we are not against 

the declaration but if there was further consultation on how best we could implement the 

declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation, we could gladly and honestly participate. 

Another aspect that proves lack of consultation when it comes to issue of religion and politics 

in Zambia, is when at a church gathering on 28th August, 2016, President Lungu publicly 

announced his government‟s plan to set up a government ministry termed „Ministry of 

Religious Affairs.‟ Despite reservations from some sections of society as to its significance in 

national affairs, the head of state went on to appoint a pastor, Godfridah Sumaili as its first 

Cabinet Minister. Today, the Zambian parliament has approved the creation of a Ministry of 

Guidance and Religious Affairs Ministry. This ministry has so far received mixed reactions 

from members of the public who perceive it as a ploy to „control‟ or regulate churches, which 

is a legal mandate of the Registrar of Societies where churches are registered under the law.  

With the foregoing, it may be interesting to state that politicians could try to do certain things 

to please a few who could be surrounding them but not make wide consultations on matters 

that affect the nation. 
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5.2 The relationship between the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation to 

peace and conflict resolution 

The findings of this study show that there is a closer link between the declaration of Zambia 

as a Christian Nation, and peace and conflict resolution. For instance an official from CCZ 

clearly stated that; the way conflict are resolved in the secular world, is the same principle 

used in Christianity. Scriptures emphasizes forgiveness if there is to be not only good 

working culture but acceptable relationship, people need to forgive one another. And I think 

this is important for the leaders and all those involved in politics in Zambia to understand, 

that this element is key for this nation to move forward. 

Further, an official from MMD also was in agreement with the about assertions. He argued 

that the declaration has set a standard for the people of Zambia and that this standard will 

help every Zambian to measure their actions whether they are right or wrong using this 

particular standard. In other words, if there was need to resolve conflict, there is already a set 

process for both parties. When pee are aggrieved of whatever problems or issues, when they 

sit down to discuss, there is already a reference point to the issue at hand. For instance one 

would say “but you know as a Christian you are supposed to love one another and forgive 

each other because that‟s a requirement for a child of God”. The same process will help those 

of us in politics, 

The above study findings conform to Mwanakatwe (1994:67) who argues that the effect of 

Christian order is to bring perfection on political order, for example by ensuring that there is 

justice in the political realm. Therefore religion provides guidance in political matters, 

especially where politics impinges upon justice, but the two realms should be kept distinct. 

Mumba (2012:12) agrees with Mwanakatwe (1994) and argued that in a democracy, citizens 

should be consulted and are required to participate in any major decisions. However, when he 

became president and declared Zambia to be a Christian nation, Chiluba failed to embrace 

democratic values that encourages public participation by his own citizens. Deception was his 

trade mark, this was because he failed to inform the nation about his intention to declare the 

country.  

Further, Christian principles demand that dispute be resolved outside court room. 

Conciliation is an alternative out-of-court dispute resolution instrument. Like mediation, 

conciliation is a voluntary, flexible, confidential, and interest based process. The parties seek 

to reach an amicable dispute settlement with the assistance of the conciliator, who acts as a 
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neutral third party (Masulirani, 2017). One of the respondents from MMD emphasised; if you 

are going to resolve conflict, there is already a set process for both parties and this is what 

the declaration has set. I do believe, that even in the church, it’s the same thing. When people 

are aggrieved of whatever problems or issues, when sat down to discuss, there is already a 

reference point to the issue at hand. The conciliator will be asked by the parties to provide 

them with a non-binding settlement proposal. This needs to be the role of the church in 

conflict resolution in Zambia and not siding with the government of the day. 

5.3 Challenges faced in the implementation of the declaration of Zambia as a Christian    

      nation to peace and conflict resolution 

Interviews with the various categories of participants revealed varied responses to this issue. 

The study established that, Christianity cannot be imposed on an individual, instead a person 

just needs flexible law to allow them find their religion of their own choice. Christianity is 

different from other religions. Christianity is not like other faiths or religions where one is 

told, you must follow what we all believe in, if you don‟t then you are not part of this family 

or community. Christianity is better preached by our actions and conduct. In 2018, a member 

from YALI stated; am grateful to God that I am a Christian and I do understand a few things 

about Christianity. I know that you cannot impose Christianity on anyone. Christianity is 

different from these other religions. From the beginning people need to accept Christ 

willingly if I may put it that way. 

In an event where a Christian fundamentalist accede to the high office of the President of the 

Republic of Zambia, the declaration could be used to impose Christian fundamentalist tenets 

and dogmas on all those living in Zambia. This seem to be in line with Noll (2000) who 

postulate that, such use would be unjust, for the practice of Christianity should not be 

imposed, but should be accepted willingly by those who desire to do so, on an individual 

basis, to profess their faith in Christ. So, Christianity must not be imposed. An Official from 

the CCZ also mentioned; in my view a declaration is like the common aspect in Christianity 

were people say,” I claim this or that”. That in itself will not translate into anything if no 

corresponding action is taken. Christianity is better preached by our actions and conduct and 

not declarations. 

The study has also established that the declaration had a faulty foundation in the sense that no 

research and proper consultation was done before effecting the declaration. One of the 

official from the CCZ emphasized that; had there been consultations with the various stake 
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holders and these are the church mother bodies, the political parties and all citizens from 

various walks of life, I do believe things would have been different. 

However, other participants see nothing wrong with the whole process of implementation of 

the declaration. Their views were that those who claim there was no consultation are not just 

serious with what they want. For instance an official from PF claimed; if there was no 

consultation, then Parliament would have revoked the declaration, so those claiming not to 

have been consulted are just after promoting religious monopoly that their agendas were not 

afore-fronted. 

In terms of the doctrines, the study unveiled the difference in application of the bible in the 

Christian nation due to diversity of religious doctrines. The church has failed to unite because 

there is no consensus on the interpretation of the Bible. This already has made the church 

divided and we cannot obviously speak with one voice. Other churches believe that just to 

sing the national anthem makes you a pagan. In other words, the declaration seem to have 

brought more division than was before. A member of the EFZ said; I want to believe the 

differences in doctrines is one of the issues that is problematic even within the church itself. 

We as the church have failed to unite because we can’t agree in terms of our interpretations 

of the Bible. Other churches believe that just to sing the national anthem makes you a pagan. 

Others believe that worshipping on a Sunday is wrong and makes you a pagan. Others refuse 

to be called Christians but would rather call themselves believers. How then can it be 

possible to implement the declaration with all these diverse understanding. 

One other important view which came out in the study was the challenge to implementing the 

declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation was the issue of differences in our agendas. 

Sometimes, true agendas are only discovered with time. The change of political system in the 

country also goes with the change of ideologies. At the time of the declaration, Chiluba might 

have had a different agenda from the understanding of everyone else since one can only tell 

the real intentions with time.  

5.4 Solutions to the challenges faced in the implementation of the declaration of    

      Zambia as a Christian nation to peace and conflict resolution 

In terms of the solution to the challenges faced bin the implementation of the declaration, the 

findings revealed that there was need for consultation and genuine Christianity, thus the study 

findings demonstrated that it is important to engage people in these areas. This seems similar 

to Henriot‟s (1998) argument that, Chiluba‟s autocratic style of leadership ensured that all of 
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the critical non-governmental voices within the Church and society were neutralized by 

intentionally preventing their leaders from being involved in constitutional debate on the 

declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation.  Mumba (2012) also seems to agree with this 

assertion as he argued that, when Chiluba became president, and declared Zambia to be a 

Christian nation, he failed to embrace democratic values that encourages public participation 

by his own citizens. People must be involved in a process, hence they respond positively to 

the whole process. Some of the challenges like, the Church Mother bodies not fully 

supporting certain religious polices, for example, the establishment of the Ministry National 

Guidance and Religious Affairs would have been avoided if there was consultation from the 

beginning of the declaration. Imposing Christianity in a heterogeneous society like Zambia 

becomes a challenge to those who do not believe in it. Consultation would have offered a best 

solution to such misunderstandings which arose. 

As regards genuine Christianity there is need for those in Political as well as Church 

leadership should be in the forefront to exhibit their Christian qualities, then others will 

follow their leaders. They should portray trust and honesty in whatever they say or do and not 

only for the purpose of wining support but should go beyond by imitating how Christians 

should live. In a Christian nation, we don‟t expect so many insults, fighting, adultery, 

character assassination, and many other evils that are happening in our country. Mumba 

(2012) postulates that when Chiluba became president, deception was his trademark, this was 

because he failed to inform the nation about his intention to declare the country a Christian 

nation. If we are to claim that we are a Christian nation, there is need to see our political 

leaders both in government and opposition to practice genuine Christianity. This emphasis 

came when a member from the CCZ acclaimed; they should not just talk loud about the 

declaration of Zambia being a Christian nation during campaigns. Otherwise people will be 

convinced that the “Christian slogan” is only for political expedience. Those who claim to be 

church leaders should reflect true Christianity to the people. This will help to spread the 

good news as well even without the declaration. 

The study established that, the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation has no impact on 

peace and conflict resolution in Zambia. That is why Michael Chilufya Sata stood by his 

bishops‟ position on the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation, in the study of 

(Cheyeka, 2016), that a nation is not Christian by declaration but by deeds. He also 

acknowledged the fact that while Christianity is the main religion in Zambia but the rights of 

those practicing other religions should be respected. During his campaigns for the 
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presidential seat, he never made the declaration a campaign issue. Even when he was asked if 

he would allow homosexuality in Zambia, he pointed to the Constitution rather than to the 

Christian nation factor, which alarmed some Pentecostals who accused him of planning to 

permit homosexuality if he became president. Clearly, the Christian nation rhetoric did not 

help Sata win the election, what actually made him do so was largely his populist stance 

(Cheyeka, 2016). Therefore, it becomes wrong to merely use the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation in politics. As a member from the CCZ has already pointed out, what matters 

is to live one‟s Christianity and not just proclaim that you are a Christian. A member from 

UPND questions why we have so much hatred and lack of forgiveness especially in the 

political circles in a Christian nation.   

 

However, some respondents who may not have represented any organisations felt the best 

way to go is to forget about the declaration and move on in the usual manner. A clergy man 

from CCZ stated; my friend this nation has moved on from 1964 to 1991 without the 

declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation. As a matter of fact we had more peace during 

that period than now. So much is happening in the name of Christianity but very opposite to 

the teaching of Christ. Further revelations came from a lay person from the United Church of 

Zambia who also was of the opinion that the declaration has not served its intended purpose 

and that the issue of Christian nation should be done away with; he claims that so much is 

happening in the name of Christianity but very opposite to the teaching Christ. The study 

therefore established that the best way to go is to abandon the issue of the declaration of 

Zambia as a Christian nation and stop putting the name of God into disrepute. The declaration 

of Zambia as a Christian nation is not serving any purpose apart from manipulation of votes 

during election periods. 

 

Such sentiments are in line with the former Archbishop of Lusaka, Telesphore Mpundu, in an 

interview with the television program, “Where God Weeps” (May 23, 2010). He said that as 

far as the official Catholic Church in Zambia is concerned, the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation was poorly done and ill advised. He argued that the constitutional rights of 

those who are not Christians are at a disadvantage. Thus he called the declaration “a useless 

declaration. It doesn‟t help anyone”. In similar manner, Henriot (1997) and Cheyeka (2002) 

dismissed the declaration as empty and without any theological support regarding what 

Zambia as a Christian Nation should be, which just brought useless controversy and would 
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encourage conflicts and preferential treatments. Chiluba with his Christian nation was 

unsuccessful in changing structures of injustices. 

The liberation theory is important in this research because it brings out the fact that there is 

need to have reconciliation to achieve the desired peace. Liberal theory explains that the 

church should help in building relationships between the leaders and citizens (Lederach 

1997). One way of building relationships is to promote peaceful dialogue which the Church 

and the ZCID are trying to achieve. In order to have proper reconciliation, there is need for 

the processes of Arbitration, Mediation and Negotiation to be implored in situations of 

conflicts….. 

One respondent from the opposition indicated that for a Christian nation to be a reality, there 

should be forgiveness among leaders of both political parties and those in government, even 

among tribes.  

Summary 

The chapter has discussed the research findings which seem to suggest that the declaration of 

Zambia as a Christian nation has no basis and may instead promote conflict if not properly 

handled. 

The next chapter provides a general overview of this study, conclusion, and recommendations 

drawn from the key findings of this study. The possible areas for further study are also 

provided in the ensuing chapter.  
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CHAPTER SIX 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

Overview 

The preceding chapter discussed the findings of the study findings. This chapter presents the 

conclusion and recommendations of the study. 

Conclusion 

This study sought to investigate the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation and how it 

serves to peace and conflict resolution. The study was guided by the liberal peace and the 

church-state theories.  

Related literatures were reviewed. In the literature, the study has discussed the concept and 

types of peace. The study presented forms of conflict and conflict resolution methods. The 

conflict resolution methods discussed includes: conciliation, mediation, negotiation, 

collaboration, arbitration and problems solving. The literature reviewed the qualities of a 

religious nation and Christian nation as for Zambia were discussed. 

The study presented in chapter three methodologies employed to collect the data. Being a 

qualitative research, case studies was used. Data collection was done through interviews and 

the analysis of the data was thematic data analysis. 

The study established that the declaration for Zambia‟s Christian nation have two different 

views of those who support it and those who oppose it. It was emphasized that a person 

should not impose the religion for another person. Also, the declaration has helped in the 

management of conflict and promotion of peace. In order to live according to the declaration, 

the study demonstrated that people should live according to Christian ethics. 

Recommendations 

1. Since the study has established the fact that the Church was not consulted nor heard 

when trying to establish the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation, it is 

recommended that the Church should be consulted whenever it comes to policies that 

hinge on religious matters.  

2. When it comes to the implementation of the declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

nation, there should be consensus among the Church mother bodies since there are 

several denominations in Zambia.  
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3. The law or constitution should be left unique as it is meant to protect all Zambians 

regardless of their religious or political inclinations, it should not be manipulated to 

promote religious differences. 

4. Agendas for politicians should be clear enough when doing their campaigns, they 

should not use the Church to propagate their personal interests. 

 

5.5 Recommendations for further studies 

Although some of the respondents could have mentioned that the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation may have contributed to peace and conflict resolution, the truth, basing on 

the study findings has established that the declaration was baseless, because it had no proper 

theological backing and the fact that there was no consultations with the stake holders make it 

luck the necessary support. Therefore, there is need to conduct another research in this area in 

order to address the unexplored areas like how far should the church go in terms of involving 

itself in politics and the definition of the phrase declaration of a nation a Christian nation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

59 
 

REFERENCES 

 

 Agbu, O., & Aiyede, R. (2006). Theories in conflict Management. Lagos, Nigeria: National  

Open University of Nigeria. 

 

Anyangwe, C. (2005).We should behave like Christians – Not Proclaim.  Lusaka: Ms  

ActionAid. 

 

Bhargava, R. (2011). States, Religious diversity and the crisis of Secularism. Delhi, India: 

CSDS. 

 

Bless, W. C & Achola, P.P (1988). Fundamentals of Social research Methods: An African 

Perspective. Lusaka: Government Printers. 

 

Brouneus, K. (2003). Reconciliation- Theory and Practice for Development Cooperation. 

Bjorn Holmberg: Sida. 

 

Bryman, A. (2008). Social Research Methods. UK: Oxford University Press. 

  

Cheyeka, A. M. (1998). The Proclamation of Zambia as a Christian Nation: The Islamic 

Dimension. African Christian Studies, 14(2), pp55-72,1998. 

 

Cheyeka, A. M. (2012). „A Layman‟s Appreciation of the Indigenous Roman Catholic 

Diocesan Priest in a „Church in Transition‟ in Zambia. Zango: Journal of 

Contemporary Issues, 29, pp. 17-32.2012. 

 

Cheyeka, A. M. (2014). The Politics and Christianity of Chilubaism in Zambia 1991-2011,

  Ndola, Zambia: Mission Press. 

 

Civil Society Election Coalition (CSEC) (2011). CSEC Report On Zambia’s 2011 Tripartite 

  Elections 20 September 2011.Lusaka, Zambia: C/O Caritas Zambia. 

 

Central Statistical Office (2010). Zambia Census of Population and Housing. National  

Analytical Report Volume 11. CSO Lusaka, Zambia: Government Printers. 



 

60 
 

 

Curtis, M. (2008).The Great Political Theories (V1), New York: Harper Perennial. 

 

Creswell, J. (2017). Educational Research: Planning, Conducting and Evaluating Qualitative 

and Quantitative research. New Jersey: Prentice Hall. 

 

Ellis, S. &TerHaar, G. (2004). Worlds of Power: Religious Thought and Political Practice in 

Africa. London: Hurst. 

 

Emilie M.,Susan D. H. & Ryan S. (2012). When Do Governments Resort to Election  

Violence: final version. San Diego: University of California. 

 

Freston, P. (2001). Evangelicals and Politics in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Cambridge:  

Cambridge University Press. 

 

Galtung, J. (1996). Positive and Negative Peace. New York: Columbia University. 

 

Gause, F.G.III (2014). Beyond Sectarianism: The New middle East cold war.  N.W  

Washington D.C, USA: Brookings Doha Center. 

 

Gahler, M. (2016). „Election Observation Delegation to the General Elections in Zambia (11  

August 2016)‟. EU Election Observation Mission Preliminary findings and 

conclusions. 

 

Ghosh, B. (2013). Scientific Methods and Social Research. International Journal of Bank  

Marketing Forth Revised13 (3), 319-340. 

 

Gifford, P. (1993). Christianity and Politics in Doe’s Liberia. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

 

Hastings, A. (1994). The Churches and Democracy Reviewing a Relationship. Leiden: E. J. 

Brill. 

Haynes, J. (2011). Religion, Politics& International relations: An Introduction. London: 

Routledge. 



 

61 
 

 

Herath, O. (2010). A Critical analysis of Positive and Negative peace. Sri Lanka: University 

of Kalaniya. 

 

Ibean, O. (2005).Oiling Violence: The Proliferation of Small Arms and light weapons in the 

Niger Delta. Abuja, Nigeria: Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. 

 

Ibbo, M. (1996).The Political Economy of Transition in Zimbabwe 1980-1986. Washington 

D.C: Brooking Institute. 

 

Ihunegbo, F. (2015). „The Church in Africa as an Agent of Social Transformation through  

Reconciliation, Justice and Peace in Light of the Second African Synod‟ A 

Thesis in Theology (Master‟s thesis). St Michael's College Toronto School of 

Theology, Toronto. 

 

Jenkins, P. (2011). The Next Christendom, the Coming of the Global Christianity (3rd). New 

York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Kyambalesa, H. (2015). „Zambia; Religion, Politics and the State‟.  Lusaka: Lusaka Times. 

 

Lederach, J.P.(1997). Building Peace Sustainable Reconciliation in Divided Societies.  

Washington: US Institute or Peace. 

 

Magasu, O. (2016). „An Evaluation of the Management of Electoral Conflicts in Zambia‟ A  

Thesis on Lusaka Conflict Management Committees. (Master‟s thesis in Civic 

Education). University of Zambia, Lusaka. 

 

Muwowo, S., & Buitendag, J. (2010) A Scriptural, Theological and historical analysis of the  

Concept of the Zambian Christian nationhood. HTS Teologiese 

Sudies/Theological studies 66(i), Art.#327, DOI:10.4102/hts.v66i 1 327. 

 

 

Mwanakatwe, J. (1994).End of Kaunda Era. Lusaka: Multimedia Publication. 

 



 

62 
 

Newman, J. (1991).On Religious Freedom. Ottawa: University of Ottawa. 

 

Odinga, O. (1967). Not yet Uhuru. Nairobi: Heinemann. 

 

Placher, W. (1983). A History of Christian Theology: An Introduction. Westminster John 

Knox, Introduces the development of Christian theology chronologically (as it 

developed through history from a Protestant perspective. 

 

Raleigh, N.C. (2005).Negotiation and Collaborative problem solving. USA: N C State 

University. 

 

Sakupapa, C.T. (2016). Prophets in the Zambian/ African Context: A Survey from the 

Ecumenical perspective. South Africa: Western Cape University. 

 

Southern African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (SACCORD) (2016).  

Preliminary Statement on the 11th August, 2016 General Election and 

Referendum on the Bill of Rights 19 August, 2016, Lusaka, Zambia.  

 

Storrs, A., & Storrs, J. (1995). Know your trees, some of the common trees found in Zambia. 

Nairobi: Regional Soil Conservation Unit. 

 

Temperman, J. (2010). State-Religion Relationships and Human Rights law. Rotterdam, 

Netherland: Bill Academic Publishers. 

 

Wafula, N.M. (2014). „The Role of the Church in Promoting Reconciliation in 2008-2013  

Post–Election Violence Kenya‟ A Thesis in International Studies (Master‟s 

thesis). University of Nairobi, Kenya. 

Wallensteen, P., & Axell, K. (1994). Conflict resolution and the end of the Cold War, 1989-     

93. UK: Oxford University Press.  

  

 

 

 

 



 

63 
 

APPENDICES 

APPENDIX 1:CONSENT FORM INFORMATION SHEET 

Investigator: 

Name :………………………………Occupation …………Contact ................................. 

You are being asked to be in a research study ofthe Declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

Nation and its Contribution to Peace and Conflict Resolution 

You were selected as a possible participant because you are in a prone conflict environment 

that requires your views on the Declaration of Zambia as a Christian Nation and its 

Contribution to Peace and Conflict Resolution.    I ask that you read this form and ask any 

question that you may have before agreeing to be in the study. 

Purpose of the study 

 

The purpose of the study is to achieve the following three specific objectives: 

i. To ascertain whether the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation has contributed 

to peace and conflict resolution. 

ii. To investigate the relationship between the declaration of Zambia as a Christian 

nation and the church in peace and conflict resolution. 

iii. To identify challenges faced in the implementation of the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation and its contributions to peace and conflict resolution. 

iv. Suggest solutions to the challenges faced in the implementation of the declaration 

Zambia as a Christian nation to peace and conflict resolution. 

 

Consent 

Your signature below indicates that you have decided to volunteer as a research participant 

for this study, and that you have read and understood the information provided above. You 

will be given a signed and a dated copy of this form to keep, along with any other printed 

materials deemed necessary by the investigator. 

 

Subject‟s name……………………………Subject‟s signature……….…date……  

Investigator‟s signature…………………..Date………… 



 

64 
 

APPENDIX 2: CONSENT: FOR THE CHURCH MOTHER BODIES 

Dear Respondent, 

 

I am a student at the University of Zambian and Zimbabwe Open University carrying out a 

research for partial fulfillment for the requirements of the award of Masters of Science in 

Peace and Conflict Resolution.  

 

I seek to get your opinion about the issue in question to facilitate the study. Your opinion will 

be highly confidential and specifically used for academic purposes. Your personal 

identification either by name or residential address will not be required. 

Please be assured that the information obtained from you will be treated with the utmost 

confidentiality. 

Your time and corporation will be appreciated. 
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APPENDIX 3: CONSENT: CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS 

Dear Respondent, 

I am a student at the University of Zambian and Zimbabwe Open University carrying out a 

research for partial fulfillment for the requirements of the award of Masters of Science in 

Peace and Conflict Resolution.  

 

I seek to get your opinion about the issue in question to facilitate the study. Your opinion will 

be highly confidential and specifically used for academic purposes. Your personal 

identification either by name or residential address will not be required. 

Please be assured that the information obtained from you will be treated with the utmost 

confidentiality. 

Your time and corporation will be appreciated. 
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APPENDIX 4: CONSENT: POLITICIANS 

Dear Respondent, 

 

I am a student at the University of Zambian and Zimbabwe Open University carrying out a 

research for partial fulfillment for the requirements of the award of Masters of Science in 

Peace and Conflict Resolution.  

 

I seek to get your opinion about the issue in question to facilitate the study. Your opinion will 

be highly confidential and specifically used for academic purposes. Your personal 

identification either by name or residential address will not be required. 

Please be assured that the information obtained from you will be treated with the utmost 

confidentiality. 

Your time and corporation will be appreciated. 
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RESEARCH INTERVIEW GUIDES 

1. How is the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation contributed to peace and 

conflict resolution? 

2. What is the relationship between the declaration of Zambia as a Christian nation to 

peace and conflict resolution? 

3. What challenges are faced in the implementation of the declaration of Zambia as a 

Christian nation in regard to peace and conflict resolution? 

4. What could be the solutions to the challenges faced in the implementation of the 

declaration Zambia as a Christian nation to peace and conflict resolution? 


