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ABRSTRACT

T Chipata. Aslans have been aramaeat In bracting

A

aaloniml times., Trading has besn thelr principal

since
Aeeusat ion oven thouah asrioulture i3 the wredoninant
meanomie activity in the area,

Tis study ~xamines the svalution af o b Asian
trading olass in Chipata botwesn Ltann  arnct 1984, T
provides @ historiosl explamat Lon of why Asions come to
OGS Y o predominant position im tive retall sl
whoalesale trace of Chlooto Auring the coloniol period

ple pole olaved by Asions In bthe

Tt alsorexamines

selitics ~f decolonisation and asse

Asiorm troding olass n Lhe oarod,

Theoretically. thiis stucdy  examines 0 3 TR T 1111 0 N |

imterplay betweer the factors st pomee anch o elass Ino@
~elomial  contoxt. 1t cemonstrates  that Inooo racially
stratificd sooicty racism influences the olass atrusale

subistructure et kb superstructuee

peTed et (RE-Tod e

Aot ermine ancd  inf luence emch other.  that  Ls. bhey G

fused and muatually reintoroing.
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A NOTE ON CURRENCY

I have used the British Imperial Pound. Shillings
@and Pence  for the currency @3 shown in the coloniasl
macords  because throughout the colonial seriod Zoambin
was using the Imperisml British Pournd., In 1968 Zombis
changed to the present Kwacha and Nogwee currency,

)

Im the colonial currency

12 pence = One Shilling

- shilling = One Pound
In the Zambian currency:

’

100 Nawse= One Kwackhs (K1)

Kil
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INTRODUCTION

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

This study aimsz at investigating the development of
the Aszian trading class in Chipasta Districh, Zaonbias,

1 . . . .
between 12900 and 1964 . Colomializm in Zambia entailled

the displacement of pre-capitalist trade and industry by
I capitalist commercial syabem bhased on factory

marnufactured commodities and the use of money as o modium

af exchange. In the emergent commercial system, Asion

traders came to play & fundamental role in introducing
the African to factory producsd commodities such as hoes,

pots, bicveles, salt and paraffin. Taxation and land

alienation were the initiasl major agents through which
the African was compelled to earn money Lo pay tax.
Later the African began to respond to wage labour not

orly to earn money to pay ftax bub also to buy essenbtial

'Y

commodities and  meet social obligations which were
. . . 2
increasingly becoming dependent on the cash economy .
To earn cash the African also started selling indigenous
oroducts such as handicrafts and subsistence cultivators
segnn to venbure into cash orop farming. Rarnes notes

et s

e encouragement given by the

soaninistration to  the recruiters of  labour
from the south and economic necessity  of
aarning money to pay tax, togosther with such
subsidiary measures as  the prohibition of
mative 5melting, and pressure on men Lo olothe
themselves in dmported clothing, ensured that
the old mrdgr changed beyvondad the merese loss of
moveraeignty

X1y



Conseauently, the capitalist commeracial svastem gave rize

te a olass of traders who sot up stores to cater for the

African as well as the sethler. Traders beogan to provide
retail services in line with new forms of consumption

which the Africans were speedily adopting.

The Africon Lakes Company, well Known as Mandala in

Chipata was the pionecer trading concern in the District

. R 4
ms it established a store thers around 1900 . Oher
trading firms as well as sole traders followed suit. By
1904 Asian  traders also began o establish  trading
outl & tas in the district catering erimarily for

. 5 . . .
Africans . Asion business gradually developed and it
mehieved a position of predominance in Africoan btrade by

6 . . . . . .
1935 . This predominance remains in spite of Zombia’s

7 .
seonomic  reformszs o Therefore this study aims at

irnvestigating why zians managed to precdominate in
African trade during the colonial period. It moakes ©

contribution to the studies of minorities in particular
ard business history in general in the Historiography of

Sambia.

There iz @ paucity of literature about Asians  in

sriography even though reference to Asians

Fad
')

2ambian’s hist

sxists in geographical, political and mistorical studies
. 8 . .

o Joanbias . West and East Africa have o comparatively

richer historiography on immigrants from the continent of

Ania. These are written from either the liberal or the

marxist theoretical perspectives. The lLiberal

XY



porspective is represented by studies such as Twaddle?

Expulsion of @ Minority: Essavs on Ugandan Aslans, Ghail’ s

Portrait of a Minority: Asians in East aAfrica, Groewal’

Indians in Tanganvika’. Merani and Van der Laan's: " The

ITrdiam Traders in Sierra Leone’ and Mangat’s A History of
an

Asianms in East Africa. The Marxist eerspective is reproes

sd by Mamdani’s Politics and Class Formatlon in Uganda,

Abieno-Qdhiambo” s’ The Politicml Economy of  the Asian
Problem in Kenva, 1898-1938°, Kambwegvere’ s "The Asian
Guestion in  Uganda, 1894-19727 and Kaniki’s " The
Pavehology of Early Lebanese Immigrants in West Africa’
i ’Attitudem and Reactions Towards the Lebones in

. . . . 9
Sierra Leone during the Colonial Period” 7.

Gann’ s The Birth of a Plural Society and A Shaort

History of Northern Rhodesia examined the genesis of
. . . . 10
Azdan business in mbhia . In the latter study he
. . . !
traced the development of Asian business in Zoambia anc

i bthe former study he demonstrated that the settloment

ot Asion traders in Chipata occurred at the beheost of the
12

PEAC Administration . The methodological limitation in

ety studies lies in the fact that Gann did not embplovy

cimta from the insiders themsslves to ocounter-balonce hi

in

archival sources. The Dobsons went further thon Gann by
xamining Asian capital formation in their sociologionl

sty ., The Indian Minority of Zombia. Rhodesia and

.1 . . s .
Malawi . They alzo examined Aniam walitics e dna

Federation. They made @ mebthodological contribution by
el oy ing data from insiders obhtained from ol

KV



testimonies.

Kapferer’s Strategy and Transitionm inm an  African

Town and Turner’s "A Social Economic History of Kabwe,
1902-1966" gave some deep insight into the complex
interelay between product ion relations @l racial
relations  within  the colomial context inm Kmbuelﬁ
Kapferer examined the nature of conflict between African
amplovees et Asian employers within @ factory

srvironment and Turner demonstrated why Europesans opposed

zettlement of Asians as well as how racial stratification

avolved in Kabwe.

] . 3 15 )
Ky * o A Social Geography of Zambia examined

racial segregation in land use in Zambia and demonstrated
that spatial segregation coincided with racial
stratificaiton as regards land use. Phiri’s "Parancters
of Social Stratification in Chipata, Zambim,’16
investigated why racial stratification ‘in Chipata has
survived in  independent Zambia. He aroued that Aszian

business is one of the major constraints to the growth of

African traders in the Distriot17.

Non-academic literature  such as Wood’ s Northern

Bhodesia: The Human Background and Keith’s The Fading

Colour Bar discussed the socio-economic poszition ms well
2 o 18
ms politics of Asians in Northern Rhodesism . Wood

mrgued  that the Lusaka Asian community supported the

AYil



colomiml governmant 2o as to focarry on btheir troade andg

. . . 1 .
business in security” . He  further aroued that Azion

traders contributed o the sconomic growbh of Northasrn
Ehodes because they were reinvesting their weaslih
R , , 20

instead of sxporting it to Indism . To  the contrary,
Neith araousd thaot Asziaons do not conmtribute towardzs “the
adltural it aoonomic DO eSS of e ir motoptad
+ ¥ d'l o -+

cowuntries . She also arousd that Aszians were used as
socapegonts in times of esconomic amd political oriszsis by

-

. 2z
both Euroveans and Africoans

Bacial orejudice against the Asian by africans

e

represented in Zulu’s pamphleteer articles entitled "Who
. 23 .
mwns bhe  Shop Next  Door?’ 2uiiue alleged  that  Aszlan
isiness slavs @ar inherently exploitative rale in
vy .24 .

aambia . Tz far the literature eview demonstraotes

that  there iz = gap  in the historiography szince no

detoailled study exists on Asionz in Zambia.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

not @ marxiszt study on Asionms in Zanbia’s

i
-
o
¢
-3
7%
RN
&

vistoriocgrachy. In his review of the Dotzons’ study, The

Indian Minority., Frarnkenburg oriticised thie  likeral

morsooective., He aroued  that the raciml factor iz

swiphznomenal since the Asian auestion purely hinges on

[N}

) 5 . .
c:lass strueele . Thus he put forwvard - osimple ecoromic

cleterminist peorspective. Mamdani adopted o similar

moproach in his study on Ugonda. He observed that "to

Wil



Cunderstand history we need to look at human beings not as
racial beings but as  productive beings who find
themselves in @ partioular environment.’zs Even though
this perspective succeeds in pin pointing the economic
position of Asian minorities, it proves a handicap in
investigating the complex interplay between Class
struggle and the racial factor because it disregards the
role of race as an economic factor in the colonial

srvironment . Mittelman and Marwah observed that

My societies co n tain racial-ethnic
class divisions. The relationship of  the
former s tive ilatter is complex @
variegated. At times racial and ethnic
distinctions are existentially and analytically
separable from class differences. In- other
cases, racial, ethnic and class differences are
parallel, and still in other instances, racial
or ethnic qﬂg clmss differences are fused and
reinforceing

Extensive debate has emerged on the relationship
metweern production relations and the racial factor.
Dmvenport provides a summary of this debate as it relates
to apartheid South Afircmzﬁ On one hand the liberal

mistoriography holds that racism iz purely the cause of

racial economic inequalities in South Africa. O the
ather hand marxists hold that 3t iz purely economic
interests that cause racism. According to the marxishts,

race is essentially an epiphenomenal factor in economic

relations.

There also exists an  eclectic approacty  which

recognises  the complex interlinkage between race and

XiA



clmss in colonial societies. epresentative of this

mpproach iz Fanon who observed that:

When you examine @t close quarters the
molonial  context, it iz  evident that what
parcels out the world iz to begin with the

factor of belonging to & given aspecies
(racel. In the colonies the economic
substructure is also the supsrstructure. The

cause is bthe conseaquence: you are rich beoouse
vou are whites; you are white bcpmu~ﬁ You are
rich. This is why the marxist analysis should
always be slightly stretohed @Vﬁréghlm@ wa have
o deal with the colonial problem .

similorly Grove observed that the Marxian | analysis which

subordinates ethnicity ond race to class has proved @
remdicar in the study of racial asnd ethnic strugeles
movecially whier "matiomnal liberation movement s in
molomiml societies have stressed the ethnic and racial
. . , 30
ties mand have called the class factor epiphenomsnal ..
Furthermore, Grove has demonstrated thoat race and cloass
. R . . . . . 31
] o inextricably interlinked in plural socicties -
Makambe s study, The Aszian Labour Solution in Zimbabwe,

18981904, " demonstrated that racism was ussed @ o means

af institutionalising economic ineaualities in a colonial
32 5
wmaolitical economy . Turner’s study also demonshrated

that  race assumed an oconomic dimension in regard to

Py

racial stratification in Kabwe .

Writing on South Africa Wolpe rejocted the
fundamentalist marxist approach which attempts to impose
"o ouniform, unchanging, law-like stamp on all history’ in
favour of one “flexible enough to analyse class strugsle

-

s . 34
tions  oOf capital acoumilation’ .

;-u

whnder  ohanging  cond

XK



Emgels observed that race influences colass shruggle

because the substructure and the superstructure determine

and influence each other, that iz, they are fused and

% 35
mutually reinforcing . He argued that:

We regard economic conditions as the factor
which Ultimately determines histordicail
cevelopment. But race itself is an economic
et s it is not that the ecomomic position

alone is the CAUSE - AND . ALONE  ACTIVE.,
everything else has a passive effect.

while
There

isy rather; interaction on“the v basisof- the
economic neoeg&ity, which ULTIMATELY always

masets itself.

Thus Engels dismissed simple economic determinism as the

relationship between the economic base

superstructure is complex and not simple.

My own standpoint is that in a racially

@ the

stratified

society race assumed an economic dimension since, in the

last instance, it influenced class struggle anong

Africans, Europeans and  Asians. J g side~-step the

constraints  of  simple economic determinism

andg - orace

determinism, my approach is informed by Wolpe who has pub

forwvard an approach “capable of vielding an analysis of

COMPLEX DETERMINATION of  social  processe

37 R
£« This

approach is appropriate to my study seecing that the

racial factor fundamentally impinged upon the development

of the Asian trading class in Chipata.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

This study has four major objectives.

will outline and analyse the factors that

XAl

Firstly, 1

influsnced



Anion soettlement in Chipata. This aentalls examining the

way the vardashles of olass and race bocame interwoven in

tihe emergent racismlly stratified sociebty. I arogue that
race assumed an economic dimension in the multi-racial
molitical soconomy Roth Europeans and Africans  were
mntagonistic to sian  traders oue  to the  class-roace
complex.

“omcondly., I will exomine the development of the
Asian trading class and business in the district. I will
mleo  examine the extent of diversification in  Asian
bisiness. This entails reconstructing tho pattern of
Asion capital formation from the genesis of their trading
srterprises up to 1984 when Zambia became indepandent. I
will demonstrate that Azian business has progressed from
raetail to wholesale with some diveraifimation ocourring
into  tobaceo  farming and small scmle  manufacturing
firms. T will argue that their cardinel sources of
accumilation W e profits in African trocde and
sxploitation of kin labour under a voluntary contract

votem.,

Thirdly, the study examines the impact of Asian
susiness in the area, I will explorse tho relationshiop
etween  Asisn traders  and  African traders, african
customers a5 well as bthe colonial government. I argue

<

that Asian traders weres able to achieve o positiom of

predominance inspite of administrotive measures meant o

check  the expansion of Aszian business in favour of

KRl



srpanasion of African

I also argue that
waoro-sconomic orisis during the Second World War sand
Anian acauisition of land after this war plaved a major
rals in promoting inter-racial antogoniszms boetween Asions
mind . Africans. Furthermore, I argue that soven though
Anion business has contributed to the économim arowth of

the district., it has also plaved & signicant role in

retarding the growth of African busineszs in the aren.

Fourthly, this study examines the nature of Asion

wmoliticos. I will explore the kind of support Asian
traders provided towards the politics of decolonizotion.
I argus that Aszian politics, which has sometimes beoon

nean o5 muraly opporbunistio, iz cashaped by e ir

objective vulnerable olass-race position at any given

METHODOLOGY AND DATA COLLECTION

This ztudy is

o

ased on colonial records from the

Natiomal Archives of Zambia (NAZ), and oral interviews
conducted in Chipata. Oral testimonics were obtomined
through informal oral interviews of Aszisns. Coloureds

and Africans particularly thosze who have lived im Chipata
since colonial times. Ismail Suleiman, Chairman of the
Chivata Moslem Association and M. Kolva, istory teacher
of Asian hrxgln » Wweras most helpful in making it possible
for me to interview most of my Aszian respondents

Hacial mistrust on the part of Aszions, especially



the aged, wasz @ limitation in the oral testimonies. I

ancountered strong resistance to auestions on politics.

i
. . . 39
structurs of business oand relations with Africans . It
must  be borne in mind that this reszecarceh was being
conducted at a time when Asion business was victimised
o abetting "black-marketesring’ by politicians .
Conseauently, I was compelled to treamd very cautiously

or probing auestions. MHowever, some young men divuloed

wseful information on structure and diversification of

Asian business
African traders, marketoers arcl retired

ntf

=

cers offered very penetrating informatiom on the
. ., . 41 .
arowth of Asian business in the district . Since it
wiang bthe farming scason. I could not meet zome of the
wionecer African ftraders who were attending teo their
Yimas. Group interviews with Africoans of advanced ages
rewarded me with information on Aszian business practices
. . 42
in the colonial period . There was no language
commanication problem as all interviews were conducted
in either English or Nvania. I have reolisd on zoant
statisztics from coloniaml records because neither Asian nor
Hfrican traders wers willing to provide figures

pertaining to their capital and profit ocutlavs.

My study covers the colonial period. I have
civided this period into two major phasss in line with

the major developmentsz in Asian business. that is . the



pre-19235 period and the post-1935 period. In the former
period the Asian trading class took form and Asian
business emerged successful in competition with European
business as well as African business. Irvbhe -~ katter
period Asian  traders penctrated all the principal
trading centres and Asian business éxpmndcd into: sthe

outlying areas to the detriment of African business.
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NOTES:

In this study I use the term Asian to refer to
the trading community of Chipata of
Indo—-Pakistan origin. Class refers to the
soclo~economic position in the  production,
cdistribution and service industries of & given
political economy.

For exanple, s o F Zgmmbho examines the
cleve lopment of wage o labour Lr
Eastern Province: see L.H. Zganbo, 'Farm
Labour in the Eastern Province of Zambiam,
1898-1964,7 M.A. (University of Zambia,
1983),

J.A. Barnes, Politics in a Changing Society
(Manchester: Manchester University
Press, 1967), pp. 108-109.

Mandala iz the name by which the African Lakes
GCompany was known in the district. on
the origin of the name and the company
itself see A.J. Hanna, The BReginning of
Nyasaland and North—-Eastern Rhodesia,
185995 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969),
= e < :

"The Coming of Indians’, Mfuwe Magazine, 1982.
The author is not given. This magazine
used to be published under the auspices
of Mfuwe Sports club, & sporting club for
Asians in Chipata.

African trade refers to retail and wholesale
business catering specifically Tor
Africans. Europesn -trade, thefefore,
refers to retall and wholesale business
catering specifically for Europeans.

In 1968 UNIP government promulgated economic
reforns aimed at curtailing the dominance
of non-Zambians in business generally and
in retail trade particulerty. Retail
trade in the rural areas was declared an
axclusive domain of Zambians: K.D.
Maunda, ? Zambia Towards Economic
Independence,”’ m  B.F. Gaay , ed. ,
After Mulungushi: The Economic Reforms
of Zambian Humanism (Nairobi: East African
Publishing House, 1969). p. 54.
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10,

1.

12.

L.

5.

16.

For example, G.M. Muvwangs, "Housing in
Livingstone: Government Policy and
Practice, 1946-1976",. M.A.  (Univerisity
of Zambia, 1983)3 A.A. Turner, A Social
Economic ~History of Kabwe, 19021966,
Ph.D (University of California and Los
Angels 1979)

Bibliographical details appoear in the
ibliogoraphy.

L. M. Garine o ThesBirth ot .o Plurel Society
(Manchester: Manchester University Press,
1958); A  Short  History of Northern
Rhodesiar Early Days to 1953  (London:
Chatto and Windus, 1964).

GCann, - AShort History, pp. 146-—-147.
Ganni.The Birtb: R v 53158

F. Dotson and L.Q. Dotson, . .Ihe lndian Minority
of Zambia, Rhodezia and Malawi (New Haven
and  London: Yale University Press,
1968).

8. Kapferer., Strategy .and Transition in an
African  Town (Manchester: Manchester
LUniversity Press, 1972); T ner, )
Social economic History.®

G. Kay, A Social Geography of Zambia (London:
University of London Press, 1961).

6]

H. Phiri, Paramncters of Social
stratification in Chipata, Zambia’
Linpublished paper presented ot East
African Universities Social Science Eighth
Annual Conference (December, 1972).

¥

Phiri, ’'Parameters, o R

J. As - Wood,  Northern Rhodesia: The Human
Background (London: Pall Mall, 1961); 6.
Keith, The . Fading. Colour - Bar (London:
Robert Hale, 1966).  UWood wasz a former
Ristrict Officer in Lusaka and Keith was
a sett Ler.,

Wood, Northern Rhodesia. p. 123.

Wood, Northern Rhodesia., pp. 121-122.

Kelthe The Fading Colour, p.. 86,




PN Keith, The Fading Colour, p. 8%,

w3, Sam Zulu, ‘Who Owns the Shop Next Door?, Times

of  Zombia., September  through November,
Q7.

A Zulu, “Who Owns the Shop?’, Times of Zonbia,
September 13, 1976, p. 4. Zulu picked wp
the some theme in 1984 ‘aAre Asions
Mixing?” Sunday Times., Jaruary 15, 1984;

sions: Was Uganda a Lesson?’, Times of
Zambia, January 20, 1984, Zulu’s articles
aroused reaction from the readers whioh
demonstrated that there exists anti-Asian
abttitudes on the part of Africans in
Zonmbia.

B R. Franksnburg, Review aArticle: The Indian
Minority of Zambia Malawi and Rhodeszia
{(New Haven London: Yale University Press,
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CHAPTER ONE

THE RISE OF THE ASIAN TRADING CLASS IN CHIPATA.
19001935

1 THE COLONISATION OF CHIPATA

Cipomt o district iz situatead im e Emntarm

Proovince of  Zoambia, Emastorm Provinoe was known as Boast
R - 1 . .

Luamnagws until 1934, It comprized theees districts.

rame Ly . Chiipvata. Pototlks  and  Lundaszi. Katete and

Uhaodizn were sub-Bomasz of  Chipoata. Presemtly Eastern

frovince comnpsrises i X adistricts: Chipata. Poatouke,

Landari. Katete., Chadiza andgd Chama. The firszt threoe

acdminisztrative

cts Wwers  the

[

montioned  diztr

ocoomters in bthe provinoee.,

Most of the Chipota asren iz inhabited by the Ngoni
shhric grows Who are descendants of wonrrior refugeess from
Shaka’ s brutal wars of expansion in South Africa. Thery
stcoesded  in establishing wmolitical hegemony over the
incdigonous  inhabitants namely, Chows.  Sengo and Kunds
ol 1875, I turn the Ngoni wers subdused by military

forces of the BSAC in Jonuary 18928 and thereafter the

L

aztablished @& coloniaol adminis aver  the
amtires area eost of the Lushgwa, This aresn comprising
vresaent day Northern and  Eastern Province  bocams @
torritory known as North-BEastern Rhodesia. & site omlled

Fort Jameson was establizhed in Mpezeni’s aresm in 1898
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