Codrington took up residence i tho newly foundoed conitol
ms Administrotor. Fort Yamoszon. renamed Chipato in 1947,
mlso  becams  the provincisl  headauasrters  as  woell  as
commercial centre of East Luanowa. Thus Chipata has boon

moomaddor administrative and oommerclial center from the

goerestis of colomial rule.

Im 1911 North-Eastern Rhodesia and North-Western
Bhodesia amaloamated to form Northern Rhodesia. The BSAC
rulled Northern Rhodesia until 1924 when it came under the
sovereignty of the British Government. Africans

won self government from the British government in 1944,

Asion traders storted immigrating into Chipabta around

1004, In the next two decades the Indian Quorter took

shape and Asions came to occupy a permansnt niche in the
. . 2 .

soonomy of the district asz traders. By the 1920z Asian

traders had spread to Lundazi and Petouke. Chipata has

khown the oldest settlement of Asion traders in Zambino

1.2 THE DISPLACEMENT OF PRE-CAPITALIST TRADE  AND
INDUSTRY

Trade and industry existed in Eastern Province
before the coloniszaiton of the mrew.g Localised trade
wing  conducted among ohhnic groups occupying differont
soological zones. The Cheawn of the plateau, where
ironm-amelting was practised, oxchanged items such as
twoes, axes, seeors and bracelets with fish causht by the

Kunda of the Valley in nearby rivers. This kind of trade

WIS essentially & aswbsidiary acornomic activity to



culltivation and hunting  for  the  pot. Smmll  soale
manfacturing  was undertaoa k en in iron-smelting,

cloth-weaving., orafts and pottery.

I the nineteenth century Eastern Province took
part in long distance trade through the Biszs and Chikunda
intermediaries. Ivory, slaves and &Qme’gold were oxchangscd
with imported goods  such as  cloth, beads and  some

fircarms. Even thoush this btraoade was spoecialised enoush
to give rise to @ social stratum of African middlemen
troders. 1t was not widespread encugh to  dinducs  the
transfornation of the consumption patterns of the entive
population i the  region. Instead it specifically

fforded the ruling closs access to imported luxury goods
through the barter svyshe The Ngoni pmbt civated in the

trade in slaoaves and ivory., albeit on @ small scale

Wiese., @ German merchant., settled in Meezeni’s territory

areourng 1892 for the purpose of conducting ivory trade for

the overseas market., Moszeni bhenefited from this trade
Like many African chiefs. Since the Ngoni thrived on

vpastoralism and raiding rather than on trading, they oid

. . . 5
mot alter the Indigenous system of trade and incduastry

HMowewver, the Ngoni plaved a progresasive roles in the areas

in the

extension of Naoni authority involved o

process - Mmeant to unite heterogenous ethnic communities

inte one political hegemony.

Pre-coacitalist  trade andg inchastry rachaml Ly




displaced by the capitalist commercial systenm whiich
artailed the marketing of factory produced goods amongst
Africans. By 1919 it became evident thot factory mode
moes had succeesded in supplanting indigenous martafactured
ames 2z the Adminstration was endeavouring to import
10,000 hoes for  the district to avert an  lmminent
famine’ which was anticipated to result from the acute
shortage of hosa.s ITmported cloth wasz alszo supplanting
the indigeous one. Africans were, in fact, incraasingly
mecoming dependent on imported hoes. cloth and enamelwars

vy the 1930s. To cater for the emerging African consumer

well @as encourage african taste for imported trade

goods. trading business penetrated Northern Bhodesia as

a whole in the 19205, In 1924 the Controller of Customs

oheserved that

there iz no doubt that in recent vears the
mative  indirectly, has been  taxed  through
sustoms @s hisz wants have increased. Cotton
wiece goods and Blankets account for titer
arcater of his wants., while chezme European
smlothing especianlly hats, are gradually

coapturing tastes.

Feur vesrs later Easztern Province dmported goods for
african trade valued at 37,494 vounds: from whiioh 4,719
. 8 . .
moeunds wasz raised as customs ravoemue, The capitalist
coammercinl system had greatly succeeded in displacing the

mre—-capitalist svstem in Northern Rhodssia as @ whicole by

e 19305 @5 the Seoretary for Native affairs obszorved i

1931:



Moy of the ancient  orbs and  orafts  of
the indigernous population hm«e bearn ousted by
inmported Europgan manufactures ancdd the 1o
articles now obtainable are more suitable for
preservation in a museum o sale as curios, than
for prezsent wbhilisation.. Thes hoeg, oaxe and
i fe formerly marnifactured b p o gl native
lacksmith are out of date. o cheaper and boetter
mreticle @ be prooured  from  oversess. The
making of pottery hos ceased 2z the enhamel opoil,
bmsin, cup and Jjug can be bhought very cheaply,
are not liable to break, are lightgr to carry

e most suitable for draving water.
HMenceforth the African bhecams dependent on the capitalist

commercial  system based on importsz mainly from Saouth
Africa, Britain, India and Japaon but orafts survived and
smeraed @s one of the Africen’ s cash sarners in Eastern

Provinece.,

1.3 ECONOMIC CHANGES IN EASTERN PROVINCE, 19001935

Eoonomic changes which occured in Eastern Province
in the period 19001925 greatly influenced the risze of the

Anian troding class in the district. Tobacoo farming and

migrant labour were the major economic activities on
which trading hinged. Prior to 1912, EBEuropcon and Asian

blsiness orew very slowly owing to the fact that sethler

mariculture had not vet become a profitable business
venture. Trading was undertakes by the generally
under-capitalised settler ms a source of capital to prop
wue  farming. Moreover the piloneer sethler maintained

stores in order to enable himself to pay his labourers in
ind since cash was then in limited supply. The Africon
market was too small to stimulate large scale growth in
trading since limited emplovment opportunities were

available locally for Africans. The Ewuropesan market was



mlso small as the settler community was very amamll and

the buving power of the average settler was stilll weak.

fetwesr 1912 and 1915 there occurred the first
tobaceco boom which created more trading opportunities. In
e abhasencs of commercially exwploitable mineral
resaurces, btheo BSAC ang Charterland hoad concentrated on
promoting tobacco farming because tobacco had found o
Lucrative market in South Africa and Britain, The United
Tobacoo Company of South Africa established itself in
Chipata around 1912 for the purpose of growing as well as
marketing tobacco. Tts svstem of paving farmers on the
=pot mcted ms a potent incentive to the settler farmer.
The tobaceo boom resulted in more local emplovment for
Africans on the tobacco farms. In turn, enlorged African
wage labour resulted in @ relative growth in African

trade.

The first World War creatod opportunities for
traders to make windfall gains  through  overpricing
African trade goods, even though it temporarily slowed
down  the development of  tobacco farming as  sehtlers
amlisted in the war., War-time profiteering was coreated
vy the shortage of goods which accompaoniesd the war asz it
was relatively difficult o procurs goods from oversoas
awing to the fact that production aond froight services
woere diverted to the sustenance of the war sffort. In

1917 the maglistrate of Chipata observed that



"srtores are making lorge profits and in addition to
e usual bonus one firm at least was able to
arant @ special borus to its emplovees. Prices
are far higher than are Justificd even by tq?
increased cost of freight on  imported goods.

Therefore, the war period was a trading boom for traders Wwho

could manage o procure goods.

This war olso incoreassd opportunities for Africans
to earn cash. Prior to the war, africans had begun Lo
se2ll foodstuffs such as ufa (mealie-meal) to settlers on
mo limited soale. For example, by 1914 J.C. Irnnes was

buying ufa and grain from Africans in Chipata and Petauke
o supply the Native Labour Buresu and oz ration for his
. 12 .

form labour. Charterland had begur to employ Africans

mae tenga-tanga (porters). In 1912 as many as 700 coulc

P

. 13 .
e emoloved in one month. The war increascd these
apportunities. The high demand for food during the war
= rations for the askari (soldiers) increased

- . . 14
opportunities of soarning cash by selling foodstuffs

The war also cremtod tenga-tenga cmployment
spportunities in  the army. Jokonvya notes  that  the

festimated number of the first line military porters in

Northern Rhodesio between 19146 and 1918 was 41,000, most
. 4 15

of whom omme from North-Eastern Rhodesia’ . In fact the

war plaved a role in encouraging the integration of the

African into the money ecconomy @z many  thousands of

sarriers emploved in connection with the East-African

camemnion wished after its completion to earn wages which

they had learned the value of as snabling them to mest



. 16 . . .
their wants’ . In the immediate ot W period

increasaed freight business. Irm 1920 5092 native carriers
ware  amploved carrying bales of tobacco o Blantvre
. s 17 . . . .
ramilromad’ . Tenga-tengs was also vital in freighting
trade goods and govertment reauisites from Brokern Hill
via Serenjs befores the introduction of motor transport.
FEmplovees earned five shillings aircl two shillings
, , 18
pasho (ration allowances] per month . The lavel of ternoo-
tenga emplovyment was dependent on the volume of tobaceo

sxports and imports of trade goods and government

reauisitios.

The rise of trading &nt&rmrigea in the post-war
period was sncouraged by the increased tempo in the
development of tobacco farming asz a result of the soldier
settleoment scheme which succeeded in inducing seventy-one
zetters bto establiszh farmsz in Eastern Province botween
1920 and 1922. At this tims tobacco farms wers

satablished by settlers solected on the basis of

posseassion of sutfficient capital consldering bt
Europeans who had enlisted in the war earned stibstantial
henefits in the form of salaries, pensions o
R , 20
compensation for damages during the war’. The second
tobaceo boom, 1922-1928, led to & tremendous increase in

tobaceo production, In 1924 Chipata produced 1.1 million

pounds of  flue-cured tobacco worthi@l,ooo. This was 60

-

21
percent of sgricultural products that vear’. The whole



orovince produced two and three-auarter million pounds of
tobaces in the 1926-27 season and there were about 161

. . , 22
farmers in the province. Thuis, the post-war tobacoco hoom

rise to a prosperous settler community and expanded

opportunities for Africans to ecarn cash as farm labour.
The snecond tobacceo boom stimualated the growth of
Furopearn and African trade in two major wavs. Firstly,
the average settler had increased his income considerably
ard was in @ position to spond @ lot more on purchasing
heavy stook and his necosszities from European stores than
previously . Secondly, the proszperous sebttler was able to

invest @m littles bit more in his farm store owing to the

wresence of a largs labouwr foroce. Additionally, Africens
23

(RE ald eginning to grow tobacco under the tenant system.
They weres also selling oggs, ohickens, tobocco baskets,

mice and maize to Europecans and Asians, Maize was bought

24

vy settlers as posho for farm labour. O the whole the

zecond tobaccoe boom was accompanied by growth of the money
sconomy in the province which, in turn, sncouraged the

rise. in trading.

The scocond tobacoco boom also effected a mnotable
improvement in the transeort syvstem of the asrea. Ar-ound
19200 Charterlaond purchased ox-—-wagons with & view to

phasing out tenga-tenga in response to the increamsing

,.

N ' . 25
tempo of economic changes at the end of the war. Two

vears later Charterlaond purchased twenty motor lorries to
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run daily betwesn Limbe and Dedza i Nymsolanad. At bthis

time hwenty T ive OX-WaEons Warmas aperating betwesn Chiopabs

Motor transeort was an established

For exanple. Ny msn Ehodesia

-a‘
*'T
]

f emtuire i

Transoort Company W% uncertak ing freaeiant

)

27

metwen Ghiioota and Nyasaland., The oconstruction of whab

ecnmse  kKnown 8 the Greost East Pond around 1928 and ths

feit Bridoe across bthe Luangwa in e eorly 19305 opened

wun regular motor transsort communication bestween Chipata

ama Lodsaka. AL D 1t FEastern Provines was linked up

toy Seuthern Africa andg the Cop arbell. Motor transport
workead to the advanbage of trading enterprises a5 bulk
trade goods could be froighted to Chipata by auicker and

more effecient means than tenga-tenon ared OX-Wanons.

arming. f ol gt

-+

“ince btrading thrived on tobhocoo

¥
-5

tobmcoo % Luime eaulting from e Laaa-33 mesoromi o
clepressior rouaht about o share decling in exoorts ana

imports for the OV RIGE . The valus of exmorts

Aropped from 700058 pounds dn 1929 to 4% . BEH2 pounds An

- 29 . . . . L
L2, The ecconomic depresszion ruined about ninety-five

ettt lers mnad only about fifty-Tour manassd o survive

29 )
shance, In tuarn trads

Larasly With  government @ssi

, a0
imeorts and oustoms revenus declined as follows.
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VALUE OF IMPORTS VALUE QF CUSTOMS
REVENUE
128 Q4. P79 11,058
1929 66, 704 &, 127

1930 46,729 &, 645
Despite the decline in trade imports, African trade
thrived fairly well owing to @ substontial influx of
Anabwe la (returning nigrants) bringing back home the
Littls money they had managed to save which they readily
spent ol paving tax and satisfyvineg the taste they had

moaquired for the factory produced consumer goods. Store

iy

situnted mlong the labour route especially benefited from
the money emanating from Southern Rhodesia with the
1 . . . .
Arnamnbhwela. in fact African business began its rise at
this time. The Anabwela were also bringing back home
capital which the most enterprising invested in small

trading enterprises. The proliferation in hawkers and

nd

e
Faad

village storess cates  that the most shterprising
Anabwels were venturing into African tracde in order to
aarn a living during the lean times. Qther business

ventures initiated by the Anabwela were bakeries,

batcherioes, restaurants. carpentry ot vegetbable
) . 3z . . . .
mardaning. Thuz migrant labouwr s @ major coconomidc

moetivity that influenced the development of trading in

Foastern Province.

11



- Y2 -

Migranmt labour was a source of cash to Africans in
Fmaterts Province from the carliest phase of colonial rule
i ough the deferred vy syshem anc remittaonces.
Africans were migrating to Southern African to seok wage
Labour orn the mines becouse mine employment was offering

migher wages in comparison to locamlly available  farm

33 . . R
amplovment . Those reoruited by the Rhodesia Native

Labour Bureau received port of their renuneration on

. 34
their return through the deferreosd pay system. Those

going by themselves could remit money throusgh the FPost
Dffice o@s sending money to thelr faomilies back home
bhecamne ar established practice among the migrant
wcrkerg,as Furthermors renewed ackbivity in  tobacco
farming at the end of the depression and the subseauent
tobaceo boom gave impetus to expanded trading in the
19305,

It should bs noted that underdevelopnent analysts
smphasise tive role of migrant labour in the
impoverishment of Eastern Province but  overlook Lhot
money  in the hands of Anabwela ard the knowledgs thevy
CrEAmC to COHBHEES about the incdustrial wor-ld N
fundamental  inm paving the way for the omorgenco of

. . . , 36
African business in the orovinaoce.

1.4 THE DEVELOPMENT OF EUROPEAN BUSINESS IN CHIPATA,
19001935

Furopean business was prodominant  in African and

Furopean trade up to the economic depression of 1929-1933



whern Asian business ascended to predominance in African

trace. in this section, I will examine the development

of European business in Chipata between 1900 and 1925 in

order to provide the fromeworik for the study of the

rise of Asisan business and the Asian trading oclass. I
Wwill demonstrate that Europoan business dominated trading

)

smetivities in Chipata until  Asian pusiness gained an

upperhand in African trade imn the 1930s.

There were thres forms of trading enteroriszes  in

Furopean business namely ., the limited COMBRNY 4
partnership and the sole enterprise. Trading firms
ariginated from the metropoles bt partnership
arteror were established by settlers within Chipata.
“nle enterprises were founded by individual settlers who

man farm  stores or/and  undsrtook large-scale trading.
All three forms of enterprises weroe irnvolved in Europaan

aad African hrade.

Mandals was bhe ploncering trading firm i the
district ms it started trading there as ecarly asz 1900.

Mondala also pioneered tenga-tenga freight sorvices by

transporting goods from Nehota-kobto in Ny msaland and Tete
ivm Mozambiaue to North-Emstern Rhodesia and North-Western

. 37 . .
Rhodesia. By 1912 Mandala had established storos in

FPetauke and Lundaz It was alszo involved in

trade snd banking in addition to dealing in arms arnc

- 38
ammunition. Lorg befos 1920, Mandala was trading in



e entire province.

In addition o Moandala, Charter land. Northern
fhodesia Trading Company, Lapats Syndicate  ang Kabula
Stores eostablizhed themselves in Chipata, In 1910
Charterlaond, which had been preocoupiced with prospecting

for minerals, diversified its commarcial interests Lo
farmning and trading. By 1916 it was selling armns and

- - . ) 39

ammunition. It was alszo involved in wholesals trade.
Four vears later it was dealing in liauor for which a
. ) 40 .
separate licence wasz roeaudired. Kapata syndicoate mnd
Kubula Stores were shngaged in general troding and the
sale of liauor. Other trading companies were J.H.
- . . 41

Highfiecld and Company and Ludwig Deuss @nicd Company.

All these trading companics were part and parcel of the
mrrocess of integrating the African into the money

sconomy in the early phase of colonial rule.

L.eading partnershie in Chipata were Thom and
Sohinard as well as Food and Hayvter. Both were genersl
demlers.  ‘Additionally the former was an hotelier and

. 42 . . .
muctionecer., Partnerashics participated in both Europeon

and African trade.

The sole esnterprises was typically set wup by @
settler az a farm store. In faoact trading wasz an
integral aspect of commercial farming to the settler os

labour was generally paid in trade goods prior to



e first tobacco boom. Jornston’ s  observation as
regards the importance of trading to the pilonsor settler

inm Nyasaland Wwas true £ o their counterparts in

North~-Eastern Rhodesiao. Thus

ariginally when there was little or no cash in
e country every planter had likewise to be @
o otrader on @ small soole as  labourers were
pmid in trade goods, and all food he bought
from t#g% natives was purchased in the same
manneer.

The under cabitalised settler in particular wundertook
trading to ralse income vital to his existence and
. 44 R
development of his farm. However, @ foew settlsrs in
nossession of sufficlient capital were able Lo trade on o
Large aeale by establishing b network o f stores.
Prominent entrepreoneurs in Chipata were T.A. Paolucci. G.
Camnpbell, H.G. Purchase, J.A. Seymour, F.M. Kennedy, R.M.

Gireer and J.C. Innes.

Trnes aucceeded in establishing o network of stores
. . R 45
irn the hinterlonds of Chipata and Petouke by 1912, He
hvielad o import licence to  buy goods straight from
suppliers to cater for his network of stores. He was
also @ broker and an auctioncer. However, around 1927 he
sold hiis Indian Quarter Stores to McKay for reasons which

46 .

are not  clearly known. It is likely that Asian

competition was having its toll on the performonce of his

Irndian Quarter Stores.

3

Mokay, described as general merchant, auctioncer,

g

clearing and forwvarding agent and transport contractor in



47 . . \ .
12?7, fell into financial distress by 19230 asz o result

of the economic depression as well as Aszsian compotition
i he was  oautioned by the District Commissionsr o
48

settle 54 pounds and 2 shillings in rental asrrears.

Tihe following vear he szold off hisz Indian Quarter Stores

since  he was unable to outlive the depression as @
tracder. This act moarked the collapse of  Europeon

»

business in the Indian Quarter and the genesis  of

monopoly of the Indian Quarter by Asian business.

o the whole EBuropean business in Africon ftrode

collapsed @ms @ result of the esconomic depression. It

ecame @ common occurrence for Europemn bradors o fall

into debt with the aAsiarn trader. For example in 1929
Coarr was sued by Mahamed Khamiza o recover 40 pounds 3
szhillings and 2 pences; in 1932 G.R. Jeffrovy was sucd by

.M. Sundl over 10 pounds andg 10 shdllings and ALJ.P.

Friowles over 30 pounds andgd 10 shillings. Debts oz

small as 10 pounds erove that Buropeans had fallen into

. . . . . . 50
Adire fimancial distress during the depression. The
Furopean trading company was alszo adversely affected by
the depression. I 19¢35 the DO, Chipats observed that
"Charter land which formely Fos T} numberless stores
) . .5 51
throughout the province, has now closed nearly all’. Inm

the succeeding VeSS p e T European trading company
confined itself to  BEuropceon  trade  and  the settler
confined himself to farm stores, European business in
Atrican trade declined ang Azian business gained an

veperhand in African trade inspite of the depression. I
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will examime why asian business survived the depiress ian

pelow (pp. 46-483),

1.6 ORGANISATION OF EUROPEAN BUSINESS

The Furopean trading firm was run on bureaucratic
lines with 1ts headguarters in London and sub-headquarters
in eitner Blantyre or Chipata. For example., the head
affices of Kubula and Mandala were in Londorm anrnd Glasgow
respectively and their sub-headquarters in Blantyre. From
Blarmtvre they established extensive trading netwarks  in

) ’ . 52
Nyasaland and North-Eastern Rhodesia. A branch manager

responsible for the management of stores in North-~Eastern

Rhodesia resided in Chipata. European sUpervisors
regularly visited African stores marned by African
shop-~assistants krown as Capltaos for stock~-taking.

Furopean stores we e manned exclusively by Furopean

capltaos.

The partnership firm and the sole trader relied mainly

e African caplitaos. Innes employed African and Ssian
capitaos as well as a Furopean supervisor. In fact the

partrnership enterprise and the sole enterprise concentrated
arn African trade which was more profitable than European

trade as will be demonstrated pelow (pp. 18-20).

Due to high freight charges and the precarious mode of

freighting goods from Tete +o Chipata, wholesale trade
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wing easentially a domain of the trading firms since they
commanded o large capital outlay to inport goods in bulk
and meet high freight charges. Until the introduction of

motor transport in the 1920z, goods were freighted by

tenga-tenga or ox-wagon over @ one Wy trip distance of

" . 54
D25 miles. However, wholesmle trade was commeraoi imily
viable owing to @ proliferation of farm stores run Y

#Zethlers who could ill-mfford to import Goods for their

The European trading firm also undertook retalling

in Eurosean and  Africosnm troade. African trade was
senerally more profitable thon European trade for W
major reasons. Firstly, prior to the 19203 the European

market was  very Limited owing to @ small Europesn
mopulation. For example, in 1914 there were orly 143
furoveans in the district and around 1918 the population

55 .
wnd grown to 158, Howaever, in the 19205, the Europenn

market oxponded considerably @z the Europenn population

increased to 405 by 1927, But the depression caused =
. . 56
decline in the European populotion to 225 hy 1920,

furthermore extended credits to settlers particularly in

the earliest period contributed to  law turnover in

... 57 .
Europsan trade ., In African trode turnover W%
ralatively high owing to the fact that popular line goods

are so0ld on cash basis in a relastively bigger
58 . x .
market Around 1910, for exanple, Mandals’a store in

Chipato. John Bull, was earning a monthly turnover of 50



mednals from o monthily stock of 150 oounds.

Somoonaly . Mo turnover in African tiracie W%

1 coentres of

oo
-1

By runming a network of  storoes
Fiigh concentration of population in the province. The
trading firvm enjoved the advantage of economiecs of soale

)

an it imported trade goods din bulk  for

shores. Furthasrnors, oduaring the war and the  immediate

maoat-war  period traders were co-operating in keoping

wrices of European and Africon goods uniformly bigb ddue

60
o shortagse of trade gsoods.

Tiiraly . overhesad sxpenses and capital oxpeonditurs
ware  lower irn African trade thon BEuropcan trade largely
Lecomdse African capitaos ere remunerated less than their

¥
Furopean counterports., In 1921 the Deputy Administrator
”h»QPV“< that African capltaocs e in MmEary CEBOS
underpaid and conseauently ars apt to supplement  their

b1 .
small poay by underhand meons’ The assistant

Acivizer mhad mads @ similar obse mbtion im 1913, Thie

Licencs feo for o hinterland store was 2 pounds compared

. . 63
e 10 oS for shores within T Townshio.,
Hintearland stores were constructed of pole amd dagen on
Ml femore plots leased at 10 shillings per month wup to
19217 when the leoaso ee Was ralsed Lo one pound  por
64 .
mortity ., Moreover., half-acre plots in the Indiosn Quarter

ware meing sold at 35 pounds whioress bamlfe-acre plots in

e Eurosean Quarter were being sold ot 52 pounds. The



value of property erected on o single plot in the Indian
ouarter foll below 500 pounds but had o bhe above 500
65
pounds  Iin the European Quarter. An @ result of the
foreagoing factors FEuropsan particivation in African trade
developed substantimlly betweem the first tobacco boom
and the sconomic depression  of 192919323, Hoaving
syamined  the features of BEuropesn business 1T will now

syamine the develooment of Asian business: and the Asian

trading class in Chipata.

1.6 BACKGROUND TO ASTAN SETTLEMENT IN CHIPATA,

19041905,

ITr this section I will demonstrate that settlers
and Mandala strongly opposed the initial settloment of
Asnion traders in the district primarily because thevy
feared that Aszian competibion in African trade would be
taarmtul to the development of Eurocpeon business. I araue
that racism became embedded in settler rationaliszation of
their opposzition to Andian competition boecoause  the
incoming rivals weres ethrnically and culturally distinoet
from European sebtbtlers.

Te initial settlement of Aszian traders in Chipata
WS initiated by Codrington, the Administrator of
North-Eastern Rhodesia, in 1905, Codrington was largely
adopting Johnston’ s Nyasaland Asian poli of utilising

Anian  traders as intermediaries betwzen the Europeon
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. . . 66
treacting firm and the Africorn consumer Jobrmstorn held

the visecw that sottlers should comcentrate om farming
mathier than trading which wouwld be the domain of the

Evrcesan trading firm and the Asian traders

It apposaors to me that as time goss on the
Europsan trading community will be limited to
smelovess of twe or three trading companies
commanding considerable capital. ot to @
mumbaers of British Incdians who will not in any
wiamy conflioct with the commerce of the Europson
firms and agencies. The remaindor of BEuropsoan
zettlers will be rather planters thmm traders,
disposing likewise of their produce to  the
:wmmﬂrﬂ%gl companies in British Central
Sfrico.

e to NortheEostoern Rhodesio” 30 admin i strative  and
soonomic attachnent to Nyvasaland before 1911 as all as
geogranhicnl proximity, Codrington roeplicated tie
MNvosolond Asimn polioy in North-Eastorn Rhodesia.
Codrington himself gtle! work el in e Ny asolana
Acminstration before becoming Administrator of

. 68
NMorth-Eoastern Bhodesin . In fmot: Johnaton it Ton

Codrington were operating within the existing framework

o f wutilising Huaman e aourGe s 1 om Indin in the

. 69
colonisation process of Africsm.

=t ler oppositio o settlement of Ag

. hraders
in Chipata omerged in 1904 agoinst the first two Asian
traders,  aAbdulah Tzmail of Blantyre ond Qzmon Sani  of
. B 70

Nikota-Kota. It appeors that these two traders aroused
settler hostility bhecause they ere offering European

traders stiff competition owing to Asianm business methods




af underasclling competitors and giving mbasela to win the
goodwill of their cuﬁtom@rg,Ti As o result of BEuropson
hostility they folded up their business in Chipata and
returned  to  Nyaszaland the  same  yeor. Seecing that
settlers were hindering the establishment  of Asian
Business., the following year Codrington promulgated o
wolicy designed to lure Asian traders from Nyaszaland to
settle in Chipata in order that they should play a role
in  integrating Africans into the money sconomy by
myternding African trade into the hinterlands of  the
territory. Therefore the administration estoblished o
trading zone for African trade designated the Indian
ouarter and Asion traders began to trickle into Chipata
in response to Cordrington’s Asian bo;icv,

Renewsd settlement of Asian traders in Chipata in
190% was strongly opposed by smettlers and Mandala. It

galvanised them into associating wpolitically in order to

sxert pressure on the Administration o that it could
rescind  Codrington’s aAszian policov. In early June,

Kisson, Assnisztant Manager of Marnclal o, Sehinard =l

Paolucci both farmer traders, authored a petition to the
Administrator oz representatives of EBEurcpean business

which contained three major grxﬂnﬂncca.7z Firstly, they
complained that settlement of  Aszion  traders in the
territory would deter the prospective settler who was
vital to the sconomic development in the aren as trading

WS @ nocessary aspect of farming to the pilonceor settler.



-2 -

“econdly, they feared that Asian comnpetition would be
marmful to European business in view of the prevailling
seonomic depression. They msserted that “it iz well
kwrown that the Asisn trader does nothing towards the
development of & country. hisz ocode of commercial conduct
im not of @ very high type, and we are satisfiszd the
' 73
esult will be to drive out the Europenn traders

Thirdly, they complained that Aszisn competition wod ) ol

lead o the collapse of the BEuropean trading firm because
Furopean trade by itself was nobt an economically wviable

venture, To forecatall Asian competition, they implored

2

the Administration to  prosceribe  Aszsian impigration  into

74
Morth-Eastern Rhodesia. The farmers Association added

that  Asian competition was wundersirable owing to the
Limitedamount of money spent by the Administration and

75 .
settlers in the aren. In reply the Acting
Acministrator, Justice Bomufort, argusd that Anian
comnpetition in African trade was desirable because it
wollld enhimnce the development of African trade whether

European business would be undermined or not:

1t it (Asian competition] should have the
unfortunate effoct of damaging Elropean
traders it iz o circumstance which con only
e deplored os irremediable s0 long as
FAWY el wle Ll gl will raot make more Jtrog%ou
=fforts to cultivate them (native wantsl.

In view of the unfavourable response from the the
Aciministration, the settlers appealed to the BSAC Boord
af Directors in London which upheld Codrington’s Asiaon

policy on the grounds that the European trading firm



would benefit from the preszence of Asian traders as was
already the case in Nyasaland as well as Portuguese East
erica.77 To the Board its regional and territorial
interests were paramount over the sectional interests of
settlers in Chipata. The BSAC's overriding interests lay
in the hastened development of African trade so as to induce
Africans to earn money to pay tax and purchase consumer
goods by selling their labour or indigenous products.
Therefore, inspite of opposition from the settlers and a
representative of European trading firms, the BSAC

sanctioned Asian settlement in Chipata.

Three major conclusion can be drawn from the
controversy over the settlement of Asian traders in
North-East Rhodesia. Firstly, settlers feared Azian
competition because they knew that Asian traders would
succeed in underselling European business in African trade
by operating at lower costs than the European because 4sian
traders were very capable of maintaining a relatively low
standard of living. However, this fear was intertwined
Qith racism since the incoming rivals were distinct by
colour, ethnicity as well as occupation. Secondly, to the
BSAC Administration Asian traders would contribute to
ecornomic and social change in the territory by enlarging

demand as well as satisfying consumer needs
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mnmong the Africans whii ek, in T, wottlal hasten
integration of the Africarn into the money ooonomy.

Thirdly, the fear of Asian competition influenced the rise
wt settler politics in the areo to safeguard their
moectional interests as opposed to  those of Asian
business. In view of this conflict o% interests the BSAC

mcted @s o agent of sectional reconciliation in its

campacity as the overall political authority.

In the emergent political sconomy Africans were
the people  from whom labour could be obtained to work
the farms and the mines in addition to being o market for
imported consumer goods. Asians became o link for the
African in  the import trade and ‘comm@rciml farming
remained the domain of settlers. In the final analvsis.
Codrington’s Aszian policy contributed to the shaping
e of @ racially stratified society in which the racial

factor assumed an economic dimension.

1.7 THE RISE OF THE ASIAN TRADING CLASS, 19051935

In this section I will examine the risze of the Asie
trading class in Chipata, 1 will demonstrate that the
Aszian trading class in the district had emergsd by 1930,

I argue that ths tobacco booms, the First World War,
migrant labour and the uniaue ability of Aszisn busincess
o suwrvive the ecoonomic depression of 19291933 all goove

impetus to the rise of the asian trading class.
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Asian traders began to settle in Chipata under the
meagis of the administration in 1905, Among the pioneers
of Asian business were the Khamisa brothers. Osman and

) 78 .
Mamhomed @ well as Osman Adam. Qaman Adam established
stores in Chipata as an extension of his RBlantyre firm.
Asian emplovees manned his trading enterprize in Chipsta
whereas the Khamisza brothers peorsonamlly manned their
anterprise as they were domiciled in Chipatea. By 1908
aman Adam had built bthres stores in the Irndian Quarter
ard the  following veasr his Aszian emplovees numberod

79 .

WAV ETT. The Khamnisos had emploved one Asian and several
- . ¥ F BO Py
Africans. desigonated storebovs., . The practice of

omploving Africans to perform meniol tasks as " storebovs’

and Asians as Shop-Assistants became established in the

By 1912 Osman Adam had established five ztores and
the Khamisas thiree within the Indian Quarter. Three
vaears  later  the Khamisas  increased  their stores  to
five, Their Asian emplovees increased to four and
mman Adam’s to elﬁvem,az Inm fact Osman Adam’s empblovees
made up the larger portion of the tiny Asian populstion
erior to 1920, For examplse the 1914 Aszian population of
btwenty-one was composed of nirncteen emplovees of whom
wleven worksd for Qasman Adam. four for Hoassam Khamisa,

- 83
three for J.C. Inmmes and one for Charterlond. In

acddition to traders and shop-assistants, two barbers and
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two  tailors immigrated into Chipata between 1808 and
1911. %

Around 1812 Osman Adam and the Khamisas diversified
into wholesale trade by catering for European traders and
African traders as a result of a tradipg boom created by
the first tobacco boo,m.B5 Between 1911 and 1816 the first
Africarn traders, the Mattaka brothers, of Nyasaland origin,
were running three stores, two in the Indian Quarter and
one in Kambwiri's villag&.ee Asian wholezale trade was
further boosted by the proliferation in village stores in
the 13830s. European traders emerged as major customers of
the Asian wholesaler during the first tobacco boom. In
1914 the Manager of Charterland observed that “many of the
Furopeans are already trading with the Indian firm and are
glad to do so‘,87 At this stage filerce economic rivalry
had given way to the mutual co-existence the RBSAC bhad
envisaged considering that the Europear trading Ffirm
preferred to trade with the Asian who was a cash buyer
rather +than the undercapitalised European trader.ea It
must he emphasised that the piconeer Asian trader had
sufficient capital at hiz disposal because he was an
established merchant in Nyasaland expanding into Chipata
and not a penniless immigrant. The European trader
preferred the Asian wholesaler to the European trading firm
mainly because the Asian offered him credit terms of trade
whereas the Furopean trading firm did not generally offer

credit. Consequently, it was a common occurrence



for the ailing Eurcopeon traders o accerue debts with

Anian traders. For examnple in 1913 Osman Khamisa sued B,
HMoselton to recover 10 pounds plus 12 percent interest
and  Osman Adam sued ALTavlior to recover 41 pounds =

. . 89 .
=hillings and & pencs. The Asian trader was generally
determined to recover every single penny  due o the
limited market inspite of the tobacco boom. The second

tabacos boom gave rise to more stores which boosted Asion

wholesale btrade in the 1920s.

Te First World War creoted a trading bhoom period
which enhanced the growbth of the Asian trading class. Thver

Khamisas were able to increase their stores from five in

1915 to seven in 1919. Asiarn stores increased from cight
in 1912 to eleven in 1919. At this time six Europsesoan

traders owned thirteen native stores, Mandala owned two
‘ 90 N . .

ad Charterland owned ton. The Asianm population in the

district increased from seventesn in 1911 to 21 in 1914
. 91 .

A to 28 in 1921. Nevertheless, aAsians were a biny

minority inm comparison to the numerically and politically

stronger  EBEuropsan  community. For exampls the le2z

Furopean population of 139 men, 59 women and 57 ohildren

wis far bhigaer than the exclusively male Aszian population
92 . -

af about 28. Even though Osman Adam closed his Chipata

amterpriszse, @ few more Asian traders immigrated into

Chipatma in the 19203 as & result of the post-war trading
93 . .
yom. Incoming traders swuch @z KOMLOB. Kadri of

Lilongwe were traoding as H.A., Hussein and Company  in
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rented premises around 1920, Later Walli Mohamsd Adam,
M. Hamir, 0.H. Sundi and Hussemia Kadrid came to settls in

y 2 95
Chipatsa as traders.

Irepite of the economic depression in the late
19205 Aszisan businessz oxperienced expansion in two major
WY B . Firstly, Asian traders penstrated Lundazi and
FPetouke, Betweer 1927 and 1935 H.M. Kadri, W.M. Adam..
M. Hoamir and O.H. Sundil established stores in Lundazi
villages suich as Mlindana, Kosakwanda, Kawinga arcl

96 . . :
Mhuzi. In fact Sundi emerged as the leading trader in
the expansion of Asian business into the outlving arcas
of Lundazi. Quman Haszsam Dodia and Haszoam Avub were the
forerurmers in the penetration of the Petauks area as

. 97 .

they had two stores each in Petauke by 1928, Dodia had

. s 98
sotablished another store near Luangwa bridege by 1931 .
Thus, Asian traders had established themselves in bhe

province as a whole by the early 1930s5.

Becondly., expansion  occurred within the Indion
oumrter in the township at three levels. Firstly. cach
af  the leading traders set about ascauiring new plobts
Wwithin the Indian Guarter. Az o result there was o
soramble for plots among Aslans traders. Hussesmia, Sundil
md Walli Adan embarked on acauiring plots to enlarge
) . . 99 . .
their enterporises . The aim was o acauire adioining

premises available as half-acre plots in arder to set up

bhigger trading oremises or @ chain of stores. Seocondly,
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e scramble for plots was oncouraged by the spelit up of
the Khamisa enterprisze into two separate entities around
L9230, After this selit wwe  Thrahim Khamisa, Hoassom
Khamiza’s son. established an enterprise called B Bam
rothers ond embarked on acauiring new plots. Ibhrahim
mnd his two brothers had inherited @h@ir father’ s share
i the Khamisa oentererisze on his death in 1925}00
Thirdly, other Asian traders resorted to operating from
rented premises or buving trading premises from collapsing

Flropesn traders. For example, Ibrahim Haji Kassam and

Abba Mohamed were renting premiscs from Mokay who 3

undergoing financial distress. L.ater they were abls to
iy these premises when Mockay sold of f hiszs Indion auarter

oroperty. This expansion which took place at o btime whan

Furopean business inm African trmcie WG collapsing

propelled Aziansg business into o vposzition of dominance in

African trade by the carly 129305, The Asian populotion

Fand grown  to 31, consisting 26 men, two women and threo
. 101 3 . .

il ldren., Therefore, expansion of Asian bbusziness

srhanced  the establishment of the Asian trading class in

Chipata  and Eastern Province as & whole. I will
demonstrate why Azian business was able to outlive the
meonomic depression below(po. H6— #9 )

1.8 FACTORS THAT INFLUENCED THE RISE OF THE ASIAN

TRADING CLASS: 1912-1935.

The rise of the Asion trading clomss to o position



af  predominance  in Africsn  trade by  the 19305 was
influenced by sconamic activities which occurred in the
aren betweer 1912 and 1935 notwithstanding the economic
cdepreossion. A demonstrated abhove o (.- ),
tobacecos booms greatly enhanced the risze of Asian business
@ms well as the simn trading olass in Chivata bhooause
rrading was heavily dependent on the wviability of
comnmercial farming. The first World War also influenced
the rise of Asian business. Cash in the hands of
Africans and the shortage of goods during the war oreated
favorable conditions for profiteering which Wi S
sapecinlly rife among Aszion  traders. In 1918, the
Magistrate, Chipata, ahserved that A 5 dlanms were
mrofiteering in native goods, partigulﬁnrlv hoesz  whilch
were  in short supply but on very high  demand by the
Africons. They were selling hoes and blonkets at 10
zhillings and € pence and 4 shillings and & pencs cach
102

respectively. In fact the Magistrates threatened he

would recommend that Asziaons should not be given any more

Licencos Tunless they oo Lo charge reassonatle
. 103 . .
prlces . Ty try mnd curb marketeesring in hoes, the

Adminmatration oppointed Mandala and J.C. Innes as its

agents to sell the hoes at 3 shillings and 2 pence cach,

- . . . 104
2 mence being commizsion on gach hoo. Nevertheloss
profite e ring in hoes continued into the immediate

post-war  period. I 1920 the Native Commissioner,
Lundazi observed that Africans themse lves W e

profiteering in hoos irnspite of the admninistrative
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mwmdurﬁﬂ}OS Th & e trmcter particularly ook
mdvantags of the shortage of goods to earn hdah profits
or native goods he mananasd O procure, Ao o rosullt the

Mihvamisns managed to  inors their stores from five in

1915 to six irn 1919 andgd to eight in 1922, Thsrafore

e post-war  tobaceos  boom  found  Asion busins

strong position as result of the war time btrading boom.

Timoproved communication by motor transport between
Chiponts oang Nyasalond oz well as between Chipots and

Lusaka gave further impetus bo the rise of ths Asion

trading ol as  Asion troders began to raly on motor

troanseort to freioht bulky trade goods from Nyasaland and

Southern Bhodassin. Araund 1924 asian traoders were bhidring
MNyasn Rhodesia Transport Company to freight trade goods
. . 107 . X

into Chivata. Praminent  btraders  such as Sundil who
mwned @ lorry were utilising mobtor transport bto supply
. . . . 108
their stores in the oublving areas with trade goods.
Furthermore small traders ere mlso able to establish
stores because they had a more ready supply of goods from
crominent Asians than previously. Or the whols small
traders beocame an established feature of Aszian business
Largely as o result of mobtor transeport which made it
relontively easier for thso Aszion wholesaler to freioht

trade goods into Chiovabta.

tracding olass was  further

aranced by the growvbth of thoe  cas OOy i the
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most-war period, In addition to growing Virginia tobacco
ard selling maize to  tobacceo farmers, Africans weres
incremsingly embarking on growing rice for sale to
Europeans ond Azians. In the Lundazi villages of
Fambwirid  and Chiturnsura, for oxample, Africans were

selling rice to Europeans and Asians abt what the Native

\

) . R . . . 109
Commigssioner considered to be fairly good prices. In

mbher arems of the province Africans were selling oraft
soods. In 1922 Luangwa Valley Africans weres sarning
momey by selling reed mats at & pence per squares vard.

Growing vegetables also emerged in the 19205 most likely
@t the initimtive of Anabwela who had worked as ~garden
moves’ . Vegetable gardening was  boing successtfuully
undertakern in the Msandire and Rukugie areasz of Chipata
@r-ound 1929.111 An increase in money ecarning octivities
among Africans led to the growth of the ocash economy
which, in turn, stimulated the rise of the african trade

mrd the Asian trading class.

Migrant labour also plaved o major role in the rise
af the Asian trading class in two wavs, Firastly, since
consumnsr goods  such as olothes, soap and parafin had
hecome necessities to the Anabwela during their stavy
Kuwalale (urbasn arsasl, they Were prone to spend cash
they had managed to save on buving consumer aoods. Thi s
meant that the influx of Anabwela. especislly during
the economic depression  of 19291933, created  soms

business in African trade.



Seoondly. the Anabwels contributsd to the rise of an
african entreprensur oloss il African trade which, in

tarn, shimulated expansion in sian  business  since

amerging African traders were almost entirely depencdont

o the Aszian for their supplies. From the early 19203z
the most enterprising Anabuwela werse keen to invest the
Little money they had saved in ading enterprises such
@n hoawking, village stores and  baokeries though BSAC
L . . . N 11z
Hcdministration was hindering them from doing . An o

reault in 1924 Chief Mpezeni implored the Governor to
make it possible for “"men who returned from work with
. y i . 113

wlenty of monevy to bhe mllowed o 9o into trading.
In fact, zavings by the Anabwela were @ very lmportant
souras of capital to the emerging African entreprencur
clmss  in the district. In 1935, for examole, z8
Armabwela  from Lundazi opened up  saving  acocounts  with
Harclovs Bank, Chipata, some of which amounted to 20
114

mounds even though  the average amount was 4 pouncs.
tinlike the BSAC the British government encouraged the

. . 115
cdevelopment of african entreprencurship from 1924, By
1920 the Fort Jameson Town Management Boord had set aside
@ otrading center for Africans in the Native Quartsr and

i 1931 the Provinciaol Commiszsioners Conferonce sporovesdd

the establishing of trading centres for Africans  in
R 116
Northern Rhedesia asz a whole. In thiz favorable

climate. the most enterprising Anabwelsm begomn taking up

trading on an increasing scale. Zilole, for example, who
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Firimmi for supplics of simglets. omlico. ahidrbts. 5080,

mabchies. kKnives. Hoo

anca beads
for his stors. There werae three maior reaszons for bthe
Aatfrican trader’s dependence on the Asian, Firstlyv. e

oy broacding segregation in the township the africon had no

ehoice but to purchass his stock from the Indianm Guarter.

“eeoradly. the generally under-capitaliszed Afri

s treadcder

coila puraha gooads  on oredit terms  from the Asian

. . 124
1 los Ordinances. Trnas

of  the Native Creodil

Moezoerl  was  purcehasing  soods from  Khamiss o oredit

125 L )
ferms. I 1930 the Local Adminisztration obaserved

ettt s

attention will have to bhe kept on the

owned stores to avoild any risk of the
Sl g lod o becoming involved withy the Irmdian
o aciar e thaat: j gt Lattaer piractical ly

e comas the comtraollasr of the store whils the
riat dve WS wmuldumba raleanted to e
wmosition of capitao.

Thirdly. the

Wwams particularly adept ot stocking

agoods for the african market oas well as

e

J“’
.qx

o conaumer as I o will demonstrate bholow. o the
whole migrant labour andgd the smergencs of Africom traders

mlaved & fundamental role in sustaining the rise of the

ian trading class in Chivata.

Another factor whiioh plaved & e g or LT3 oy i
swistaiming the riso of the sion trading olass was that
f o g¥i plioncors of Anioan business posaeshsed seod bl .

managerial skills and busine cornmections in Nyasze

Larat.

Mozambiaue and Southern RBhodosia., Thie 1924 Memorandum of



o tnerstidn between MO, Khami

some  1den about  the maonitude of capital

mrperience commarcded by the prominent Amion iy mcler,

ey had been established  traders in Mozamnbiaus and

sloand before dmmiorating into Chioata. In Mozambiaue

they owned real estate investment since they were ronmting

o Asian traders., They @also

ot thedir Dusiness oremis
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L.9 TRADING POLICIES OF THE BSAC  AND THE NORTHERN

RHODESTAN COLONIAL GOVERNMENTS: 19Q5-19395.

The oolornisml authority was able toe subjeot  Asian
traders to racial diszcriminatio i trading throush Lwo

e or wmy s, T+ eould enact racially restrictive trading

epa bt ions o m Ly trmcing regulations i b

i soriminatory manner over bthough they wers not rac cied Ly

the troading

S
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~
7
-

tive in worading. Ay examinat lor

melicies and administrative practices will demonstrat

et closs and race woere fused amad mutuslly reinforoing
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since racism influenced the commercial legal framework. I
argue that even though the BSAC sanctioned the settlement
of the pioneer Asian traders, its subsequent administrative
practices were largely guided by the primary interests of
settlers. 1 alszo argue that in the 1820s and the 19308 the
colonial governrnment did rot apply trading regulations in a
racially restrictive manner as it encouraged both Asians
and Africamns to trade in the Native reserwves. But from
1838 the colonial government pursued a policy of
Africanisation of trade in Native Reserves.

Asian traders did not establish stores in the
hinterlands during BASC's rule largely because there
existed a trading regulation which excluded Asians from
trading away from the Indian Quarter. Thiz meanrnt that
Asian business was confined to the Indian Quarter
throughout the rule of the BASC by means of a
discriminatory trading regulation. Europeans stood to gain
from this regulatiom by being cushioned from direct Asian
competition in the outlying areas where they ran farm
z tores., Since commercial farming waz the mainstay of
veconomic progress in  the area, zettlers could exert
pressure on the Administration through their farmers
association which emerged as a potent forum of settler
politics,

However the racially restrictive trading
regulation was not supported by all the Eurcpean trading

firms. The North Charterland Company in



oarticulor was opsosod to the exclusion of Aszian braders

from the hintorlands. I 19214 MoKarrow. Manomger Of

Charter loand.  sxpressed the view bthat this restriction

Wi urnclly unfair to Azian bhusine heomlse more btrading

iv the hinterlangd tham din the  Indiom

Wims bk dne
130 o
At ar ., Ewer though Asiam traders were oxoeludsd from

orospects Wwithin the

trading in bth hinterlonds. busines

rewmstiin Wwere not as poor as MokKerrow dmplied, To b

. 1 IR § g Tag-gel Rk raing feadr Ly Wl

AT ) ol ain | LA

are conduating a groab

consiadering that Aszian traders

21 of wholesale business with EBuropson ab this time,

seree . MoKerrow desired asian particiecation in the

i1 trode of the hinterlands largely becouss thils meont

waotlla concoentrate on reboailling rather

Sty b cleve Lopmant Westd oo

mors wholessoals busin for thds fivm, Sndan

ompet it ion in W irable 1o

starterland than retailing beoouse the Buropean bra

v troublosoms o

firm was generally finding it dincore

mffeciontly HATET N storas situated @l L oNver e

131 L . .
POV L, The following veor MokKorrow imore

wison the Adminisztrator to allow aszians  to  trade i

sweaifiecd cenmtros outside the townshiv ‘oz the Indian wos

W

13z

mach le objectionable . than the Jew Bov'. Being

Wwhitaes Jews were obdectionable oz they would offar
Furopears competition in Europeasn trade from which Asians
waere axalituded, But the Administrator was not amshable to

mllowing Asi trading away from bthe Indiam Quarter. In
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fmot the preferred Africon trade o bhe

ot lying aress Im 1923 he asserted that it will be

etter  for- stores in Native r oy e U by

[k E

matives certainly not by Indians.” In aress  sarmnarked

for Native moerwves only Moandalsa would be allowed to
133 L . \

firacie . Aciminid strative officials i Gereral

considered Asian trading in the hinterlands as detrimental

Mot omly to  Europesn interests  bhut o also bo afriocon

1o emnsons  of  both cconomic ared racial

,,,,, Settlers found Asisn competition wundesirs

toron Were o important source of reoacdy oash in

e 19205, It = sl bhe emphosised that thare wers no

o Asian expanszion within the

Ircdian Guarter throughout BSAaC ruls.

Tie Northern Rhodesion  government abandoned  the

ramcially restrictive racding regulation vertaining to

moyalumion of A business from bthe hinterlands between

L9229 mmd 1939, It appesmrs that in keeping with the

£y
e
—

Frditish poliocy not subjectineg British

tegislation  conceived purely or racial Qe Ancls .« e

"""" colonial officers did rnot restrict sszion troading oway

from bthe townshis in the early phase of its rule and,
thus.,  paveod way  for Aszian expansion into the oubtlvying
ER OO . THe 1929 Provinciml Commizsioners’ Confasrencs

resolved that Asians should be allowed to trads in Native

Besorves

which had been established the previous vooar,
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I was practicable to allow asisn traders in the

Mot ive reserves as the administrative cire

shared the
wiew that african business was  not  velb  capable  of
catering  for the African consumer. A @ esllt of @
favouratile trading regulation as ell as o favourable
disposition within the adninstration oirales. Asdon

tradera penetrated the hinterlands os far afield os

Lundazi and Petmuake.,

It is mlso likely thot Azion opposition to raciaslly

matrictive regulastions vlaved a role in influencing the
wolomial officers to abandon raciaml trading practices as

Yo Ful ale 1) Asdon expansion away from the townshio.,

Semerally Asians in Northern Rhodesia had bhegan to opposs

racially restrictive trading regulations in the corly
wtvase of the coloniol government. For exaomecls., the
British Indian Ass sociation sent @ petitionm to the
Governor in 1927 whose major complaint was thoat the locml
sdministrators along the line of rall were subiecting
Azian business to racially diszcriminatory practices in
trading. AL t ey W e e British sub et s,

law-abiding and faithful to His Majsstvy’s GSovernment.’

they dmnelore the Governor to redcdress bthe mitumtion.iaB
Asioan complaints to the Contral govermment tended to have
the effect of restrainime the local administrators from
spplving  trading egulations in an oubtrightly racially

cdiscriminatory manmnaer., In Chipata Asians war e

represemted on he Town Management Board from 1925 and
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I ther et ore. ot ol fmr o b o f o8 gt Lesamd

. 136
ot don.

Feooarsion  of Aoniom Dusins into  the EBuroos

ouarter was. nowever. subiocted to @ racially

regulation meant Yo rotain bhils tramedinmg zorme ao i

)

fe European  trade by both the BSAT and the oolonial

meyverriments . Throughout ocolonisl ruale sszian business

myeluded from the Europsan Quarter by merlying  troading

regulations in a discriminatory manmer irm koening with thhe

mietntes of a racially stratificd society,

1.10  THE NATURE OF ASIAN BUSINESS

There were btwo forms of

. nmme ly the

zole onterprisse and the oo

trershic firm. Oaman Acom’ o

Firm was of the former bves while the Khanisa firm w

B Wl

Latter tvpe. Qumarn Adamns” rurn on buresacratico

Lines mors or less as the BEuropeon trading firm. A

Somdan sroger responsible for the management of the firm

stationed in Blantyre and an Asion Branoh Monosgor

WS stat ionasd i 2lantyre el )

"t
o

g A " Branch
Monager resident in Chivata suservised the managoment of

e Chipatsa entororise. Tt mppears bthat the Head Office
ot Adom’ s firm was in Indio wheres Adom himself resided.
nlike the European trading firm which relied on African

Aciom el iod wig Anians o L oved unclar by

Wil o will tne exammined

suibsoanient Ly . Partnerashic was of two kinds The firast



or the  Khamis stheal @mmornag

G WERE T

parohhers or colsins, The seocorc. like thoat of Walll adam

ara M. Hamir. o

Tive

acortract mmong  frodams

smterorise and the joint firm of brothers ware

Tte general pattern of faming Aszion firms in

Chipota was rthat an entererising trader who had acauired

iMmitiml capital oibher im Nvasaland or Mozombiaus came Lo

ttle in Chipata and personally managed his

srigngocd SO in 1 4 B V) arc ir

S L

Fi e thve rmumber of hils stores

Typically Africans were emploved as “store bovs'  and

e Im gensral

imoa parsornmli

way considerdrng bThat the

Wwis avallable o make  aulok wecisions b

vigencies  of the momant. Hi s

Juclgemoent: .
iMmitiotive and intuition. unlike the africon copitac who
Pt e abs docle by e aftiauetboen o f Fon} formalised

commuani cat ion siructuire.

vitml in Wirmirg tibve

mabronags of africans angd satisfying thelr woanbs. Even

N
£

Larn smoloyve

Ml @ leeway in opsrating thedir stores in

A personalised way, Africansz emploved by Europsans oouldad

miot ocompate With the Aszian as

regards Tnegotiable” ori

mbasela  and entertaimment  gimmioks

LA G it was

mot the policy  of  BEuropes

o emoloy such

138

isiness  met thods. Theraefors. wurilike e Aafrilood

campitaoe the

tramcier wubilised the most effective
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of wirnning cabrons s goocwill of the africoans

~f peraormalised management.

atyvle to  operats with

The Asiar tradase

tes the Eurosesan for

minimal overhtesd coszts i compar

e following reasomns. Al

Ay labowr  from Ny

imported Azl

somtract Labhour

Irdia wunder the conbtract svs

gt

~ient din two

proved relatively coheas ancd oxtren

« emplovees  Were  poald verw Lo

L e
WY

ey Wwere  largely b

thvedir oW o Look after, Furthernore. oamraing  and

ahouts

ociaing wers  incurred by the sponaor thro

e teraanrs “F the  conbtroact period g

[l & T s @ e

Family budget. Clothing and Inoic

debited from the smolovee’ s ey wadod ot the

ard of the conbract in @ lume sum. The amcotual salary was

e omoloves

ary Lo

e amplover omlled sponsor., Moreover. this cheap labour

very afficiant emploves Wwho lived under the

oot i s soon

s Worked homestly for Long haowuwrs

rom o e

motdvation

s the SEOTTR G

m oatore of hils own

would extend o hiim when

wt e end of  the ooy

pemckat Later 4t Wwill be demomstrated that bogivming in

b o

e
3

LS
3
9

%8
-+

blished pattern for

o progress into traders. Thefts by

Lo



for an smoloveo 1

[sTalalelo Wi e Lived unclar e SEame oot ke

ks L&

<ia emplover. Stealing  oosh me eaually  dmproactic

since it would not be possible for him to aparc bthe money

ir obher Asion stores without ralsing suspiclorns. Iinm

etios it iz considered anathoms

1L

ttle hils

sy o &

hecmise bhe trader neods oo

. . . 141 . )
witty hisn suponlisrs. The fear of dismil:

wmacle the simr enploves to be devoted to hids sponsor. Im
M ostucdy of Asian traders in Sierra Laono. Mermrmd ancd Vanm

o onimilar conclusion i certaln CRSCS

arma repatriate an

e emplover mos bthe riaht o
smelovees pbofore tBiis term has bhoon comelatad, Grioby @

measure  may ruin oo mame 500 that smoloveos fmve alway s

mieen afraid of dismissal’.

Fougmlity e porticularly  important  in gnabling

Fadd
—\-

Ssdanm business o sty ive b aoonomic clapie s

Pnaring v cdepre there [ToteaW ol el b gereral,

netriction  im burnover  and  some  Asian traders fd s

orice in order to meet

compelled to sell Tunder the oost

) ey , 143 .
limbilities’ . Surai’ s averaes montily

rurnover for his Wundazi stores. for example. dropped

. " ] R . 144
from 192 pounds in 1930 to 2 pounds dn 1932, Anoo

reault it Mot uncomnmorn for the Asian wholesalar o

for oubstarnding depbts whiich could be as

145
mmall @s 4 pounds Fors

ample . din 19372 Kasam ayvub

. . 146
e Husseirmia Kadri to recover &0 pounds. The
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Fesllowing  yemr  Omar HMaii  Adam owed Hasszam  Khandsoa 33

147

oz 15 shiillinegs arc six pense. Omear himass

ot , . 148 .
owed FA3 opounds 10 shdllings by Ohaava Rama. In

Uhnar’ 5 busine

o) L ae s

" Sumai wams comoel ls

Mis sbtore at Kambombo and o

Muhono. his store ooapitoo. i ordsr o

wshor goodd huisine ibhile dide to anm dnf lux

Wit

149

of b Ansmbwe la. MNMevertheless, the major ity of

..... 5ok trociers sV i ved e doeprer by struseling

maadrs e odds of constricted turnover and intrea-tradcds

coomoaetition, Im fact inspite of thoe deprs

tnisine

exmancded into the outlving areoms largely becomuse

e abhility of  the Aszian  trader  to maintain o low

arncs

~od of living., in contr

to settlersz. enabled hidm

o cult down on his domestic

s Sormsume

iz capital. This was

mainstay of

1)l 1y available rice. Furthermors

Sxdan diet was ochaond loct

i home  contained bthe acdornment s andad g wore

simels  wpyioama-like atbire. A% & moszlem he was rets

ciomesr asian trader led an

frugality  almost oy the

st eme O% “unadl indicates. sundi.  ons of

e richoest

5
—h

reputad to have beoen  the ohie

miser’ beooouse ho dressod poorly ond could not easily
wart Wwith & pernny even thoush hisz of fice could be full of
traxes of matohes and clagarettes i whicoh e ket his

150
money ., 2wt sobttlers emploved twe or  thres ouse

rvant s and freauently eld poarties at whioh i sy
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consuimed A oxcess. It was alsoe loargely becoause of

the frusal mode of life that the pioneer Asian trader was

abyle o explore untavped markets in the oubtlving sreass of

raelatively bockward Lundazi. Therefore., frugality we

fundamantal  feature of asian business which plaved =

major role  in the azcedency of  Asian

)

mosition of dominamecs in African trade.

e fact that Pilionser Asian traders  left  their
fomiliecs behind also helved in the reduction of domestic
srpenses to some extent. Families left behingd in Indin
By the strata of marricd traders and emplovees lived
muminly o the loand until the immigrant was able to earn
amoush to sustoin a family. U to around 1927 the Aszian
mopulation was exclusively male. By 1920 there were only
two Asion females and three children in comparison to 9%
woamen and £33 children in the European population, 2
Furthermore., being avay from home, the Asiam trader could
wae his disceretion in remitting money to meet extended
tomily ohxligntions rather s commulsion firom  bhe

. . A 3 153
cohansmen depending on the level of kis earmings.

It omust also be emphasised thot Azianm traders were
angaged In out throat competition whose intenzity took
o the character of family feuds as internecine auarrels
ratweor b Khammi am s D amr Aclam 5 amelovyecs
clemonstrated. For examele in Jamuary 1911, Ahmed, Rin

Aalic All Hossom and Omar Sali sued Khomisa® s amoloves.
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an g
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X
&

sam. Tor o ALt & ot d hiaact  bouvght

Flwas

wloth from Al at one shilling andg zix pence

[}
r

ook 1t back bocsuse Khassam told him it

stiilline. This ionited a fight between the

154

~
i

Cismar Adam’ employess The same veoor

----- to thirty—-five were

)

riimbers  btwenty-one

Dre such fiaht resulted in doamage o windows

s
i

; 155
ey of adam’ s stores. Ansoult coaszes

[sd g T

£
o h

tsireach fo  the peace arising out of =&

customers  were  am intogral aspect  of

CEMHY 156

bravtwerary 1905 anmd the eoarly Tl .

Tey try to ourkh violent business

Laocal wmcdministration outlowed the wooling of

1@18.157

Prdor to this Asisns were enploving

for the speeific purpose of wooing custome

comeaetition must have been conseauance of

]

small market owing to the law level of the o

O‘a
[ R

)
H

Traders were despon for customers and fo

LRSI Morsover Aszian tradsrszs were confined

arlarter to protect Buropesn business  in

e from direct Asian competition.

intra-trade competition beoocoame very

comeetition declimed im hh 19205 parti

1924, largely bDecouse  Aj

@

wEplors  untapeed markets in bthe outlving

]

1220 zome measure of unity among Asians hod

assaalt

of  thi

el

struggle

Al anm

COMEBS

the

fierce,

e

k:

of

o piecce

bt e

Wttty one

-

Khamisa Falate!
CELSS

mahure,

ancg the door

Tomising

o
o

businesa

tition., the

cuistomrs din

E

“atore bovs
Violent

@

raelatively
mahy economy

roevery single

o the Indian

ot lving

restuilt

G

violent

ttty b

ar ol

room Lo
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the D.C. reported that asian btraders Twere omovery  law

., . , 159 .
amiding type and give little Lrouble’ . Consoauient Ly

Jiolemt intra-troade competition was supars by sobar

competition.

mted that settlers

T this Chapter I heve demonsgts

)

mrd Mandala were opposed to settlement of Asian traders

i Chipata orimarily becouse of feor of Asian compaetition

i African trade and racist arguments  were used  to

dustify  this  feor  beosuse  the  dncoming mivals  were

~acially ol The 2EAC sanctionad Anian

ttlement in spite of settler opposzition in order to

srhance  development of  African  trade  whioh, i tuarn.

artalled the integration of the africon dntd the money

e OMOMY . Evern  thouagh the administration initiated the

bt iment of Asisrs in the area. it took care Lo cvisbhvion

from direct aAsisan competition in the

fFor-opean business

Fiinterloands throuoh pial racially restrictive trmaing

reaguilation. Therefors., pid o ramoilal factor sz stime ol

sromie dimensions in settler politicos.

The major factors that  influsncoed  the saventual

raplishment of the Asioan trading olass wore  uniaus

omrganiantion of Asion iorn of cmcital ana

coloniml  government  trading regulations  favourable to
Asian expansion in the hinterlands., The piloncers of
Anian business. Wwhose springbosrad was Nyaszaland, were

ionml traderszs emplovinmg business methods suitabls




rey African  trade within the context of @ racioally
stratified szocial setting. Furthermore. they prachtised
frugality particularly during lean trading times. A% @
result Asian traders managed to survive the depression
wHich succeeded in ruining European business in African
trade  and  ascended to a position of predominance  in

African trade in the early 192305,



i In 1900 the magisterial Districts of North-Eastorn
Ehodesia  were dsﬁlnﬁd ms North  Lusngws, Werat
Laiangwa and gt Lusmgwa - Emat Luangws comorised
Chilpata. Petmukc arag Lundazi. Inm 1934 Eozt Lusimaws
wms renamed BEastern Provinoes. See., Stone. J.C.. &
vitddde o the Acministration  of Poundaries  of
Morthern Rhodesia. O dele Memorial Monograohy No.

& D“murtm Mt of Geograpchy, Undversity of Aberdeen.
L7 '

e The trading ares sot aside exolusively for aAfrican
trade irm  the  townshin was desigrnated Irmcian
thaarter.,

5. For detailed examination of pre-capitalist trade in

mterr Zombia see. for exomele, J.P, Mbisi. " The
sonomic Impact of Colonial Rule in Eastern Zambia,
1001953 Tive Exparionces of Chipato it
fretendboe . Py, D Thesis {(University o f Thadan.
L84t Chapter One.

G Wiese mcauired for himself a concesszion of 10,000
quare miles from Mpezeni in 1885, He labter sold
tiis lomd to the Morambiaue Gold concession whiloh.
i turn‘ ol it to the  North Charter Land
f ompary Limited,

5. Rarres. Politics in & Changing Society., . 72.

i, Mationml Archives of Zombia (hereafhs NaZ)., KD
U N A e Native Affairs. 19191922,
Maglstrate, Faort  Jameson, to  Secretary oOf
Mative Affairs. Livingstone, & april. 1919,

& MNAZ . 24 F/185. East African Commission Vi
La24-1925. Comtroller Customs to Tre
Livingztone. 30 August, 1924.

o

U QT .

R N&aZ .

T 4/1.  Armnmual Reports, 1930 Praovincial
Commissioner’s Report. 31 Dﬁc“mh N L3O,

“x., Faor @ detalled examination of tobacceo farming in
the provines e Mbisi. The Ecornomic Impacth
ot Colonial Rule.” L.H. Zoambo., "Farm LﬁbﬁUP
im the Eastern Provincs of Zombia. Ba8-- 186
M.A, (University of Zambia., 19831,

'.'

L. NAZT . (8T 4F1. Reports Arrasl Half  Yearly.
Craarterly  Tour. 19171919, Magistrate, Fort
Jmmesor. to  Secretory  for Native Affairs,
Livingaztone., 31 March. 1917.
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MNAT . G 871752 Al Report s, 191314,
Pevmike Annual Reports., 1914

NAZ . KRG 1/715/1. North Charterland Exsloration
Company Eauiry . 19121913, Meamorandum by
NCEC.,

T.J.R8. Jokonvo. Eost Luanswa. 1895-1947: & Stucty
ivm the Colonial Long Policy in the Easztern
Pravinese of Zombia.” PhLD Thesisz  (Undver

af Sussex., 19721, 142.

Jokorva. ‘Easht Luanowsm., 1895-1947,7 131,

deport of the Commiszsion on  the Financial and
Feonomic Position of MNorthern Rhodesis {L.ondor:
M.M.S.0. . 19381, v, 25.

MNAZ. KDG &/1/2. Annual Reports. 19181923, Ariruial
aport for Fort Jamsson. 31 March., 1920,

W. T o sor. The Old  Timer (Cape Towrn: Honwmrd
Timmis., 19571, o. ?1.

Jokonva. °East Lusngwa. 1295-1947.7 148,

Lusmnawn, LR95-1947, 7 142,

o
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Jokaory s Eoms

R.E. Baldwin. Economic Dave L opment el Export
Growti: & Sty o f Northern Rihvodesia.
19201960 (Berkeley: University of Californis
Mress. 19661, p.o 14,

Report of the Commission on the Finoncial  and
Eeamomio Position of Northern RBhodesioa. . 14,

Mtisni. ~The Ecomomic Impact of Coloniaml Rule.” 330,

J. Platoher. TAgricultural chamge in Eastern

Provinees., Zambio.’  Unpubliszhed History Staff
seminar Poper. History Department. University
exf Zambim (19791, 5. Posho is a corruption of
the Wword ration. It was an  ostablished
practice for farmers to orovide food ration or
ration allowance to farm Labour.

A.G.FE. Topson "Transport in the Early Davs at Fort
Jameson. Northern Rhodesia Jowurnal . &l
(L952). 54.

NAZ. KDG &/1/3, aArnual RBevorts. 19181923, Arrmuial
Reports., Fort Jomeson. 31 March, 1920,

Faor examele. Mis sam Khammise hired e Ny i
Bhodesia Transport Company i 1224 fr-om
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MNyosaland to Chipata at a cost of about 63
umundg NAZ, KDG 771741, Registers: Civil and
Criminal. 19041937, Case  NMumber 19, 17
Decembeor. 1924,

NAZ. RSJI 4/1. armmual Reports, 1930, Provincial
Commissioner’ s Report. 31 Decembor, 1930,

Report of the Commission on the Financial and
Feonomie Position of Northernt Rhodesia. . 25,

)

MNAZ .

471 . Anmual Reports. 1930, Provincial
i o Report., 321 December, 1930,

N&aZz., R8I 4/1. Armual Reports 19230 Arnual Report.,
Petomaee Distrdict. 19305 NaZ, KRG &/4/3, Tour

1 19281932, Report orn Tour mads by R.

Cadet Qfficer. Lundaz i Qotobyer.,

NaZ .

471 . Armual Reports. 1930, Arriual Roport
St Jomeson. 1930 NAZ KDG 8/4/73.

M. Zoasmbo. CFarm Labowur in the Eastern Provinos.

e
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Mbisi. "The Ecomomic Impact of Colonisl Rule.’ 266

By 1930 remitting money through the Post Office he
takert root: NAZ., K8 4/1. aAannual  Reports,
A3, Provincinl Commiszsioner’s Report., 31
December. 1930,

Faor sxamele Mbizi underplavs the role of migrant
Lambour in Tty emeragence of African
srbrepreneur s ii: Mtisi., °‘The Economic Impact
wf Colonial Rule, B 67,

H., MacMillan “The Origin and Qev&lmmm&nt of  the
African Lakes Company., 187819087, Ph.D Thesis
{tiniversity of Edinburgh. 19701, 432,

NAT . KDG 5/1. Chipata Distr Notebooks., Volume T.

NAZ., KDG 5/1. Chipats District Notebooks, Volums I1.

NAZ, KDG &/1. Chipata District Notebooks., Volume IILI.

North-Eastern Rhodesia Government Gazette Volums I.
1902 Volume 2. 1904, Volumse 3, 1905, Volume 4. 190

Naz., KDG  5/71., Chipata District Notebooks, Volums 1.
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Jotwistor . RBritdish Central Africa  (London:
Mothuern and Co.. 1897) p. 178,

2 1/32, Tanosuing, Introducing and Granting of
Trading Riahts e Indian Traamcler & . 1905,
Pamlocei. Fort J te Seoretary, BASAC
Hoarad. London, 24 Nﬁv&mhwr 1905,

KDG 5/1. Chipata District Notebook., Volume I1.
KDG 1/8/74. Eomst Luansws Corrospondencs. i
19171931, Mooy to District Commissioner.
Fort Jameson. 1% December.

KDG 17874, Esmst Luangwa Correspondence, Tt
imformation is carried in hisz headsd letters
for examele MoKay to District Commis
Fort Jameson. 14 Qctober, 1929,

KIDG A W % Luaraws Coprraspondaencs.,
Seoreloary . Livingstong, o Distriot
Cooammed ormer, Fort Jameson, % May. 1930,

WG
104~

rg ivil and Criminal.
e Number 5. 7 Februsrey, 1929;
&, 26, Julw., 1932: Case Numver 7.

KOG L8/ E, Fuast Luisrmawa Correspondence.
Soent . Kubwls Stores to Magistrate. Fort
Jameson. 21 November., 1921,

Sec 285, Eastorn Provinge, Fort Jiame e
District Arnnual Reports, 19351938, Aririas L
Baoport. For Jameson, 1935

KDG 17872, " Ldsnewa umrr,wpmmdonrm
Magistrate et JaEme non. to w&wrmta
Livingstone, 14 August, 1917 ¥ t“
Livingstone., to Magistrate, Fort memﬁmh« &
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KDG F8re, East LB g W Carrespodencs.,
Magistrate Fort Jameson. to Secroetary.,
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Lovingtoneg. to Magistrate. Fort Jameson, &
~ptember 19217,

KDG  1/15/2 Naorth  Charterland  Exploration
Company Emuuxqu ite1z2-13. Memorandum by NCEGC:
Tapson. The Qld Timer., p. 69,

Therse were infact 89 men. 27 women and 27 ohildren
iMm 1914 and 3 men. 41 women and 54 children in

1a18:

NazZ. KD &/1/2, aArnual Reports, 1913-14.

armnusl Report. Fort Jameson. 31 March. 19215:; N&Z
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El

N
sioner’ s Report. 31

3

1/A38. Toomting  Introcucing and Granting
Trading Riaghts oo Trct L Traders. L,
stanmt Manager. Mandasla. Fort Jomesorn., to
Eoeretary . BSAC Bomrd. London, 27 MNovembor.
105,
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KOG 87173, Anmual Reports. 1918-1923. Arrnaal
Hoeport., Fort Ja 31 Meweohe 1921,

Garnoral Ruling.
19zi-19224.
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3 Laismaws Nt ive
oty Aciministrator
ivingstone, 24 Qotober

KOG LAef2. Lesal. 1913 :
R W €3 b Acivisor’ Mt

tratea. . LLE.

FR50. Subsidiary Storo
=19%4. Acting Treasurer
gatone., 25 July. 1922,

mordencs.

DG LASBS2. Lismmgwa Corres
cratary. Tl gl N Livinastons. Ty
riastrict Cﬂmmmmxxmhrr 2 November., 1917,

qnie: 1/8. Corrsasponcdsnes,
tivinesto
December 1927,
o : . “ e Diatri
shomer e Lo wmy Leath: Mu' istrate., Fort
Jameson. to Major Gorle., Fort Jamsson.
L4 August. 1920

focm welal e view  that  aAszsians could  ablv
the Burocpsom in the coloniszation
~enidlt e b dmported Aszians Lo man
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Naz., Kbhe &/1. Re

Mogistrates Sittimg om 1ith April, 1908,

corad Bookss Civil and Criminal.
MNumber 9, 19209,

19081912,

NAZ. KDG 5/1. Chipata District Notebooks. Volume

11, Trade and Commerce., 31 March. 1915,

NaZ., K06 &/1/2. annual Reports. 191314 Censtis of
{rdimneg in Fort Jameson, 18 May. 1914,

N&aZ. KDG afi/2,. Census of Indians in Fort Jameson.
18 May, 1914

N&Z. KDG 6&/1. Record BRooksz: Civil and Criminal
Cmses  Number 92, 1908 andad Numnber 1 12l
contain this information.

NAZ., KDG 871, District Notebooks., Volume I1. Trade
and Commerce. 31 March. 1915,

N&aZ., KDG &/1, Chipata District Notebooks. Volume I
Trade mnd Comnmerce, 19121916,

NAZ . WG L/13741. MNative Resorves., 19121918,
Manager., NCEC., Fort Jameson, bto Adminmisztrator,

Livingstone. 1 Mav. 1914,

NaZz., KDG 171371, Native Ressrves. Marmager. NCEC.
= ITameson. to Adminisztrator, Livingastone., 2
1914.

NAZ ., hﬁﬁ ari/2, Ciwvil Ca =+ Magistrates Court.
Camse Number £, 15 September. 1913,

Naz., KRG &/1/7%. anmual Reports, 19181913, Anria L
Beport. Eoast Lusngws Distrdcet, 31 March, 1919,

The populotion of Asians in Northern Rhodesia was
then 29, NAZ 82a B/64, Mawi
Proclamations. Court Coses,. Census of Pﬁbulmtxmm
I Northerm Rhodesia Census, 1911,

NAZ, KDG &/1/%, Aarmmusl Reports, 19181924, Arnritis )
foports, Fort Jameson. 31 March, 19223

The reasons that orompted Qsman Adam to close his
SMOPS are nmt clear. What iz certain is that he <did
Mot go bankruet because he had benefite from the
war  time  trading boom  like the Khamisas, His
property was boing rented by Asians thereafter.

NAZ ., KOG 1/8/3, Eamst Luanagwa Correspondaencs.
19171931, J.%., Cott, Blantvyre. to District
Commissioner. 1% April. 1921.
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The Information is combtained in the aeelications
tor trading eplots in e Incian Quarter and
tive hinterlands: MNAZ ., KDG 1/8. Enmst Luasnaws
Correspondence, 19171931,

NAZ. KRG 1L/8/3, Bast Luanogws Correspondences., Sener
forms of Monthly Tehmnov o f o Plvtmu
Jume. 1929 26 July. 1929: 1 Qctober. 1929: 1
Famrndamrey . 19300 % Mav. 1930.

NAT . WKad 4.f%. Reports: Al . Half-Yeaar-ly,
[N thrlw“ Towur., 19216323, List of Store
sltes. 1920, District Commissionsr f W
Frovincial Commiszsiomer. Fort Jamesorn. 4 Jalvy.

8/5, Emat Luangwm Corrassoondancs.,
Commissioner. Petauke. to Provincial
oner. Fort Jameson., 26 May, 1931,

For Exammple NaAE . KDG LAB/5, z Luismrmgws
Corroespondence ., Q.. Sunai o Provineial
Commissioner. 19 Septembor, 1931,

7~

NAZ . WG 17873, i R Ldsmaws Corraspordencs.,
Seoretary. Livingstone, o Diztrict
Comnmissioner., Fort Jamsson., 4 January 1929;
Mistrict Commiszsions to Director of Swurvevs,
vingstone., 20 December, 1928 Praovincial
smmid ssioner to Secretary 12 Juns. 1931

MN&T . Kad AV Reports: Armmuaal ., Half—Yeoorly
guarterly. Tours., Annual Report. Fort Jmmeﬁwmn
L1930 According to Qsman W, Adam. Born in
Chivata in 1932, The First Aszian womsn came to
Criieata in 1927, namely hisz mother, Aming W.
Actam and M. Hamir’s wife: Interview. 0O.W.
Actam. Trader, Chipats, 17 Jonuary., 1989,

NAZ . DG 1/1171, MNative Affairs., 1914-1918,
Maglstrate, F ot Jamesor, toes Saoratary.
Livingstone, 2 November, 1918,

N&T . KOG 1/714/71. Magistrate. Fort Jamoson, 1o
Soorotory Livingshtons, 2 November, 1918,

NAaZ . KG 171172, Native Affalrs. ia9ie-1922.
Ansistoant Magistraote, Petauke, to Magistrabs,
Fort Jamesom., 4 April, 1920 Magistrate, Fort
Jamesorn. to Assistant Magistrate, Petoukso 5
May ., 1920,

Naz. KDG 1/711/2. Mative Commiszsioner, Lundazi, to
Magistrate Fort Jomsson. 23 January. 1920,

NAZ. KDG &8/1/3%, Armnmual Reports. 19181923,
Luanowa District. 21 March., 1219.
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hhﬁ /141, Registers Civil anmdd O i
19046~ 1937, Came MNuimb ey 1.9 17
“ﬁcemberl 1924,

kDG 1/11/2.0 East Luanagwn Corraespondsmces. 0. .
suanictd o Provinocial Commissioner. 1%
Geptember, 1931,

KRG 1/11/2. Native Affairs. 19191922, Native
Cosmini s ionetr ., Lurmcaz i, o Magilstrabe, Faort
Aameson. aa Julv. 1922,

oG A/11/2. Magistrate, Feort Jameson. tl o)
Mot ive Commissioner. Luraazi, 27 July, 1922 .

KNG QIBFE, haarterly Report s 19281929,
weport of J.W. Wallace. Cadet Officer., Fort
Jamesor. 1929.

KnG 1/11/2, Native Affmires. 19131922 Repart
af @ omeeting at Fort Tameson of Sooretary f o
Mative affairs with Boma Officimls and Native
Chiefs of Fort Jamoson District. 27 Sspbember.
1a9z2i.

KDG 5/1, Chipata District Notebook. Volume LI
Minutes of Indabs held ab Fort Jamesor. 12
Tuly 1924,

KDG SEC 2/85, Emstern Pravince., Fort Tumr'ﬁm
Arrids L Reparts. 19351938 Lundaz i :
weport, 1935,

KRG 5/1, Chipats QI
11, Minutes
Jualy, 1924,

1ot Notebooks Vol um
of Indabas held at Fort Jmmza

KOs /171 Memorancham submitted to Provinolo
ﬁmmmmﬁnlcmawﬁﬁ Conference, 1931, Extension of
frdirect Rule.

Interviow. J.T. Mawarae ., Fapmer . Chiipatan. &

‘Meot

MNAZ .

NAZ .

N&E .

N&Z

Faobruary . 1989,

Interesting Poopla: Zilole Mawere,  Nahilas
k?‘n 1(; -J\n)u 6' """ 8.

poaT A & Bemort s Anrusl . Half Yoo ly
ouarterly. Tours. Forb Jameson. 19161933,

SEC, 2/85%, Annual Resports, Feort Jomeson., 1935,
SEC, 2785, Anmual Repnorts. FPort Joameson, 1935,

SEC, 2/864, anrmual Re ports arn Native affal
Fasterm Province., 1935, 1935 Anrmual Report on
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Native Affairs. Provincial Commissionar.

LR, NAZ ., KDG 1/9/1. Legal, 12915, Magistrate., Fort
JEme som. o Zambezi Industrial Mission.
Bl mntyre., 23 December. 1915: NazZ, KDG 2/2/2.
Criminal Cases: Magistrates Court., 19211922,
Case Number 25, July. 1921,

RN Noative Credit ales Proclamation,
Soting Commissioner., Zombha. b
Y o f s fala Foreian affairs.

Lk NAZ

b e
Lmndcn. 4 June, 1963 The Native Creoedit Sales
o dinanocs ks P} racially restrictive
regulation which excludsd africans from froely
antering into o] ool transaction with
non-africans the rationales being that their
orimitive oharacter renders it inadvisable
Prey should be ploaced on the same level s the
Furopean o Aslan as rogards cortroce

1ab. MN&aZ . KDG afofe. Criminal Cases: Magistrates Cowrl.
19211922,  Casze Number 35, July 1921

Lab., N&Z . WG L Memorandum stibmitted s e
Provineial Commissioners’ Cornfarance. 1931,
Fyvtension of Indirect Rule.

a7 NAZ., KDG 1/78/3. ; Luanogws Correspondsnoes,
ey of M“mﬁrwmdxm af  Partnershis  Aar ;0mhhr
dated 15 Tuly., 1929,

128, NAZ. KDG 1/8/5,. Emst Luangwa Correspondence. 0.,
Sundi e Provincial Commissioner. 1.9
September, 1931.

L9, NAZ., KG LA8/1. Eomnt Luism e Correspondamos.,
Seoroetary Livingstone, 1o Provincial
Commissioner. 30 March. 1931.

N 19121918,
nt&wa Livingshons.

Ead
£

AN NAT . KDG 1/L37 2. Native Re
Manager. NCEC, to Admihxa'
woMav. 1914,

Extract from
!

LEL. MNAZ ., KDO  1/9/2. legal, 19132
moed it eom ) Hcivi
Mogistrate. Kasamnm. 3 ﬂotmhwru

1LE2. NAZ . Ba 2/e/78. Fort Jameson Townshipo Land Gramt: .

Mokerrow  Transeort Report., Townshis Survey,
12121914, H.B. MoKerrow. NCEC Manager, Fort
Jameson., to  the Secratary. Livingstons., 31
July. 1915,
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NAZ. RS 250. Subsidiary Stores General Ruling., East

LLLiENQWE Native Regserve Storean, 192119224
Aoting Se
Commissioner, Fort Jomesorn. 10 January. 1923,

MAZ. SEC 1/1574. General DRealer Aszions Trading in
ferotseland., 19371939, Chief Seorctary ¢
Attorney General. LWUsaka, 22 Qctober, 1937

NAZ . RC/240. British Incian Association at
.. vnnqwfonh~ Fetition for Grant of Trading
L. sen anad Plots for Indians. Ardtish
lndmmn Asasociation to Govarnor. 22 Novembar,
La27.

fa] ?«

NAZ. KDG L/6/1, Governor’ s visit, 1933 Mamorancum
for his Excellency. May 1933,

For example Sundi had mmgﬁg@d Mubiorne to man one of
hvie Lundazi stores NaZ, KSY 4/1. District
Touring Reports. 1 YR, Lundazi Towr Report
Mumber 6. B.P. Bush Disztrict Commisszioner.
August . 1933,

Entertainment here refers to cakesz (Chikondamovel
sweets., clgoraet tumps of  sugor or salt
given to customers after or before purchase to
Buiilad the image of @ benevolent trader and
s Wwin the goodwill of the customers.

As @ gerneral rule th established trade imported his
woor relations.

Sponsor i @ term used by Aszians themszelves to refor
ey Asian emplovers bthey worksd for under the
contract sysbems interview., Adam.

Interview,. Mawere,

M.V, Merani and HoL. Van Der Loan " The  Incdian
Traders in Sierra Leone. African Affairs, 78,
tla7a), 247.

NAZ . KS8J 4/1. aArnual Reports, 1930, Provineial
Commissioner’ s Report, 1920, 193031,
ecember . 1930,

MNAZ, KRG 8/4/3, Towr Reports, 19281929, Report on
Tour Dy B.P., Rush., District Officer. april.
19232,

NaZ. KD 7/1/1. Registers: Civil smd Criminal,
L904-1937, Case MNumber 11 16 Septomber,
1933,

ety Livingstone, e Distye
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NAZ., KDG Z/1/1, Co dumber 2. 1932,

NAZ . Kﬁﬁ /1710 Comse Number 2.0 16 Septomber.,
MNuimb e 1. 16 Septeombar. 133
Numb?r 10, 1% 193

~
Ed
A AN

NAZ ., KDG 7/1/1, Comse Numbesr 4.0 223 January. 1934,

NAZ. KDG 8/4/3. Tour Reports., 192819, Raport on

Tour made by RB.P. Bush. District Officer,
Jume. 1932« MN&Z . Kad 4% District Tour
Beoorts. L1933, Lundaz i Touwur Report Nunber &,
August .. 1933,

Interview., Mawsroe.

Tapszor. The 0Old Timer. Chaocteor VI

NAZ., K&T 4/1. Arnmual RBeports, 19300 Fort Jomsson
Aol Report fm. 1230,

Imterview, 1. Suleimam. trader, Chipata. 10 Jamuaormy,
Lago,

MNaZ., KDG &/1. Record Books: Tivil and Criminal.
L908-1e12. Cape Number 1. 9 Jamusey. 1911,

NAZ., KDG A1, Caoase Mumber 21, 282 august., 1911,

NAZ., KDG &/1. Camse Number 7.8 Februsry, 1909; Caso
Number 24, 11 October 1909: Naz., KRG 72/1/71.,

Camse  Number Registers: Civil and Criminal.
L904-19237, Coase Number 2.0 25 Jonuary, 1912.

Tihe registers show @ notnhw“bha decline of

b g LYol arising from tracies rivalry

towards the midcddle of the 1920s%.

NAZ, RBs 2/82., Fort Jameszon Townzshioc Meeting of
Ctilefs il a T Heodmanm Helcl ot Chid Langa.
Frocloanation of VYillage Management Booro. 1918,

NAZ . KDG ?/1/1, Registers: Civil and Criminal.
1041937,

NAZ., KSJT 4/1. annual Reports. 1930, Anmual Report.
Fort Jomesorn. 19320,



CHAPTER TUWQ

GROWTH OF THE ASIAN TRADING CLASS.

19351964

By the middle of the 19305

e

economic depression

Had o come to an end, The poriod beotween 1935 angd 1964
axperianced arowth of the cash ecornomy in the aren as woll
the Aszian trading claszs. The arowth of the Asian trading
cl@ss was accompanied by expansion of Aszian business into
the trading centres on the Sreat Eost Road. Lundazi Rood

s Chadiza area. Furthermore.

increase in

o result of the dnflux of
o work @as  shop ossistoants  in

soztablished Asian traders ore One

Wwas checkaed by the Federation Imm
Neverthelessz, a natural increase

awing to the wresence of o fow fema

frm ths post-depression perio

Hnilars @t Ewropeans clealined
Furooem and  Azians were no

“rade. This was due toe the fact

themsslves to farm stores ond the

the aszion population be

immigrarts

the

lLonger

thers ocourred =@ big

twesr 1935 anmad 19832

from India coming

mew  branche

Ming  up., This dinflux

ifaration Act of 1954,
W Aalreoady underway

lLe immiarants.

d trade rivalry betuween

drastically brecauss

riveals Africoan

that settlers confined

Europesan trading firms

concantrated on European trade, In fact EBEurcpean trading
firms’ business declined during the war For example. in
L2435 the values of stocks of Mandals fell from 20.000
wolunads to 3,000 boundﬁ,z Business ivalry beoetween
furopsans and  Asians  was  superseded by that  between

as
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Aazians and africans since African traders had emerged as

clidrect business rivals with Aszianz by the 19405, This

business rivalry and Aszian scauisition of land becams the

sourcs of  Afrdcan racist attitudes towards the  Azian
minority in Chipata. In this Chapter I will exolain why
the Azion trading coloss was able to grow substanmtismily
etwesn 1935 ond 1954, Firstly. I will demonstrate that
the soonomic changes that  took ploce snoouragsd  this
aeowtity. Thisz explanation will relats the growth of the

Aasian  trading cloass o the tracding regUulations s

madministrative frameworik, I araue that the asian trading

groew @i @ resulit of the expansion in Asion business

stimuilated by the relatively increased buving power among
Africans Tollowing the growth of the cash economy in the
orovince. Secondly. I will demonstrate that Africans
trying their hond at village stores failed to contend with
acompastition from the Asion traders who were proficient in
african trode. I aroue thot asian competition in African
trads was the zource of racist attitudes on the poart of
Aaftrican traders and the clerical clm5$.3 Thirdlv. I will
demonshrate  that in the 19405 Asians diversified into
tobacco farming and exwlain why they eoventually failed oz
tobacos farmers., I argue that Aszia landownershio plave
@ fundamental role in exacerbating African hostility

towards the Aszsion vresence in Chipoata

2.1 GROWTH OF THE CASH ECONOMY 1925-1964

The ar-owth of e &sdan trading slons WG
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smeouraged by increased African trade owing to economic
arowtit in bthe province as o whole between 1935 and 1944,

This arowth resulted in relatively expanded sourocss

Q
-4

Fe)
o
he }

smplovment within the orovince and encouragesd ths rise
e african sntreoreneur olass in agricultures arnd African

trade . Migrant labour to Southern aAfrica and the line of

rail o was another important actor in the arowth of africon

trade  throughout this period. For- examele. in L1937 the
0C. Chiipata. observed that ‘a nmumbesr of zmall stores for

ramtive oroduce have been oponod and they do @ failr trade

th o men passzing on thedir eturn  from work in Southsrn

. 4 . ) .
felodesin’ Migrant labowur was @ main foature of the

soconamic activities among Africans as ths touwr reports
wersistently pointed out. In 192432 the DOC. Chilpatn

mibhvacrwvad that @

Practicall avery adult male has been to
Eoutharn Rhmdeslm or South Africm o0 his
morison in not boundad LIk ty t
noeighboring villaoas. The orovince has lost
many  thousands of itz mors orogcsisive sons
o the Southern territoriss. but in general
the peoole love their homes and return to
them They are not blind to the defects of
their ore 5@nt5 Gate. and the will to chonmae
tois marked.

The 19587 atatistics from the Labour Office in Chivata
shown in Table 2.1 demonstrate that there ware almost as

many men  going kuwalale a3z theres were men returning
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TaBLE .1

MONTH IN QuUT

March L2284 Lasa
Aonril Laas 1120
My Liiz 1059
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Limattractive working conditions on thse local farms wers
Lamraely responsible for the labour sxodus  from TFort
JEmme non anc Petoauke 1o other Labour markets witit

.7
""" comoaratively better conditions and higher wages’ .

Migrant labourers encouraomed the growth of afriocs

trade in the sense that they remitted money to  their
families or brousht back home money th¢h s oventually
zpent on buving consumsr aoods According to Deane. on
averaase the Anabwela brouaght back around 15 pounds in the

farm of cash or goods and remitted about 2 pounds and 7

shillings in cash or in kind. Ste further demonstrated
that the totml incoms  from migrant  labour o Eassztern

Provimons in 1945 asmounted to about 145,000 pourncs,

Migranmts who prolongsd thedir stay could managse to bhring

Ismck home money as well as valuable goods such as bicveles

and sewing machines important in african trade. In fact

migramt labour was  imeortant to the ecconomic growth of

MNortharm Rhodesia as o whole. Im this regard the Pim

¥

Report obhaserved that “the financial benefit o the

territory from deferred pay varied bebtween 50.000 to
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in addition to Southern Africa , | the Copperbelt
wmmeraosd as oo labour market within Northern Rhodesia

following the rapid development of the Coppeor industry

I . .10 .
hhebtwesry 1930 and 1954 Im 1957, for coxample. Rhokans
- . N 11
smploved 549 men from Eastern Province., Additiornmlilv.

e rallwavs had emergsd asz an inportant labour market by

1z . . .
the 19405, The abszsence of primary industries in Eastorn
Frovinee measnt that men began to head for the Cooparbeltl
which was also experdencing the development of small sceale

manutfacturing industrioes. Ry 1959 there wers 254 concerns
smploving over 1£.000 Africans szome of whom were from the
., 13
Faatern Provinee.

Tobacoo farming alseo slaved @ M ior role in

srcouraging  the development of African trade since it

1'}

axperienced boom conditions between the lote 19305 and the

a@mrly 1950Q%. The impact of the post depreszszion tobaooo

oom on African trade had began to he folt by 1939, In

this vear the PC. Eastern Pr noee.  observed thoat more
money was being paild to farm labour than previously and

that thisz was sncouraging better ftrade in the erovines.

He further observed that trade imports throush the Chivata

uistoms Post ecorded o roemarkable norease boetwesn 1937
mrndg 1939, Thuis “colearances throuagh the Customs Poszt of

CUhipamta increaszsed from (£8{;%t~“» in 1938 to ﬁ‘“ﬂ’hn 29 in 19239

i

his figure iz the more remarkable because it follows an

inceraoase of £?0‘1~8 in tho 1938 figure compared with the
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14 RSO s :
La37 fioure . In 1939 there were 99 native
shores owned by  Eurcopeans  ond Asions and 143 village

15 . s . ,
sl ores Foor working oonditions rot withstanding.

tabacos  farming provided itocal emplovment opportunitiss
for Africans to  earm money +o purchase  consumar goods

Most tobocco estates in the

winickh had become Nood
area emploved betweon S0 o &O0 workers., On onge of

Tarms. Foar examelo. Ny cmat Rhodesia Faotates Limited
maintained a labour foroe of 000 workars, The numnbor of

rebacon estates was auiteo substantinl as Zaanbo obse Ve

I 1947 about 88 tobacco planters i Fort
Tameson alone were working 118 e*“%teﬂ whioh
sroduced 3 million pounds wortrxégml Q. &
wemr later the numbsr ross o 100 planmters
working 130 estates. The nunber of planters
in production increased steadily ue to the
mmely 19605 when the mmigrity of the farmers
went oulb of production. -

Frasnerity in bobaocco farming imated until the late 1950s
witen the industry axperienced @ depression. In 1957 the
P, Chipato.  reported  that femme 200 farms now st el

Y 18
derelioct and only forty or 56 foarms now oporate., . The

collaese of tobacecos farming was e to  the fact thab
during the Federation tobacco from Eastern Province was
fatohing uneconomic prices in Salisbury. In the firs

mimce. tobaceo from  Eastern Proyin¢e was  being  sold
separately from that oroduced in Sauthern Rhodesia and the
fermer  North-Western Rhodesia on the agrounds  that  Its
distinet tamg rendered it of poor auality to buvers on the

. . . 19 )
Smliskbury saucstion floor. Seconadly. Eastern Provinoe

farmers Were incurring acdditional costs of transport
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A4

; . , o 0
Following the closures of the aucthion floor at Chipata.

Thiradly. the  subsidies o fertilizer were inadeauante
seeing that the gsographical position of Easterrn Province
. L ‘ . . z1
=mtailed additional expense on transporbting fertilizer.
In fact. the Federal government was not giving the tobacoco
fmrmersz  suebort irn form of financial assistance and

stibsidies like the Northern Rhodesia government had bosn

chming.

vern thouah tobacoo farming declined as a sowuwroe of
smolovyment for African labowur. the Northeorn Rhodoesian
goverrment had emerged @z a major emplover of Africans in

The district by the 1940 following the axpansion

wovernmemnt cdeparitment s ek a%s Public Wordk s . Hemlth.
o . ) . 2z
foucation. Native Treasuries and Co-operatives. The

agovertment hoad begun o employ Africans as clerks in its
cdepartments from the 19205, B2y 19%8 government emplovees
g formed & Native Town committee with a membership of

fFifty and s branch of the African Civil Serveants with @
. 23 I e

memborshin of  thirty. This nmucleus of ths Chivata

urban population stimulasted trade within ths townshis in

fowls and fish with Africans from the Luanows Vallev.

- . z24 . .

Fotmike and Meika. A% & result of the expansion in
agovernmaent deoartments. there was increasoed smolovment for
africmnms asz  clerkas. toachers. cdistrict messengers  and

Labowrers. Divorced from direct procduction and susceptible

o Europenn consumer patterns. the incereased goverrnmant

smplovess influenced the development of African trade.,
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Oomestic service also  emerags Q% an important
zource  of  emplovment for Africons by ths 19405, A

incrsase in the EBuropean technical staff oand settlers
which resulted from e expansion inm government
soportments and the evival of btobacco farming gave riso
o domestic emplovment. amale emplovees in Chivata rose
from aboul 555 in 1921 to 1085 in i?&& and to 24697 in

) 25 _ . s
Lkl Domestic emplovment plaved o significant role in

increasing the purchasing power among women which. in turn

smharnced the develooment of Africen trade.

The asecond Wordldd War alszo offored emplovment o

Aafricans as askari (soldiers! and fenga-tenga. This  war

time enclovmemt enhanced the development of african trade

341 T maior WEY S Firstly. the Wwives o f the

makard received @& regulsmr living allowance which thevy

wtilised on meeting social obligations and consumer neasds
. R 26

Whiile their husbands were at war, Secondly. abt the ond

af ke war  ex-askari (demobiliszed soldiersz! were pald
cdaeferred salaries and gratuities which led to an incrense

ir the amount of money in the hands of Africens since many

men from Emstern Provines took part in the war., Deane
mbhvaerwved that Tthe SVvaerass amount brought tamalk in

aratuities and szavings by the askari in 19245 exceaced f&“
mer fhend. and in addition to this. they brought many goods
. .27

smoeaiired abroad’ .

in addition to wage enmplaovment. solf  smoplovment

zich @5 carpentry and vegetable gardening asz well os cash
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orop farming emerged as an important sources of ocash to
africansz in Chivata. The townships population provided @
arowing market for products of careenters and vegetable
S OWET G . For exmmple. in 1952 five carpenters from chisf
Mohoro s aren were selling chairs in the Townshio at 12
shillines to Europeasrs and & szhillings to aAfricans for o

z8

ahair. I fact Koatote aAron $¢hmol‘hwd been established

e offer training to africams in carpentry. mebtal work
. . 29
Leatter wordk., tailoringe. bricklaving and homecratt. The
African corafhsmen established themselves in the Nabtive
mgarter or in the wvillaoaes. Vegetable growing by
Atricans became establishesd by the lote 1930s. In 1939
e PO obaserved thaot ‘vegetable gardening iz becoming

wopular around Fort Jameson angd about 100 Africans are

amgaasd in this business. Among other things they oroduce

30

mxcellent strawbsrries’. A substantial income could be
sompnead from vegetable gardeninge. For example. in 1944

plewentis from ohicef Mbangombe’ s ares carned o profit of 40

mounds from selling rice and vegetables to Asioans and

1 4 , . . . s
LN ODEBNG . Iin 1940 Africans in chiesf Mlolo' s aren

(9]

sarred  1.210 pounds  from selling vegetables to Naodza

. 3z
Mission.

#ice was increassinaly being grown as o cash orop in

A

. \ 5 . N 3 )

whief Muwanaala s, Mlolo’ s, and Koawaza s arsas. In L9248 0
faew individuals “claimed they had made as much as jﬁm’
. . . 34 ) . .
from selling rice. In the Katete area Asians wers payins

m Rlack markst’ orice of as much as 20 shillings ey

ton or & pounds per bag as they were buving it to
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mrport  to Lusoka, In 1248 the Katete Aresn Development

Team reported that Africans had increased their rice

moreases i response to lucrative prices ond estimated the

. a5 .
L9247 rice corop oubput at 1Q0.000 pounds. In fact the

Faam bhegan to markest rice and offered Africans what it

considered an economic price of £ shillines eer tin to

L%

, . . . . . ae ;
induces african cultivation of rice. Tz, rice was one

i Chipata.

e

of the emrliest coash sarners for ths African

Maoize and tobacceo @lizo  emerged os  established
Africomn cash orops in the post-depression period due to
sfrican initiative asz well as support from the government.
Tobacco farmers who generally found it cheaper to by
maize from Africans than grow it themselves as ration for
farm labour were the coarliest mmr<“t for maize in the

my e, The government began to give support to African

smash orop farning in order to aneourage the growth of the

34e

African  embtreprensur class  in agriculture  through  the
Pardsth Schieme and the africon Farming Improvemsnt Scheme
whilch attracted the general ly enterpriszing
anabwe la olemesnbs. By 1947 there were 981 reagis e

Aafrican  farmers of Burley fobacco in addittion to @

.substantial rumber of terant  farmners concentrated in

. 38 L.

Chipasto, The most entereoriszing farmers oould earn @
fairly reasonable incoms from amall-scale tobaces farming.
For example. in the 1950 foarmsrs in Katebs Ares wers

sErning as much &g 50 pounds annually fr-om arowing

39 . .
tobacoao.  The growth of Africoan omsh orop farning resulted
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im burm. Widened trading opportunities in african trade
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increased purchasing power in the district which.

&

africomng wers ~ecoming @ilmost  completely dependent on

tracdor s

. for consumer goods such as food and clothes. in

L9OER ke PO obszeorved thatb:

in Fort Jameson District the business
mctivities of 50 bakers and 15 butcherdes.
mrmd the licensing of 21 motor vehicles. 11
motor ovele and 2300 bicoveless in *hw townshiin
are an indication of a rising standard of
Living. Chaap blue prints are ooing out of
fashion: kihaki shorts are giving way  to
flanmel trousers: better olothes are being
increasingly bought or the mail order. and
there are morse ourchases  today  of  cheao
mroowrges such @3 btinned meats angd dredea
milk.

D the  wholo. eriorged  African  emplovment el

cash oron farming resulted in some economic orosperity in

Chipata. Inm 1957 Chipata recorded an incomse of

moLncls

lY‘

325,000

made o as follows.

Soriculture L8 . 00 mournas

arimals 3. 000 el

Goverrment wWases LEQL. OO0 GO

Mmtive authority Wages LEQ. QOO oounds

Private Wages LEQ.L QO oot s

Fostal remitbtances 20, 000 pounds

foma remititonces Q00 Lo s

ey 1960 the African population was handling about one

million pounds and subistance production was estbimated at

B0 mo

42

wurnds per family anmually. This prosperity was



- 75 -

srhancsd by @ 7 bremendous improvement i  commeraial
ramanort between Chipata and the line of raill as well as
iv marketing of  African agriculbtural  eoroduce by the
marketing co-operative. Thus. African proszeoerity in
Chipata in the post-second World War veors stimulated the

arowtl of aAfrican trade.

2.2 GOVERNMENT  TRADING POLICIES AND REGULATIONS.

19351964

i aaulations ertaining to

[
&
[N
]

Trading pol
Africmm  trade were deeply influenced by racism in the
N g et that the Governmnet followed Fi| wolicy of
Africanisation of trade in rural arsas which entail led
diseriminating against Aszian business in favour of Africs
tegsiness. Iin this seoctiom. I will demonstwmte that  in

practice Licemcing Aubthoriti i Chipata subiected Asion

rraders to racial diszorimination inm regard to trading in
Native Reserves as well as in the Europsan Quartor. I
i e B Fd thmf T Government ubilised disoriminatory
reaulations inm favour of emergaing African traders in order
e euskhion African business from direct Asion competition

iMorural areas.

9 eastire meant to restrict

Anian excansion into the Nabtive arad o encouurags

arowkih of african traders.

The stoatute which regulated trading in Northarn
fhodesio was the Trades aond Licensing Ordinacs Numbeor 24,
1930, which was repealed and replaced by the Trades et

. 44
Frasine: .

Ordinance Numbor 45. 19247, amended in 1958
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This statute ciicl rot ambocdy outrioht disoerimination
etween Eurocpenn and aszians ecause the Colonial Office
rejected legislation conceived purely on racial grounds.

For esxample. in 1924 the Governor. Stonlev. falled to

convince the Colonial Office to approve @ law meant to

restrict Asis ertry into Northen BRBhodesis becouse 1t was
: L ’ 45
eonee ived purely on racial Grourncs . The orly

ctiscorimination contained in e Trmcles ared Business

ordinance was Africaniszation of trade in rural areas. In
somite  of  this ordinance the actual imelasmentation  of

trading eolicies by Furopesan administrators in Chipata was

reavi ly influsnced by racial erejudice. THWS . ey
wbilised racially conceived asdministrative measures to
mrevernt asion competition in Eurcopean trade. Ttiis meoeont

that Asian btraders could nmot diversify into Euroneon trade

md e Eriropean Martor remained b | trading Zone
srxelusively 1o European Firms. ame Ly . Charterland.

Mandala andg Carters throughout the colonial period.

african Lraders capecially in Mot ive Reserves Wi £

justifisd on ecoornomic grounds @s the government contends

that the nascent African business deserved to be nurturasd.

i contrast to the established Eurocpean arcl Anian

bhusiness. in order to encourage the rise of the African

avmtrepreneur class in African trade. Therefores. it woas a

an trader

ss.

mecurting outoery in annual reports that the afe

wis gareatly handicopped in competing with the Asian trader

mainly becouse the African lacked copital and business

Oisceriminatory  regulations in favour  of emaeraging
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sonmections Wwith external suepliers. TS, in 1935 the PC

it carmot be expected that natives with their

more limited cacital should be able to compete
with Eurocpecan and Indian traders in the same
vicinity and it is hoped that the villaage shoo
Licermce which iz being introduced o enable
mamtives to frade from thelir own villages in
wavmert of @ reduced fee. will enable them to

%mf:n'n~ hucrative bisiness jatalnl

T wos realised Wwithin the administrative circles that the
African trader. who was generally still an underdog to the
saphisticated Asian trader. deserved to be nurturasd in
zome practical wavs. An @ resulbt. din 1935 the Goverrnment
imtroduced @t Villaas Store Licences for African btraders in
tihe Native Reserves. At 2 pounds and 10 shillinegs this
ticence was cheosper thar the goneral demler’ licence of
g N . 47 N o
F opourds and 10 shdillinas. Furthermore., in 1939 the
Provinecial Commiszsioners’ Conference resolved o adost o
regulntion which would exclude Europeans and Asian traders
from the Native Reserves by restricting them to orincipal
trading centres which would be established by PCY s din
‘ 3 . L. 48 .
monatittotion with respective Native authorities. By

L9944 the PC. Ematern  Province. aTile: implemented this

raegulation by confining Asionsg  to  princioal trading

~entres @along the Great Emst Road such asz Katete. Sinda.

Momwers and Nyimba. This policy also entalled limiting the
number of Asian stores at each princival trading centre to

these

‘T'
=
5
o=
N
i
&
3
By
.
port

Leave room  faor  Africans to estoblish storesg

wentres if they 0 wished. Menceforth all trading in the

, . B . 49
Moative Reserves was to be dome exclusively by aAfricans.
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wmolicy not to sell lan

bt to rent out

. 50 .,
bhasis. In view of

hanancy

asnians managed to

pmuarchmsed from Charter

Im furtherance  of

entroprenasur

Wihale. in 1945 Legoo

D OW T G Native authorit

approving applications for

im their resoective Native

smpoweraecd Native

pearticular an the

wre fudicial o

NMNative Reserves. Iin

africanisatic of tracds in

ot

reinforcing raci
Aauthorities

i the 19505 whsn

and  Asians booamne voery

L1951 APC resclved that “no

, B2

shoulad be  granted’ . I

armti-Asian attitudss

ction.

Im addition to the

african trads in

it ver:

o within Chipata to

ots

tradineg »l

purchass

Lanmd or

ancourasing
clmss
passed o
< g
non-aAfricas
Reserves,

asuthoritiss

Srournct s

ttve  rural

ist attituces

whao egan o veto

inter-racial

pronouncad. In

towmrds

Native

clear that it was Soverrnment

wrshilip to Asians

o them only on monthly

this policv. whatever Land

away  from the Townshie was

R g o
A

tve of tThe

i Northern Rhodesia

trading regulation whiach

% o taer responsibles for

ns Wishing to trade

51

I practice lLoegeo

e

veto Asian applicants in

thaat Anion business W

business in

Chidpata thi s wolicy o f

aremns plaved & role

towards aszians by Native

Anian applicants especially

~ivalry botwesn Africons

thisz regard the

new leamses for Indian stores

Asians in in & later

policy of Africaniszation of

Resoarves. price control
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reatly impingsed wupon Asian business.

Y
ad

reglations @also
The Govermment adopted Price Control Regulations as o
wartime memasure to deter anticipated profiteering owing o
shortagse of  btrade goods. This shortage of goods was

imports during thes

cremted by a share decling in
war which made Northern Bhodesia to be almost entirely
dependent on South Africm for its imports. Hn @ resull

ocaml produce from the Union [South africal rose in value

from 376,140 in 1934 to fﬁnéﬁ@ng?ﬁ ir 1943, while similar

I b in 1936

figures for Scouthern Rhodesia ross from fﬁu

53

o fﬁuaﬁﬁ.ﬁ?ﬁ‘ Nevertheless., imoorts from South Africa

e demand for btrade goods in

were insutfficient to me
MNorthern Rhodesin. Thus. in 1942 the government oreastoed
e Departement of Price Control which was charood Wit
e task of determining orices for traders to adhere to.sq
Prior to this date. traders themsslves determined the
wrices within the framewori of profit cormtraol

regulations.  According to Mulla,a trader fixed his wrloes
withim the profit margin rangse of 25-35%. Afteor the war
the Department of Price Control continued to operate in
arder  to kKeepr the orices of essentis goods Twithin

ssonable bounds’ through the mechanism of  bhoth wrioe

. 56 ) " » .
amd orofit control. Im 1947 the the PO made 1t very

o lesr thalt s

e Price Controller in Lusaka very carefully

works  out how much it costs to transport -
Vthe commodity | ore: the then fixes the
maximum price of goods. The storeksepeor ocan
211 for less than that price. but he cannot
11 for more ... If any person finmds @
trader selling at more thanm the fixed vrice he
ahould  report to the Police or  District
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s
1 L

Commiszsioner so that he [t

manisthed andd we gan stop traders scel

e fixed orice

Im Chipata orice control regulstions

[

by the trace i Lot at Lomw

st

Lond g LY

more

aders ocontravenin

Erder N T S S

roegulations or their Africom

Frofitesring was rife amona bobh siarm and
i spite of the price control resulations.
Wwerae selling oloth ot 2 shillines

mer vard instead of the nitrolled orics

58 . .
7 penee., African traders in

wmnd

[anie 2

particularly were overprl g cloth at

o
o

Eenoe oo vard whos whinolesmle price

Aassociation wasz one shilling and 4

Uhvipatoa. meraely warned  them that lice

Wwitharaswn 1f they <did not s

O held the view that ‘expulsion from the
e dntroduced as a more effective means

traders who contravens orice control
ontrast Asnians o prosecuted for o

Fruropean officials strictly snforced wrice

1Y P Y

asiarn  tradors  who. in CGEMBE. W e

&

wmrocuring  trade goods inseite of the

In 1943 nineteen Aszians were fimed a total

" L 61 .
for aoveroricing goods. In March

fined an undisclozsd amount for not mark

4

their goods. The following month were f

-

. 6z
mbout 112 pounds for overvricing.

trader |

pamaGa.,

regulations”

shorta

19247,

ing the pric

Twert v

carn be
1ing above

W
g price oconmtrol
cowuntersarts.
African traders

~3
£

)
)

In 194 they

angd 4 shillings

of one shilling

ey anty

!‘\AX\«)L i B sy
ashillings and &

The

waondld

AG may

of demling with

80

I
rafitesring os
regulations
proficient

soocls .,

of 4155 pounds

fiftesr wers

£
PSR

(=] g}

ined a total of

/ mix Asiars b
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meen fined o total of 1.0280 pounds between April and June
ard between July and September 16 aAzians were fined 94
molncl s for contravering price controal reguimtiana.ea
Mavertheless. price cortrol raegulations W laoraely
melpless as long as the shortage of goods persisted. Thitas
the PO observed that @ lobt more Asianz would have boesn
orosecuted 1if the police force had bé&n stronger and the

. C 4y . 64
african more willing to give sovidence.

“trict enforcement of orice control regulations on

,,..
3

Anian trader the townships culminated in organised
Aszian protest asainst what they considered govaernment hiah

faandecdne s s, T dmprisonment of @& Mre. 2. Patel in

prtember 1947 “for offering a bribs to o native constable

who had cauaht him evading the price Control Regulations

. . . . 6% R
was bthe immediate coause of this orotest. Anians olosed

&

their stores for @ waeok in rotest against the  Jail

sentance  in sarticular and the stringent orice control

regulations in seneral. This closure of stores areabtly
inconvenienced Africans who.o in fact. did not symeathize
with Amiar3.66 Jasat and afohan were the Asian | leaders
11 e townshin and Kazimule rospectively. This

Organised Asian eprotest did not only demonstrate Asion
ability to associate politicamlly to advance @ common
sauss but it also exposed the intra-community altercation
which found exepression in the dissension between JTasab and
afohan. Afghan oand his followsrs had re-opened their

stores on being assuresd by the Administratiorn that the
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Govermmnent: would review the regulaotions to the diszples

f Jasat who wished o orolong the orotost. O 12 Ausust

Jasat and his follows atbtacked Afahan and his followers
who had come to pray abt the moszaus in the townshio. Iin the
srsuing fight one of Afgahan’ s susporters was shobt dead amd
" . 67
Jomsat . Dy @ il glos! Murmshd ware chuargad Wity muar e,

Nevertheless. snians succeadsd i registering their

agrisvances o the adminisztration.

O the whole, the shortage of goods coreated @
trading boom for Asian traders particularly becouse they
succeedad in cornering the cloth markst, An o result.
aduring the 1946 tobacco zeason T several thousands  of
pounds - e to £5..000 at the beginning of the week - Wy

fancded in daily st the  bank. ma i nly by the  Irndian

o ]

, 5

shorakeepars ... 0 . The war period was characterised. as

waEr s Mormally are. by shortage of goods whicoh gave rise to

prrofiteering inseite of the orice control regulations.

The shortaogs o f Goadcds mlao inf luenced e

sovernment o support Africosn traders in hwo eractical

LY S Firstly. oduring the war the government acted @s @

buisine by dmeorting goods to

€000 et
a2 le mgent for Asian”

zell mainly to African traders. In 19440 for example. the
govermtmant bought 2.000. 000 vards of oloth to thse valus of
FEQOQ pounds for the purvose of supklving the generally
itmpoverished African traders in Northern Rhodesia as oo

Wwhole. Fraom this consignment. Eastern Province received
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sloth worth 2.500 pounds from which Pa =tauke and Chipata
received shares worth 1000 pounds  cach and the remaining
share worth 500 pounds went to Lundazi. There e then
118 african traders in Chipata. 109 in Potoukse and 44 In
Lundazd at the time so the shares were proportionate to the

. . . 59
mumber of traders in each district.

secondly. @t the end of the war the government

e African trocders to faorm b traders’

mesociation wid ch embarked or purchasing Gonds From
suppliers an the Copperbelt as well o irt Soubthaern
rodesin seeing that socods wers nob easily forthcoming
from  the Asian  to the African trader R shortases
sersisted into the immediate post-war pariod. I fac it
wms  government policy at bthe end of the war to promote

siations amora Africans Fin gl co-operative

traders’

winolesmlors., The Fort Jomeszon Traders Aszsociation was

formad im 1945 with an Administrative Officer as Chiadrman

s 4t ook over from the aAdministration as wholesale
" L. 70

moment for Africon btraders. T smome oxtent the above

mensures made it possible for African troaders Lo procours

acods  during  the duration of the  shorbtage of goods.

ation failsd to

f=N

However. in the final analvsis the assoo
succensfully  compste  with the long established Aszian

wholesoler.,

Anian business was also affected by the customs and

tﬁriffm of MNorthern Rhodesia as all as the creation of



e Federation. The oustoms toriffs of Norithern Rhodesia
aenerally orovided for preferential rates for the aoods

ariginating from the Empire. Locally produced goods from
Southoert Rhodesia and South Africa were not subisct to
customs duty owing to the Customs WUnion Toariff Agreement
. . ! . 71 ) ;
Wwith Southern Rhodesia and  South  Africa. In 1947
stistoms duty  on ranential e Tutulel:S asuch  as  foodstuffs.
Blankets. colobthing and foobwear wers suspended to provide
some relief against thes rising cost of  living. In the
1950s Federation emeraged as a single customs area so trade
etwesr South Afrioca and the federation becams sublject Lo
tariffs. Jmeat observed that in 1954 the Federal
aovernment  inmtroducesd 10% tardff on United Kinaedom (UK)
sd South Africon goods and 20% on others. bulb cloth from
. . . . N 74
India bore the heaviest duty of as murh as 50%° For
tiis renson he asserted that dubties “on certain goods

cxemmotily coristamed tyy Africans wer e exorbitant thas

comtributing to the hian cost of livin

The Aslan trading class succeadad i mchieving ]

tremendous growth inspite of the foregoing customs

2.3 GROWTH OF ASIAN BUSINESS AND POPULATION, 1935-1964

Irm this section I will demonstrate that growbh of
the Asian trading class was influenced by three major
factors. Firstlyv. established Aszian traders embarked on
satablishing branches of their Chivatas business in the

wmrincioval trading centres alg the Graant: Emnt Road.
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~conadly. there ocoured am influx of both male and female

immigrants into Chipata carticularly between 1935 and
L83, Thiradly. the most enteroriszing Asian emplovees
started establishing their own businesses in the Indion

oarter as well as in the orincival trading centres.

Asian traders werse able to spread into principal
trading centras i g} the Great Fast Rood beoouss
considerable business was onsible with the travelling
public @ =& result of greatly dimproved communication
metweer Chipata and the raill line which gave impetus to
increasaed incoming and oubtgoing human and cargo traffic.
Furthesrmore since trading centres were established very
close to areas of highest concentration of population.
considerable trade in essential gomdﬁ was also posaible.
Sinda. for examele, was situasted near Chisf Kawaza s area

. . . 74
Wwhiioeh comprised 325 villages.

The inmitial expansion of Aszisn business into the
princival  trading centres  was spearheaded by leasding
traders suceh os Jasatb. Meman and DudhimnTS The qgeneral
sattern of this exponsion was thoat an established trader
irm Chipata embarked on setting up a chomin of stores in the
trading centres more or less as tho European trading firms
had done din the early period. Thareafte e sot about
importing relatives from India to serve as shop assistants
i the newly established branches. Since he had exterrnal

Huisiness cormnections ond sufficient capital. the leadins
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trader was in @ position bo procure goods for his astorss.
For example. botween 1933 and 1937 Mussein Muhoamed and
dasat of Kazimule sucoeedeoed in  establizing business
connections with Caufman and Song. @ Jewiszh  firm  in
Salisbury. from whom they obtoined goods. They used to

hdre & truck to freight goods to Chipata via Tete.
Similorly. they established business cormections with
whiolessale agencies in Nyvaszoland. Aciditionally. thsy wers
ordering goods  from the Unite d  Kinmgdom  and India.?e
Conseauently. this firm emergsd os one of the leading ones
in retosil and whoselase trade in Chipata. Whiarn  the
partnershic bet ween Jasat and Muhomed broks ue. Jasat
satablished his own firm at Koazimules which succeeded 1in
areating @ network of stores ocovering Katete, Sinda.
Kawera. Old Petauke. Minga and Mugubudu between 1938 sl
i2a2. By 1947 he held 14 general dealers licences and had

imported 29 persons - apart from members of hiszs family

, 77 . e . .
amolovyess’ . He also diversified into s lage

transeort and maize buving. At this stage he had becoms
the epitome of an Asian businesszmanm in Chipats. In lo48
e moved to the Indian Quarter where he erected trading
7 .
wremises valued at 600 pounds., Althoush there is laock
af  evidence pertaining to the rise of other leading
traders like Surmdi. Memar and Dudhias. it is elousible to

wropose that  the Jaosat case examplifies the genersl

. . , . . s 79
mEmtterr of expansion of Asian business il Chipatsa .
Mitah and Company oreasted o network of ztores covering

Milambe and Katete and Nomanm and Brothers had done  the
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same  dn Chadiza. Kavualamunaon., Msoro  and Mwmngmzineo In
fmet Aszion firms became involved in intenss competition
Wwith each other to expand into the trading centres, As o0
sl sian Iraders had eenetrated all the principal

trading cermtres in the provinces at  the dawn of the

Fedeoeration.

This growth of Asian busirmess mesant @ bia demand
for Asion shop labour on the part of leading traders. A
Fo) eallt the leading traders wers alzo naior sponsors of

Asian emplovees. THus

b

those coming in the 19305 and aftter ware
L1 smolovess sporsoraed by e
& whico  were alreacdy establishe by
this tnmw. They woutld open branch&a i
remots areas and &p&n send newcomers o man
fihe mew branches.

Muhaned  Dava. who cocommes to Chipata in 19382 as a shop
asmploves ot the age of 18 vesmrz., explained that thsre

i st ed o ‘Permit Sy stem’ arrangsment uncier whiioh

sotabhlished Asion traders could imeort shoe labour from

rict

M

This meant that a trader obtaingsd a ermit from
e goverrment for relatives or friends he wanted o coms

[

mrd wordk  for him. The dimmigrants wused this

73
3
Py
o ol

svidercs that they had secured smplovment  dn Northoern
“Ehodasia. Thusz many  Aszian emploveess came  into Chipata

under this arrangement s

i

There was @ O Permit Svstem’ for the
voungsters wiﬁhing o WO in Nortiern
@hodesia. M. I, RBobat sent me a psrmit as

iy elder brother was already working for
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Mim, When I came to Chivata 1.8, aman. @
aood frisnd of Bobat. boocame my boss. oryomy
steamer there were between 20 to 20 bovas
aoing o work ﬁﬁ; different in
MNorthern Rhodesia

rmit was necessary aomuse the economic te

[gTlw
Dogun to be vigorowsly applisd oz 2 aualification for

wedm i

ion of Anions to Northern | RBhodesin, Maniira

contirmed that the government wanted intending immigrant

o prove  they had  secured emelovement ar that ey

P e . 83
sossessed swfficient monesy to initiste o business.

Aavallable stotistics demonstrate that the exponsion of
asian business in the post-depression periocd effected
Asian  demographiic growth in the district owing to  =&n
influx of  Aszian immigrants. Betwesen 1930 and 19852 the

. : o4
population grew os follows—.

L9231 a7
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1951 w07

ver the given eriod the aAszian population grew by 366,
Inm fact this growth included females and ohildrenm. In
1937 there were 55 males. 4 females and & ohildren. By

L9250 there were 145 males. &5 femmles

et 292 ehildren as
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e higher proportion of males in the population
wms e to the influx of bachelor smoplovaes. For exomple
af  the 46 immigrants who came  to  Chipata in 1944,
thirty—-five were adult males. 10 adult females: and one
aivi lad. The provincial Newsletter for Doocomber obsierved

that "almost Wwithout exception  they arrive Foa o show

sistants or families of traders. Most of them hope to

i . , B6
owhn bthedr busineszses eventually’. It wasz @ common

mractices for o marrisd smploves to leave his family behind
s leosd a family Life only after he had seoured amole

get

3

inecoms to pay the paszsage of hisz family as ell as

Lts subseauaent maintenance. The dizproportion in soxes

megen to be considerably reduced by the 1285Q0s owing to the

immiagration of females coming to Join Their spouses.

The influx of male Asian immigrants was controlled

by the Federal Immigration Act of 19%4 as it was familios

af Asiams alreoady domiciled in the Federation who began to

v admitted in Northern Rhodoesia curing this time.,

Mevertheless @ natural dincreases of  the population was

mlready underwvay and by 19542 the Aszion copulation in
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» , a7
RO composed of the followinag:.

(52
o

Chiipata had grown
MaLES FEMALES

TOWNSHIP 164 124

MLIRAL 234 L7

TOoTAL Iog 202

Five vears later the Townshic population increased from

o . - . o a8 . N
= in 1954 to ZHB0 in 1951, In @ml)l the arowbh in

sopulation arising from  immigration coincided witty e

eriod of accelerated oxponsion in asion business and 4 Tio

imflux of shop assistants betweoen 1938 and 1952 marked

soveiml differentiation in the Aszsian

e otratsn of @ few Asion emplovers and o larse body of

e L oy e

I addition to the expansion of businsss

Asian  ITraders. agrowth  of Asian business was

further encouraged by the fact that in the 19405 and 1950

e most entererising Asndan emsloyens

imereasingly set up trading enterpriszes of
fomct some of them established sntervriszes which soon bogan
te expand into the principal trading centres to compoteo
Wwith the pioneer trading enterprises. Others wore setting
up stores in relatively remote trading centres to ovode
stiff competition in the princieal trading <centres., To som
mrtermt . the  stores whiick the former snholovees wero
sastabhlishing W e filling (W iw) reoom oroeateaed by e
immigration to Southerrn Rhodesia of some of the leading

traders such @s Meman ang afaban dn the 19505, This was
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wossibhle due to the fact that during the Federation Southern
Fhodesia orovided a lot of trading investment
coportunitios. By L84 former emeloyaas ceame t

S

constitute @ sizeoable oroportion of asian bDusinesazmen in

*

Chioamta., Dave observed that. at first there Ware fow
bosses as  the madority of Asions ara  omplovess., &t

independencs s Lot o f Aol ars Wi wers Wworker s it

ished theidr own businesses. - There @arae many Hoo

H

8o

oW anad very  few  asian workers The ohangse from @

Handful of  leading asian traders to a wroliferation in

..... =mmll  traders accelerated the growth of Asion business

etwesry 1940 and 1964,

This proliferation inm small traders also marked

seliaml differentiation in the Asian trading class among

three stratas as small traders come to constitute @
distinet strata from omelovers and emplovees. The leading
traders were the major emplovers of labour bub the small
traders essentially relied on family labour. Asian labour
tried to erngmee in trade unionism in the 195035, Fo

axammle, dn 1950 Aszian workers attempted to form a trade
urniorn in order to fight for better working conditions.

The process of emplovees turning into traders continuesao

{)

unmfolading in the post-coloninl ora.

The proliferation: in small traders also effected o
marked sporead of Asziansg into Chivata rural. Around 1931

mlimost @mll the 37 Aszians rasided in the townshico but by
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1946 there were 99 Aszians in the townshin and £2 0 in
CUhiivata rural. Five vears later theres were more Asians in

. , . 90
Chipats rural thoan in the townshis as shown below.

MaLE FEMALE TOTAL
TOWNSHIP 118 73 191

FLIRAL. 1332 83

4]
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N
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Tus arowth in Aszion business and population was marked by

meretration of Chipata rural by asian traders, This

situmtion orevailed till the sconomic reforms of 1968,

2.4 FACTORS THAT INFLUENCED THE EMERGENCE OF FORMER

EMPLOYEES AS TRADERS

The arowth of asion business was hastened by the

increass in e ruimb e o f former smeloyeass turning

themselves into traders., Thisz was bthe oase bocause the
most enterprizing emplovees ventured into business after

working for ot lesst three vears during which time they

Pt moauiired sufficient axperiencs arcl HoOMme initial
campltal. To make it in trading, the wpcoming trader had

o triumeh over the constraints of insufficient capital,
small turnover and hord conditions of life eszpecially in

e rural aroas. I this section I will demonstrate that

te 4
-
e

oredit svatem. intra-community aszsistance., portnershio.
experience, frugality. strong character asz well as the

racislly stratifisd economic fFramework W oruciol
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famctors in the progression of o shoe assistant into @

tracier .,

The coredit system encouraged the risze of @ shop
measistant into o trader because an incdustrious embloves
Wwith insufficisnt capital could o into business by
relying on the corecdit svatem orov dev by the sponsors in
marticular and leading traders in goneral. It should be
sheerved that unlike the pionser traders who started off
from sering-boards of relative affluence in Nyasaland, the
strats of  former emelovess started off with little
capital ecarned while in the emplovment of  sponsors in
Chioota. Mulla., for sxample. set ue an enterprisze of his
own by relyving on easy oredit term facilitieszs in the form

K

af goods provided by Meman. He emphasised that every Lf

ame did not have capital. he could set e his own busine

by relving on the oredit system orovided by rich Indians.

00 pounds worth of goods at that time could fill up a big

N . ;9
store with all kinds of goods’. Sponsors  themselves
were keen o render help o thair former emplovees.

Mawere observes that:

There was muich coopaeration among Indians in
matters of trade. It was in very fo
instoances that an uecoming trader failed in
busineszs since his rich relatives alwavs
wropped him ue by giving him goods on oredit
to repay bit by bit. Jasat., Adams and afghaan
made poor Indians rich in this wavy. Their
cooperation 1z @& secret: outsiders are not
slpposed to know. I came ga krow bhecause I
worked for Afghan Brothers
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at this stage internecing trade rivalry among Aszians was

..... superseded by intra-community cooperation. Dava confirms

9
O
F

that “co-operation among Asians was vary good, The

Indians like Patel were helping poor ones by selling on

wary  egsy oredit terms. Aniong were helping each other

wary o mue . Furthermore. sponsors - are  renting  out

trading premises o uecomi g traders ory reasonabhle
9 . .

ferms. Intra-community oo-operation was oenhanced by

cloze family ties botwsen the rioh sians and the upcoming

traders  bocouse  the  pormit svyastem revolved around @

tightly knit extendesd family network. The majority of the
Asians  in Chipata today trace their arigin to Surat

district of Suiarat because the principal SEONSOM S
aoriginated from there. Similarly., several others trace

9
their origin to Kubteh andg Bawchi.

The sponsors rendered  support o their  former
s=mploveess for both szsocial and esconomic reasons. Socially.,
the sponsor derived ores txqc from amssizting his former

amplovees 62 they looked wup to him asz a aocdfather.

5)

Foonomicnmlly., proliferation in small traders meomnt
increasod wholesale business for the sponsor. In turn.
the former smolovee cerived economic advantages by
maintaining business connections with his SROMHOr.
Firstly., his sponsor would take o personal interest in the
sucecess of @ trader  indebted to him by offering thim
management and fatherly advice. Socondly. tho wupcoming

trader obiained goods from the sponsor on flexible oredit
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terms. An @ @eneral rule. Asians weres nob charging

apoear o have

intersst and, so far. only the Khamis

95 . R
baoer choraging  interest  in 1912, In Chivats Asians

acdhered to the Islamic ethic which prohibits charging and
receiving interest since they are @ fundamentalist Sunni

o

arour who are strict followers o f the Koran.

imtro-comnunity assistance wasz also wvossible since bthers
was amele room for expansion duse to the eoconomic arowih

tmking olace among Africons in the area. Im @mll kKinshie

83

was the cornerstone of the oredit systeom amnong siars in

Chipata.

Trading firms in Southern Rhodesia also orovidsd

credit facilities through =ither travelling salesmen or

e mail order, Travelling salesmen  from

rgencieos or firms din Saliszbury and Bulawavo brousht along

=amplen of goods for amle andad traders could placse orders
o oredit terms of up to 180 davs with the salozmen who

Wt ol e arrang o £ their freiaht o Chiipata,

O

Trade could alszo order goods on oredit terms straloht

from Southern Bhodesia by maill order., Thatoher armad Hobson
was bthe major freight agonay. Additionmlly. well-stocked
local wholesalers couwld deliver goods to the doorsted o

. . . 2] .
traders situated in easily accessible areams Freight

[

mosts weres oredited to the recivient who, Iin turn, passsed

ot

or the oozt o tho consumer, It appesrs that intere
ciarged. i1f any. by suppliers was affordable considoring

that my rescondents cdid not dindicats fthis to bhe & sources

ot bhedir business  burdens. In famct the oredit system



amcourased o speirit of competition among sian  traders
mn each trader worksd sxbremely bhard in order to settle
hie debts. Morsover. the travelling solesmon gove good

management ascvice to a regular buver boonuse o WEE Saware

of the Tact that his eptors  bankruptcy  oould earn of

lozs to the supplier, at this stage it has bhoesn

tamliahed that the coredit svystem was @ crucial factor in

e rise of the generally undercapitaliszed former cmplovess

o btroaders.

Partnershie was another factor important in the
mise of former emplovees as braders. Partnershiis becoams

e major form of busine

amorng former amplovess

CEase
it ollowsd undercapitalised traders to raise thelir capital
ase by eooling their resources tmgath@ﬁ. With sufficient
cmeital  pwt  together by partners it was possible o

sotablish or rent several stores moanned by family labour
wmrovided by the mﬁrtnera,gg An @ result  the former

smplovees began to uwuse male children as shop labour on an
incraasing sonle. Partners were ther brothoers or very

mlose friends because partnership worked on the basis of
trust ever though leogml documents wers  drowrm o, Bruara
confirms that it was rare for brothers o friends in
partnershis to disagres to  the detriment of  their

bhusine

50 long as trust constituted the cornerstons of
10 - } . .

tive partnershio. Gradunlly @ artnershie dissolved whan

=moh of bthe poartners had carned enough to establiszh his

oW business after sharing the aszsets. Thereafter most of



family firms. o agams e tobyver
ana  Patel culminated into

and his voung brother. Mohamad.

ard his cousin. $. Doava.

Wl

them eatablished
sartnershiec between Dava

g oty
Xk

vartnershie among D@
Meman
Latar

working for
of them also

jatidid gl
2ok, ot
WS @m crucial . factor

it

Partnerashiin
\ s Docouse

who hamd
working in Ma

Wwo hwad bheen

foundead family firms
i the ime of fornes snoelovess  as
nrovided one  avenus  through  which  they  ocould raise
sufficient copital to trade on @ larger W 5
for one undercapitalised trader.
de Wwas

wossible
i African  trac

sion  of experiencs
former emalovess

‘e'.'.') L BBt i

acauired

o . Emoh of the
e in African trade
e Experiencs

mion side of

persunding

crucial fact
meant @

arother
mossesased sufficient exveri
working for his

of  the

of  the kknow-how

competence and personsl
p o}

st o
Y

while
compination

COMMErCe . charm in

well as Wwin the goodwill of @

the  sponsor

o buy as
i of the

Avprenticeshi
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wracth
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cristomear
acauainted with the
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emploves., already knsw.
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aporopriate business methods they ubilised in

-
P

winnimg over the oustomers varticularly whan goods  were

ilv avallable (N Fa gl mbhase la. price bargaining et
. 103

micongole (oredit sales) . After @& oustomer purchnsed

aoods . The tradsr goave i or her mbasela which the

recipient understood to be o gesture of gemerosity on the

pamrt of the trader. This mbasels was given in ths form of

Chikondomovolsweet bhunsl. Lumes of sugar  or salt or

itombalalhead-dress ) to onge who had bought o big item

104

Like & chre It was necessary for traders to portray

@ bernion  image because compebtition was veary  stiff  in

wmrincipal troading coerntres el ate) trade Wary mlow in

~elatively remots orens., In the firs lace Africans were

ko

targely ocoosional ahoppaers owing to the oot it

sants  earned their income seasonally. Thugs  ammus

trading booms coincided Wwith the dry season when peonsoants

marketed their orops. In the rainy ssason. urnover was

wary alow ms trade ocoured mainly in dirve neceszsitiess such

s salt. paraffin., motches and soap rather than items with

@ higher orofit margin like clothes.

v the orincical trading centres and the townshiop
stift competition cowld lead to very low profit margins as
traders offered competitive prices to  the ocustomers.
Swulleiman recalls that there were almost 12 Asian stores
in Katete ares where he first worked in the early 1950s

. . R 105
mrd bthere were about six Aszions ot Sinda stop. AL W



- 98 -

reasult of  such @ constellation of stores intra-aAsian
rrading competition wasz stiff and profit margings were
menerally Low:

Faver when  Africans had monsy  turnover was

iow beoause these doavs  competion was wvary

3 Goods were plenty bul customers ware

fﬁw o hraders reduced their profit margin to

attract ocustomers. If vou were making 1 or 2

Dounds @ day vyou consicered vourszelf lucky. Big

..... stores could make between 3 and 4 pounds o day.

Because of this a few traders actually  went
pankruet and got enploved by rich Indiansg.

Meice bargaining worked on the basis of recducing

R T

wrofit margin. To the averasge ocustomer. the transaction

irvolving price bargaining used to corvey the impress

ttat the Asian trader could be talked into low prices.

Former esmelovess resorted to partnershic portly becouse

the bigger the trading enterorize the more competitive

mrrices it waszs able to offer.,

Celling on nkonoaols was one way of oromobting

sE e

sopecinlly in the rainy season when trade was very slow.

THe trader was not necessarily taking oo big risk

b \71

zelling on nkongole since the people were very honest and

107

ey @almost alwavs pald their nkongole. & customer

indebted to & trader burned out to be a regular one in the

sense that he would come back to szettle K

something elase on cash basis or nkongole.Inm this wavy

becams personally known to the trader and the trader

Faave regular customs capecially among zalarisd afric

i the townshio. Furthermnores., traders wtbtilised tailors

iz debt and buy

he

gl

cans

o
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mew  garments  for oustomsrs  in arder  to  attroct  women
ustomers particularly who preferred storas where they
could buy materials and then have dressos of their own
dAmsions made to those aslling ready-made  garmnsnts. It
mppears that  the Asion did not directly demand ssewing
charges where there was stiff compehition. Instend he
e loyed tailors specifically o
customers @s wWwell as garments to sell ready-mads  in the
mtorﬁ,loa Later I will demonstrate that oven thouah Asian
traders generally offerad competitive prices they did not

mesitate to profitesr in times af acute shortage of soods

~moe  during the war as well as the immediate

st -war period.

Frugality also plaved a  orucis raole in  the
mncendency of former smploveos O% traders as was the case
with the pionesring aAsiaon traders. athough the Africon
market had grown concomitantly with the asconomic growth of
tie @rem. thisz economic growbth was  unoven. THis  in
relatively remote areas where ofsh orop farming was sSlow
im taking root. the African market was also relatively smaoll
Traders who ventured to trade dn such aroas e no choiace
it o eke eut @ livimg from their enterorizes. Eor
axamele. Chadiza area offered slow musiness ocompared Lo
Mmtete arem  throughowt  the  vear  DoCRUse subsistances
fmrming predominated up to the 1950z and Africans carned
some cash sporadically largely by selling randioratts,

Tiis notwithstanding the trader suceesded in accumulation
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by mamintaining @ low standard of living. In fact business
sensr  dictated that accumulation would be possible by
reducing  consumetion and  increasing  saving meant for

irvesthment . Metl observes that

Crver tThe yveme I have nmt&ﬂ that compared
o Mis Afrl”‘n counterpart. the Indion shows
etter business samse. Ho was Willing to saot
ue stores in relatively remote areas becousa
e had patiecnce to wait for future result
Furopsans and Africans. for example. demanded
~mabh pavmernt  when  an Indian could  extend
oredit facilities andg wait for o month or Two
for the cash. A Indian wasz able to save
mecmise  in bthe bush  there was nothing to
smend his money on., Mﬂmnwh%%% e existed on
@ o very simples diet of rice.

Smving among Asions was influenced by frusality. T some
axtent. fundamentaliszt Islam ad oan indirect imoact  on

promoting frugality in the soense T hat it encouragsd

seeticism in life rather than indulgsnos., In essenca.

frugality was dictated by the business realities of bthe

time.

Stromg oharacter and a driving ambition to succoed
i trade also influenced the successszful rise of former
smplovees as traders. The fact that their praedecessor
mad become rioh in African trade acted oz o motivating
force to  the most ambitious emplovers to  succeed  os

traders, Emplovess were essent

B

ally voung men utilising

the permit system to coms to Northern Rhodesia with the

main objective of becoming traders by using sponsors s
111

ntepning stornes. The marked tendeney of Y OIS

immiarants meant thot the shop-assistoants were generally
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arergetic and entererising voung men immigrating for econo
~EOSONS Faor example. Muassa Dava came in 1934 at bthe age
wf 26 vears. The 1946 census for the whole country noted
ot about 53 to 54 percent of the Aszian immigrants were
im the age range of 20 to 35 vemra,ilz It iz generally
voung men of  strong  character who venturs from  their
motherlands to better their economic well-being. Writing
of  Lepbonese traders in West Africa,. Kanikil ranked voung
moc. strong character and a driving ambition to overcoms

moverty @z orucial factors which influenced the sucoess oOfF

113

L.ebane immigrants as businessmen. This observation is

largely trus for the Asian esmplovees in Chipats some of
whom had  failed to enter college after matriculation
i . . N i14
sxmminations due to lack of finoncial resourcss. Today
the strata of former smplovees pride themselves on having
miccesded fa Feo) traders e ouah sthheor ST ke wWiork .,
115 .

e SaN erEanes syt determination”. Ta the b4s19]ate!
immiagrant. trading was a career which orovided a source of

ivelihood and o decaent: 1ife, This it | g Yo bheon
demoristrated thot stromng coharacter and hish motivation

influenced e rdome o f tebve most enterevrising

sthop-assistoants as braders,

Tihe racially stratifisd economic structure also

influsnced the ascendency of shop-amssistants as traders

because the Northern Rhodesian goverrnment adhered to the

prractice of amplovying Africans o e minmor government:

reaucrats and not Aszians as was thoe caso in Nvyasaland,

Furthoermnorae. the railwavs angd  the mines ir Northern
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hodesia did not undertake massive utilisation of s danm
Labour. Imsmt observed that “the reason why Asiong wero
mainly employed in storekeeping WS that other
meportunities were more or less denied them“"316 This
meant  that  the ambitious Asian  immigrants  in Northern
frodesin had no choice but to pursue a career in troding.
Thus. the progression of o shop-assis ot into @ trader was
Lt luencad by & combination of the credit sy atem.

imtra-communal  assistonoes, individual resourcefulness as

well ms the racially stratified economic structurs,

2.5 DIVERSIFICATION OF ASIAN BUSINESS 1940-1964

iar btraders  wers  able o

The most sucoee

smbarde on diversification into haulage and oo

Setelalelole
transeort. tobaceo farming and  small-scale  toilloring
fmctaries from the lamte 19305 to the early 19560s In this
section I will examine the extent of diversification of
Asian business into trancort. farming and tailoring. I

will mlso examine why asians failed as tobacco farmers.

Tt iz Asian traders who initiated both haulase and
sEssenger transeort between the townaship and the outlving

sentres of  Chivata such as  Jumbe in the late 1930s.

tfransoort became an attrative business venturs owing to
e increasing Mamam @l ki alelel traffic between the

townshie and the evolving marketing centres in the outlving

e

%

Sreak of Chiipmta Fi 1o oris conseaguenee

most-drepression economic growth in the area. one of the
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smrliest Asians to oo into transport was Wel i Adoams who

utilized @ lorry to tranport both human and cargo traftfic

particularly along Lundazi Roaod, This troansport service

terninated when Adam died becouse the hedir was LToo young
. 117 R N .

o tales sver the  business: sundi also went  into

tranasnort  in the late 19303 which operated mobthe loocol

routes especially between the townshie ong Jumbe.,

L meal freiaoft transport was alszo initiated by Asions
laragely because the leading Asion wholesaler was compelled
oy freiaht goods he bought from his sources aedther  in
Nyasaland or Southern Rhodesia. Asian traders who did not
cwn traneort of their own could hire a lorry from a fellow
Asnian for the purposzs of freighting their goods, By 1939
Jasat Had acadired @ lorry which was utilised in
freighting goods from  exbternal  suppliers as  well as
mEuling maize ke bought from the surrounding villages to
z=ell din the tmwnghiw.ils Later some of the Buropsan
fmrmers  Wers hiring fHis lorey bto freijeht thelr oroduce
trom their  farms  to  the townshio, However., Asion
diveraification inmto transcort was unsuccessful by the

12505,

The failurs of Asion diversification into transeort
ol be attributed to thiree major reasons. Firstlyv. Asianz
were excluded from the Great Easst Road route as Thatcher
mmd Hobson had secured @& monopoly from the government on

this routs, Troansport business on this route must have
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o relatively profitable awitriag to the rise in human @

cargo traffic between Chiloatao ana the line of rail. THeas
Timtoher and Hobson did not welooms competition ms this
wauld have resulted in reduction of their business on this
route. Mowere recmlls that the Adminis ration moade  ib

wary olear to Zilole and otlers that thelir busoes showuld

amly operate on the local routes and hot on the Great Emnt

,,,,, 119 . .
Fomc. Thus. Africans ond Aslans ware exoluded from the
Great East Road routs bheoeomuss e Government was promnob R et

the sectional interests of Duropedmn transport business atb

e expense of Asian and Africarn transport bhusiness.

1y Asiang faced compebtition From Silole. @

teacding African  trader diversifying from tbrading Ml

fmrming into transeort. on the Lacml routes. Inm the 19405

For s xomele. Surdi  was  facing  stiff competition  from

#ilole who had purchased a lorPpy  fraom o Asian ot £00Q
120 R . .

crealinal s Sometimes  Sundi and Zilole ware forced o

SMErS LPaBse or surrender passengers Lo aacth other

awirg to the fact that business wag very low o the loocal

121 s Sy
ot e s, It sppears that competition from Zilole Toroe

sundi to pull off from passenger btransport. Zilols
~ontinued in transport business and in 1955 he was running
P fowice-woekly reguil o service ethween Juimbe s b
e . 1zz , ‘

Chidpata . By the 19505 he owned threo Duaes. Ty fac
Hilnle sucoseded in becoming the leading transporter in th

district from the 19505 ue to the 196Us. This  Africom

23

competition mitigated against exponsion of Asian Lransoeor
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isine

THirdly. Asians also faced competition in haulage
transport from Zilole and the cooperatives. In addition

tey buses Zilole had bought two lorries for hire to houl
sroduce between the township and the marketing centres in
ites oublving aress. Im fact Ziloles was o registered
transeorter Wwith the cooperatives. Later the coopesrabtive
mlao  began  buving their own lorries  and  beocame  loss
dependent on hired transport. 123 As @ result Asioans began
e concentrate on freighting trade goods for their ztores
instead of hiring out their lorries for haulage business.
Therefore the colonial bios against Aszian competition iIn
transport business and non-Buropean  sxclusion  from the
relatively busy Great  Easzt  Road route . it favour  of
Thatoher and Hobsorn. as well @as Africaon competition om the
local routes contributed 1 the failure o f Asian

Aiversification into transoort.

Asiong also diversified into tobacco farming in the
wears immediately after the Second World War., Since the
meministration im the province adhered to @ policy of
discrimination against Asians in selling lond outside the
Indian Quarter. Asiang monaged  to  purchase land  for
farming  in two  wavs. Firstly. Asiaons were able To
surchase land from Charterland which embarked on selling
off its idle land to whoever had the mcn@inQ, Proseerous

Anianm traders who had gained from war time erofiteering
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this opportunity to purchass land from Charterland.

I 1946 Jasat spent well ove 2,208 pounds to purchass

oGk

125

land in Kazimuls. By Jaruary 1947

201, 489 acres of

:L;

four Asians had bousght a total of 10.600 acresz and three

26
Colovre el bought  £.500 acres. Two months later

127
mmother four Aszians bought 5,072 acres. Retweern 1946

amd 1947 Charterland sold well ove 20, 000 acres to Aslans

around Chipata and Petauke for farming purposes.

Seconcdly . Asians were able to acauirs  land by

Buving it from Europesans and Coloureds eselling land they

The 1947 Provincial

tand bought from Charterland.

Newslotter observed that

There iz & Big demand by wealthy Indisns for
Lamnct, Several BEuropeons have had good offers.

snd there are signs that some lond presently
mwned by Eurafricans (Coloureds] may fall into
frdiarn  harnds before long. though only one
farm of 1770 acresz 1 known

Furafrican owngsd
t ey hmvejagen bouaght by an Indian during the
auiarter.

At thisz time the Aszion demand for lond was o hish that
some of them were offering Europeans and coloureds Mionly

infloated prices. THWE .

recently offered
farm he had bouht
arc on which

mme of these BEuropoons was
2,000 pounds for a 200 asore
at 800 pounds: ecarlier rhaw year
e had cleared twentvy-five acress., Now  tThat
there is no North Charterland land avallable.
apelications for orownland mr@lbﬁing recoived
from the Furopsans and Indions.

M 1950 there were 18 Asians ownad farms in the provinee
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as & whole laragely situated in the outlvyin arens of
Chilpata moeaquiirasd throuiat tbve above ment ionad WEY 5o,

However., ten vears loter Aszian tobacoo farming had failled.

e though I do not have data to demonstrate the
woale of Asion tobaceos production. evidence on tobacoo
farming in the province shows bthatb Asian tobacco farmers
tiad mollmosedlin the province as a Wwhole by 1960, Between
1245 ang 1955 this was & result of inexpsrience and poor
managasment. In the suceeeding yveors toboccoo farming in
Fastern orovince collaopsed owing o a slump. Asiong wers
imexperienced asz tobacco farmers compared to the sethlers
mecausze they had been specialiszing in African trade from
the ecarliest times whereas Europscans had been specialising
in bobacco farming. Growing Virginimﬂflua ----- cured tobacco.
s export orop. demanded specialised management from the
seedling  stage up to the curing ond grading stages.

Becnouise of the specialis

‘)

rabure of Frowing
flue-—cured tobaceo. some of the Asians opbted to grow
e Ley tobacco which clemanded Less sophisticated

131 .
manasemnent. Daova confirmed ttats inexperiencs

. . . 132
contributed to the failure of Lobaceo farming.
Khanshab attributes the failure of aAszian tobacco farming
ey poor management in the sense of lack of sutparvision and

dedication to dutvy. Azians Wwere devobing more time to

african trode than farming evern though in the majority of

simns  purchassd  virgin loandg which had to  be

developed from scratceh and. 20 necded total involvemsnt
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mia olosze  superviszion of labour. At The same  btime
inexperisnced Aszion farmneors were competing with settlers
asble to offer relatively better working conditions to
their farm wowkeralaa. Settlers bad already set the
precedent of providing posho and paving workers in cash,
I contrast Asiansz persisted in ecaving labour in kind
irstead of cash which aAfricons oreferred. In fact aAsians
were qgenerally considered bad smplovers by both Africans
amd European officials  lowrgely because the prosperous
settler and the company owned farm offered better working
concditions tharn the nascent aAsian  farmer. Moreover.
asnians hact to contend with the oroblem of [oInlnis
communications bécmu%c their farmsz were mostly situated ot
great distances from Chipata and Petauke in comparizon to
faropean farms  situsted at  short ‘distances from the

134
Domas .

arother factor whicoh contributed to the failure of
Asian tobacco farming wasz the tobacco slume which hit
Faastermn  Provinece  in the mid 19505 resulbing i the

swentual oollopse of tobacco Tarming in Eastern Provinoes.,

the poorly managed aAzian farms must have collawsed mors
racidly than the Europecoan farms. This collavsze orsated
" Oom for the rise o f small-seale African farmers
specialising in Burley and Turkish tobacco for consumotion
i Northern Rhodesia rather  than Virginia flue-ocured
tobacco which was aon gxport  orop., Having failed in

tobacoeo farming. Asians concentrated on African brade and
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started diversifving into tailoring firms.

They began to diversifty into tailloring firms in the

amrly 1960s becomass ey DOBBeHRec amole financial

reEsourcss carnsd from African trade and goverrment polil

inm the area was directed at shnecouraging the oremtion of
monutacthuring industries. For exasmple. in 1957 the PC for
tihe provincs hact proposed establishing secondary
industriess in ordesr to promobe industrial development in
the mrea,ias The favourabls attituds and a market for
wlothes owing to rising sconomic propsrity among africans

made tailoring firms o sound business ventures, By losa
atel had established a Tailoring firm known s Central
African Mmhufn¢tur“rw,136 This company had o market not
wrly in Eastern Province but also in Nyasaland. Such @
Business venturs was & respons to the felt need soseing
that the area wasz almost entirely dependent on distant

mlaces such @s Bulawavo and Salisbury for its trade goods.
Moreover. African tailors ere  ocheaply available. Iin
L4954 . for example, African tailors emploved by Asians in

Lundazi had gone on strike to demand for higher pay but

asertiially returned o work  or wers reglaced at o old

137

rates. Thiree other firms in this line of business woers

. . 138
satatlished o or e 19564, Furthermoars,

civersification into travel asgencies. harclware, motor
wahicles spare arts. construction. stationervy. bhutochery.
restaurants and haulage transport ook place i  the

most-colonial veriod.
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.6 CAUSES QF AFRICAN ANTI-ASIAN ATTITUDRES IN CHIPATA,

Anti-Asion attitudes in Chipata and the orovinces as

@ o Wwhole becoams widespreasd during the soven years of worm as

Wwall @s in the vears immediately mfter the war. Prdor o
the war there was no overt conflioct botween Asians  and
acfricorns. In fact it appesrs that initislly rtroditional
rulers were not agalsnt Asions and Buropsons setting wup
shores in their =a “*f.lag But during the war Africon
traders. the olerical olass. traditional cohisefs ando to
some oxtent poasants. developed anti-Asian attitudes. The
amti-Asian attitudes corvstallised and becams entrenched
among Africans in the veoars immediately after the war.

mothis section I will sxamine the causes of anti-Asian

abttitudes among difforent

O
oot
s
i
&
g{ 33
&

f  Africans. name ly
afriomm tramcler s, h s T clerical class andd traditional
reutl e, I will demonstrate that competition in african

trade. acadiszition of  land by sians and an Influx of

Asian  immigrants to  Chipata ere  the causes of  the

~velopment of racism towards the Asians among africons.

In  the 194Q% African  traders had amerged Fiaed

onomic rivals with Asian traders in African trade, This
ivalry was accentuated by the war-time scarcity of good:
in the provinces which hit the African traoader more than the

Asian  trader for several roasons. Firstly., tho asian



- 111 -

WG absle e ) alelwli als, Goocls freom Southeasrm

sincs e adeauate financial resources
@ o well @s his own bransport to freight the goods he

mucceaded in scouting for. Due o the shortase of goods

mt this time. Ler first supplised his own

rietwork of stores. then

traders tied to him by
etamine of  oredit  and kinsthdio and African traders wero

considered last. I thisz situatior

African traders found
it difficult to meauire trade goods from the Aszlan who was
their traditional source of goods. Mareover it bocans &

general oractics for Asians to dump slow saelling stock on

tie African by conditional selling as the Afrlcan was
miwars hungry for trade soods, Conditional szelling was
ame  conscauence of the soarceity of popular line goods.

THias s

The trader has found difficulty in

; vimg the demandg for the more popular
= iz apt to bocome himself saddled
smlonble aoods by his OW

whio, in hisz bturn dis often unable

from the mponufacturse uhat e

waant s wnthnut tmflhg auantities of goods he

aAid not want.

Frrthermors, the Sndanm trmcior W cornducting

Luarative trade in populasr ling goods such as oloth, pots
ad pang on account of war-time profiteering. Becouse the
Asimn wholesaler was 9iving preference to fellow Asians in
supblying trade goods. African traders came bto resent

Asimms  in general on the grounds  that they were oty

interoste d ir exploiting aAfricanms and  not i helpir
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, . 141
indigenous traders.

African traders Wi ponsessed mmem e
financial resources and their own traseort such s Ziloles
could only manage to procurs groceriss but not oloth in
Smlisbury and Johmnesbure bhecause Asians had cornered the

142
o hoth market.,

¥t

t odis likely that Aszians succeeded in
cornering the olobh market by entering into “gentlemesn’s

qureament s’ withh their long =atabhlished supplisrs as

143 ) s
Miracle  demonstrates on the Copperbelt. Asnians. unlike

atricans. had developed busziness relaotions with external
supbliers due to their esrly start in frading as well as
oredit worthiness. For example Pelletier of Ndola and
Carters of Chipata oreferred long stoanding Asian traders

144 .
o the nasceent African traders. Racause Aslans

e

i

swicceaded in cornering thes cloth market. aAfrican traders

cmmme to resent them for bheing solfish traders.

Thirdly. wholesaling by the government as o woare
time measure and by the Traders’ Association in the
immediate post-war veriod was inadequate for thse needs of
African tradoers. Moreover. some of the cloth supplied by
the agovernment found its way intoe Asian hands in two wars

th Africansz on

P

“Since the government was doing business w

wmah bas some of the African traders ere purchasing

e
i

wloth from  the govermment in collaboratin with Asiaon

traders who had readily available cash. Others were sellin

wlothy they had bought from the government at inflated

145 R N .
prices. These practices contributed to the high priceos
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of cloth., Goods supeliced by the Traders’ Association were
ot anough for the needs of African traders in Chicota
im spite of its =fforits to procure sufficient goods from

extermal sunelieors. In 1947. for ecxample. althoush the

“Secretary had travellsd to the Copperbelt and Southsrn

Ehodesia to order goods and the Chairman had conducted

4

“woluminous correspondence with wholessale firms’ to seoure

orders. they manasged to securs only goods o ths valus of

. 146 . . . . .
SO0 pounds., The association mainly dealt in groceriocs

ince asians had cornerasd the cloth market. The lack of
agoods among African btradersz meant that they lost even the
meagre turnover they had been able to realise prior to the
war when it was relotively ecaszsier for them to buy goocds
from the local Asian wholesoler., I Musubticha., for
gramele. four Africans closed their ﬁkmr@a owing to lack
ot bobth capital and goods. In the whole area only ‘ona
auite well rum African store belonging to Jackson Kamurnouw’
tutacd survived Asian commatition.lq? African  tracders
menerally failed to survive aAsion competition dus to the
following reasons. Asian stores wers more popular than
atricon  stores because they offeored a wide range of
material at competitive prices. The Asioan trader was ables
o undsrsell hisz African compstitors since he enjoved ths
movoantage of economies of soole by buving his goods in
taalie, But the African trader who bought  in small
auantitiss from the Aszion wholesaler and sometimes from
e Aszion retailer at retail orice with 10% discount.

. . . . , 148
sverpriced his goods in order o reaslisze a oprofit. o
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e whole the inadeauancy in the supely of goods plaved @

significant rols in retarding the development of African

usiness  as we l ol s encourasing the ceve lopment of

mrti-Asian attitudes among Africon traders,

e ceve lopment: of anti-asian attitudes EHROIMG
sfrican  traders  was  encourased by increased  eoconomic

rivalry owing to the proliferation in both Asian  and
Africmn stores despite the shortags of aoods. The hiaoh
Mdeath roate notwithstanding, African stores increassd from

149
1930 to 135 in 1947. In March 1947 the mumber of

. . . 180
shores ir the district werse given asz follows.

TOWNSHIP TRADING QN NATIVE TOTAL
FONES FARMS RESERVES

AHSTAN 28 a7 72 - 144

£

AFRICAN N 133 1

{n
o

ELRDPE AN e 15 -

B
0]

e following vear African stores increased from 136 to

L78. 2y 1953 there were 424 African stores in Fort

Jommeson. In the township Africanm tradersz had riszen from

three in 1947 to 21 in 1985, Asian stores from 35 Lo 47

o er the Some variod. Thuis . there oocurrecd F
remarkable  growkh  in the African entreprensur olass  in

rrading whoss members were essentially trade rivals witity

Anians in the post-Second World War pericd in Chipata.
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e proliferation in African stores particularmly
immediately after the Second World War was encouraged by o
migh  propensity  among  the ex- askari to wventure into
trading. Everr though I do rnot have data to demonstrate

e soale of the ex-askari strato of traders. colonial

)

raports nobted that ex--askari generally  ventured into
raasine owing to the fact that they possessed financial

resources sarned while in the army. For exampla. in 19465,
¢ mur-Hundred  and forty-six ex-—askari in Eastern Prov rimce
received betweon 20 and 30 pounds sach. By Septombar

1946, one thousand nine hundred and seventy- five were pald
. 152 . . .

5 7ED pouncds in total. At thia time it wasz sovernment

nolicy to  give preference to  the ex-as5ka ari who were

interested in venturing into business @s  onge way of

heleing them to reseohtle. THiis, some  of  the most

srterorising ex-askari in Eastern province ventured into

trading.

The sx--@akari zhrata of traders olayed o

significant role in exacerbating onti-Aszisn attitudes

imce their attitudes were influenced by their volitical
re-awakening resulting from the war experiences. The
sx-mnkari trving hard at trading also suffered from Asian
competition. Some of them  tried to avoild direct:
competition with the Asisn by trading far away from the
princical btrading cesntres. For examples. in Sinda they set
un atores far  away  from  Aszian stores across  kapoohe

. 153
Hiver., Nevertheless most of them went bankrupt boeoause
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Mard trading concditions. Furthermore., African

W
-+

cwustomers oreferred Asiansg abt Sinda. This meant  that

sy-egmakori traders began o exwress economic rivalry with

asions in racish terms. R

a

>1am Wit carticularly
pronouncsa  among  the ex-askori who had fousht dn Asian
territories such @z Burms because  they were envious of
Asian proszperity having ssen that the Aszian was oz poor as
the African in his original homf:.ls4 Furthermors, the wae
mxperiences had acted @z a shbudy touwr which helpasd o
broaden the politicml consciousness of the askarid and,
this macls them more sinceptible to volitics o f
decolonisation. Intenss trads rivalry as a result of the

carcity of goods plaved a majior role in the > lopment:

af racial consociousness bebtwesn Africoan and asian tradsrs.
Simee the Asion trader was nob the cause of the scareity
ot goods. in essence. bthe African trader was wusing the

Anian as a scapegoat for his mizfortune in tradins.

african traders cont inusd T harbhour ~aci st
mttitudes in spite of improvement in the supply of goods
churing  Federation beoamuse Asian competition remained @
fundamental foactor retarding the africaniszoation of trade
in Chipata. The aAsscociambtion failed to cater for African
traders owing to Asian competition and lukowarm commitment
from 1ts memnbors. Arourd 1950 it had a pald up share
coeital of  PE9 pounds  from @ memberszhies of 102 and
turnover of 3855 meumdﬁuiss Tweo veors later the burnover

rase to S5200 pounds but the following year the turnover
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Aropped to 3761 pounds and this decline continued until
. . _ 156 .

e Associasbtion becoams  bankrupb in 1955 | african

traders  oreferrod  the  Asian  wholesaler who provided

oredit facilities to the ssociation which demanded oosh

{3

maymant ., Moraoover. Wit the improvement in e

availability of goods the Asian had begun to liberally

)

comter  for the africam trader., In fact the generally
imeoverished african trader situasted far away from Chipata
raelied on the aAszisn retoiler for hisz trade goods as the

. Chivata. obhserved In 1957.

most traders are under-cmpeitalised and they

Mave little acoess to wholesaler supplics but
wisual ly obtain their stocks from Incdian
traders ot retail prices less ol amall
aiscount. It iz likely that these stores
whiich operate efficiently with ggmd astocks are
meavily subsidised by Inmdians. -

Conscauaently. the African trader remaoined tied to the
Anian trader. for whom he harboured racist feolings. oub

of economic mnecessity.

it must be noted that Asian competition was not the
sole cause for the failure of Africoniszation of trade oven

fhougih African tradcders considered i s

3
Yy
3
&
Y
5

Incompetencs and inexposrience were saually major factors
whiich mitigated against aAfricanisation of trade. Africons
lmeoked competence and business experience  compared to
Ssiarns Wi gained or-the-Job training fnke:) conbract
smploveass., The commonplace view which portraved Asian

"""" competition asz  solsly enponsible  for the faillurs of
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africanisation of trade was influenced by the fact that am

miien sntrepreneurdial claszs in African trade wasz  doing

sverwhalmingly well compared to the indigerous traders,

e the whole.o the trade rivalry characteriszed by =

arcity of goads was orne maior cause of the clevae lopmant

af racial consciousne

hetween African and Asisn traders

"

The faot that Asians were dizoriminating asninst Africans

i suselving goods  during the war period worked to the

rffect of encouraging the division between Africans and
Asian  even though they belonged to the aome class  of
traders. I fact the fallure of the Traders’ Azsociation
moont that  Africans lacked the services of @ body whidohy

they  could wuse to influence the adninistration over

walicies paertasining s Afridcan teace,

clerdical class and traditional rulers took we the olarion

for Africaniszatior of trade in  Native

Because they also harboursd raciaot attitudes towards

X i 159
the alien aAsion trader

ftve clerical class ond traditional ruleras cdave loped

r@mecist att

?J'

tudes towards the asioan owing to Five major

Py

IBONS. namelyv: conditiomal seolling, overpricing., troacds
""" wcomeetition. lLard  ownershio and alleged miscegenation.
Conditional szelling. and overpricing were rife as long as

the shortage of goods perszisted in seite of the orice

control regulations. Asian trade

-
-

than  the african traders for theoe practices  largely
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yeomise  Asilan stores  waprse  bhobter astocked and. IS

condueted more trads than africa atoras. Sinmce mombers

of the oclerical oclass wers very dependcent on Asian tracders

.’k

for oconsumer  goods.  they auickly developed sensitivity
towards onditional selling. overpricing and short measuwre
As  far  as  they were ooncerned ths  Aszian  trader Yo
purposefully overpricing ¢oods to  enrich himsalf  very
avdckly at the expense of the African. The African
rovincianl  Council anmd  the Native Authority neebings
mecame forums where the olericml olass articulated ftTheir
arievances against the Asion trader. This. at the seocond
rovineial Council Meeting in 1944 Mkanda complained that

Anions were subldecting Africans to conditionaml bhuving.

& man ocould mot buy what he wanted In an
Indian store unless o bhousht @ lot of other
tings which he did not want. For examplese @
marn was not allowed o buy @ h%%fh v
wurless e bought#S worth of goods.

Two veamrs later Sikeva. o counsellor, complained that
mrices of cotton goods were very high even though the war
wis long over. At the 1948 meoting Mionda. again,
conplained that the ovrice of cloth was very high poartly
hecause Asians were overcharging on sswing up charges. &
pmamir of shorts could <ozt 13 shillings oven though khaki
chirill was going at four ohillings per yvord dus o hioh
Howing  up chmrg&anisi The PC pointed out that this

practice was against trading regulations and

’-J

one  Asioan
Wwis fimed 30 pouncs f o overcharging on sewing LAY

charges. It appears that one result of stringent orice
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control regulotions and heavy penaltiecs must have beern the
imtroduction of sewing up charges by Asian traders. This
indlicates at even though the general practice was to soew

we @ garment for a ocustomer T free’ of charge. the A

i

ian
resorted to charging sewing up charges at the time of
soarcity of  goods which., in addition to profiteering.
armcouwraged resentment for Asian thaderﬁ in the ranks of

the olerical olass.

Actual and potential ecconomic rivalry in Afriocan
trade also encouraged the growth of resermtment for bhe
Asziam trader by the olerical class and the traditional

mMulers., The clerical ola emerged as ecomomic rivals

Wwith Asniansg in the BEVIGE et the tendency BMOMS
aoverrment emplovees to venture into business was becoming
marked in the pvost Second World War oceriod. For examocle.,

by 1248 Kaolongola had ventured into hotel busine in the

Native Quarter after thirty veors service in the Public
163 .

Waorks Department. By 1951 Mokaoni Bonda. o former Post

Office Messenger. had established one of the four most

successful Africon stores in Chief Kawaza’ sz ares and by

1959 @ Post Maste @t Msoro was running o bakery  in

L , 164
aadition to growing vegetable and rice for sale. In

. . . 165
this vear he sold 55 bags of rice to the Co-operative.
Furthermore., members of the clerical class contemplate

. 166 ‘
going  dinto business particularly om retirement. Im

view of the foot that they oo idered Azian competition o

fundamental obstacl to their posszible mobility into the

ambreprencurial cloas. the clericml
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idertified their interests with these of the African
traders and traditiomnal rulers over Africanisation of
rirade. Like &frican traders., the clerical class considered
that the privileged position occupied by alien traders
ought to have been occupied by indigenous traders. Since
African business was developing at ‘a time that Asian
business was already developed, they wanted a political
zalution which would limit the growth of Asian business but
encourage the expansion of African busiress,. Thus the
first session of the African Represantative Council in 1847

called for political help biased towards the development of

the African entrepreneurial class in African

166 . . . . )
trade . Ghai's contention that the clerical class in East
Africa came to resent Lsilan control of trade is

particularly true for Chipata.

Asians control of trade is particularly hated.
There is a feeling among Africans that Asian
rraders have conspired together to hinder the
participation of Africans in commerce and that
were it not for their conspiracy, the Africans
would rapidly ard effectively engage in
commerce . This view overlooks that skills,
experience and hard qggk are needed to succeed
in the retail trade.

Traditional rulers were themselves economic rivals
with Asians because they were going into business. Between
1932 and 1938 Chiefs such as Sayviri, Kawaza, Msoro.,

. . . 169 .
Madzimawe and Mwanga had gorne into African trade . Being

actual and potential economic rivals with Asians in

African trade, traditiornal rulers developed
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ant i simn attitudes as o result of economic competition.

Traditional rulers olso rasented  Asion  traders

because from the late 1930z Aszsian competition was  oan

cation into African trade by Nabtive

}

impediment to diversif
Treaswries in order to ‘@mise additional revenue. Faor
syample. on seeing that Aszions were beginning o control

e maize trade in his ares. in 1939 Chief Kawaza of the

Chews Native aAuthority proposed that the Administration

3

should exclude Asian traders from this trade in order to

aive monopoly of bthe maize ftrade to the Native Trasasury.

HMe further argued that Asisans should be excluded from the
mamize trade because of their persistence in paving in
cloth insteand of ocash oreferred by the peasants. In fact
Chief Kawaza banned Jasat from trading in hisz ares: for
way ing in cloth even though coloth  pavyment was  nhot
. . 170 . . i
iLllegal. The neesd for Native Treasuries to raise
medditional revenue for itz enlorging socisml services was
. R . Lo 17
compelling entreprenucurashivintheNative authorities. By
1945 Kalindmwalo Native aAuthority was trading at  its
Meadauarters with difficulty owing to the scarcity of
aoocs and Asian competition. An a result of the foresgoing
*aoctors traditional rulers were erwvious of Aszian traders
mimd began to comeaign against Asion business dn purely
racial terms. Iin 1947, for example. Chief Nvampoande

comnelained that

the Indiosns are like snakes: vou knew their
mature  when they bite vyou ... Thevy e
lLike Germans .... Lt @ man bousht things at
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i} nadimn stores and then maked for shelbter
= miaht he was tmeﬁg mwamy perhaps To
by Wwilc animals.

@t mes  Asizm btraders were riot  philoanthropilsts operating

et T thaeir  custbomaris. in enLaenGe racihst

ntiments amnonast rraditional rulers ware an exoro

~F their resontment of Asian control of Afriocan brads.

Traditional rulers mlao cdaveloped rment

saainst Asian busziness Dbooiuso. Tike the clerical oloss

ey perceived Asian competition to e @ fundamental

abatacls to the deve lopment of  african

nerception was  supported by the that  oubtstanding

african traders were energing in areas where there Wwas no

. . 173 N
direct Asian competion. Corseauent Ly Native suthoritiss

megart to resort too @ solical measure of vett i AsLE
amplicants for trading plots im Native Reserves in order
te protect African traders i the reserves from Anian
L 174 . .
compelition. The amctions of the Cheowa Native authority
wrovides @ oicturae of the magnitude of anti-asian
attitudes by Native authorities in the 1950s%. At its 1950
meeting in March. thse Cheowa Authority resolved not To
renew  Asion loases unloss "mll stores were manased by
Africanm store canithaos it vt all mon-Europenns
A 1 s . .
Withadrew. The following yveor & meeting  WR@Eninowusly
Aid not approve bthe renswal of Asian leases on the grouncs

+at the Indian stores were Mot warted in the area bhooause
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ey ruined any trode. Im fact traditional rulers In

Northern Rhodesio were calling for Africanisation of trade
iMoo order to  enhance  the development of an  dndissnous
amtrepraneur class in African trade. In Barotsse Provinoce.
for example. the Paramount Chisef and Kuta callsad uson the
govertmant  to vass legiszlation meﬂnt to wroscribe  Asian

177
traders  from the orovinos. Growth of racism  among

traditional rulers was one oconssauence of  inter-racial
seomomic rivalry with aAzians whom fThey porceived as an

impediment to acocumulation on thedr part as well ais Native

Treasuriecs and African bradsrs.

in the vesrs immediately after the war. two othe
factors smerged and became very cfuciml in generatine
vemophiobin gainst Asian traders among the African elite
(elerical class and traditiocanl Pulera} namely. Asian lLand
moauiszition  and miszcegenation which hers implies the
practice of Asian men having children with African women

it sice mmrriag¢}78 Retweer 19245 and 1947 Aslans were
puying land for tobacco farms from Charterland. BEurocpeoms
ard Colourads. This aroussed Africon cemotions soainst
Asnian presence largsly because they were suspicious that
Anians were buving land for the puresose of settling their
incoming relatives and friends. This suspicion was
we Ll - founded o @ larae extent since Aniaon land

aeauisition coincided with incoreased Aszian  immigration
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imto  the district. In 1944 the Provincial Newsletter
obaerved that " some Indisnsg have sold openly they want o
aet friends and relatives over from India bofore India
179

asttains ndependence”’ Moreover., it was fearsd that

Asniares would end we acauwiring land at  the oxpense oOf

africans as the Aszioans sufficient financial
resources to comnpete with Europeasns in ourchasing land at
m time when Africans could not afford this. Thus ot the
L9247 african Provincial Courncll meoting Somat i . o
sounsel lor. complained that instead of emigrating to Indis
whiich was about to achieve self goverrment. Asions were
. . . . . R ; 180
immigrating into the area on an ever increasing scale.
Friri. another counscllor. proposed that Asian immigration
stould be prosoribed beoouse they “underpalid the aAfrican
for Mis labour and asricultural pho uce” compared Lo
181 .
Furopenns who taught Christianity. Chief Muase added
that Asians should only be allowed to trade at the Bomas
18
tadt should not bhe allowed to farm. Xenophobig® Wi %
smeouraged by the fact that @z traders aAsians could be
regarded as bemporary immigrants but as  landownsrs they
were regarded asz  setihlers. Zilole provided o concise

rationale F o Hfrican xenophobia - Over Asion Ll

moauisition:

Thess here bhave found the country good and were
atyle to buy land so they now wote to their
rothers and friends toe tell themnm to come and
colld offer more  tTha the Africons. Bt
Africoans were incoresaszing in numbers and the
time could come when they woulld need land and
wotlad find it all Qone., When this time came
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Africans would be forced to
lLabourers of Indian i order to live.
Wdicd not like this booouse the Indian was

to his labour. They secured women and

for Labour with tabaeoo without
conditions of service and paild
inadeauately with oloth. The Indian was
cunning and howeve the Governemnt tried

e sople he found a way around.
Africans were ignorant., they did not know

Law andg could not orotect themselves., eghﬂ
way was to keep Indions out entirely

)

be servants and

acadisition gave rise to xenophobia among the

hecause the land auestion touches the szowuwroe

people,

xenophobia alzo found expression in cultural

concubinage involving Asian men and Afriocon

is true that there was a marked oropasnsity for

as well @as Europosans to maintain informal

with African WOMET ~eadlt ing irn ceylouraed

The presence of coloursd ohildren gave rise Lo

of miscegshation which were focussed on the

than omn the  Europsan., Im 19246 PO

fTrdinns cobmbiting  with  Africons’ was

184

oot Africans ond and Asiansg.

Council went to the extont of

e govaernmaent o legislate against

185

intercourse. Chief Nyamphade asserted tha

cause Indians aent into

to bhuy the wome armad 1f bthe woman herself

st they would importune her parents with



offers of mcmey‘.la6 Complaints also abounded over the
failure by Asians to take custody of their coloured
children. Asiarns were regarded as less responsible than
Furopeans towards their coloured children owing to the
propensity for Europeans to marry the éfkican women in the

traditional sense in contrast to Asians who did not:

It was common for Asians to have children
with African womenr while legally married to
Indian women. At times they would be living
with local women but still import their wives
from India. Europeans tended to marry the
African women and were much more willing to
take custody of their children compared to
the Indian who paid more attention to his
children from the Asian wife rather than

. . . 7

those from his african women,18

On the whole the rise of xenophobiz among the African elite
had the result of encouraging racial pride among Asians in
their overwhelming competence in African trade.

The peasants attitude to the Asian traders were mixed.
There was some hostility because they did not like the
Asian's tendency to pay in goods for their produce instead

. . 188
of cash which they generally preferred. Nevertheless
around 1848 peasants in areas such as Jumbe, Kakumbi,
Mikhanva, Tindi and Msoro were profitably selling their
. . 189
maize to Asian traders . As already demonstrated
peasants in Katete area were benefiting cormsiderably in
their rice trade with Asians. Anti~Azian attitudes among
peasants were mild largely because Asian participation in

buying of agricultural produce was restricted by an

Adminmnistrative regulation which required traders to
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ey the development of an Africon entreoreneur-ial olass in

Aftricarn trade gave rise o political resentment of Aszian

Businss expressed in the csll for africaniszotion of trade

i Mative Reserves.
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Mwale, L.. The Economic Impact of Asian Immigration into

Chipata.' G 421 Project, Geography Department,
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Social Sciences Fighth Annual Conference, 18-23
December, 1872.
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