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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to investigate the problems of adult education for
women in Bangladesh and its prospects for them.

A descriptive survey design was used in conducting this research. Primary data was
collected through questionnaires, checklists, and Focus Group Discussions to a
sample of people selected to accurately represent the population under study, while
secondary data was collected through reviewing the relevant literature.

This study was grounded on “Feminist Pedagogy Theory” which states that the
feminist classroom — should be a place where there is sense of struggle, where there
is visible acknowledgement of the union of theory and practice, where people work
together as teachers and students to overcome the estrangement and alienation that
have become so much the norm in the contemporary university. Most importantly,
feminist pedagogy should engage students in the learning process that makes the
world “more rather than less real

The study used mainly qualitative methods in the collection of data. The study used
both qualitative and quantitative methods. The target population comprised all
illiterate and literate women in Bangladesh

The research was conducted among the sample of 212 illiterate and 206 new literate
women and the government and non-governmental organizations which were
involved in adult literacy and education sector.

The analysis of study findings revealed that there was lack of traditions of mass
literacy programmes in Bengal in the early period and the period from 1948 to 1971.
Shortly after independence in 1972, there was a national literacy campaign,
However, initially the programmes were mainly taken up by the youth and men from
the middle classes, and the methods and materials used were unsophisticated. A more
significant change occurred after the famine in 1974, when many NGOs began
working in the literacy campaign. As a part of ‘relief” efforts, this focus shifted from
individuals to a ‘community’ approach to benefit women as a target group.

There were some problems to increase literacy among women, despite the effort of
government and NGOs, as there were very few experienced staff, reliance on local
improvisation for the school teaching materials, discontinuation of literacy
programme, un-accountability and lack of a transparency implementing authority,
extreme poverty, cultural and religious conservativeness. As such, the result was less
successful than the programmes had expected to achieve. The primary data of the
study showed some positive changes in terms of social and economic development
among new literate women compared to the illiterate women. The contribution of
adult literacy in increasing social awareness is very effective. However, a high
number of illiterate women still existed in Bangladesh who needed adult literacy for
their better prospects.

The study concluded that unless the new-literate women have opportunities of using
their newly acquired knowledge, it would be almost impossible for them to retain the

XV



literacy level attained. Consequently, there was an urgent need for an effective post-
literacy programme where new literate women should get skills development training
which would help them in income generation.

Based on the findings, the study recommended that an adult literacy programme
should extend over a period of at least six months. The classes should meet five or
six days a week for, at least two hours a day. One Gram Shikkha Milan Kendra
(GSMK) should be established in each village which should be attached to Primary
Schools. Gradually it should be upgraded to Loke Kendra (Community Centre) or
Public Library.

The teaching force of adult literacy should include unemployed persons who at least
completed grade 12 or the retired primary and high school teachers. In addition there
was need for some livelihood-related skilled trainers who could help in increasing
income generating opportunities of the new literate women. In recruiting the teachers
for adult literacy programme, females should get preference. All newly recruited
teachers should receive foundation training for 15 days and later on refresher training
for 10 days.

Motivation is a very important part in increasing enrolment of adult education.
Therefore, the mass media can play a more effective role in motivating the illiterate
women. Radio and Television should devote at least half an hour a day to NFE and
Adult Literacy Programmes.

DNFE should run adult literacy programmes through their own management and
assist other government organizations to implement their programmes. Similarly,
NGOs should run adult literacy programme through their own management
following the same curriculum.
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