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THE STRUCTURE OF THE UNIVERSITY.

As @ determinent of student behaviour the structure of
the university social system must be awarded as much consider-
ation as the structure of the wider social system, 1t is
possible that the two structures give rise to dissonant
status-sets and conflicting definitions of the student role,
In such eircumstances what social arrangements are available
for conteracting the potential instability between the diffepr-
ent status~-sets and how does the individual cope with the
conflict? An attempt to snswer such qQuestions will be the
subject of succeeding chapters, while this chapter will be
concerned to analyse the student role-status in the university

soclial structure,
Congtitutio d the beral University.

In exporting, trensplanting and implanting education into
its colonial territories Britain pursued a policy which
acknowledged only one form of educaﬁion = British education.,
This was no less true in respect of university education than
of any other field of education, no less true of Africa than
of Indie. During the crucial two decades before Independence
when the education of the peoples of the colonial territories
expanded at the greatest rate, it was the Asquith Report _
which set British policy for estseblishment of universities in
her colonies. Ashby records the following assessment,

The Asquith Report was Britain's blueprint for the

export of universities to her people oversess., In

the eyes of those who have used the blueprint over

the last twenty years it has become more than a

mere statement of government policy: it has been

elevated to the dignity of a doctrine, Policy,
which should be a convenient working hypothesis,
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became hardened into dogma, resistant to eriticism
and change., People talked of the "Asquith doctrine"
and referred to university colleges in Africa as
"Asquith colleges". The doctrine was a vivid
expression of British cultural barochialism: itas
basic assumption was that a university system
appropriate for Europeans brought up in London and
Manchester and Hull was also appropriate for
Africans brought up in Lagos and Kumasi and
Kampala. There is no sign that the commiasion
considered whether the university systems to be
found in Minneapolis or Manils or Tokyo might be
more appropriate, In fairness to the doctrine, let
it be said that it left room for some adaptation;
indeed it encouraged changes in syllabus t0 suit
African conditions and it stressed the importance
of research into African laenguages and cultures.,
But the fundamental pattern of British civice
universities « in constitution, in standards and
curricula, in social purpose - was adopted without
demur, Colonial universities were to begin as most
of the provincial universities in England began:

as "university colleges" which would be transmuted
into universities when they acquired charters to
grant their own degrees. From the outset they were
to be self-governing societies, demanding from
their students the same entry standard as is
demanded by London or Cambridge; following currice
ula which might vary in detail but must not vary

in principle from the curricula of the University
of London; tested by examinations approved by
London and leading to London degrees awarded on the
recommendation of London externsl examiners, And
as for their social function, the colonial
universities were to be completely residential, and
their prime purpose was to produce "men and women
with standards of public service and capacity for
leadership which self-rule requires.” 1In short,
they were, as in England, to nurture an &lite.l

Of the new universities in the Africen nations the University
of Zambia was one of the last to be constructed. 1t was
therefore asble to learn from the little experience of univere
sities esteblished elsewhere in the continent, particularly

West Africa. O on e elo ersi

ip Northern Bhodegis (1963),° which was subsequently adopted

as a policy document by the Zambian government, contained
within it recommendations which suggested departures, albeit

not ss significant as some would have liked, both from the
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Asquith Report and the patterns of universities in British
West Africa, Ashby delineates three influences which have
acted to modify the Asquith plan over the last two decades.
There have been local influences erising from
national needs and aspirations of the newly
independent nations; there has been the influence
of academics from the United States of America
who believed (and in the event have convinced the
British that their belief was right) that Americsan
.concepts of higher education have relevance to
Africa; there has been the influence of a few
British academics, such as John Lockwood, who have

encouraged flexibility and adaptation in African
higher education.3

It was indeed Lockwood, en ex=Vice-Chancellor of the Univere
sity of London, who chaired the committee which reported on
the Universlity for Northern Rhodesia, The supposed change
of heart smongst British educationists concerned with the
development of education in the colonial territories jusf
before their politicel independence, 1s reflected in the
Lockwood Report's declaration of intent,

The starting=-point of our inquiry into the estab=-

lishment of a university has been a two=fold

conviction; first, that the university must be

responsive to the real needs of the country;

secondly that it must be an institution which on

merit will win the respect and proper recogni-
tion of the university world.h

Whet those 'real needs' are is left undefined in specific
terms but the two=fold conviction is translated into a number
of recommendations which depart from the traditionally
eccepted pattern of African University education. In the
belief that standards of admission should be relative to the
supply of educated personnel at the secondary school stage
and should not be 80 high as to preclude all but a tiny
minority of extremely sble students, the commissioners

recommended that a suitable performence at "O" level of the
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bursaries, which stood at K450, Of this K180 psys for full
board, K120 goes on fees, KL4O is a book allowance, K3 goes
to the student union, K1 goes to a medical fund, and K10 is
caution money. The remaining K96 is pocket money,

The ebove recommendations represent ‘concessions' to
the manpower needs of Zambila, and in many politicel circles
these needs are regarded as the only legitimate ones the
university is expected to satisfy.5 The Lockwood Report, too,
gives little attention to any other nationsl needs to which
the university must be responsive, Thus the constitution of
the University of Zambia is modelled on the 'two tier system'®
of the British civic university with its Council composed of
both lay and academic personnel and a Senate composed of lead-

6 In this area there

ing members of the university community,
has been little adaptation. Yet the experience of universit-
ies in West Africa suggest that some modification might
assist the university to exist in harmony with the rest of
society, and to remain sensitive to the prevailing politicsal
moods outside the univeraity.7 It is debatable whether the
political structure of the British civic university, which
has grown up around the defence of academic freedom and unive
ersity autonomy, is equally suited to the social and politicel
structures of African nations, Lockwood makes some such
suggestion in an article devoted to 'The Transplantation of
the University'.

Even democracies in Africa are more suthoritarian

than in countries where they have flourished

longer, and universities will probably have to

rethink their position., That is why they should

refuse to hark back to ideals of absolute free-

dom and, in teking a new stand as occupylng a

central role in national development, exercise a

freedom of decision and enterprise which does not
attract interference,
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But this view finds no reflection in constitutional amendments
in the Lockwood Report.

It is easy to be critical of the Lockﬁood Report and
suggest that its recommendations do not go far enough, but the
constraints under which a new university is established pres-
ent severe limitations on the changes which can be incorporated.
Thus the expectation of the Zambian government and the Zambian
people in general that their university be of internetional
reputation might lead any radical departure from what is
coumonly accepted as a Western University to be interpreted
as a second-rate aubetitute.g In this context radical adapt=-
ation would signify inferior status. Second, in view of the
expense of a univeraitylo eand its central role in fulfilling
the maenpower needs of the country, the cost of experimentation
would be so high as to constitute too big a risk. The third
constraint revolves around the reliance, for some considerable
time to come, on the supply of expatriate lecturers who will
expect to find similar facilities in the University of Zambia
a8 he would in his home university. A discuesion of what
should be the nature of the University of Zambia is not germane
to the present examination of Zamblen students and the follow=-
ing sections will consider the nature of the university

community: its physical and social structures,
e Structu of th .

The Lockwood Report rejected the suggestion that the
University of Zambis comprise a dollectian of the "existing
colleges upgraded to university atandard"lland recommended
that the university have its own headquarters on its own

campus., It should be located near Lusaka 8o that it cen be
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integrated into the life of the capital city and be a focus
of national and international activities and conferences.

The precise location recommended and accepted was three and

a half miles along the Great Esst Road from the centre of
Lusaka, but a short cut across fields hslves the walking dis-
tance. Until the first building haed been constructed students
studied at the Oppenheimer College for Social Work, now
referred to as the Ridgeway Cempus. The latter 1s next to

the University Teaching Hoepital and all the medical students
are still accommodated and attend most of their lectures there,
In 1968 the new campus was brought into operation and in
subsequent years expanded until in 1971 there were 1200
students residing there with a further 300 on the Ridgewsy
Canpus.lz Only very few students do not live on one of the
campuses.

The mein campus, though only three and & half miles from
the centre is nevertheless isolated from the rest of Lusaka,
Transport into town is infrequent and students normslly have
to meke use of the taxis that run along the Great East Road.
Only a handful of students have cers and virtually none have
bicycles and during term-time, except at weekends when many
students visit friends, relations or enter the neighbouring
townships for a drink, they remain on the csmpus, Trensport
between the two campuses is more frequent and university buses
are used for this purpose. The university is a self-containéd '
community with meals, snacks, drink, stationery, books, news-
papers snd other incidentals all available on the campus.

Despite the words of Mwaneketwe (",..the University's
staff and students should restrain their demands for better

living conditions, bearing in mind that the University was not
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intended to be a prestige institution which would create new
and unrealistic standards of 11v1ng.“)13 it was his govern-
ment that decided to accept the Lockwood Report and to build
the undoubtedly prestigious university buildings. No one
can fail to be impressed by the splendour of the architecture
= though many may find it aesthetically discomforting - the
spacious lawns and the artificiel lakes whiech adorn the
front of the university. The halls of residence are no lees
comfortable, albeit noisy, and impressive, as is the library.
Of the five blocks of Halls of Residence, four are for the
men while a fifth block a quarter of a mile away on the other
side of the campus is for the women, A series of new blocks
are due for completion in 1972. Recreationsl facilities for
students are not well provided for. There is one football
pitch, a rugby pitch, four tennis courts, a ber where beer is
so0ld in the evenings end a cefeteria open in the mornings and
afternoons, More often than not dances are held on Saturday
nights but being in a minority, girls tend not to attend thenm.
There is no focus for informal student recreational and
social activity, apart from the bar, as would be provided by
an outdoor swimﬁing pool or e student union centre, The
lecturers' accommodation is scattered around the eastern side
of Luseka, presenting an obstacle to casual staff-student
relations,

The compact and self-contained structure of the univera;
ity conduces to a cohesive and closely=-knit community., The
few foci of sctivity makes communication easy and rapid,
Consequently the community leaders can eesily mobilise support
for any particular cause or in a crisis situation, just as the

community is very vulnersble to outside forces as when, for
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example, the police and the army surrounded and took over the

campus,

The component sections of the university community - stud-
ents, sdministration, skilled and unskilled manual lebourers
and academic staff - all interact on the same campus, While
cohesion generslly characterises relations within each group,
divisionas, confliict and indifference characterise relations
between groups. The following discussion will confine itself
to a description of the composition of the groups and an analy-
sis of the relations between each individual group and the
students,

The academic staff is nearly all expatriate, and of the ex-
patristes only a hendful are black = these coming mainly from
other Africen eduntries. In addition there are a few Indi;ns.
Many are young and come out to Zambia on three to five-year
contracts not long after they have graduated from their honme
university. The distribution of the lecturers in 1969 according
to where they received their academic treining is indicated in
Table 9t

TABLE 9 = ACADEMIC TRAINING OF 1969 LECTURERS AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAHBIA.IA

U.K, Degree only 70
U.8.A, Degree only 27
U.K. or U,.8,A, Degree and 1
Other Western Degree

Other Western Degree 5
Western Degree and/or 20
South African Degree

Degree in Developing State and 15

Western Degree
Degree in Developing State only

Degree in a Developing State
and Socialist Degree

Socialist Degree

TOTAL

| & |-
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The dominence of lecturers with only a 'Western Degree' - 72%
of the total - guggests that many had relatively little ex-
perience in teaching in an African country, though a small
number of lecturers had spent a great proportion of their time
in Africs after receiving deirees in the 'West'.

For the majority who find themselves in an African unive
ersity for the first time a period of adjustment is necessary
to acclimatise to the new environment and student. Entering
the university at "O" level after passing through a type of
secondary schooling which develops the reproductive faculties
rather than the sanalytical and critical faculties in the trad-
ition of missionary education, whose content is often divorced
from the experience of the student and whose medium is not
the student's mother tongue, the Zambian student faces problems
which do not exist for students in the "metropolitan" coun-
tries, This creates corresponding difficulties for the
lecturer. The incentive to learn is also withdrawn because
of the little competition amongst the students assured of good
Jobs after graduating and confronted with a relatively low
fallure rate.ls The lecturer for all these reasons may find
it difficult to stimulate the students even if he makes ser-
ious attempts in that direction.

Whereas in his home universities, the leéturer is ex-
pected to make contributions to both teaching and in research,
the central function of the University of Zambia as fulfilling
urgent manpower requirements inevitebly leads to a dispropor-
tionate emphasis on teaching at the expense of research,
Research facilities in the natural sciences are necessarily,
from purely financial considerations, leas well developed in

Zembia, though clearly certain branches, such as medical
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research, are of central importance to the nation's welfare,
In the humanities, aspart from the matter of expense, differ-
ent barriers obstruct the lecturer from carrying out research,
The shortage of statistics, the lack of tradition and accepi-
ability of research in the social sciences, the sensitivity
to and suspicion of criticism, the impediments of race con-
sciousness and a heritage of poor race relations, and the
necessity to learn Zambian verneculars if the researcher is
to make meaningful contect with all but the tiny minority of
English speskers, present formidable obstacles to the effect~
ive conduct of research., Though by no means insuperable, few
lecturers are sufficiently committed to Zambia to stay there
a sufficiently long time to overcome these obstacles and carry
out research which might essist in planning for national
development but would invariably help the lecturer to make
his teaching relevant to the experiences of his students.
Until such & body of knowledge and research on Zambia is avalil-
eble the lecturer will have to rely on foreign material lees
likely to interest the student. In addition to the nommal
teaching burden during temm~time, lecturers are expected to
prepare notes on their lecture courses for correspondence
students and to teach these students at clesses convened at
residentiel courses during the vacations. This further re-
duces'the time available for research, The de-emphasising of
research has one consegquence particularly germane to the ais~
cussion here, namely the corresponding enhancement in the
importence of the student in the university community,
pecisions made in politicel organs of the university, more
then is usual in other universities, revolve around the

interests of the students.
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Obtruding on the traditional student~teacher relationship
is the all pervasive black-white relationship which seriously
affects the institutional climate in which teaching takes
place., In the estsblished universities of the colonising
powers relatively little importance is attached to the nation-
elity of the lecturer (though there have been a number of
instances where political views have affected staff-student
relations) ,2® but in the new universities of Africa trying to
emerge from the heritage of colonial domination, colour becomes
a significant factor of orientation in many contexts,

Relations between students and lecturers are character-
ised at most universities by apathy and uninterest on both
sides, Relations between students and lecturers at the Univ-
ersity of Zambia are particulerly stiff due to the intervening
factor of race, Student regard for the lecturer is character-
ised by the deference-resentment syndrome; deference towards
his supposed erudition and competence as & lecturer and resent-
ment towards the continued presence of white men in positions
of suthority. In different contexts, different students will
regard the actions and views of different lecturers in a posie
tive or negative light accorging to their relative emphasis on
resentment and deference,

There are clear indications that different students will
react in different ways to the expatriate lecturers, Some more
than others will resent their presence. The first opinion péll
for example suggested a spread of attitudes towards lecturers,

Students responded to questions as follows,

There 1s too little interaction between students and
teachers

!

76% agreed, 15% were uncertain, 9% diaagreed17
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Lecturers are not interested in their students

36% agreed, 36% were uncertain, 28% diaagrcedla

The ambivalence expressed in the second set of responses suge-
gests & spectrum of positive end negative attitudes towards
lecturers, while the first set of responses represents the
expectation that lecturers should make attempts to improve
relations with their students. The more self-assured and
academically orientated students are the ones most likely to
teke & positive attitude towards the lecturers, seeing them
more as lecturers then as expatriates, ,

Students appraise lécturera not only in terms of their
caepacity to teach effectively, as they would do anywhere else,
but also in thq implicit attitudes they adopt towaerds the stu-
dents as Africaens. There are those lecturers who appear to be
excessively haresh (often well-meaning lecturers who have had
prolonged contact with Africans) and those who appear 8s ex-
cessively lenient - a form of inverted racialism common
emongst those who have had little experience of teaching in an
Africen environment. As far as the student is concerned, both
these types over-identify with the "problems of black students'
either through eriticisa or sympathy. Both, therefore,
emphasize the student's blackness as though he were a member
of e backward "specles" of mankind, On the other hand, the
students recogﬁize another type conprising those lecturers who
are too insensitive to the difficulties of the bleck student.
An editoriel in the student newspaper |Z summerises the
position,

We think there are two types of lecturers who are no

good for this place. There is the lecturer who does

not see things beyond his lecture room, He is too
preoccupied with dishing out principles that have to
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be applied in exames to secure as meny degrees for
his students as possible, He fails to grasp the
extra-mural bearing of his students. He succeeds
in manufacturing problem-solving mechines out of
his students without understanding them. He
therefore feils to help them think retionally.

The other type of lecturer is the one who tends
to over-react., He thinks he is & modern Rhodes'
mission here to solve the problems of the
indigenous people. Always a trespasser, he does
not realise that some problems had better be
solved by the Netionels themselves. In the end
his 'enthusiesm® distracts him from reality and
he ends fed up with Africs and all she breads.lg

Students will stress the expatriate role or the lecturer
role according to the situstion, Thus in those situations
where there 1s a betrayal or opposition to what studehts con=
ceive to be their interests the expatriate role will be
stressed. In those situations where support is rendered to
the student or'opposition to the student'’s enenmies is VQiéed
then the lecturer role is given emphasis. Once they step out
of the very narrow definition of the lecturer role, they auto-
matically ley themselves open to student attack in the idiom
of their expatriate sta&ps.

A group of British Citizens living in Zambia last
Thursdey sent a telegrem to Edward Heath, the
British Premier, opposing a renewsl of arms'
‘sales to the Republic of 8outh Africa., While
eppreciating this progressive stand taken by
these Britons, we at the sanme time question the
sincerity of the move, As British citizens work-
ing in Zambia, their primary aim is the security
of their jobs. They believe that the resumption
of sales of arms to South Africa is a 'hostile
act towards Zambia - our host country'. However,
it 18 also our sincere belief that the protest is
a superficial one - & hypocritical move, We
believe that once in Britain, these same people
can be ardent supporters of Enock Powel « the
national hero of the majority of the British
people, We see this protest move as a security
measure to their contracts, By simple calcula-
tion, they hope the renewal of their contracts
will be easy. In fact they know that the tele~
gram will in no way sway Heath from his policy of
sending arms to the Boers in the Republic of
apartheid.20
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Most notably smongst the 'British citizens' was a group of
lecturers end it was sgainst these that the editoriasl was
directed. Yet when the lecturers are perceived to be siding
with the students against or subjected to pressure from a
common opposition then they are viewed in a more favourable
light, Following the university crisis of July 1971 when

the university was closed and the ten member executive of

the students' union suspended, two lecturers were deported
presumably for instigating or supporting the students' action,
After the university had reopened an opinion poll was run end
gtudents were asked to state their views over the deportation
of the lecturers.

The deportation of the two lecturers was in the
interest of the nation.

3% agreed, 10% were uncertain, 87% diaagreedZI

This was an unanbiguoua expression of soliderity with the
lecturers ageinst the government., Divisions based on golour
were dissolved. Thus, the menner and extent to which the
recial or expatriate factor affects relations between students
and lecturers varies from student to student, from lecturer
to lecturer and from situation to situation, But at no time
was there any major confrontation between students and
lecturers.

The lack of interaction which characterises informal
relations between students and academic staff, also character-
iges, as one might expect, relations between students and the
menual lasbourers employed by the university, From time to
time students have complained esbout the shortcomings of the
cleaning and kitchen steff stimulating an exchange of hostili-
ties between students and the University Staff Association,
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A strike22 by the association provoked a number of letters
in UZ complaining about the '"laziness' of the associstion's
members. The President was later reported in Uz to have
attacked students at a meeting of his associstion.

The President of the UNZA non-academic staff
association slemmed the University undergrad-
uates for whet he celled "utter disrespect”
towards members of staff,

Addressing his members on Friday Mreeecses
referred to students as "being too conscious
of themselves as if they were already
graduates", ....He went on to say that nego-
tiationa were under way to enable workers to
have a free lunch at the university as no
transport was provided to take workers for
lunchcoo Q23

The reactions in the letter pages of the following issue of
UZ were equally hostile to the staff,

This is to answer Mr......who said in his
article [sic] in last week's 'UZ' publication
that students are feeling conscious of their
education. This is baseless and shasmeful.
Does he expect us to remain silent when his
men don't dust off tables in the study-
bedroome? When waiters can't serve us
properly, when cooks cook poor food, what
does Mr,.....expect us to do? Your men are
lazy today, Mr...... After that strike of
yours, I don't see why your men should have
their pey increased. Toilets go without
tollet paper or fragments; we eat 'raw' eggs;
knives, forks and spoons are Jjust heaped
together (not arranged as before the strike)
cobwebs fill the study~bedroom ceilings.,..

If he continues, the relationship between
students and the non-academic staff will be
as "rider and horse". And of course we
shall be the riders snd the workers the
hors‘ao o0 ozu

Other letters were equally devoid of sympathy for the workers'
case, suggesting that the students had assumed the posture

and attitudes of & dominant class., Thus in the confrontations
between the staff association and their employers = the unive

ersity suthorities = the students supported the latter,
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Equally, the administration has been reported as openly
supporting the students in their feud with the workers.
When the 'centeen' (cafeteria) refused to sell copies of UZ
because of the anti-worker letters it had published, the
bursar was reported to have dismissed the “seller's action
as bunkum, adding thaet the canteen did not belong to the non-
academic staff aasociation”.25 Though at no time have the
students come out in support of the staff association, the
latter did extend support to the students after their confron-
tation with the government in July 1971, When the university
waa reopened the President of the Staff Association made the
following remarkable gesture in a widely distributed open
letter to the students,

The Central Executive of the University Staff

Association 18 very pleased to welcome you back

to your normal studies, In view of this, the

entire Executive of the Association together

with its members had planned to hold e Pree-

Welcome Dence at the Ridgeway Campus this

Saturday., But after reviewing the whole posi-

tion of the other ten comrades of your Execu=-

tive who are not with us today, we have found

it very unfitting to welcome you at a dance in
the absence of the other eomradsn....26

Though probably a tacticel move designed to attract the sup-
port of the students in their pursuit of improved working
conditions, it must also be seen as an expression of solidesrity
with the student defiance of external oppression from the
government, Again relations, generally characterised in terms
of class distinctions and entagonisms, under certain circuﬁ-
stances, give way to solidarity,27

In 80 far as the students did not sympethise with the
workers' cause, 80 they became allies of the employers = the

university administration, Yet relations between students
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and the administration have not always been cordial, When
students arrived in March 1971, for example, for the begin-
ning of the academic year they found little organisation in
the provision of accommodation end many spent their first few
nights in corridors or together with two or three others in
rooms meant for two., A demonstration wes staged for the first
time within the campus against the university suthorities for
their inefficiency. The Registrar came in for bitter attack
and though he was black, students exploited his expetriate
status suggesting thet this made him unconcerned esbout
Zambians and that he should return to Ghane from whence he
had come,

More significant, perhsps, is the sdministration's respon=-
sibility for student discipline, The responsibility for dis-

28

cipline rests ultimately with the Vice-Chancellor™ but in

these matters he is advised by the Dean of Students who
mediates between the students and the sdministrstion in non-
ecadenic mattera.29 The episode in which three students were
suspended in ways which appesred to the student body as
erbltrary, illustrates some aspects of the relations between
students and administration, The students' point of view was
presented in a circular written by the President of the
students' union,

1 presume most of us have been greatly concerned
about the crime-penal complex especlally in as
far as it affects the recently suspended and ex-
pelled students, We are concerned about this not
because we do not agree that the students
involved may have been guilty of some misconduct,
but thet we strongly question whether

l, the offences committed merit the form and
severity of the punishment that goes with then,

2. the decisions which were taken were based on
dependable sources and a genulne review of the
cages with clear cut evidence from both the
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accused and the accuser at the same hearing,
in person and with the incorporation of
individuals such a8 may be necessary in the
particular case to help by way of providing
such information as may lead to 2 sane
Judgement of the case,

3, the governmental channels followed, be
it by precedent or not, were the sppropriate
ones,

4., the publication of letters such as con-
cern private individuals serves any purpose-
ful motive at all‘}O :

Not only did the President criticise the arbitrary decisions
made by the Dean of Students with the support of the Vice-
Chancellor and the manner in which the student union executive
had been by-passed, but he convened a meeting of the three
governing bodies within the student community - the Hall
Councils, the Council of Representatives and the Union Executive,
The purpose of the meeting was to consider what action, if any,
should be taken on behalf of the suspended students and what
recomnendations be presented to the Vice-Chancellor for a more
satisfactory judicial and disciplinary machinery. All this
was duly done with a list of recommendations submitted to the
Vice=Chencellor to the effect that future cases of indiscip-
line be first reported to the Hall Councils which would then,
as required, be pasaed onto the Council of Representatives

end in the more serious ceses brought before the Union
Executive for consideration and recommendation.}l In those
cases where misdemesnours are reported direct to the Dean of
Students without passing through the Hall Councils then the
former should refer the case to the Union Executive, These
recommendatione for greater student participation and coqaul-
tation in disciplinary matters were approved as a basis for

future disciplinary procedure with but few anendmenta.32
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The above case suggests that the students are concerned
to gain as much control as they can over decisions which
directly affect them. It also points to the willingness of
the administration to respect student demands for perticipa-
tion and consultation in university affairs, An index of
student participation in university decision-making forums
mey be gauged from Table 10, indicating student participation
on university committees,

TABLE 10 « UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES ON WHICH THERE

ARE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES,
The University Senate (3)
The Student Affeirs Boerd (8)
The Library Committee

'The Bookshop Committee

Part-time Degree and Diploma
Studies Committee

Public Relations Committee

The Advisory Board of the
University and the Community

The Adult Education Committee
The Centre for African Studles

The Scholarships and Prizes
Committee

The Regulations Committee

8chool of Natural Sclences
Committee (5)

The Long Term Revision of the
Degree Structure Committee (2)

(Figures in brackets refer to number of students
on the conuittec.)33

Negotiations were going on for student representation on the
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University Council, dbut have not yet bdeen accomplished because
such en arrangement requires parliasmentary 1egislation.3u In
the administration of the university, the student is accorded
considerable importance and he is often consulted through his
representstives before decisions are actuslly mede., Thus,
for example, before the university reopened, after it hsd
been closed in July 1971, the Vice=Chencellor consulted a
representation from the student body as to what he might say
in an opening sddress to the returning students to cool off
what promised to be a very tense atmosphere,

Because the research function of the university is
relatively insignificant, the tesching function takes on a
correspondingly increased importance and consequently student
affairs become the pivotal concern of the university,
Academic politics are cast in the idiom of the student inter-
est, The importance attached to the student is reflected in
the respect he is asccorded in the decision~makiﬁg processes
within the university where his genuine participation is
greater than would normally be found in universities, The
administration and the academic staff have both respected
student autonomy and the rights of the union executive to run
its own affairs in its own way, There has been a considersble
reluctance on the part of the administration and academic
staff to interfere with specifically student affairs, The
union executive has considerable influence ovér the runniné
of the university, but how muchyinflnenee has the individuel
gtudent over the decisions made by its executive? The next
section attempts an analysis of the political structure of

the student community,
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A discussion of the formal organs of student government
is insufficient as an explanation of the distribution of
influence within the student community., Therefore considera-
tion will be given to the responsiveness of the leadership to
the demands and opinions of the led, sand also to the forms
and extent of student perticipation in the government of their
community., At this Juncture no reference will be made to
divisions within the community erising out of diverse origins
relating to race, neticnality or tribe, The influence such
divisions have on student government will be considered in

following chapters,

Institutional Mechanisms of Student Government.

All registered full-time students of the University of
Zembia are members of the University of Zambia Students Union
(UNZASU), Union dues of three kwacha per student are
deducted at source, The UNZASU Executive Committee has twelve
members including a President, Vice-President, Secretary
General, Vice-Secretary Genersl, Treasurer, Vice-Treasurer,
Social and Cultural Secretary, Sports Secretary, Publicity
Secretary and three Committee Members. Elections to office
are normally held once a year in two stages epproximately one
month after the beginning of the new academic year. The first
stage is a contest for the post of President and at the second
stage, held one or two weeks léfer. the contest is for the
remaining posts.

Over and above the UNZASU Executive, there is a more

authoritative bod& = the Council of Representatives - composed
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of five members elected from each primary unit of residential
organisation together with the union Executive making st most
thirty seven members, The Chalrmsn of the Council of Repres-
entatives is the President of the union. The main task of
the Council is to review the activities of the union executive
end normally meets once or twice & year, It has the power to
recommend to the student body &s a whole the suspension or
Aismissal of any member of the union, Thus in 1971 the
Council of Representastives sat to discuss the *misappropria-
tion' of union funds and decided to dismiss the incumbent
S8ocisl and Cultural S8ecretary and to suspend the Treasurer
from their offices, Following the government's suspension
of the entire student executive from the university, the
Council, at a meeting on 30th September, 1971, decided to
refer the question of fresh elections to the entire student
body. The Council if it is convened can act as a powerful

formal check on the union executive,
ial ug o e d ip.

The mechanisms for overturning the incumbent union
executive each year and the provision, which hes been used,
for the Council of Repreaentatives to dismiss or suspend
mermbers of the executive during their term of office in
themselves go & long way to promoting & leadership sensitive
to the needs and demands of the led, In a discussion of the
structural prerequisites of democratic government in trade
unions I.ixmet.z’5 has suggested thét status differentisls between
the leaders and the led is conducive to oligarchic government.
The desire to retain high status and rewerdes of leadership

will encourasge the incumbent lesdership to resist its
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democratic removal through the control or suspension of

elections, The greater the status differential between the
leaders and the led the more determined will the former be

to eliminate those 'democratic' procedures which threaten to
unseat them, This is particularly true when the deposed
leaders have no alternative but to return to the lowly status
from which they rose, Though student leaders lose their
status when they leave office, and become once more a member
of the led, nevertheless the descent is not a great one.36
Within the student community the rewards of leadership in
terms of power, prestige and wealth are relatively samall,
indeed the history of the UNZASU executives suggests that
leadership involves considerable risk to a university career.
The first President in 1966, a student from Kenya, had to
leave during his term of ofrice37 and his successor also left
while 8till in office.>® The next President was overthrown
together with his executive for abusing his powers and estab=-
lishing a close relation with government which almost led to
the introduction of a student national service, 1967 wit-
nessed the short and eventrulycarecr of Henry Chendes who was
suspended from the university by the Vice~Chancellor after
leading a demonstration sgainst the Zembia Mail end writing
what was interpreted in government circles as a highly insulte
ing letter to the Minister of State for Presidential Affairs,
Aaron Milner. The following regime of 1968 was led by a |
Rhodesien who was dismissed fromroffioe by the student body
for the misappropriation of funds, The same fate befell the
Malawian student elected to President the following year,
Only Marshall Bushe - President in 1970 - managed to stay a

full year in office. The entire executive of 1971 was suspended



131,

half way through the yesr by the government. Such a history
might well discourage students from standing for positions

in the union executive, but add %o this the normal burden of
academic studies which are not lightened for members of the
executive, it is remarkable that there are so many contest~
ants for the posts. In other countries to have been President
of the Union 1s regarded by outside society as a prestigious
and creditable aschievement which places one in a favourable
position when it comes to applying for jobs for example.39

In Zambia partly because of the lack of a university tradi-
tion and partly because of the low esteem and suspicion that
enshrouds the graduate, such prestige is not conferred upon
the ex-president when looking for employment. His position
as President has only ensbled him to possibly establish ¢one
tacts with members of government which may conceivadbly afford
him a favoured position on greduating. Given a relatively
low status and few rewards, the member of the union executive
is not likely to try and perpetuate his position in office,
even if he survives for the entire academic year.uo Therefore
democratic procedures within the student community are un-

likely to be threatened by the student executive,
Partic tion in the Small Scal ommunity.

Lipnetul suggests that one of the guarsntees of democ-
racy in private government is high level of participation A
amongst the membership and in those trade unions where this
takes place he speaks of an "occupational community".

The frequent interaction of union members in all
spheres of life appears to make for a high level
of interest in the affairs of their unions, which
translates itself into high participation in
local orgenisations and a greeter potentisl for
democracy and membership influence.2+2
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The residential university, such as the University of Zambia,
represents an extreme form of "occupational community” where
members live, eat, work and play together all within the same
confined area, This too makes for & very closely kn.it‘“3 and
therefore cchesive community in which many of those with

whom one interacts, interact with one another, Communication
between students in such a confined geographicael area is easy
and discussion on affairs and issues affecting the student
community finds no obstacles. Since nearly all students eat
at two contiguous dining halls, circulars distributed there
at meal times will be read by the vast majority of the commun~
ity.

Because the student community 1s soc concentrated and
because it is still a2 smallescale society there is no need for
an administrative bureaucracy to run its affairs efficiently.
Thus one of the main deterrents to democracy - bureaucracy =
has not appeared in the comnunityyu Instead, leaders are
inevitably always accessible to the led and, therefore, cannot
avoid continual preasure from the rank and rfile to conform
to the latter's demands and expectations. Unable to escape
such pressure, the leadership tends to be very responsive to
the led, Not only is the leadership accessible to the rank
and file but its actions are, for similar reasons, very
'visible' to the community and any departures from acceptable
practices are quickly brought tco the notice of the entire
conmunity.u5 Thus money is misappropristed not during term-
time but during the vacations.

The consequences of bureaucratic sdministration, conduce
ive to the development of oligarchical tendencies, are not

present in the student community. There is no control over
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internal communications, no censorship of views opposed to

the incumbent government and thus no formal obstacle to the
crystallisation of an oppositional group, Communication of
sentiments opposed to the incumbent lesdership within the
student community can take place at the informal level through
sociel interaction, or at s more formal level through the
medium of circulars distributed at mesltimes, notices pinned
up around the campus or the convening of meetings, But
perhaps the most effective means of expressing opposition to
or c¢riticising the union executive or, indeed, any other
interest in the student, university and wider soeietai com~-
munities is through the medium of the independent press,

Student Journalism has developed in fits and starts, The

rirst newspaper was the Yolgce of UNZA -~ printed for and spon=
sored by the student union for both internal and external
readership, which never really got off the ground“é until it
was revived in 1970 as a stencilled quarto size weekly., As
the Editor of the independent UZ clsimed, being a mouthplece
of the union executive, it would die a natural death, It

only ren for a few months, The publicity secretary of the
first student government of 1971 was a8lsc a keen Journalist
and leading member of the UNZA Journalist club, He was con-
cerned to combine The Sperk (the Journalist Club's newspaper
begun in 1969 which appeared two or three times each term in

a printed form designed to cater both for internal and exteinal
readership) of which he wes the Chief Editor, and the Yoice of
IRZA. Eventually with the financial essistence of the univers-
ity administration The Observer waa floated and has so far
gone into three 1nsues.u7 This too was &8 much aimed at the

wider public as it was to the student body. The price which
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must be paid for a student newspaper with as polished a

format and presentation as the Qbserver is the loss of independ-
enice and a limitation on the type of article which can be
accepted., Sponsorship from the union or the university admin-
istration hes frequently led to tension and conflict between
the editorial board and the UNZASU executive, particularly

when the executive comes under attack in the ncwspapers.ha
Secondly the considerable time lag between going to press and
the completion of printing (some two weeks) renders news
items largely obsolete when read by the student, An external
sudience is essential to its success and this too affects the
content. For these reessons the printed newspapers have not
normelly had a very long life nor heve meny issues appeared,
However, as regards the independent press produced solely for
internal readership the success of the eight to fourteen page
weekly, UZ, is unrivalled. Undoubtedly the most popular
student newspaper produced on the campus, priced at two ngwee
and selling approximately 800 coples each Monday, Uz caters
for a wide range of interests and exhibits a quality which
varies considerably from week to week. 1t is produced spon-
taneously over the week-end on stencils and receives a small
revenue from advertisements. It was begun in 1969 and in
1970 became an 'institution' st the campus producing some
twenty-one issuea. The ssme number sppeared in 1971,

There have been occasions when UZ hes unveiled union
executive practices which are npt wholly consonant with the
student interest end invited the students to question the
legitimacy of the union leadership, In one of its issues
UZ revesled under the headiine 'Students angered,.."filthy

UNzAsu™ * L9 that the social and cultursl secretary had been
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misusing his powers. He was accuged of’ choosing his own

‘adherents' for people serving on the television programme

Your University and that these people were 'not worth the
Job at a11',%° In addition UZ reported that

ssestwenty-one students, including three girls,
are to go and attend conferences in UeSeAe,y
Europe and East Africa., The names of the
students going to these places may not be
revealed to avoid embarassment...Meanwhile
Mre.sssshas denied that the choice of

students going oversess was his own respongi-
bilityc srepy

Writing in the Yoice of UNZA, three days later the UNZASU
Publicity Secretary in en open letter to the Chief Editor of
UZ warned

The role that your paper, BZ, has essumed is
disastrous, divisive, degrading, unimpressive,
and to say the least has fallen short of serv-
ing the students' interests,....Msany members
of this community - female and male -~ heve
been petitioning me to ban your paper, 1t
would be painful for me to such a thing for 1
believe in the freedom of the press, and not
the sarcasam, bisas, abusiveness of the Press,

The UNZASU government is now asking you to
change your course of Jjournalistic menoeuvre,
and we hope for this change, the sooner the
bettero oo 052

Both the Chief and Senior Editors of Uz were called before
the union executive to explain their actions but the meeting
ended with
¥§ 8till maintaining her complete sovereignty,
e Secretery General and the Publicity

Secretary remained adsment to all positive
evidence substantiating the alleeationa....s3

The following issue of UZ devoted five of its fourteen pages

to some of the letters sent in supporting UZ in its 'struggle
against corruption' and attacking the publicity secretary for
his uncalled for tirsde on Jz.” In fact the Editor-in-Chief

became very much a hero in the eyes of the student body, and
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the UNZASU executive had little slternative but to cancel
plans for student participation in foreign conferences, and

tc bow to overwhelming student opinion, UZ had in this ins-
tance clearly reversed an UNZASU executive decision against
its will, highlighting its influence over student government,
This was the only unequivocal example of a drematic reversal
in policy effected by the student press, The probability

that 'melpractices' will be discovered and revealed in the
press must make student government very wary of actually en-
gaging in activities that would be regerded as illegitimate,
In other words the power of the student press and student
opinion resides more in precluding from the outset certain
choices of action, than in influencing which of a number of
legitimate modes of action is actually chosen in the declision-
making process, This 'restrictive fece of power'55 is all

the more effective because of the accessibility and visibility
of the leadership in the small-scale community,

Apart from the control of communication oligesrchical
governments tend to monopolise the chances of learning the
political skills, necessary to unseat the incumbent leadership,
Here again the nature of the student community maekes any such
monopoly impossible. One of the bases for selection to enter
university rests on a person's ability to articulate his
views, and there are many occasions when he can exercise guch
abilities in front of a student audience, Apart from axpléit-
ing the written medium of the student press snd mealtime cir-
culars, participation in student societies affords opportuni-
ties of aessimilating and learning political skills, There
are a wide variety of societies and assoclations on the campus

but few have established themselves as active bodies and it
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1s the same people who tend to run esch society, The

University of Zembia Drametic Society (UNZADRAM) is probably

the strongest and moet successful society on campus. It has
in the past competed, with considersble success, in national
emateur dramatic competitions. It has staged a number of
well received and well publicised performances such as the
drematisation of Che Guevara before delegates to the Non-
Aligned Internationel Conference of 1970 and the open-air
play Chikwakwa theatre was built by members of UNZADRANM,
Apart from UNZADRAM there 1s en active Student Christisan
Association which meets regulasrly once or twice each week,
There are also the less well patronised assoclations and
societies linked to broed academic disciplines such as the
Medicsal Association, the Engineera' Association, the Education
Associstion, the Economics Club, Public Administration Assoc-
iation, the Business Association, Geographicel Association,
Law Society, and the Sociological Association, Significantly
there is no political association, though in 1968 such en
associstion, with distinctive Marxist or sccislist flevour,
did exist but this collepsed after the departure of its key
members, There is no branch of any political party on the
campus and the body nesarest to any consistent political ges=-
tures has been the Socioclogical Association which has taken
it upon itself to invite prominent politiciens and ex-
politiciens both from the government and opposition beneheﬁ
to come and talk to the student body on political matters of
topical interest, There is also an active debating society,
which naturally promotes the akill of public spesking. Hold-
ing an important executive position in aﬁy of these assoclia-

tions offers the aspirent leader a platform for publicity.
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However, such associations do not promote their own candi-
dates for office in the union executive to the same extent as
is to be found in, for exsmple, British Civic Universities
where active participation in a politicsl society is in some
cases a sine qua non for s successful campaign for position
in the union executive or student representative council,
Because of the smell sige of the student community at UNZA
candldates for office do not depend on sponsorship by some
organisation, Affilietion to & particular association or
comnitment to a politicel orientetion are largely irrelevant
to the appraissl of candidates in the student elections at
UNZA.56

Nor 4o these associations, partly because they are not
yet established, act as pressure groups for the pursuit of
the interests of their members., Though there are small dig=-
bursements available from union funds the student government
has little influence or impact on the associations and their
interests cannot be furthered through the gpplication of pres-
sure to the student union executive, 8Since the leadership is
accessible to the rank and file snd responsive to the demands
and expectations of the latter and because the interests of
the student community are relatively homogeneous there is
little need of organised pressure groups to promote the inter-
esta of the rank snd file, As a result there are no strong
organisations which mediate between the atudent and his leadznh

Just as the union executive is accessible to influence
from the led ac the rank and file are available for mobiliza-
tion by the leadership. This is readily observable in the
participation patterns of the student body, particulsrly in

crisis situations. Thus overall participstion in such events
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a8 voting are relatively high., 66 per cent of the students
voted in the 1971 presidential elections and L8 per cent in
the 1970 elections.57 The relative low turnout in 1970 may
be accounted for in terms of the historical record of
'irresponsible’ leadership involving 'corrupt practices and
excessive drinking' and the adverse criticism levelled
against all three contestants as equally unsuited to the
position of President, Student denonstrationsstaged outside
the British High Commission in 1970 and the French Embeassy
in 1971 hed very strong followings, An estimated 90 per cent
of the student population were involved in the first and
over 60 per cent in the second. Over 50 per cent of students
would attend meetings addressed by eminent politicians,
Whereas under normal circumstances it is ﬁhe leaderéhip
which is responsive to preasure from below, in a crisis situs-
tion, dzmonstration, or packed political meeting it is the
reank and file which becomes accessible to "mess mobilisation',
The structure of the student community - its cohesiveness
based on common interests and its close—knittedneaa58 - fosters
rank and file mobilisation and the resistence to the develop=-
ment of counterveiling pressures. The absence of strong
organisations, interest groups, etc. mediating between the
leaders and the led militates against the expression of
opposition to the majority view. 1In circumstances where it
appears to the majority that unity is vital, minority views
are not tolerated and if necessary crushed through pressures

of intimidation, >’
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onflict betw tudent Bo d the Unio de .

Inherent in any leadership is an element, however slight,
of bureaucratisation., Though the union is keenly sensitive
to pressure from below, nevertheless other pressures are
brought to bear which conflict with the interests of the
student body as & whole., The existence of cross pressures
contributes to the instebility of the position of the President
of the Union. Since the inception of the university in 1966
only one President has managed to stay his full term in office,
The remainder lost their posts for any of three ressons. The
first category is suspension by the university authorities for
leading or partaking in public criticism of the government or
one of its most senior leaders., A second group have been
oustéd by the student body itself for 'corrup. practices' in
particular the misappropriastion of student union funds.
Presidents in & third category were suspended from office for
entering into a tacit alliance with government leading to the
advocacy of views dissonant with the student interest as per-
celved by the student body. Consideration of the first
category will be deferred to a later chapter, while the second
and third categories will be considered in turn as manifesta-
tions of the disparate and often conflicting interests of the
leaders and the led.

In the eyes of the student body, the use of union funds
to meet private financial obligations, while emphatically
condemned, is nevertheless an established practice amongst
officers in the union executive, At the UNZASU General Meet-
ings, the item that invariably excites the most controversy

and suspicion, as well as consuming the greatest time, is the
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one related to financial matters., No student government is
free from suspicion and at least two Presidents have been

60 Scandals of

deposed for alleged misappropriation of funds,
'corrupt executives' appear regularly in the pages of UZ.
The newly elected student government of 1971, set up a
Commission of Inquiry to investigate an alleged misappropris-
tion of funds to the tune of seventeen thousand kwacha. The
Commission established to its own satisfaction that there had
been some considerable misappropriation of funds eand was able
to isolate certain members of the executive as clearly guilty
of misusing union funds., (Though the Commission meintained
that some seventeen thousand kwacha had indeed been lost,
they were not able to discover precisely how this came about.)éSl
So frequent have been the accusations, and in some cases they
have been proven beyond doubt, that the rank and file expect
each executive to 'misuse' funds and the more cynical suggest
that students stand as candidates with the express intention
of making a personsl financial gain if elected to office,

S8uch a view of leaderships is not confined to the student
body but prevails amongst trade union memberships, outside
the univeraity.62 In the country at large there is evidence
that the ruled look upon the national leadership as 'lining
their pocketa' with public money.63 Leaders are indeed ex-
pected to favour their kinsmen or tribesmen in the distribu-
tion of the available valued goods, Thus 'corruption' of
this kind is at once both ccndemned and exploited by the led
and in this way perpetuated,

Interpreted as a manifestation of traditionsl, particu-

laristic values by soue social acientists,éu the Zambian

Justifies such practices by reference to African tradition in



L2,

which primordial or particularistic loyslties to kinsmen,
tribesmen etc, sre given greater emphasis and value than
commitment to the wider public., But corruption is & universsal
phenomenon to be found not only in Zsmbian or other such
socleties but in private and public governments throughout the
world, Lipset, for example, considers that corruption is a
consequence 'of specific social structures where conformity
to one norm necessarily involves violation of snother norm'.65
According to Lipset, corruption in trade unions in America
stens from the conflict between the norms of achievement and
democracy both, in his view, fundementsal components of the
velue system of American society. Though this mey indeed ex=-
plain the source of ‘corruption', it does not explain why in
some situstions such a conflict of norms gives rise to
'corruption' whereas in other circumstances it does not, In
other words what generates a commitment to particularistic
norms at the expense of universalistic norms?

Rapid upward group mobility, es when the Zambian politi-
cal &lite took over from the colonial government, promotes a
state of agnomie in which pre-existing social constraints are
cast aside., The social constraints imposed on a subject
group by a ruling class are no longer applicable to the emerg-
ent group, which rises into the positions vacated by the
colonialists. Thus while the social constraints of the colon-
ial era are cest sside, no new set makes its appearance to‘
contain the behaviour of the 'nqw political &11te'.66 Pres-
sure from below and from the side are unavailsble to establish
a commitment to universalistic norms over and above the pursuit
of private interest. Once the political &lite establishes a

pattern of behaviour which is readily observable as
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emphesizing particularistic norms, then, belng so saslient a
reference group, other leaderships in society award corres-
ponding legitimacy to ‘corrupt' practices.

Commitment to particularistic as opposed to universalis-
tic norms will be governed by s balance of pressures, Amongst
student leeders the pressures towards particularism may come
from without in the form of obligations to kinsmen or the
adoption of a particular life style appropriate to the status
of & student leader or from within in the form of keenly felt
personal aspirations and desires, accentuated by a background
of poverty. On the other side, universalistic commitments
will be pursued according to the sanctions the student body
can apply to its leadership for 'misusing' public funds. In
the past the student body has been able to apply no other
effective sanctions but moral censure and suspension from
office, The money ‘'misappropriasted’ has never been recovered.

The execution of 'corrupt' practices will be contingent
on available opportunities. In the case of the student
government the check~off system of contributing to union funds
and the authority to dispense with that money residing within
the executive offers ample opportunity for channelling money
into private pockets rather than union projects.

Finally the partisl commitment to particularistic norms
may be interpreted as a 'reward’ for a pertial acceptance of
universalistic norms, Thus student leaders may regard the‘
chennelling of union funds into their own pockets as an
appropriate reward for the services they have rendered to the
student body, This is likely to be the case in those communi-
ties where voluntary service is not acknowledged as rewarding

in itself, There is indeed a significant absence of voluntary
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numerous such activities which take place for example in
British universitiea.67 On the other hand, the status and
prestige accorded to the position of President of the Students'
Union outside the university in England is very much greater
then it 1s in Zamblia where it has connotations of arrogance
and &litism, The small status differential which separates
the student leader from the led end its poor image outside
the campus 1s compensated for by taking possession of some of
the union funds, In this way the rewards for taking on the
cnerous and risky role of President of the union are
extracted in & manner which may not be necessary in the cone
text of universities in other sgocieties,

A further significant factor in the disbursement of
union funds brought to light by the Nguni Commission was the

68 The failure on

absence of a reliable accomt%ng system,
the part of executive to introduce such a system may be attrib-
uted either to ignorance or to a deliberate neglect with a
view to facilitating the use of student funds for private
purposes. Though 'corruption' quickly excites the indignation
of the atudent body, the betrayal of student interests to the
individual interest is in meny ways preferable to a betrayal

to the government interest. There have been two issues on
which the student leadership has yielded to lateral pressure
from government rether than succumb to counter-pressures ffom
the renk and file., The first concerned a prospective National
Service to which the student body was opposed and the second
concerned the appropriate action to be taken to ensure that

student bursarlies were increased,

After the President had invited a group of approximately
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twenty students, including the union executive, to the State
House for dinner and explained to them the problems the
country was facing, the union leadership and others who had
been invited began to urge for the introduction of national
service for students, This initiative from the leadeprship
was rejected by the student body as a whole, and, indeed, the
leadership must have been aware that this suggestion was not
very popular, as an opinion poll had earlier shown,

Students should be forced to participate in a

National Service of one year before receiving
their first degree.

36%‘agr¢ed, 9% were uncertain, 55% disagree 69

As early as 1967 the incumbent President was ousted by the
student body because he had been conducting negotiations with
the government for the introduction of s National Service for
students, In both cases the leadership was responding to
the national interest rather than the narrower student
interest.

The second example concerns the issue of student grants,
The student body have been clamouring for an increase in bure
saries for some time on the grounds that they hed not changed
ever since the university had begun., Negotiations with
government had seemed to break down and many spparently wished
to demonstrate over the issue, as early as March 1970, The
student government brought into office in April 1970 set
sbout renewing negotiations with the government, Presenting
a summary of the situation, in May 1971, Just before leaving
office, the President sald that the proposals now being con-
sidered should bear fruit but if they didn't then there was no

other course of action than some form of demonstration, No
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progress was in fact made and the third opinion poll revealed
students' preferences as regards possible demonstrations,
when students in other parts of the world are
demonstrating against U.,S., presence in South
East Asia then we should also demonstrate,
26% agreed, lL% were uncertain, 60% disagreed?o
If economic sanctions on Rhodesia are formally
1lifted by the British Government then students

should demonstrate outside the British High
Commission,

53% agreed, 17% were uncertain, 30% diaagreed?l

If student bursaries are not increased then a
demonstration should be staged outside the
Ministry of Education,

70% agreed, 12% were uncertsin, 18% disagreed72

Though the demonstration over student bursaries had the great=-
est appeal, it was a demonstration against the French for
their assistance in asugmenting the South African supply of
arms, which actually took place. The student leaders were
very unwilling to stage a demonstration for the purposes of
jinereasing student grents for a number of reasons, but upper-
most in their minds must have been the risk they incurred from
a hostile government. Student leaders are generally cautious
about staging public demonetrations which express student
opposition to govermment policy. (The two that have been 80
staged have ended up with student leaders suspended.73) The
bursary and national service issues represent the two most
notable instences of the student leadership making voluntary
concessions to 'moderaste' leadership.

Though the student leadership 1s generally responsive to

the demands and expectations of the led, this is not the view
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Student leaders do not represent the student body

as a whole,

% agreed, 32% were uncertain, 1L% disagreed7h

51% agreed, 23% were uncertain, 26% disagreed75

The expression of dissatisfaction reflects on the one hand
the expectation of unwavering loyalty from the leadership and
on the other hand the checkered history of executive officers
who heve been ousted for misuse of student funds or for est-
ablishing close ties with government., That only one governe
ment has survived its full term in office is as much an index
of the expected devotion to the interests of the community,
as it is of the unrepresentativeness of the student leadership.
In choosing their Presidents, students have elected
those candidates who were the least likely to submit to oute
side pressurea detrimental to the student interest end who
were the least likely to 'misuse' union funds. This may be a
partial explanation as to why, of the last four Presidents
elected by the student body, three of them have been non-
Zembian Africans, The status of ‘'aliens' - as they are
referred to - 18 thwart with insecurity snd the government has
been loth to offer them citizenship rights and in some cases

has refused to extend residence permits.76

At the university
he has often been the subject of abuse for his sometimes
close affiliation with white students, particularly females,
and for his lack of interest in fighting for the freedom of
his homelands in Rhodesla and South Africa.77 The Rhodesian
or South Africsn black is therefore very vulnersble to pres-

sures from the Zambian students snd a President from one of
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these nationslities would be very wary about antagonising

the student body. Secondly, being an alien, the Rhodesian

or South African President would have less interests in est-
ablishing a close affiliation with government, than the
Zambian President whose future is in Zambia and whose support
could be canvassed for on a sectional basis.

Though the student community will attempt to exercise the
fullest control over its executive, nevertheless as the unive-
ersity expands in size so the student government will be
bureaucrstised with increasing status differentials between
leaders and led and a less accessible and visible government,
Such tendencies could lead to an executive more amenable to
outside pressure and private interest and less sensitive to

the demands of the rank and file.,

Incompatible Political Structures as a Source oOf Tensiop.

A leadership sensitive to the led and devoted to the pur-
guit of the student interest to the exclusion of other compet-
ing interests in the wider society leads to what is seen from
outside as 'irresponsible' or ‘selrish' leadership. The very
characteristics of the commuﬁity which encourage high levels
of participation in student government and which sensitise
the leadership to the demands end the mood of the led, and
therefore do not permit the moderation of those demands, are
also responsible for tensions between students and the govern-
ment. Uneble to compromise the student interest in competition
with a host of other interest gioups in the wider soclety, the
leadership is viewed by the government as extremist and
irresponsible.

On the other hand, a bureaucratised form of government
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whose continued existence is not so dependent on support from
the governed and less responsive to the demands of the rank
and file 1s better placed to compromise the interests of the
rank and file when competing with conflicting demands from
other sections of society. In moderating the demands made on
behalfl of 1ts membership, the leadership of the bureaucratised
private government may be rewarded with admission to the rule
ing class where its bid for continual leadership will bde sup-
ported by other sections of the ruling class, In Zambia, for
example, the bureaucratisation of the mineworkers' union has
led to the emergence of a leadership less sensitive to the
demands of its membership but whose continued dominance hes
been made possible through legislative action by government
(the outlaswing of rivel trade unions and the legislation for
one union in one industry), support from management (the intro-
duction of the union dues shop so that the leadership no
longer hes to 'fight' for following amongst the rank and file
with extremist demands) and the coercive machinery of the
state (the intimidation of rival leaders). The leadership,
having little legitimacy from the rank and file, nevertheless
pre-eupts the emergence of an alternative less 'moderate’
leadership more responsive to the demands of the workers and
less responsive to pressures from menagement and government.78
Lipset has summarised the position,

Integration of members within a trade union, a

politicel party, s farm organisation, a pro-

Tessionel society, may increase the chances

thet members of such organizations will be

active in the group eand have more control over

its policies, But extending the functions of

such organizations s0 as to integrate their

members may threaten the larger political sys-

tem because it reduces the forces making for
compromise and understanding smong conflicting

groups. g
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The structure of the student community which lends
itself to active involvement by the students in self=-
government asnd which reises a leadership sensitive to the
student interest, also brings the student body into tension
with the wider society in particular the government. The
tension will be the greater the lower the legitimacy of con-
flict in that society. The examination of the Zambian poli=-
tical structure in the previous chapter revealed it less able
and the government less willing to tolerate opposition then
in those societies in which the libersal university has been
nurtured. Tension between students and government is, there-
fore, likely to be greater in Zambia than in England, At
times when the government is less prepared to tolerate opposi-
tion, becomes more authoritarisn and when stress in the
politicael system is particularly acute, then tension between
students and government will incresse correspondingly. Again
the more sectional are the student demands, the more tension
they are likely to create, 1t is not surprising, therefore,
to find a student leadership, concerned to protect itself,
resisting some extremist student demands in an attempt to
avoid kindling the tension between students and the govern-

ment or party.

U PPOSITION, 3N .

The intellectuals of the underdeveloped countries
since they acquired independence, insofar as they
are not in authority, do incline toward an enti-
political, oppositional sttitude. They are dis-
gruntled. The form of the constitution does not
please them and they are reluctent to play the
constitutionel game. Many of them desire to ob-
struct the government or give up the game of
politics altogether, retiring into a negative
state of mind asbout all institutional politics or
at least about any political regime which does
not promise a "clean sweep” of the 1nherited.ardlr.ao
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Shils locates two sources of oppositionalism characteristic
of intellectuals in the 'new nations', the first in the
heritage of oppositional politics from the colonial period
and a second in the aversion to bureaucratic legzl government
in contradistinction to the all-embracing diffuse authority

81 Cver and above these

of the 'indigenocus traditions',
origins there are of course those which characterise intel-
lectual communities elsewhere, Lipset, for example, has
delineated a set of structurasl factors which predispose the
intellectual to 'leftism' in the United States of Americs,
including the fear of the power of 'business', absence of
conservative ideologies, isolation from the &lites of the
country, relatively low income as compared with other profes-
sions, the feeling that he is not accorded deference commen=-
surate with his self esteem and the questioning of the stutus
guo which inevitably accompenies any creative process.82 A
number of these factors can be carried over into the Zambisan
context,

In the wider social system, the Zambian student hsas
little influence over decisions of major consequence, and is
excluded from zctive participation in the political system,
His status in many contexts is low as a consequence of hos=
tile propaganda and he is not accorded the deference that he
believes his superior enlightenment deserves, His economic
status, incomparably superior to all but a minority of '
Zambisns, is at the same time equelly inferior to the ruling
class, conceived as the dominant reference group. Of itself,
the student's role=status in the social, politicel and

economic structures of society lends itself neither to feel=-

ings of deprivetion or gretification, However, once a series
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of reference groups and a set of expectations are introduced
he evaluates his position in negative terms,

Though the most highly educated section of society, the
student is nevertheless to be found outside the ruling class.
Given the importance of education in the central systems of
values and priorities, the student's elevated status in the
educational hierarchy, 'incongruent' with his lowly position
in the soclal, economic and political structures, fosters
feelings of intense relative deprivation in these institu-
tional spheres.s3 In a 'Western' society & person, in particu-
lar a student, will hold positions in the sepaerate institu-
tional hierarchies of roughly equal status, The structures
are said to be 'congruent' and deprivation deriving from ine
consistent positioning in the different status hierasrchies is
relatively rare,

Deprivation in the wider political system is further
exacerbated by the contrast of the political structures of
the university system and the wider Zambian social system,
Whereas the student participates in and influences decisions
made by his own student government and by the univeraity
authorities he is accorded no such influence in the wider
systen,

Thirdly the student feels deprived on account of the
difference between his present economic, political and social
standing in the Zambian soclety as compared to his expected
future stetus es a member of a professional class. All three
factors typical of the student role-stastus in the Zambian
social structure, intensify the feelings of relative deprivae
tion felt by students and intellectuals in any soclety. The

existence of such Teelings of deprivation are possibly
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reflected in the student's sssessment of his position in

Zambian soclety.

Students are en &lite cut off from Zambisn society,

24% agreed, 20% were uncertain, 565 disagreedsu

Students belong to the upper class of Zambian society

28% agreed, 1L4% were uncertain, 58% disagreed85

Compounding the feelings of deprivation and inclining
the student towards 'oppositionalism'® is a further factor in-
herent in the liberal university, namely the conflict between

the 'creative process' or 'search for truth' and the preser-

vation of the status quo.86 As one student wrote in the

columns of UZ.

The university exists to teach and pursue truth,
It faces all around it and within it untruths,
The student is told that he must search for truth
and finds around him the denial of truth of life
and liberty of masses of people in his country.
He imbibes doctrines of equality and human rights
and sees around him incessant violstions of human
rights., He is told that the basis of scholarship
is objectivity and finds that his life snd thsat
of his parents and socliety is based on personsal
pursuits snd impersonal egoism not high sounding
philosophies., He 18 exhorted to use his imagina-
tion as an instrument of progress and sees its
methodical sbuse in the ingenuous transformation
of sense into nonsense and nonsense into sense.87

The libersl ethos enshrined in the outlook of the architects
of the university, its two Vice=Chancellors (Dr, Anglin and

Professor Goma - both brought up in the Western tradition of
university education), and its academic staff is expected to
develop the critical and analytical faculties of the student
and therefore opposes the status quo, leading to an assault

on the surrounding society.

Orientation to the political system, the national
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leadership and the nationel philosophy reflect the influence
of the above factors on the student's outlook upon society

and his position in it,

Orientation to the Wider Political System.

Students recorded their disenchantment with the little
influence they are accorded in the wider system iIn the opin=
ion polls. Thelr assessment of that system and those who
operate it finds expression in en idiom which acknowledges
the university and student communities as en implicit frame
of reference. The weekly columns of UZ provide ample
evidence of the manner in which the 'moral criticism' is
cast.88

One dimension abgent in the student and university
government but present in the national government is lesder-
ship accese to coercive force, It was noted earlier that the
first cleshes between student and UNIP revolved around the
latter's use of force in its card checking campaigns and that
in 1966 the NUZS Annual Conference condemned such action by
the Youth wing of the party.89 Students are particularly
conscious of violence at the time of elections,

When elections take place people will be barred

from bars, shops and other public places, They

will be beaten and police will Jjust look on be~

cause there is a law which allows it so long as

the man doing the clobbering belongs tc the

right party. Afterwards, big politicians,

peocple who should have told their trigger-happy,

stone~howling lieutenants what to sey and do,

will thenk the common man for fairness and

peacefulness of the elections., By thsat they

will mean that not enough skulls were bsshed in

the Copperbelt, not too obvious rigging or mige

counting of papers was brought to light,
90

Though there esre effective institutionsl mechanisms for
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controlling the leadership on campus, students perceive no
such effective mechanisms at the netional level. The formal
elections conducted every four years snd the continued exist-
ence of a formal opposition are looked upon with scepticism,
because, in the student's view, the government fails to
regard them in the spirit for which they were intended.

veeesit is interesting to follow the steps leading
to the ballot. There is the business of campaign=
ing. That the ruling psrty monopclises the cam-
paigning media is of little doubt, It is not sur-
prising that opposition parties find themgelves
campaigning indoors and do without posters because
publishing compenies for fear of getting into
trouble with government, are often reluctant to
print for them. Radio broadcasts which are solely
in the hands of government: do not for one moment
mention opposition parties' nemes unless for the
gsake of disgracing them in one way or another,

The pre=-voting period is controlled in such a man=-
ner as to allow as little publicity, if any, of
the opposition es possible to reach the rural
areas., A very embarrassing situation comes when
opposition parties are banned only a few days be-
fore polling day. Their leaders sare put under
arrest on the excuse that the prevailing riots
were initiated by them, While thie may be a des~
perate action, let us look at cases where govern-
ments have been silent sfter hearing that their
youthe (some older than my father) started trouble
and in a bid to retaliate, the opposition members
were triumphant. Some governments do not hesitate
to ben the innocent opposition end find themselves
in a shameful position on hearing that those
alleged to have started the trouble have been
acquitted in court....91

The state apparatus - the forces of coercion, the mass media
and the lew - is crudely seen as an instrument which the rul-
ing class manipulates to perpetuate its rule, On the other
hand, student government has no access to coercion, cannot‘
control communications or the expression of oppositional views,
and has no opportunity to influence Jjudicial proceedings as,
for example, in the case of the Nguni Commission which was
virulently devoted to exposing the malpractices of student

92

government, 4 further contrast between student and nstional
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government is the socisl distance between the leaders and the
led, Within the student community rewards in terms of status,
power and wealth for tsking up office are small and the des-
cent into the rank and file is slight compared with the
differentials which separate the leaders from the led at the
national level, National leaders, if they lose their posts,
would have difficulty in finding alternative positions with
equivalent power, prestige and wealth, By contrast, the
student leader can continue to be active &nd influential in
student politics even after his term in office as an informal
lesder endowed with experience 1n student government, Ex-
leaders sre regarded with a certaln reverence and are sought
sfter for advice., Thus the President in 1971 would consult
the President of 1970 on matters of student government and on
occasions, where leadership was crucial as for example when
demonstrations have been staged outside British and French
Embassies, it was the student leaders of previous regimes who
featured most prominently. To forestall a severe fall in
status, the national leadership tends to eliminate those pro-
cedures which allow the replacement of one government by
gnother culminating in the creation of the one party state,

Sad to imagine most African governments fall be-

cause the leaders (everyone of the Messiahs)

purport themselves to be their own countries’

¥osges who must lead the flock to paradise =
indispensable ones who will insult their elec-
torate, The insults, the despotism, are tanta-
mount to Moses hitting the stone fiercer than
was commended, The leaders will stend on a hill
and look yonder to see what they'll forego.
This i1s after they've clung to their posts =
nations never use their best breins since they
are a challenge to the 0ld folk, Leaders talk
like parrots and the electorate dance, Leaders
pick on the dullest brains, breed them, and so
the henchmen will never let go.93



The one party state is perceived as & means of perpetuating
send consolidating the rule of the incumbent leadership and
eliminating opposition,

The most ardent devotees of such a gystem are

members of the present ruling party. Thise is

not surprising. These people see in the one=-

party state a gusrantee of permanent office

and less possibility of contesting in an

election where they might lose their vote to
the opposition.gu

Opposition to the one party state was expressed in the third
opinion poll.

The time is now ripe for the declarstion of a

one party state.

115; egreed, 8% were uncertsin, 8lu diaagreed95

One final contrast is between the character of the liber-
al university and the authoritarian politicsl system in which
it is embedded, The liberal outlook, indelibly engrained in
the outlook of the academic staff and leading administrators,
extols the toleration of opposed views and the pursuit of
critical assessment based on evidence, unconstrained by oute-
side pressures. The political system of the wider society,
however, is less tolerant of criticism and debate, and of the
pursuit of leerning irrespective of where it may lead; rather
it is concerned to forge a degree of unity of thought, inten-
tion and deed which in certain sreas may prove to be incompate

ible with teaching in the liberai university.96

Orientation to the National Lesadership.

Though the ruling class cen be decomposed into a set of
parallel &lites, one of these tlites - the political &lite =

mainteins a position of pre-eminence, The student looks to



3
1 %/

this national leadership as the distributors of power and
directors of national development. In their eyes it is lesa
the system which 'makes the leaders' but more the 'leaders
which make the system'. The assessment of the political
system contains more than a tinge of ‘'Fanonism', end the

critique of the national leadership, consciously or uncon=

97

sciously, follows Fanon even more closely.

Given his present feelings of deprivetion, accentuated
by aspirations to enter the ruling class, if not necessarily
the political &lite, the student seeks to distinguish two
types of leaders; those likely to favour the student as a
possible recruit to the central positions in the ruling class
and those likely to favour the loysl party official,

It is strange to know that the present cabinet
advocates economic development and change and yet
they do not want to step down for young intel-
lectuals to take over,

It must be reaslised that Zambia...is entering a
period of serious economic development., There=
fore in order that the period is not messed up by
unskilled hands...[ there must bel...more new
political intellectusls on the political scene,

Mwaanga of the United Nations must come back and
spearhead this revolution as he is a man of high
calibre. The student union can publish a list of
young dynamic politicians who have the develop-
ment of their fellow men at heart and make sure
its influence is used to get these young men the
votes they need.

I am,..convinced that the old men now in office
must go, The vitality in them has faded away.
They must be able t0 appreciate this change
otherwise the revolution will not be preserved
end its momentum will not be sustained.

The probiem with our present leadership 1s that
it tends to remsin in power by using the white
man end colonislism as a scapegoat for anything
that goes wrong, instead of meinteining power by
conatructive development projects.98

The idiom of generations is again used, this time in the inter-

ests of the students to wrest power from the incumbent leadership.
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The arguments Fanon adduces in his condemnation of the
'national bourgeoisie' litter the pages of UZ, The exploita=-
tion perpetrated by the "native bourgeoisie has only been
achieved by its colonial predecessors',

We have heard enough scandals that have been com-
mitted by our nationsl leaders, The nation has
walted patiently for the blow that would deal
with them accordingly. The memories of colonisal
exploitation have revived when we think of the
exploitation the common man is suffering at the
hands of his native bourgeoiaie.99

The party becomes an instrument of exploitation.

The fathers of exploitation in this country have un-
ashamedly hidden themselves under the protective
umbrella of the Party....loo

The legitimacy won by the lesders of the liberation struggle
has now degenerated into open hypocrisy.

Would I be a nationalist if I were to condone the
activities of such tin=-pot heroes Jjust because
they were in the forefront of the national libere
stion movement? Countrymen the time has come
when complacency will only number our hey days.
We cannot and must not let this country dbe rasve-
aged and left bare by those whc talk of daylight
socialism on political rostra and yet afterwards
engage 1in nocturnal discussions of how to amass
money by exploiting the common man and sending
their loot to Europe for it to earn interest,
walting for them until things become hot here.101

And all this is consolidated in the exploitaticn of the common
man.

1t is now common knowledge that most of our lea-
ders own farms, where cheap labour is obviously
used,..These farms are not meant to benefit the
common men in any way...The so~called referendum
gave us back our land but now we know who it was
in aid of, The common folk thought that it was a
beneficial deal on their side, They rushed to
occupy those farms. They were turned out by the
same people who haed promised them the land. The
lend is for anyone who can buy it, it soon became
clear to everybody. And who can buy it? Of
course the high bracket guys. And who are they?
eeeThe common men is left in the cold., His posi-
tion has not changed even a little bit., He in
fact is glaring hunger in the face because the
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little money allocated for the improvement of his

small garden is being stolen by som rnm
underdogs.102 v ° gove ent

The common man is bortrayed as the innocent victim of an ex=~

ploitative race of leaders.

I speak on behalf of the silent majority who are
helpless in the face of this gigantic snd mono=-
lithic leviathan which rewards one according to

how much hoodwinking of the masses he has done....103

The masses are presented as duped by their 'oppressors',

These same rich 'responsible' men want to cheat
the lgnorant masses by preaching Humanism and ex=
ploiting the ignorant youths to go on 'seek and
destroy’ missions to terrorise the masses.lgu

And it is here that analyses deviate from the Fanon argu-
ment, whiclh rests on the claim that the 'common man', the
peasant and the worker are well equipped to govern themselves,
that they be not regarded as children who have to be led but
as adults who are entitled to direct democracy in which they
themselves make decisions which crucially affect their liveeyos
The party and the government sre but instruments in the per-
formance of the popular will, directly expressed. The
student, on the other hand, sees the 'common men' as helpless,
ignorant, incapable of resurrecting himself, apathetic and
unresponsive to his own needs. le must be protected from the
outrages of the national leadership and led in his own inter-
est by thcse who know better = the enlightened few., The
present leadership knows nothing but exploitetion, caring only
for its own sggrandisement which it pursues irrespective of
the cost to the nation. The 'freedom fighters' have outlived
their usefulness as leaders and must be succeeded by the

younger, ‘'enlightened' intellectuals more responsive to the

*national good' and better able to lead thie people towards
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the ‘'eradication of poverty, disease and ignorance', The
evils of the present government lie not in the systen,
characterised by the gulf which separates the leaders from

the led, but in the leadership which mercilessly operates the
system in the defence and extension of the interests of the
ruling clese at the expense of the 'common msn'. The students,
albeit inarticulately, advocate the enthronement of the
intellectuasl and demand that the 'o0ld guard' defer to the
dynamism and prowess of the young intelligentsia, as the

recruitment reservoir for the legitimate leadership,

ldeology snd Counter Ideology.

An examination of the student's orientation to the offic-
ial national 'ideoclogy' of Humanism provides an interesting
illustration of his perception of the Zambian soclety,.
Humanism, a variant of African Socialism, seeks to combine
elements of Christianity end Socialism with a view to formu-
lating & "man-centred' society in which the dignity of the
individusl is paramount.106 A8 in the case of other Africsn
Socialisms, Humenism drews sustenance from a conception of
the 'traditional' African éommunity as a mutual aid society,
in which communaliem is stressed rather than individuelism,
cohesion rather than conflict, acceptance rather than rejec=
tion, and widely spread responsibilities rsther than narrowly
defined obligations. This is a society in which man was
highly valued snd human dignity respected. All men are equal
end none more privileged than others. Such is the soclialist
ideal which the Humanist soclety must strive to achieve while
et the same time adopting the technological advances of H¥est=

ern society to uplift the material standard and the quality
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of life, Society must be organised in such a way that‘the
'evil' effects of industrislisation as experienced in England
during the Industrial Revolution of the eighteenth, nine=
teenth and even twentieth century on the one hand and coerce
ive apperatus harnessed to force industrialisation on the
peoples of communist countries on the other hand must be both
avoided., Industrialisation in Zambia must proceed but never
at the expense of the dignity of men., The common man as
Kaunda refers to him must control those decisions that affect
him through an apparatus of participatory democracy, such as
may be constituted in industry through worker control or
works committees or at the village level in cooperatives,
Above all Zamblia must resist any tendencies for classes to
develop, and to eliminate categories such as the rich and the
poor. 1In other words Humanism rejects the assoclation between
a 'capitalist' economy, albeit state cepitalism, and the for-
mation of soclal clesses,

As a code of behaviour, Humanism exhorts every Zamblan
to be a good Christian and love thy neighbour, It deplores
all forms of discrimination based on race, creed or religion
according every group in Zambls a significant role in the
development of Zambia, It embodies, however, beyond these
general statements no explicit or implicit conception of the
dynamics of social change. It awards no group in society with
an historic mission to champion Zambie's future., It sees ﬁhe
relationship between the introduction of 'modern' or 'Western'
institutions and 'development' or social change in a simplis-
tic manner taking no account of the multifarious unanticipated
consequences of transplanting institutions and technology from

one socletly to enother or of creating institutions anew, 1ts
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public policy, where attempts have undoubtedly been made to
reduce soclal ineqgualities, to remove any traces of racial
discrimination, to gain control of the expatriate owned in-
dustries and banks end to strive towerds equality of opportun=
ity. In moving towards the Humanist Society, however, Zambia
has faced serious obstacles which, in the short term, could
probably be only overcome by the rsdical reconstruction of
society, It is against this background that the students'
views must be gauged,

An esnalytic distinction mey be drawn between the people
who espouse the tenets of Humanism, and Humanism itself,
though of course the image Humanism presents and its charace-
terisation in public policy is dependent on its 1nterpre£ation
by those responsible for its propagation. Thus perheps the
most widely accepted view of Humanlism amongst students is of
a veil redirecting sttention away from the exploitetion that °
continues unabated in its neme., This view corresponds to
Mannheim's ‘particular conception of ideclogy' which

esselis implied when the term denotes that we are

sceptical of the ideas and representstions advanced

by our opponent, They are regarded as more or less

consclous disguises of the real nature of the

situation, the true recognition of which would not
be 1in accord with his interests.lo7

For some Humanism is merely an exercise in hypocrisy.

While on [one] side Zembia's poverty, hunger and L4
want is the accepted rule,..on the other side the
humenist travels in prestigious Mercedes Benzs....loa

Hes the philosophy of Humanism manasged to work in
Zambia? The answer of course is no, mainly because
of the dedicated efforts of the preachers of the
doctrine, I am not a good Christian, but I think
that somewhere in the Bible Jesus says, or at

least implies that it is of no use to tell a child
that if he sins he will go to hell, when you actuale
ly commit those sins in front of him.109
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Ferhaps the most radical and articulate critiqgue was offered
by Masautso Phiri, who specified and concretised the feeling
of many students,

Zambians and expatriates slike have discovered the
heppy fact of the [wideness] of Zambisn Humanism,
Vocal adherence to the philosophy, they discovered,
is a good cover-up for exploitation, Or in the
name of high productivity they manage to squeeze
out of the Zambilan worker maximum labour possible,
And it is difficult to pin-point who exploits in a
Humanist state since if the government can pay its
Junior staff as low as K36,00 a month and still
extract some National Provident Fund out of hinm,
one wonders why a privateer should not do the seme,

Because we define Humanism in terms of fairness,
it is fair to obtain a loen of K25,000 at the ex-
pense of the common peasant who cannot even ob-
tain fertiliser for his subsistence, This is an
illustration of the failure of externalisation -
in content and in practice of Humanism and its
creation, Its wideness has maede it open to a
veriety of interpretations - and in truth (apart
from Dr., Zulu's book and Fortman's After

. - no serious debaste has been under-
taken by either our intellectuels or the mass
media for the benefit of the unfortunate common

That scepticism and cynicism towards the sincerity of the ex-
ponents of Humenism, is widespread amongst students is illus-
trated in the third opinion poll,

The leaders of the Nation follow the precepts of
Humaniem,

105 agreed, 19% were uncertain, 71% disagreedlll

Humanism has provided the students with & cudgel to attack the
hypocrisy of the national leadership.,

Rather then appeer revolutionary, Humanism is seen to
buttress the status quo, As far s the student ie concerned
Humanism = to use Mannheim's terminology = is an ideology
rather than a Utopian construct, It does not 'tend to break

the bonds of the existing order' but rather represents a set of
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situationally transcendant idess which never
succeed de facto in the reallzation of their
projected contents.n2

Phiri pursues a distinction similar to Mannheim's between
ideoclogy and Utopia

in an attempt to explain the lack of critical
writings on the subject of Humesnism -« whether
literary or studies -~ one is tempted to look
at the origin of ideologies in general,

There are two kinds of origins of ideologies,
The first is a reaction against existing sys-
tems -« Marxism is such a kind of ideology.

It attempts to find solutions to problems
that are affecting society at the time, They
cover socio=economic as well as political
problems, The second originetes from at-
tempts to fortify existing systems, The rise )
of welfare societies and syndicatism in
capitalist societies is an attempt to main-
taln the status quo, Most African ideoclogies
ere in the second grouping, and they must
often attempt to Jjustify certain actions of
political lesders, Zambian Humanism offers
an example of such ideologies which are often
dry of aeny practicebllity snd its exponents
seen contented that it remains 60.113

Turning to the content of Humanism, students find its
two sources of inspiration, Christisnity and e 'romantic’
conception of traditional soclety, particularly disconcerting,
Though meny students have experienced intensive religious
teaching, the more 'radicsl' have rejected it as the hend-
maiden of colonisation and exploitation, It 1s seen as =
Western system of thought through which the colonised people
were cowed into submission, Kandeke in a 'socialist' eritique
of Humanism is particularly contemptuous of its associetion
with Christienity.,

, 4

Our HUMANISM in Zambia should not appear to be

based too much on religion, We have had

enough of the ecclesiastical empty teaclings

of Hebrew ontology, cosmQlogy and metaphysics.

Religion is no longer a 'unifying' force. See

how the white 'Christians' in America
interpret "LOVE THY NEIGHBCUR"...by lynching
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the Black Christisns: What is becoming of race
relations in Christian Britain? What is the
answer of Christian Germans torturing other
people 1n Auschwitz? The religious Moslenm
northerners of Nigeria massacred like mad the
Christian Eastern 1BOS (of Biafra), a couple of
years ago. The same is true of northern Arab
Moslems and Black southerners of Sudan, The
late South Africen premier, a Doctor of
Divinity, strongly described and subscribed to
the philosophy of apartheid which Socialist-
Humanist condemn as immorsl. Can somebody tell
me the logic of orders in the Roman Catholiec
Church, or the 8o many sects in Christianity?
In our country of Zembia, what is the story of
Lenshina and her religion; and how much
national unity are the Watch Towers promoting
in our fatherlend? How does one expect a
people to be politicelly united when they are
80 divided religiously? This is one of the
many reassons why our HUMANISK in Zambia should
not, I repeat SHOULD NOT have a religious tint

eeee1),
Wheress Kandeke condemns the intolerence of religious fanatics,
others have aftacked the very opposite treit in Humaniam; its
passivity and lack of militancy snd its tolerance of the mise
demeanours snd aggressions of others, The cool and at times
insulting receptioﬁ accorded President Kaunda in London and
New York when, as Cheirman of the Orgsnisation of African
Unity, he led a delegation to the Western world in a bid to
arrest the supply of arms to South Africs outraged the student
body in Lusska, The following commentary is teken from the
issue of Uz following the President's return to Zambia.

Heath the British Premier is said to have 'sent
a group of black leaders packing'. He told KK
point blank that Britain would never be in-
fluenced in her actions by blsck natives who
after all had been granted independence by the
Tories, Nixon, in cshoots with the monk Heath,
flew to California inetead of seeing the ‘ugly
faces' of black leaders,..KK surprised and
shocked us when he advised us not to hate
whites just for the stupidity of one man even
though he is their leader...We expected KK to
do what Nesser did in 1956, After he wes re-
buffed by the West who refused to finance the
Aswan dam project he dramatically nationalised
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the Suez Canal owned and controlled by the
Wwestern Capitalists., He told the people "let
the Western powers choke in their snger". We
therefore wanted KK to announce en masse one
hundred per cent nationalisation of the mines,
banks end other Western companies and let the
capitalists choke in their rage., But to our
embarressment snd shock, KK wants us to turn
the other cheek., We want justice now becsause
to go on our knees to people who insult our
lesders st dinner tesbles and ask them for
mercy is not only contrary to revolutionary
ethics but slso a symptom of utter helplesg~
ness, It is time we forgot our so=-called
western beneficieries and look elsewhere for
true friends, We are fed up of being
acquisitive to western morsls of toleration
and "love thy enem.v".115

The Humegnist ideology has no revolutionary content, and indeed
it harks back to a tradition which is seen ss the very enti-
thesis of revolutionary change, The romanticising’of the
African past as some form of idyllic existence, common t6 most
varieties of African Socialism, is viewed as irrelevant to the
needs of present day Zambia,

The long existence in the history of African
liberation of the desire =~ preperatory or
otherwise = has been the creation of an
identity - a black identity. The massive
poems of the negritude type are the product of
an African's attempt to rediscover his self,
Unfortunately Zambian Humenism rises from the
embers of this spent-out force = that blacks
since they suffered for centuries must now get
back not only the controls of power but also
the controls of wealth, And at the ssme time
it fails to extricate the black man from the
frivolous disposition of white man's luxuries,
To the current exponents of Zambian Humanism
it suffices that ten out of a thousand blacks
own shops in what wes once a white area = or
that they are able to drive long mercedez
benz cars - and play golf on Sunday afternoon
at what once were whites only clubs., The
movement of blacks to such pompously prestig-
ious areas becomes an entry into sn elitist
shell for a selected few, It is similar to
the desegregation process now going on in
America which always leaves the grassroots to
fend for themselvea.ll6 :
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By invoking concepts of a traditional society without
classes, without exploitation and without conflict, Humsenism
fails to come to terms with what the student perceives to be
the real snd genuine Zambian society in which inequalities
are glaringly obvious. lie becomes increasingly bored with
pleas from the national leadership that the problems inheri-
ted from the colonial era or perpetrated by the nation's
enemies = both internal and external - must be held respons~
ible for the present inequities and economic problems,

Our Humenism in Zambla should be directed at
breeking down the existing false walls and
privileges which are dividing our society
into classes, The education system of having
types of schools, or the health system of
providing two types of medicsl services, was
considered socially immoral during the
struggle for independence, During the pol=-
itical struggle we charged that it was
immoral from the Humanist point of view, to
segregate people on purely racial or social
grounds, We accused the colonialists of
providing separate residential areas, e
even accused the powers that were, of separe
ate burlial places, ihat 1s the excuse for
continuing such capitalist-moral prectices in
Zambla?, see

In our Humanism in Zembia, economic reforms
should be aimed not at transferring capitale
ism from foreign hands into local hends, thus
creating national bourgoeisie and capitalists,
but at completely changing the present social
structure which appears to be not different
from the pre-independence structure, 1In
order to raise a new Humanist sanctuary the
old capltalist sanctuary must be destroyed,
that is the law!117

Humanism embraces all groups in society exhorting each
to behave in a neighbourly way to every other, It eschews
eny recognition of conflicting or disparate interests, stres-
sing the contribution of each section of society to the goals
of nationsal unity, and national development, This is pres-

ented as an unembiguous goal, no reference is made to
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priorities in national development, nor to the political
decisions which must be made to establish that set of priorie-
ties which will inevitably favour one group at the expense of
another, Humanism gives no specific gulde as to hiow scarce
resources be distributed, 1t offers the student no plen of
campaign in which national reconstruction can proceed, it has
little revolutionary content that could be concretised in
student action and it fails to sppeal to any prejudices which
might unleash a vigorous assault on the nation's problen,
Apart from its manipulation as a shield for the protection of
the exploitative practices of the national leadership, many
students also perceive it as incongruent with the needs and

realities of Zambian society.

Humanism 1s relevant to the needs of Zambia,

505, agreed, 20% were uncertein, 30 disagreedlla

A more negative picture emerges on consideration of the views
of students taken year by year. Amongst the first years €li
felt Humanism to be relevant, while the figure for second
years was 45w, for third years LU and for fourth years 185*;7.]"l9
No such differences appeared either between subjects or sexes,
and the association between year and sttitude towards Humanism
in part reflécts & process of increasing cynicism towards the
affairs of Zambian society as they have developed over the
last four years, The fourth years are likely to be the mdst
cynical not only because of developments over the last four
years but also because they have greaster knowledge of politi-
cal manipulations at the national level than those who have

only recently left school. The older students have also been

more intensively soclalised into the political culture of the
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university student community,

One of the main areas of congruence between the student
outlook and the philosophy of Humenism is the acclamation of
nationalism, In those situations where students and leaders
activate the same role = the Zambisn role = as, for example,
they do when faced with aggression from other countries, then
there is an identity of interest., The yearly occasion on
which students demonstrate outside a foreign embassy for its
support of the South Afric¢an or Rhodesisn regines begins as &
ritual of solidarity with the government, though it normally
finishes as a confrontation between the students and the state
@8 represented by the police, In asserting nationalist fere
vour, the students urge more redicel measures than the govern=
ment has been'prepared to take, in nationslising the minés .
and sustaining an aggressive policy towards the South, The
clash between extremist and moderate na?ionalism is & potential
source of conflict between students and the government, akin
to the distinction Weber draws between the 'ethic ef responsibil
ity' and the 'ethic of absolute ends',l<C

Having rejected Humsnism as an ideoclogy which formulstes
an acceptable conception of Zambian soclety or which offers
inspiration to action, have the students articulated a tountepr=-
1deoclogy' to take its place? Socialism in any of its varie=-
ties has little appeal amongst the students, and except for s
tiny minority it is regarded with distrust, (Though this does
not discourage students from using socialist critiques to
shower abuse on the national leadership.) Indeed students
oppose socialist, egalitarian ideals with the ideals of a
meritocracy, congruent with their interests as students and as

an incipient professional 'class', While their antagonists
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outside the university refer to them as a privileged minority
- the 'favoured sons of the nation' = who should be grateful
for the sacrifices made on their behalf, the students retal=-
iate by arguing that they arrived there on merit and it is
this that accords their position legitimacy, Anyone can apply
to enter the university, each caée will be considered on merit
and those admitted will have earned the right to a place at
the university., Applying the concept of meritocracy to the
wider society, they deplore the practices of selection to
posts based on loyalty, kinship or tribal links (though as
individuals they would probably not be averse to accépting
pbsitions geined in such a menner). In their view, merit,
defined in the narrow sense of formal qualifications, should
play a much greater role as a criterion of entry to the ;

national &lites,

Oppositionalism and Populism.,

The oppositional mentality typical of the Zembian student
is no less characteristic of intellectuals elsewhere. Shils
has noted the phenomenon amongst intellectuals in the new
states in general and in the case of the Indian intellectual

121 phe rejection of the incumbent persomnel of

in perticular,
the Zambian political &lite is with but few exceptions total,
suggesting that students have never really contemplated the
execution of power or attempted to empathise with the politi-
cian faced with concrete problems with solutions determined
not by principles but by the exigencies of the distribution of
power and wealth, and the pressure of externsl forces. The
pursuit of total nationalisstion and a militantly aggressive

policy towards South Africa are not 'feasible' solutions
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without sacrifices which might jeopardise the position of the
decision maker, Zambia is still dependent on support from

its enemies to preserve its present economic status, and has
no sanctions at its command to assert itself against externsal
oppressors, The student may embrace the greater ceuse snd

the greater ldeal and be prepared to make the corresponding
sacrifices, but the nationel leedership is more concerned to
pursue moderate and less risky policies, While the nationsl
leadership caestigates the studente for their poor sacrificisl «
spirit, the students regard sacrifice under the present
policiee of compromise as hypoeritical and supportivé of asction
they themselves renounce,

The oppositional mentality not only reflects the discrep-
ancy between the ethic of absoiute ends pursued by the student
generation and the ethic of responsibility pursued by those
endowed with authority but also the student's alienation from
authority, Another feature = populism -« has been widely assoc-
iated with the intellectuasl's feeling of alienation, However,
the politically conscious student tends to reject the resur-
rection of what appears to him as the very antithesis of the
'revolutionary' cause., In rejecting African Socialism, the
student argues thet the glorification of Zambia's past, along ’
with the concepts of Negritude and slogens such as ‘bleck is
beautiful' not only fail to assign dignity and pride to the
African but on the contrary point to the very opposite = the
absence of a tradition and a distinctive Africanness. The
very need to stress or re-enact a ‘cultural heritage' suggests
thet in some way the African tradition elther does not exist
at s8ll or is inferior to the alien cultures which have been

imposed on the colonial peoples, Harking back to a mythical
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past and the glorification of the common man is tantamount,
in the eyes of many students, to an expression of inferiority
to the colonislist culture of the European. The greater con-
fidence which national leaders are seen to place on expatri-
ate experts, and the tendency for leaders to send their
children to universities abroad are but evidence of what the
Vice=Chancellor referred to as the 'insufficient decolonisa=-
tion of the mind',}22

Though such arguments are powerful Jjustifications for the
rejection of populism, they do not explain why in many
countries, not only the 'new states', intellectuals énd stud-
ents have come to identify with the 'common man', the peasants,
and the workers, In the universities of America, and Europe
a small proportion of students, albeit a vocal minority, have
sought a common cause with the oppressed groups in socliety,
The political ideology to which they have subscribed has
rejected the entire fabric and structure of soclety and not the
personnel in command positions who are regarded as 'victims of
the system'. The Zambian student however has levelled his
attack specifically at the incumbents of positions in the °
political &lite, Such a stance is not incompatible with their
own expectations of entering the ruling class, while an open
identification with the oppressed classes of Zambian society
would contradict their aspirations to positions of high status
and wealth. In addition the symbols of achievement and high
gtatus = 'Vestern style of life' = are in direct conflict with
the l1ife style of the lower classes of society., In aspiring
to pésitione in the ruling class, adopting 'western 1life
styles' is part of a process of anticipstory socislisetion

which precludes the response to populistic calls for support



174,

of the common man and the glorification of 'indigenous
tradition’',

Populism 1is more likely to have support in those countries
where there exists & community of students and intellectuals
whose chences of entering the ruling class are slender asnd
who, therefore, do not aspire to such positions., In such
societies alienation from political authority and society in
genersal may be assuaged by populistic acclsmation, In Zambia,
on the other hand, there is no such community of students
and intellectuals. 80 urgent is the demand for manpower to
replaece expatrietes in the administrative, technical. and mana-
gerlial positione that the student is assured of a place in the
upper classes and intellectual pursuits sre rarely followed .
or cultivated for their own sake, As competition incresses it
is likely that the students will exhibit & grester interest
in specifically intellectual activities, find time to con=-
sider their role in society in greater depth and perhaps
immerse themselves in a populistic culture a8 has happened in

other psrts of the world,

ONS_B : D .

"Elitist" Systems of University Education.

Lipset has suggested that students, who emerge from
systems of education which guarsntee them a place in the nat-
ion's &lites, are likely to identify with rather than oppose
the existing e&lites,

Students may reslistically expect to enter the

¢lite snd thue they tend to identify with the

existing one,..This is not simply a function
of better intellectuel and social qualifications
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on zdmission or of better prospects after
graduation, The pattern of teaching in the
"¢litist" systems is much more conducive to
the incorporation of the student into the
university community as a part of the cen~
tral institutional system, Residence in
nells with intimete contact with teachers

serving in loco perentis, smualler classes,
tutorial asrrangements, isoletion in a part
of the country not far from, but not easily
accessible to, the capital city, as well as
generully patricisn, non-populistic, social

and political culture all contribute to
this result.123

It has been one of the major arguments in this chapter that
the very factors which Lipset delineates as conducive to the
'incorporstion of the student into the university community
as part of the central institutional system' are responsible
for the structursl discontinuity between the university snd
wider soclal systems lending itself to functional autonomy
and alienation from the ‘'central institutional' systenm,

A student's 'identification' with the existing '&lite’
is dependent not only on the prospective and extant positions
in the sociul structure but also, and this is where Lipset's
argument is too simple, on both the students' and government's
perception of those positions. The foregoing analysis has
shown that when a considersble proportion of the incumbent
tlite appears to be hostile to the student, the student feels
alienated from his countrymen, who in his view undervslue the
worth of his educstion, and as a consequence he develops an
oppositional stance towards the 'tlites',

The last two chapters have pointed to four structural
orinins of tension between studénts and the wider society,
The first, concerning the student's future role, arose from a
generslised resentment of the mass of society towards those

who hold or will hold positions of power =nd wealth « an embryo
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class antagonism = and in particuler the intellectual who
feels his 'superior' education entitles him to such posi-
tions in the ruling class,

Such feelings of antipathy towards students exist in
most societies: what is different in the Zambian case is the
existence of similar views within the political &lite, It
is this second source of tension which encourages the leasders
to incite the led to an open expression of hostility towards
the student,

in the all important selection for positions in the rule
ing claess there are two criteria of recruitment, namély that
based on experience and loyslty and that based on formal ex-
pertise, In & country which has had, until recently, an
undeveloped educational system the two reservoirs from which
the channels of recruitment emanate are largely mutually
exclusive, Consequently the decision to favour one or other
of the groups is arbitrary snd governed more by the strength
of the representation of each group in the core of the ruling
cless = the political &lite =~ and in the respective &lites to
which entry is sought. This then provides the second source
of tension between the students, with sdvanced levels of formal
education but little experience, and the loyal experienced
personnel with relatively little formal education. The tension
is mitigated by the existence of expatriates whose departure
mekes room for Zambisesns, in particulsr students, to move ﬁp
into the various tlites, In this wey some of the competition
between Zambiens is redirected against expatriates who are
accused of clinging to their lucrative poeitions.lzu Nonethe=-
less any overt politicsl action on the part of the students

is seen by the members of the powerful party organisation as
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a challenge to their control of the avenues of upward mobility
through the party into the central executive, The students
are excluded from active involvement in the party as students;
their involvement is possible only if they begin at the bottom
of the political ladder as an ordinsry citizen.

A third source of tension derives from the student's
present role cutside the ruling class and the feeling of
alienation associated with it, The student feels relatively
deprived when comparing his present role-status in the wider
social structure, on the one hand, with what he anticipates
to be his future role-status and on the other with his present
role=gtatus in the univeréity social structure, A fourth
source of tension stems from the structural discontinuity
between student community and the wider social system. A
relatively democratic student government with & lesdership
sengitive to the demands of the renk and file is incompatible
with an authoritarian Zambian government which attempts to
eliminate sectional demands in favour of the mobilisation of
the population towards a vaguely defined common goal, and
which accords opposition and criticism a very low level of

legitimacy.

Iension end Tension Control.

The set of tensions between students and the government
or wider society here outlined all revolve around the studént
role-status in the university and wider social structures,

The importance of thst tension and the likelihood of it breek-
ing out into an open confrontation is contingent on & number
of factors related to the relative importance of the student

role within the student's set of multiple roles., Insofar as
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the student role=-status assumes bParsmount significance in
the eyes of the student and the government so the tension
which surrounds it is likely tc break out into a confrontation,

Relsted to the importance of the student role is the
degree to which the student's other role comnitments 'eross
cut' the tensions emsnating from the specifically student role.
What ere the nature end strength of the bonds which, through
the activation of his multiple roles in the wider social
structure, link the student to those with whom his student
role-status brings him into conflict? To what extent, for
example, is the student linked to the political &lite thrcugh
kinship ties? Where there are loyalties cross cutting one
another tension in any one is cancelled by bonds of solidarity
in others.lzs‘ The next chapter will be concerned to ideﬁtify
those roles of the student which may prevent the outbresk of
@ confrontation and stabilise relations with the outside
world through a network of conflicting allegiances,

A third factor contributing to the outbresak of tension is
the solidarity of the student commnunity, Hitherto the student
community hes been considered as s homogeneous body with nc
significant lines of social differentistion, Insofar as theirp
common role-status is paremount so internsl divisions will be
less important and their common interest a8 students will form
a powerful unifying bond. The following chaspter will there-
fore consider the activation of other roles, apart from the
student role, which emerge from both the university and wider
social structures, giving rise to divisions within the community,

A fourth correlative factor, which has already been cone
sidered, is the solidarity of the society outside in its

antipathy towards the students, 1t was suggested tnat those
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in the more secure positions with & university education were
possibly less hostile towerds the students, However other
leaders, who exhibited considerable resentment, in their
attempts to mobilise public opinion against the student
stressed the student role-status. As far as the society out-
side the university was concerned the tensions were between
the government or the party and gll the university students
and were defined in terms of the student role-status. Such
en orientation differs significantly from that adopted towards
workers who express sectional interests as when, for exampie,
they take strike action. In such cases the governmeni and
party tend to define the conflict in terms of 'irresponsible
leadership' rather than the worker role-status, reflecting
the greater power and support for the worker in the wider

society.
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In Zembian :ocie outside the university and even within
the university there is the belief that its aole function
is to tum out 'experts' and not students with 'useless
arts degrees'. The idea that & university should perform
& eritical or research function is slien to the thinking
amongst the majority of the meabers of government, See,
for exsmple, speech by Mr, Chirwae, M.P, for Petauke, in
Parliament.,

seeel come to the University of Zembias...l think it is
proper that the government thought in terms of pro-
fessional pecple at the university because the science
or arts subjects that we have now embarked upon will
never get us anywhere, becauae Zambia at present does
not need these B,A, General's or B,A. What's. It needs
professionel pecple, engineers and doctors. These are
the chaps we need here, The troubles will never stop
on the Copperbelt, 8ir, because we do not have qualified
people who will take over from expatriates in those
mines, We shall continue to have strikes, We shall
continue to have unfounded strikes on the Copperbelt
because the expatriates are proud, they have the
technique., They will say, “We can march out at any
time.," When are we going to have our own boys? It is
only the University that can provide the suitable young
men t0o man the Copperbelt, If we had started with
giving professional degrees to our men and women, I
think the Copperbdbelt situation would have beesn allayed.

W’ No. 6, 30 March 1966’ 001. &&9&
or ails of the composition of these bodies and the

constitution see, Government of Zambia, yﬁéxgggggx_gg
Zembia Agct (Act No. 66 or 1965) and its s uquant amend—

For an analysis or thc rriction between universities and
governments in Africa see, Ashby (1966), op,eit., Chepter
10, pp.290-3u3.
Lockwood, J., "The Trunsplantatian ot the Univcraity," 1n
H“uton, '. 3. (edo) Pl S " pAA L y )

s , p 1“2
ther commentators have ncted the ’anbition to have insti-
tutions as similar as possible to the beat to be found in
Britain,' see Ashdby (1964), gp,cit., pp.l43=9.
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Under the Five Year Development Plan 1966=70 the
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Registrar, there were 10, students living off campus,
243 on the Ridgeway Campus and 1207 at the Great East
Road Campus ini1971,
Mwenakatwe, og,ei}.. P.195,
Molteno, R.,, "Our University snd Our Community," Africs
m, VO].. 2, Nos. 3 & '4, 1970’ p.h.’)o
According to statistics from the Cffice of the Registrar,
there were 205 'redirections' in 1971 which corresponds
to a fallure rate of 16%, Amongst first years the rate
was 19%, amongst second years 15%, emongst third years
9% and amongst fourth years 12%., ,
There is a difference of course between a university
stalff almost totally dominated by expatriates and one
where expatriates are a tiny minority,

on Poll One, Question 25,
o) on Poll One, Question 18,
UZ, 27 September 1971,
UZ, 29 June 1970, .
Ogggign Poll Four, Question 8,
The strike was over increased pay the workers thought
they had been awarded, but which failed to appesr at
the month end,
HZ, 27 July 1970.
UZ, 3 August 1970,
UZ, 3 August 1970,
Circular from the President of the University of Zambia
3taff Association to the student body, 3 September 1971,
The enalysis follows the 'situationsl approach' pioneered
by the Manchester School of Socisal Anthropology. See
for exeample, Gluckman, M,, "Anthropological Problems
arising from the African Industrisl Revolution," in

_ Southall, A. (ed.), 8o Ch n_Mod

(London: Internationsl Africen Institute, Oxford Univers-
ity Prees), pp.67-82, Mitchell, J. C.& "Theoretical
Orientations in Africen Urben Studies,” in Banton, M. (ed.),
Soci nthropology of Com Societ (London:
A.8.,A, Monographs L, Tavistoc 88, 19 « Epstein,
A. L,y "Urbanization and Social Chenge in Africa," Current
t ology, Vol., 8, No, 4, October, 1967.
Government of Zembia, University of Zambia Act (Act No. 66
of 1965), parsgreph 12 states,
The Vice-Chancellor shall have the power to exercise
disciplinary control over the students of the Univers-
ity and mey, for the purposes of power under this
section, if he thinks fit consult any Committee
appointed by him in that behalf from among the staff
of the University,
The Dean of Students often finds himself bearing the
brunt of opposition towerds the administration., He
assumes an intercalary position between studerts and
administration,
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L 8% r

Umivereity of gasbla (Oper
Vice-Chancellor, dated 6 July 197

of UNZASU to ¢t , 0) .
%gg;§%§g¥ !gg%;gggz (Distributed to students as part of
e Mid Year General Report of UNZASU, 1 October 1970).
[he Annual Re d R nendations of the Secreter
Geners J : distributed to students © April
* O .

However there is provision for a graduate to sit on the
University Council, see ty of bia Ac -
nﬁg) (Act No, 10 of 1970), item 11,

Lipset, S, M., 22%%&&25;_553 (London: Mercury Books, 1963)
Chapter XII, pp.3 02, 8ee glso Lipset, 3, M,, Trow, M,
and Colemen, J. 8., Union Democrecy (@lencoe: The Free
Press, 1956).

There were instances of obstructionism when the 1970
executive handed over to the 1971 executive., Members of
the executive, for exsmple, refused to hand over files
end records of activities of the previous year, Clearly
there are feelings of deprivation on leaving office dbut
these are small compered to larger organisations such as
trade unions,

There is 8till mystery as to how and why he left the
university. One source meintained that he was expelled
though the writer has not been able to confirm this,
There is also mystery surrounding the departure of the
second president; some have said it was for academic
reasons,

To have been President of the Oxford or Cembridge Union

- 4s & stepping stone into the British establishment irres-

pective of the class of degree achieved,

Of the 12 member executive of 1970, one, the Vice-
President, stood in the following elections, He became
President in 1971.

Lipset (1963), o3 PPe373=77. The conclusions are
based on the study of trade union democracy in the
Internationsl Typographical Union, Lipset gt a). (1956),

%Epae¥ (1963) , gp,cit., p.375.

The word is here used in the context of the theory of

networks. See Mitchell, J. C,, "The Concept end Use of
Social Networks," in Nitchell, J. C, (ed.),

%3*¥9‘5’-19-¥§§9§;§*59“§*93‘ Manchester: Institute for
ocial Resea iversity of Zembia, Manchester Univers-
ity Press, 1969), pp.1-50. » .

Lipset (1963) » Qpscit., PP.359-63,

Perhaps one of the secrets of Bushe's success (President
in 1970) was his residence on the Ridgeway Cempus which

made him less accessible and his behaviour less visible
than the President who resides on the main campus.

The first issue appeared in August 1966, There does not
sppear to be another one until November 1968, It was
then recontinued as a weekly in July 1970 until the end

of the academic year in December,

The issues appeared in June, September and October 1971,
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Attempts by the President of UNZASU to censure and dis-
mise the editor of the QObserver for an article he
published in the second issue were rebuffed by the
editorial board who came out in support of their editor,
UZ, 3 August 1970, |

» 6 August 1970.

See Bachrech, P. end Baratz, M. S., "Two Faces of Power,"
r 1itd ience Review, Vol, 56, 1962, pp.
‘52-

Indeed commitment to a particular ideological orientation

which in some sense conflicts with the political inter-

ests of the student body as defined in narrow trade union
terms 18 an obstacle to the mobilisation of support,

Presidentiel Election Results (Circular distributed by

Secretary of the Electorsal Connission, 13 May 1971).

1Z, 20 April 1970,

See Mitchell, J, C. (ed.), Sociel Networks in Urb

E;tggtiogg (Manchester: Institute For Social Research,

niversity of Zambia, Manchester University Press, 1968).

The picture of the student community approximates to

Kornhauser's conception of mass society in which the

¢lite is accessible to the non-tlite and the non-&lite

available for mobilisation by the ®lite. Kornhauser, W.,

ic as ciety (London: Routledge and Kegen

Paul, 19

They were the Presidents elected in 1968 and 1969,

University of Zambia Studenta' Union, Repogt of the

i) £ ] ' Alleg

been accusations of missppropriation of funds
levelled for example ageinst the Zambie Congrees of
Trade Unions.
8ee for example, Burawoy, M,,"Another Look at the Zambian
Mineworker," African Soc Re (Forthcoming) .
See for exemple, Lipset, S, M., alues, Education and
Entrepreneurahip," in Li set, S, M, end Solari, A, (eds,),

tin eri New York: Oxford University
Press, 193?! PP.3 3=60.,

Lipﬂet (1963) [ ] 2%_.3%- 9 Po39‘-h

Thia idea is exp ored in greater detail in Burnwoy, K. p
A anigati A St the 1L, 1 Le

s DD.9 3=

There are never any collectiona for eharity on the campus,
And voluntary work does not have much appeal, Thus the
local branch of the World University Service appealed to
students to help build a elinic in Lusaka during the
holidays. According to a report in Ug, 3 August 1970 it
drew no raaponse at all,

guni Gommig

™ PP« 12”1"‘-.
’ Questfoﬁ 15.

. ] e, Question 19,

Henry Chanda was suspended in 1967, Cosmos Chola was
suspended in 1971, Both were Presidents of UNZASU at
the time,
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Poll One, Question 23,
_IEKEHIR}!EIE ree, Question 16,

ap
This will bde slvun more attention in Chepter 1V, Figures
supplied by the Office of the Registrar indicate that
in 1571 there were 1281 Zambian students, 31 Asians, 64
Rhodesians, 17 South Africana and 69 Europeana.
See Bates, R., Unions, Pe 28, 8nd Politicael Deve

Shila, E., e'rhe ntelectuals in the Political Develop-
ment of the New States,” in Kautaky, J. H, (ed.),

Pol : loped Coun »g (New York
and 219,
Bis wip

paet, (1963), it., Chapter X, pp.310-43,

The concept of different hiererchies of stratification
and their congruence has been developed in connection
with the Indien caste system, See, for example. Bailey,
F. G., “Closed aocial stratirication in India,"

2. WP EE & 3481 4 s £ Ob VOIQ IV, No, 1. 1963’
pp. :or rclponsea to 1nccngruence in the three
hierarchies of caste, economic atatus and political

ower see Balley, F, G,, Cae and the pic |
?nancheaterz Manchester Un vera ty F

Silverberg, J. (ed.)

Bt e & 8 /6 th <X 2 R
Supp ent” R .

e, Question 24,

ee, Question 24,

*-“‘ ‘ ‘ ‘M L ] p‘ ﬂ"‘}'
8z, 27 September t§%§
Aron distinguishes three types of criticism, technical

criticism where one puts oneself in the position of the
administrator or ruler and advocates reformist measures,
moral eriticism which "raises up asgainst things as they
are the notion, vague but imperative, of things as they
ought to be," and ideoclogical or historical criticism
which “attacks the present society in the nams of the
society to come [and] which attributes the injustices
which offend the hunan conscience to the very essence of
the yresent order." 3ee Aron, R.,

e t al (Londanz Secker and Warburg, » DPDe210=11,

%z, 26 October 1970,
0 independent and beyond 1nr1uence was the Nguni commia~
sion, that one official of the student governaent
implicated in the misappropriation was accused of breake
ing into the room %o pinch what he possibly thought was
the only copy of the report., S8ee UZ, 20 September 1971,
» 3 May 1971,
26 October 1970,

e an 8 o e conrlict may also be seen in structursl

terms, The liberal universities operate in a democratic
menner with directives flowing up from beneath, while in
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the wider political system the directives flow down
from government, The structurel incompatibility inevite
ably leads to tension,

See Fanon, F., Wretched of the Eerth (Penguin Books,
1967) , particularly Chapter 3, pp.lls-ES.
UZ, 3 May 1971.

,,26 April 19710

d.

.

’ 3 Kay 19710
Uz, 26 April 1971.
UZ, 9 June 1970,
Fanon, op,cit., pp.150-65,
For an outline of Humaenism see, Kaunda, K. D.,
A Humenist in Africa (London: Longmans, 1966) and
Kaunda, XK. D., Humanism in bia (Lussaka: Zembia
Information Services,

Mennheim, K,, ldeology &nd Utopia (London: Routledge
and Kegsn Paul, 1960&, p.E§.
» 3 lay 19710 .
’ 9 June 1970,

Phiri, ., itment (Private copy subsequently pub=-
%m

lished in 8_of Zambis end of 1971),
Opinion Po h sy Question 27,
Mannheim, op,cit., p.175.

Phiri, op,cit.
Kandeke, T, K., "Towards Praxis Humanism," The Jewel of
Agrieg, Vol. 1, 1968, p.loO,
Uz, 20 October 1970,

Phiri, op,cit.
Kendeke, op,cit., p.9.

ﬁgggion Poll %hrge, Question 23,

anna notes that students in their first yesrs are more
active in partisan politics which he suggests 1s an
indication that old~timers are more professionalised,
This finding is compatible with the attitudes expressed
by students to Humanism, in that activity in partisan
politics 1is probably inversely relasted to cynicism,
The student advances through the university and at the
same time as becoming more professionalised he also
becomes more cynical and anti-politicsl, Henna, W. J.,
"Students," in Coleman, J. 8, and Rosberg, C. J. (eds,),
Political Parties end National Integration in Tropical
Africa (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of
Californie Press, 1964), p.u4i4l,

Weber, M,, “Politics as a Vocation," in Gerth, H., H, and
Mills, C, W. (eds.), From Max Weber (London: Routledge

end Kegan Paul, 1948), pp.120=-1,
Shils, E., "The Intellectual Between Tradition and

Modernity: The Indian Situation,” gomgaggtive Studiﬁg
in Society and H%stogx, Supplement 1, 1961, Also Shils,
OElQito, Dpcz hat® -1 ’

Address by the Vice=Chancellor, Professor L, Goma, on
the occasion of the second Graduation Ceremony, 6 June

1970,
Lipset, S. M,, "Students and Politics in Underdeveloped

Countries," in Lipset, S, M, (ed,), Student Polit
(New York and London: Basie Books, 1§57$, De 30,
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For the hostility between relatively well educated
Zamblians and expatriate supervisors on the mines see
Burawoy (1971), op.g¢it., pp.45-78.

This point has been made by many writers, See Gluckman,
‘ k'@ll’ 1956) »

M., Qgg&om and ggg;;;g§ (oxford: Baeil Blac
PP.1-26. Dahrendorf, R., Class and Class Con
§Q§5?§g;g;_§§§&gﬁz (London: Routledge and

9 » PP.ZO O, COCGI‘, Lo, 41 g D o
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The discussion in this chapter will focus on the diverse
members of the set of multiple roles which the soclal system
awards to every actor. The first section will be devoted to
the social background from which the student has emerged and
the role of kinship ties &8s a link with the wider society,
Further consideration will be given to the student's relations
to other sections of society as expressed in his cultural
orientations as 'purveyor of modernity' or as the inheritor of
the indigenous values of Zambian society. Following which
there is a discussion of the student's perception of his role-
status vis-d=vis the Zambian labourers and his relationship
to the party, The division of the community into two groups
6ver the lssue of affiliation to the ruling party will be
examined in the light of ideological conflict within the
student body. A further section will attempt to assess the
significance of sectional loyalties to linguistic groups and
more broadly to national and racial identities, In the next
section two student presidential elections will be snalysed
in terms of the controversial issues they ralsed, the nature
of and support for competing interests and the idiom in which
these interests were expressed., Finally, an attempt will be
made to essess the significance of the multiple roles of stu=

dents in stabilising their relations with the rest of society.

Just as Marx inflicted an/historic mission upon the pro-
letariat so other social philosophers have honoured
intellectuals with a similer mission. More recently, but in

the same tradition as Plato's philosopher King, Mannheim has
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viewed the intelligentsia as en 'unanchored, relatively
classless stratum'’ which, by embodying diverse interests in
society, was in a position to synthesise the political
thoughts to be found within different groups, Whereas othepr
sections of society propsgate systems of thought that re-
flect their position in the social structure, the intelli-
gentsla recruited 'from an increasingly inclusive ares of
social 11fe’,2 bound together by participetion in s common
educational heritage 'subsumes within itself all those
interests with which social 1life is permeated'.3

There are two courses of action which the un-

attached intellectuals have actually taken as

ways out of this middle~of=-the=-road position:

first, what amounts to a largely voluntary

affiliation with one or other of the various

antagonistic clesses; second, scrutiny of

their own social moorings and the quest for

the fulfilment of their mission as the pre-

destined advocate of the intellectual inter=-
ests of the whole.u

There is some ambivelence as to which, if either, of
these roles the Zambisn student is expected to activate, On
the one hand he is urged to forge a bridge between the 'haves'
and the 'have-nots' thus eliminating the evils of a class=
consciousness, and at the same time to link hands with the
common man in 'a noble march of determination and defiance
ageinst the enemies of progress'.5 On the other hand he is
expected to 'get on with his studies and leave politics to
the politician',

Both Mannheim snd the official policy of the Zambian
government fail to recognise two factors, The first has al-
ready been alluded to in previous chapters and will appear
agsin in later chapters, namely thet the student body or the

intelligentsia does develop interests of its own, and does
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propagate an 1deology which defends those interests, The
existence of a 'union' and a belief in a meritocracy are wit-
ness to such developments amongst students as are the unassail-
eble 'rights' to academic freedom and university autonomy
derivative of the interests of the scademic community as a
whole. The second, which is what coacerns the present dise
cussion, is the myth that students or intellectuals are re-
cruited from a diverse set of classee and groups comprising
all possible points of view, Michels has emphatically
rejected this notion by pointing out that university education
is & privilege of the upper classes, Though he was réferring
to Germany in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
nonetheleses studies of the backgrounds of students have ree-
peatedly indicated differential patterns of recruitment which
favour the upper classes. While Michels argues that ‘every
proletarian of average intelligence, given the necessary means,
could acquire a university degree with the same facility as
does the average bourgeois',6 Aron suggests thet the entry of
more children of workerse and pessants into universities would
require a change in the nature of the transmitted culture

from 'the academic or bourgeois culture' to the 'popular or
Marxist culture'.’! The experience of Peking University sug-
gests that democratisation of university admissions does
indeed entail some form of change in the university structure
to sccammodate students from different strata of society.8
However, so0 long as the universities select their own entrants
on the basis of examinations of academic aptitude it is un-
likely that students of the intelligentsis will be recruited
equally from all strata of society, but on the contrary, as

writers such as Djilas suggest,9 those from the more elevated
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areas of soclety will secure preferential access to the
university, particularly where recruitment to &lite positions
favours the university graduste,

Studies of the background of African students conform
to a pattern in which children from the higher socio-econémie
strata of soclety are more likely to be recruited to the
university than those from the lower classes, Simllarly the
educational attasinment of parents is an influential factor
in the educational development of the children, This is
likely to be particularly so when the medium of examination
end instruction in secondary schools and university ié not
the vernacular, Thus those children brought up by parents
who themselves spesk English are at & considerable advantage
over those whose parents speask only in the vernascular, The

social origins of the Zambian students confirm the trends

found amongst students elsewhere in Africa.

For information concerning the social origins of students
at the University of Zembia, it will be necessary to rely on
two surveys; one conducted amongst undergraduates admitted
from 1966 to 1968 and the other conducted smongst graduates
of the university which includes those students who were ad-
mitted in 1966 and 1967.2C Unfortunately the results of the
surveys are somewhat contradictory, as can be seen from Table
1l which slso includes comparable results from Ghans and
Makerere, |

The discrepancy between the two surveys of University of

Zambis students may be attributed to a number of factora.12
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TABLE 11 - OCCUPATIONS OF STUDENTS' FATHzRS™ T

Father's Occupation Ghana Mgkerere Zambia (1) Zambia (2)
(Undergrads,) (Grads,)
(%) (%)

| @ (9
Professional 2l 29 33 32
Clerical 12 3 26 3
Commercial 19 8 5 -
ﬁ::i:;ns and other 9 11 15 20
Farmers and Fishermen 27 L7 15 % L5
Miscellaneous 9 2 6 -

% 1ncludes 8% who were chiefs,

The first survey was conducted amongst two samples, One con=-
sisted of 321 out of the L90 registration forms of Zambian
students admitted to the university in the period 1966 to 1968,
The second sample comprised 223 Arts, Law and Humanities'
students, which produced resulte closely approximating the
other aample.l3 There is good reason to believe that the
occupations stated by these students would be the ones gtated
by the entire population, However, for the survey of graduates
the return was less than 20% and cannot be regarded as repres-
entative.,l* It is possible, for exemple, that the older
students were more prepared to respond to the questionnaire
and their fathers would be much more likely to have been
farmers than the fathers of the younger graduates. There is

a further problem inherent in both surveys in that students
asked to state the occupation of their fathers are likely to
exaggerate their answer, particularly if they are acutely
*status conscious! sbout their background.l5 This might account

for the very low percentage of students who state they come
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from a rural background, as caompared with figures from the
more educationally advanced countries of East Africa and
Ghana,

Accepting the first survey as more accurate than the
second, 1t becomes clear that students are disproportionately
recruited from the white collar professions and occupations,
that is those sections of the population familiar with the
English language. It is probable that such sections were
also more closely attached to the religious institutions which
bore the greater burden of responsibility for educatipg the

Africans of Northern Rhodeaia-ls

The children of parents with
a religious background were advantaged on three counts, First
their parents' familisrity with English, second their parents’
connection with the Christian Church indirectly favoured their
children as regards entry to secondary education and third it
is probable that parents converted to Christienity would be
more eager than most to ensure that their children received a
good education,

In a socliety where kinship relations are of considersable
significance and where in certain asreas it is common for a
child to be brought up by his uncle or looked after by siblings,
it is important to consider not just the father's occupation
but thaet of other close kinsmen, The survey of graduates
revealed the tendency for close kinsmen, even more than parents,
to have occupations in those fields which required a knowlédge
of English, as can be seen in Table 12, Not only are the
student's parents disproportionately recruited from the pro-
fessional classes but 80 also are his close kinsmen, or at
least those close kinsmen the respondents to the graduate

questionnaire chose to mention, The figures even seem to
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suggest that the kinsmen are more likely to be occupied in
positions requiring femiliarity with English than are the
fathers themselves. It is probsble, however, thet the res-
pondents chose those kinsmen with whom they were most closely

in touch and with whom they had most in common,

TABLE 12 =« OCCUPATIONS OF STUDENTS' KINSMEN AS
COMPARED WITH THEIR FATHERS' AND THE
TOTAL WORKING POPULATION QF ZAMBIA 17

Occupation Fathers Close Working
Kinsmen Population
(Africans)
(%) (%) (%)
Professional 21 21 2
Managerisl and '
Administrative 11 7 1
Clerical 3 8 8
Sales and Services 3 8 17
Production Workers 17 2l 27
Farmers us5 33 L5

Nevertheless, the graduate guestionnaire does suggest
that many of the close kinsmen are still very much villegers,
A breskdown of the educational attainment of the same kinsmen
indicates that the distribution of attainment, though at a
higher level thaen the population at large, still spans the

entire range with a high proportion without schooling.

TABLE 13 - EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF MALE KINSMEN *10

Age 4 4 % %
(Years) No Schooling Primary Secondary Higher
10-19 3 (19) u1 (73) L2 (8) 1 (0.3)
20=-29 - (24) 31 (57) Lo (17) 29 (0.2)
30-39 9 (36) 50 (57) 28 (5) 13 (0.2)
Lo=49 26 (L49) 58 (Lé) L (3) 2
50«59 L2 (68) Ly (30) 12 (0) 2
60+ 67 (79) 33 (19) - -

®* Pigures in brackets refer to national percentages.
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TABLE 1l = EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF FEMALE KINSMEN® 12

Age % % % %
(Years) No Schooling Primary Secondary Higher
10-19 3 (27) L1 (67) L7 (5 9
20-29 1L (56) 36 (39) 39 (3) 1
30-39 41 (7u) 32 (23) 23 (0) L
LO=4L49 58 (86) 35 (12) 7 (0) -
50-59 ey (91) 36 (7) - -
60+ 96 (93) L (5) - -

*Figures in brackets refer to national percentages,

The two tables stress the phenomenon referred to earlier,
nemely the tendency for students to be recruited fronvthe
advantaged sections of society and for university education to
became a privilege of the upper and middle classes., The differ-
ence between the educational attainment of the close kinsmen
and the total population in the higher education bracket is
particularly wide, The gap diminishes with age corresponding
to the circumstances of colonial education when severely
limited opportunities did not permit the appearance of wide
disparities, The firat two age groups which comprise kinsmen
younger than the graduate are also clearly amongst the privie
leged sections of society in the field of education, It might
be tentatively conjectured that en educationally sadvenced
group is consolideting its advantage through the trensmission
of that sdvantage from one generation to the next,

What of the occupations of the graduates? The responéea
corroborated the earlier observation that no students had
entered the political buresucracy, nor 4did sny graduate antici-
pate entering full~-time politice within the next ten yesrs,

Such an estrangement from the political career is reflected
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also in the relative sbsence of any kinship relations to mem-
bers of the political &lite, Of the two hundred and seventy
kinsmen whose occupationas were mentioned only three were poli-

20 This suggests that the children of the politicsal

ticians.
¢lite have not gained sdmission to the university through

their connection with those who wield power but have had to
pass through the normal channels., Nonetheless there is a wide-
ly held view that members of the political &lite secure places
for their children in foreign universities rether than the

University of Zambia.21

Whatever the resson, from random
observations made of the students, there does seenm to be a
significant absence of close kinship ties with the political
élite, It is of course very possible that students tend to
keep the existence of such ties & closely guarded secret: in
anticipation of the adverse attitudes it might elicit from
fellow students, In either event kinship ties with the politi-
cal &lite are unlikely to act as a significant restraint on

the antagonisms between students and government or on the meas~

ures taken by the latter against the former,

Kinship Affiliations.

Though kinship ties are not obviously setrong in relation
to the political &lite, nonetheless they do provide the most
enduring bonds linking students to the wider society. Along
with the kinship ties, are a set of obligations which the stud~
ent like asny other member of society cannot afford to neglect,
The obligations inherent in thé 'extended family' - that of
providing material sssistance to the younger end poorer members
spring from the co-existence within the seme family of the rich

and the poor, the highly educated and the poorly educated,
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Though the kinsmen of the student may be a more advantaged

group as compared with the population as a whole, nevertheless
it still contains within its midst members who depend or will
depend on the student for materiel asssistance, Thus the third
opinion recorded that 22 of students were ‘'supporting' in
some sense from cne to three and 25% more than three kinsmen,2?
Once they have graduated and are gainfully employed obligations
can only increase and graduates are expected to ensure that
their siblings, for example, pursue their education unimpeded
by finencial handicaps. In the graduate questionnaire 92%
claimed to be supporting one or more relatives.z3 "

Though material obligations to the poorer kinsmen may be
unavoidable, actual contact with the same relatives may be
reduced to a minimum., In vacations, therefore, when mos;
students obtain some form of employment, the students are
likely to stay with those kinsmen with whom they have most in
common, Table 15 compares the occupations performed by all
the students' kinsmen with the occupations of those kinsmen
they stayed with during the vacations,

TABLE 15 = COMPARISON OF OCCUPATIONS OF ALL KINSMEN

WITH OCCUPATIONS OF THOSE KINSMEN AND
FRIENDS VISITED DURING VAGATIONS.zu

Occupation All Kinsmen and Friends
Kinsmen Visited

(2 s
Profesaional 21 28
Managerial and 7 23
Administretive /
Clerical 8 18
Sales and Services 8 10
Production Workers 2L 16

Farmers 33 3
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Professional, managerial and sdministrative personnel comprise
over half the friends and relatives visited in the vacations,
Parents who reside permanently in the rural areas as farmers
may not be visited for years at a time. Thus the graduate
questionnaire revealed that only 16% of the persons visited
were parents, while 36% were siblings or cousins, 19% were a
parents' siblings, 16% were friends and 12% were epousea.25
There are a pumber of reasons why students should see
their parents so infrequently and favour kinsmen and friends
with backgrounds similar to their own, First there is the
practical matter of gaining wage employment in the vacation
which is most likely to be found in the towns. Thus only
those relatively well off kinsmen employed in the townas would
be able to accommodete them, According to the graduate ques-
tionnaire, of the kinsmen and friends visited in the student
vacations, 42% were in Lusaka, 30% were in some other line of
rail town, 25% were in some other town in Zambia while only

26 A second reason for the

3% reported staying in s village,
infrequency of visiting parents lies in what may be expected
of the returning student, It is possible that, like the miner
returning from the Copperbelt,27 the student will be expected
to bring back with him the fruits of urban life, in psrticular
gifts for his kinsmen in the village. This the student would
£ind very difficult to efford and thus he avoides the obliga-
tion by staying away. A third reason concerns the differing
ways of life in town and village and the association of ‘back=
wardness' with village life 1n/the minds of meny students.

Such comments as the following indicaete values common smongst

students,
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1t ie shameful indeed to see the most educated
bunch of girls in Zambia behaving like the most
uneducated group cf females in the Amagzon Foreats.28

Life in the villege is considered 'primitive' and unsuited to

the educated person,

Not all students reject village life as something to be
avoided, Some are sensitive to a conflict between their own
way of life in the university and town and that of their
poorer kinsmen in the villages., The following is a poem by a

Zembian graduate student,

My mother cannot play

with her grandchildren

Between hLer and them,

there is no communication

She cannot understand their language

They cennot understand her language

Her imagery and symboliem are of the ‘primitive’
Theirs are of the Television and the 'civilised'
Between her and then,

there is no common ground

Between them is a deep gap

My mother feels ill at ease
Her world is not our world
Her views are not our views
When friends come
We talk of
goll and theatre
We talk of
Horse-riding
salling
Tflying
or balling
We telk of things mesningless to her
She does not understand the langusge
we speak
end we say, 'damn her primitive'

And my mother says
She misses her food
Insisting she wants her nshima
And we tell her

'she will, but not today"
She will eat it when we do
And that is once & week
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Then she eaks why count how many times
when nshimea 18 to be cooked or eaten,..
My mother is never happy
in our home
And now she won't come any more
She seems to wonder
My parents seem to wonder
My relatives, my relatives' friends
All seem to wonder
Who em I? Whet em 1I?
They all seem to agk
And they all seem to agree
He is but a black whiteman
Without the whitemen's dignity
Nor sense of belonging
A ua‘k- . 029

Ashby also refers to the rootlessness of the African graduate
subjected to the culturally biased education of the univernity.

There is a no-man's~land between European eulture
and African culture, In this no-man's~land
thousands of Africen graduates pass their lives,
not assimilated to Europe yet strangers to their
own folk, insufficient in numbers to form a self-
sustaining intellectual community. One of the
urgent tasks for education in Africa is to cut
channels of communication between the intellect-
uals and the people, "to avoid the sense of
separation of the university gradnate from his
much less well-educated countrymen," 30

There are two groups of people who have continually
stressed the separation of the student or intellectusl from
the mass of soclety; namely the intellectuals themselves and
those observers who see the student only in his university en-
vironment., One commentator from the latter group notes

csesBOme Students mey have developed &litist

attitudes because of the scarceness of the skills

they are acguiring, their high stendard of living

on campus, and their physicel isoclation from the
ordinary people.SI

But such conclusions stem from observations made in the unive
ersity environment, where, as has already been noted, students
are given a responsible and influential role to play. In the

wider society where his role is of considerably diminighed
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importance and sffording little influence, he is likely to
forsake many of his '€litist' attitudes for those in conson~
ance with his position, W#While he remsins on the university
campua, cut off from the rest of society, he can assume what
appear to be "elitist" attitudes, but once he moves into the
wider society he readily adapts to a new set of role expecta~-
tions, There are few Zambians who will tolerate open expres-
sions of '&litism’, and the student is given little alternative
but to assume the role-status which he is accorded by the
wider social structure, The student's movement between the
university social system and the wider soclety may bevlikened
to the migrant who Journeys from the town to the village each
with its associated social structure and derivative norms,
What Southall said of the migrant worker may be equally ssid
of the student,

But the switch of action patterms from the rural

to the urban set of objectives 1s as rapid as

the migrant's journey to town. These objectives,

however, are only a part of the whole set of

norms with which he is forced to operate in towmn

and his adjustment to the whole urban set of
norms must be sudden on his first arrival there, 5,

The indigenous intellectuasls also tend to stress their
separation from the mass of the ﬁeople. Thus one may note the
obsession amongst African writers to stress the eonflict
between ‘'traditionel' end "modern' values and the consequent
alienation of the intellectusl as the ‘purveyor of modernity'.:53
However, it mey be argued that the perceived conflict betwéen
'tradition' and 'modernity' is largely a symptom rather than
a cause of their own alienation from society, an alienation
which is characteristic of intellectuals in general, As Shils
has noted, the more deeply felt is the sense of allenation the
more likely is the intellectual to asttempt to immerse himself
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in traditional culture and to glorify the folkways of the
ordinary people.jh Paradoxically, populism characterises
intellectual communities with a well developed sense of their
own apartness from society. That there is little genuine
populistic feelinyg smongst students at the University of
Zambia reflects the sbsence of a genuine intellectual com-
munity which has the time and inclination to seriously con-
sider its own position and role in society, For the present
day Zambien student whose future is secure in the civil
service, industry or educational institutions there is little
need for the development of the intellectual tacultiés, for
the pursuit of truth or the eonsideration of the wider implica-
tions and values inherent in what he is learning.

At the same time there is an ambivalence towards certain
aspects of his life and the nature of his studies stemming in
part from a sensitivity to what appear to be different systems
of velues, This is particularly obvious when he defends his
interests by recourse to a deniel of the relevance of a
particular value system. Thues students might argue that the
use of external examiners end the adoption of standards
acceptable to Western universities is a ‘neo-coloniel' trick
to reduce the number of Zeambian graduates, and that Zambian
students should be subjected to specifically Zambian standards
relevant to Zambian needs. However, such viewa do not have
the support of the majority of the students who interpret the
deviation from 'Western' standards as a decline in standards.
The first opinion poll recorded the student views on this

matter,
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The University should make every effort to produce
graduates of internationsl standard even if this
means failing large numbers of students,

55% agreed, 12% were uncertain, 33% diaagrcod35

There is more uncertainty as regards the content of the
courses at the university,
The content of university courses is not suited to
the needs of the country,
25% agreed, 32% were uncertain, L3% disagreed36

Only a quarter were prepared to dismiss the courses ss un-
suited to the needs of the country, though the percentages
varied from 32% amongst humanities students to 8% amongst
medical atudcnts.37 The degree of ambivalence also reflects
the absence of any known alternative to replace the present
courses, The conclusion %o be drawn is that the majority of
students do indeed embrace the values which are enshrined in
the liberal ethos of a Western University.

Yet there are occasions, as in the case of standards,
when a vocal minority may give the impression that they up-
hold the treditional values rather than those associated with
'modernity'. This is particularly prominent when specific
interests are being threatened as are those of male students
when female students assert themselves as equals to men., In
these circumstences the male students will rally what they
conceive to be traditional customs to the defence of their
continued dominance,

Approximately 18% of atudehts are of the female variety,
enjoying their own hall of residence some four hundred yards
awsy from the male residences on the main campua.38 The

student community must be one of the few communities in the
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country in which there is no official or even unofficial dig-
tinction between men and women insofar es their student role-
status is concerned. In the village society there is a
relatively strict division of labour which ensures role segre-
gation between the sexes. Migratory labour was aimed at the
menfolk and initislly the women remained in the village to
look after the children and fend for themselves. When women
end families came to town, they found no wage employment and
even today, for all except a tiny minority who have managed

to gain some education, the prospects for employmentvare bleak,
Unlike West Africa where one finds women employed in some form
of trade, in Zambia treding is permitted only under licence
which is difficult to obtain, expensive and cen be restrictive
in the trading ectivities it permits., Some women do manege to
run illegel ‘shebeens' - small taverns - in the townships,
selling home~brewed liquor while others engage in lese Aigni-
fied activities, such as prostitution, to earn a little income
and a measure of independence from the mehfolk. In general,
however, women in the towns have been dependent én the men for
& livelihood while continuing with the domestic chores to
which they were accustomed in the villages - looking after the
house and children and possibly cultivating small gardens in
the surrounding arees., It is sgainst this background that the
relations between men and women studente at the university
must be examined.

As a mark of her enhanced status, as well as to make her
more attractive, the lady student tends to embrace the tenets
of 'modernism', particularly in her apparel, Indeed, the
attitude of both female and male students towards clothes are

similar, both dress very smartly, the men are to be found in



204,

suite while the women dress in the latest fashions of London
or Paris, They ere also influenced by the fashions of the
American negro as in the wholesale adoption of Afre hair
styles and Afro wigs., The great pains taken to grow their
heir longer, to use skin lighteners and wigs not only make
them more glamorous but asymbolise the role she expects to play
in society as one of the most edugated women in the country.
At the same time her ocutward appearance clearly distinguishes
the female student from the majority of Zambian women in the
towns and villages who move around in traditional dress,

Reaenting the elevated status of the female studént and
the price they command because of their scarcity, the men have
been given to attack the women publicly where they are possibly
most vulnerable. The girls are sccused of slavishly imitat~
ing 'Europesn' habits and clothes even to the extent of
lightening their skin and in so doing betraying their own cul-
tural heritsge and Zambianneas,

A new organisetion hes been formed in Mafia style

on the campus. The organisation is called the

Anti-Wig League and as the name suggests the cam-

»algn is not only against wigs, but slso all
forms of skin bleaching cosmetics.,

Progress in Africe can only be achieved if the
potential mothers of the future sons of Africa
are emancipated from the yoke of Western mental
colonlalism. The organisation will help a great
deal in this by inducing the UNZA female &lite to
come and love their natural beauty and skin, snd
convinee them that to be white does not necessar-
ily mean to be boautitul.BQ

The third opinion poll revealed the antipathy harboured by
many male students towards certain of the ledies® fashions,

Wigs improve the looks of UNZA girls
29% sgreed, l3% were uncertain, 58% disazreedAO



205,

Skin lightening cream improves the looks of UNZA girls
33% agreed, 15% were uncertain, 52% disagroed.“1

Mini skirts improve the looks of UNZA girls
53% agreed, 11% were uncertain, 36% ditagreeduz

Not surprisingly the girls largely boycotted this opinion poll,
absconding with the polling box placed in their hall of resi-
dence, The response to the different items reflects a greater
antipathy towards those artifacts which most seek to disguise
the girl's Africanness., The arts students showed a greater
disaeffection with the facets of modern dress and make-up than
did the science students, indiceting that the results reflect
more than a mere rationalisation of the interests of male
s:t.uden’ce.l‘3 They also suggest a genuine consciousness arid
ambivalence towards their own denial of the ‘treditional’
culture and its replacement by what are, for all intents snd
purposes, artifacts of an alien culture.

Faced with such attacks the girls would, if they bothered
to reply at all, retaliate in the name of 'modernity' and
individual rreedom.uu One of the most fashion-conscious girls
on campus wrote,

There has been so much unnecessary nervous excite-

ment about the wig and the modern woman in contem-

porary Africa., How acceptable is it for a house~

wife to weer & wig? Hasn't anybody the freedom to

wear what he or she thinks is right for him or her?

OR should there be an actual standard set up by

those who feel they are greater then others morally

or otherwise...Sociclogically speaking a society

has got its own culture, Culture is defined as a

mode of life and is not static, Is it a shock

that our women and girls heve undergone socialisa~-

tion...The big question is should we expose

ourselves to any foreign influence? Shouldn't we
chooge what to copy and what to do away with?“s

Another suggests that since the times are changing so must
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Alming his eriticism at the girls especially, M,,.,.
declared ",..0ne sees around the campus girls
walking in large groups like migratory birds around
the lakes or occupying an entire table."ug

Their ungociability was expressed by the men in the first
opinion poll,
Female Students show an unwillingness to mix with

male students

Male Studentas: 63% agreed, 22% were uncertain,
disagreed

Femele Students: 30% agreed, 21% were uncertain,
L9% disagrcedSO

Male Students show an unwillingness to mix with
female students

Male Students: % agreed, 2u% were uncertain,
disagreed

Female Students: 27% agreed, 17% were uncertain,
% disagreodsl

Female students thought that the females were slightly more
unsociable than the male students, but the male students were
much more positive in their assertion of female unsociability,
though this must be largely explained by a sex ratio of four
boys to one giril,

While accusing them of apathy, male students will gener-
ally resist any move by the ladies to enter into active
participation in student life except as girl friends or in the
role of secretary. It takes a Particularly forceful girl with
much self confidence to break down the resistance of the men,
and her own inhibitions to deviate from norms practised in the
wider society. In the same way the men, while accusing the
ladies of betraying their Zembian heritage by wearing ‘modern'
clothes, will themselves wear such clothes and also select

those same girls who are the subject of criticism as their



208,

girl friends. 1In the idiom of tradition and modernity, the
men attempt to defend the dominant role, accorded to them in
the wider society, against a social structure which does not
distinguish between men and women, Nonetheleas the very use
of the idiom of culture suggests that 1t has a powerful emote
ive appesl amongst meny students who question a wholehearted
embrace of 'Western' life styles.

The adoption of Western etyles of life, mannerisms and
dress 1s not new to Zambia. wzlson52 noted the phenomenon at
Broken Hill in the early forties and Mitchell®> made an extene
sive analysis of Africen urban life styles on the Copperbelt

in the fifties, In his Kal 9 Mitchell suggests that

the Africen mineworker has adopted a "European' value systenm

@8 a basis for placing himself on a scale of prestige relative
to other A{g;gggg.su Thus a Western style of life becomes a
system of prestige in the towns against which Africans mea-
sure their status relative to one another. Thus, it would be
an over-simplification to regard the tendency for students to
embrace a Western life style as simply ‘imitation' of the
European not only because there is a definite process of selec=-
tion but more importantly because the 'Western style of life'
is a symbol of prestige and high status in Zembian society,
Apart from its purely functional significance, the adoption of
‘Europesn' dress, therefore, must be regarded as part of the
student's desire to be identified with &n upper class, Thié
indeed is how it is interpreted in the wider society and why
the 'cultural srgument' is often a gulse for class conflict,
When national leaders call for the resurrection of 'traditional'
culture and a return to the values inherent in the 'tribal

community', while virulently asttacking such cultursal
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importations as the mini-skirt, they ere doing more than up~
holding the pride and dignity of the Zambian. They are making
populistic sppesals to the cless interests of the mass of poor
Zembians, The 'ban the mini call' promulgated by UNIP leaders
and championed, sometimes violently, by UNIP Youths was as
much an attack on the upper classes and those, such as the
students, who anticipated entry to the upper classes, as it was

a genuine appeal for a cultural revival.55

There is a vivid contrest between the background from which
the student emerges and the future he anticipetes for himself,
The discrepancy between the occupations of the majority of his
parents and kinsmen end his own future occupation is reflected
in the educational differential which separates them. As &
group the students are being projected at artificlally high
retes from the lower strata of a colonial society into the
highest strata of a post-colonial society, hitherto the ex-
clusive domain of the white rulers. The pressures asttendant
on such rapid social mobility must have their repercussions on
the behaviocur and attitudes of the students while they undergo
the tranaition.56 Merton has suggested that the process of
anticipatory soclielisation helps the individual to adjust to
his new membership group through the adoption of the norms,
values and life style characteristic of the group which he is
sbout to Join.57 This involves,orientating to the new group
a8 a positive reference group while regarding the groups from
which he has emerged as a negative reference group, Thus, as

has been pointed out in previous sections, the student tends
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to adopt the habits and life style, in so far as his relatively
small income will permit, of the professionsl class into which
he expects to move on graduation, At the ssme time he is un-
likely to adopt any overt sympathies for the present incumbents
of the professional class be they expatriates or Zambians,

The student will generally assume them to be opposed to his
rapid mobility into their ranks, Yet, significantly, the only

article58

in UZ to devote any serious attention or sympathy
for the problems of snother section of aociety59 concerned the
teachers' strike for incressed pay in 1970, The contributor,
himself a fourth year student destined to enter the téaohing
profession, argued that the government should pay more atten=-
tion to teachers as essential public servants, that their
demands be met in full and that the restricted leaders beé
released forthwith, Sympathies towasrds the teaching profes-
sion should perhaps be seen in the light that some L4O% of the
students would become teachers when they leave university.

A very different picture emerges when consideration is
given to the strike of the manual workers at the university
itself., Here, clearly the strike which brought the university
teaching operations to a standstill for almost a week affected
the interests of the students adversely. The students
expressed no sympethy for the non-academic staff, who had
struck because a pay increasse which they claimed to have been
awarded at the end of June was not to be found in their pa&
packets and subsequent negotiations had broken down without
any further offer being made. The students tock over the oper-
ations normally performed by the workers in shifts esnd for the

short period of the strike mansged to keep the kitchen, library

and transport facilities functioning normally. The students,
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the administration (senior levels) and the academic staff all
seemed determined to break the strike., The Vice=-Chancellor,
himself, applauded the action of the students in their efforts
to keep the university functioning and preventing its closure,
From no quarters did the workers receive support and given
the condition of the labour market, their position was pecu-
liarly weak; it was not long before the university had re-
cruited alternative staff to do the menual lebour asnd the
non-academic staff were obliged to return to work if they
wished to hold onto their jobs in a market where the supply

of lsbour far exceeded the demand, The students weré particu=-
larly contemptuous of the audacity of the workers to disrupt
the university and of their leadership who 'have their English
corrected by students'. The editorial in the Yoice of UNza
expressed the views of the majority of students,

One wonders how long students are going to live in
this state of uncertainty., Though the strike is
not aimed at the etudents, they are the pbeople who
suffer most, To prove this let us review the
strike,

There wes a complete blackout in Africe Hall for
the whole night. It seems one of the workers
switched off the main switch and locked the door
to the switch room, thus meking Africe a real dark
continent. The point is whether this was intended
to provoke the students or asuthorities,

On the other side two halle of residence had no
bed sheets as they were taken to be changed when
the strike begsn and the workers never thought of
replacing them; even though the students didn't
have a quarrel with them, The result was that the
gtudents of the halls concerned had to sleep for a
whole week on thorny beds...Now see who is hurt,
the suthorities or the students.

Last time the strike was aimed st disrupting the
graduation ceremony while this time [it is] the
student examinations. Are these occasions for the
authorities or for the students?....

It is not out of place to mention problems
incurred by the students suddenly and unexpectedly
while degrees were conferred upon them &s being
good cooks by Mr., P...The usually victimised
ladies slept unprotected.
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It would be wise and more humane for us if when
strikes occur everything possible is done in
order to have students' peace and harmony, With
better planning the university staff association
could have more control of their stray bullets.so

The attitudes of the students towards the workers' cause
ranged from hostility to indifference: no attempt was made to
examine the nature of the workers' grievances or apply a
principle of social Justice in a fremework wider than their
own interests aes students, The atmosphere on the cempue was
one of euphoria end self-congratulation at this latest mani-
festation of student soliderity. As the President of the
union commented in his mid-year report, |

The workers' strike sent the enemy {apathy] to his

sick bed, We had inflicted some fatal wounds, At

this period, we effectively coupled mental labour

with msnual labour and when mental labour marries
menual labour success is their first born,

I must commend you all to fight against anyone who
thinks we are book-readers only completely divorced
from any manual activity, The way in which we ore
ganised ourselves was a clear indication of the
fact that we are self-reliant.61

Though initially there was a spontanecus and voluntary response
to the call for hends in the kitchen, nevertheless after the
first few days when the novelty had worn off the enthusiasm
and numbers entering the kitchen had rapidly diminished to a
handful. Only the recruitment of unskilled labourers in the
meantime allowed the meals to continue, The indulgence in
manual labour was a gesture which did not involve any hardship
but on the contrary was both exciting and morally uplifting as
an expression of student solidarity and student versatility,
Not only do the majority of students fail to sympathise
with the interests of the workere on the campus, but many are
inclined to assume the menagerisl attitudes they would assoc-

liate with the Zambian politicel &lite or the pre-Independence
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white ruling cless. An interesting portrayal of the emergent
ideoclogical perspectives is to be found in an article on
'£ilth' which received wide acclaim emongst the students,

Why ia there the apparent reluctance to get any
place we live in clean? 1Is it a deliberate move
to get standards to deteriorate to their lowest
80 that we will be sald to be falling as Africans
to keep to sccepted standards? Lack of supervis-
ion among the immediate personnel on campus 1is
very evident, Those that would have devoted all
their energies to scrupulous cleanliness, main-
taining a close eye over the labour force, were
they s8till under their Majesty's EMPIRE
BRITTANICA, pose irrelevantly as sympathisers of
African National Leaders whilst undermining the
authorities by feiling to supervise their sub-
ordinateBe.s..

We are aware that it is false to say that the
labour force is inadequate since all loitering,
basking and even virtual sleep with the privileged
unsupervised labour force is all weste, We know
it is &8l1 done to frustrate us, Productivity is
at a low ebb at this institution since the aim 1is
deliberately to lower standards - to AFRICAN
STANDARDS!62

What is perhaps surprising, is not that the majority of
students were at best indifferent to the interests of the
workers, but that there was no minority group of 'rediceal’
students who caepitalised on the workers' subjugation by the
'authoritiea'. Whereas in most Eurcpean and American Universi-
ties the majority of students tend to be conservative and un-
concerned sbout the problems of the poorer sectors of society,
there is nevertheless a small minority, usually vocal snd open
in articulating its views, who identify with the working )
population, In Letin Americe such groups are likely to identi-
fy with the peasants in the vlllaxen.63 In Indie, too, there
are strong communist groups on ﬁhc university campuses.au
There are three key fagtors operating in the Zambian context,
not opereting in these other countries, which may largely

account for the atypical uniformity of orientation of the
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politicaelly conscious Zambian student., Each has been cone
sidered esrlier., Pirst, virtually all the Zambian students
not only aspire to higher positions, but do not see any major
obstacles to their entering the professional classes though
they may perceive cbstacles to their advancement within that
class, They ere conscious of their upward mobility, of where
they have come from and where they are going and the differ-
ence between the two, The typical radical student in the
American university is likely to have been born into a pro=-
fessional cless and to have parents who are themeelves grad~
uates from univeraitiea.65 The possibilities of entering into
the ruling class are relatively slim and inter-generationsl
mobility is unlikely to be significant, Their position in the
professional class is relatively secure and adaptation to new
roles is not the problem it is in Zambia, Those who come from
a liberal professional background feel more secure and have
less to lose in identifying with the oppressed ¢laasses, than
the student of worker or peasant stock who is 'escaping' from
that beckground. Thus the tendency noted for American students
from the lower strata of society to be less radicsl politieallyg
The sociasl background from which the student emerges is
one facet of mobility. The other face concerns the future
prospects of the graduate, In Zambia the prospects of entering
positions in the nation's &lites are much brighter than in s
country such as America where over 15% of the population of
university age attended college,in 1950.67 Thus in practice
the Zambian student is more likely to eventually move intoc the
ruling class than the American student who is more likely to
be smongst the ruled and therefore more inclined to empathise

with other groups within the ruled classes,
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A8 a student the American is more likely to see hiuself
as oppressed in a qualitetively different way from the Zembian,
First, he is one of very many more, the authorities to which
he 1s subject are remote and impersonal, and the influence he
has over them negligible., There is in other words & contine
uity between the student role-status in the university and
wider social structures where in Zambia there is a marked
discontinuity., The Americen student may perceive his unive
ersity as a factory or as a mierocosm of society as it actually

is outside.68

The Zembian student perceives the outside
soclety s3 being very different from the university aﬁd student
communities; the one is oppressive and suthoriterian while the
other permits considerable freedom at the same time according
him influence in decision-making brocesses, Because he does
not feel oppressed by his university environment he is less
inclined to‘empathise with those whom the social structure
does subjugate, Whereas in the vacations when he takes up
employment in industry or in the banks or wherever, he may
identify in his worker role with the other workers, during his
residence at the university his very different student role
induces him to regard the worker as & 'class' beneath him, It
is unlikely, therefore, that students will demonstrate as
students on behalf of the workers,

The differences between the Zambian student and his
coevals elsewhere may therefore be reduced to iheir differihg
social backgrounds, their disperate future role-status in
society and the structural congrﬁence or incongruence between

the university and wider social systens,
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So¢ia ound Politi Behaviour.

To establish the valldity of the hypothetical relastion-
ship outlined above between sociel background and future roles
on the one hand end political orientation on the other, a
study must be undertaken within the same student community to
show that those from a relatively wealthy background are more
likely to be radical than those from poorer backgrounds,

(Only in this way can the other two variebles be controlled.)
Unfortunately no such study has been undertaken amongst Zembiar
students, However, studies have been undertaken in other
countries which mey suggest at least qualificationsuto the
hypothesis,

Whereas studies of American students suggest that those
from the proféasional classes tend to be more 'radical'.than
those from the poorer backgrounds, Hanna'369 study of Nigerian

students and surveys of Indian7O

students come to opposite
conclusions. Apart from Hanna's study none of the investigatic
of students in African universities attempt to systematically
link social background with actual behaviour or even attitudes.
Goldthorpe's atudy,71 for example, considers the soclal origine
educational experience and problems of adjustment and occupa=~
tions end attitudes after leaving college in three different
chapters but fails to attempt any relations between dependent
variables such as attitudes, espirations, problems of adjust-
ment etc,, and the independent variable of soclel origins.
Jahoda's72 study suffers from a similar feilure. Finlsy commer

In light of Ghana's fluid social structure, it is

not surprising that social backgrounds do not deter-

mine politicization. The most significant corre-

lates of politicization are the faculty with which

the student 1s associated and the degree toward
which he is workina.73
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Hanna, however, considers student participation in party
politics, dividing the student population into 'non-affiliates’
(those affiliated to neither of the major parties) and
affiliates, The affiliates were divided into those who sup-
ported the Action Group and those who supported the National
Convention of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC), snd each affiliate was
rated on the level of his partisan ectivity into 'nominals’,
'occasionala’ and 'actives'. Hanna found that the non-
affiliates came predominsntly from homes in which the parent
or guardien was of 'high' oecupetionel status whereas the
reverse was true for the affiliaetes of both groups, The
'active' members of each party were more likely to come from
low status occupational backgrounds than either the 'nominsls’
or the 'occasionels', but paradoxically the ‘occasionals' came
from lower status backgrounds than the 'nominals'.7u Thus
there i1s not a straightforward linear relationship between
partisanship and occupational status of parent or guardian,
though the evidence clearly suggests the lower the status the
more likely a student will partske in partisan activity,

Impressionistic evidence of the Zambian student politics
would suggest that those with s low status background are
possibly more likely to be perty sctivists, But as has been
suggested et various points, and will be given more atiention
later, party activity on campus is slight and there is no pariy
branch. The focus of political activity within the student
community ie the student union end the union executive are
largely 'non-sffiliates'. It ié the background of membership
of the UNZASU executive and university membership of the NUZS
executive which must be examined for an assessuent of the

relationahip between politicel sctivism and social background.
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The recruitment to the union executive is through elections

in which the articulation of ideas in English 18 & prerequis-
ite for success, This in itselfl favours those who come from
professional backgrounds where English is spoken, On the othe)
hand recruitment to the party requires no such facility, indeec
it might be argued that fluency in English might prove to be a
handicap rather than an asset, Those who seek to partake in
political activity but who are precluded from access to the
student union executive by virtue of their difficulties in sel!
expression in English may be drawn to party activism,

In concentrating on 'party' politics end excluding
'student' politics Hanna is biasing his sample of student
'activists' to favour those c¢oming from baeckgrounds where
parent or guardian hes a low occupational status, His conclu-
sion that 'power was pursued to compensate for status depriva-
tion'’? is therefore only partially valid until he examines the
participants In student union politica. After all the studentes
regarded as 'radical' and subject of studies on American
campuses are not the ones who are affiliated to the national
parties, It may well be that many of the Young Democrats or
Young Republicans, in the same way as 'affiliates'’ of Ibadan,
come from parental backgrounds of low occupational status while
the new 'left' or active 'non~affiliates' come from higher
status backgrounds.

There are few university campuses in Africe which do not

76

possess a branch of the ruling party. The University of

Zambie is, however, an exception in that it has never had a
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party branch and political associations have had difficulty
in making any effective appearance, In 1969, 1970 and 1971
there was no political soclety of any description, This may
be partly ettributed to the exclusion end partly to the with=-
drawal of students from the politicel arena, The following
discussion 1s devoted to the attempts that were made in 1370
to establigh a UNIP branch‘on the campus, the divisions it
wrought within the student community and the reaction from

outside.,

The Bagkground.

In the middle of October 1970, Simon Kapwepwe then Vice=-
President came to sddress the students in a question and answer
session on the topic of the proposed new constitution, At that
meeting he argued against the new proposals and at one point
referred to the necessity for students to affiliate to UNIP,

He came again on the 21st QOctober to address the students at a
meeting of the Soclological Association, arranged some time
before, on the topic 'Students and the Party’.

You have to Jjoin the Party, organise & breanch, con=
tribute to the society because we want to survive,
it is not a question of democracy, you have to
survive,..lf we are going to survive you young
people are going to have to come in, in a big way
because if you don't they'll control you and this
colonialism does not die it only changes its
colour like a tree...From the university, from
secondary schools let us go into the villages and
do National Service.,.,.Students cannot regard them=
selves a8 an islend, How can you then take over
from me? You have to learn the hard way., You are
golng to be leaders in society,..You must prove
that you are capsble, You cannot learn to swim by
walking round the pool....77

Asked what was the future in the party of the student who advo-
cates complete nationalisation of the farms owned by M,P.'s,

District Governors, leaders and other elevated citizens, who
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demands that schools should not only suit Mr. Skinner's
children but also Mr. Mulengas's children, and so on, the Vice-
President replied,

This 18 just what I want, If we have no people who

can stand up with their hands in their pockets and

point out what is wrong we will be dying slowly as

a nation, Democracy can only succeed if you have

got capable people to manasge it. Those are the

questions that you must state in the party so that

the party must snswer them,..Don't say them outside,
we want them inside the party.78

No high ranking party leader had ever extended such a serious
invitation to the students to enter the party ae students,
Hitherto the official policy dictated that students should get
on with their astudies and leave politicse alone, Kapwepwe was
now saying the direct opposite, that the nation could not
afford to allow its students to remain outside the party,
Following this second forthright speech of Kapwepwe students,
captivated by his message, began organising support for a UNIP
branch on campus, An opinion poll was conducted by the Socioe-
logical Association to examine the student response to the
issues raised. Finally, & few days later, in response to the
NUZS President's televised ennouncement that the student con-
tingent for the forthcoming UNIP National Convention muet not
go as students but in & private capacity, the Vigce-President

of UNZASU, Cosmos Chola, stated to the press

It is our firm conviction that students must be
represented at the forthcoming historic URIP
national convention.79

For those who wished to see a Party Brench on the campus
the centre of gravity of the argument rested on the 'responsi=-

bility of the intellectuel' to help forge unity and national
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development at a time when the country was facing enemies
both from within end without. In easence such appeals
followed the theme which Kepwepwe had already outlined, The
debate was conducted through mezltime c¢irculars from which s
number of extracts will be taken, Perhaps the most eloquent
ideological support for the formaetion of the branch began with
a poem by Otto Rene Castille

One day

the aspolitical
intellectuals

of my country

will be interrogated
by the simplest

of our people

They will be asked

what they diad

when their nation died out
slowly,
. 1like a sweet fire

small and alone,...

esss8nd they'll &ask:
*What did you do when the poor
suffered, when tenderness
and life ’
burned out in them?’ao

In less eloquent terms but more likely to resonate student
sentiments, another wrote of the responsibility of the students
as custodians of the nation's independence,

eeseyou and I as youth are the only ones who are

true custodians of our independence who can real-

istically defend thie nation, We shasll not be

Justified to leave the guidance of the nation in

the hands of the afternoon, Because to them, it

is only a means by which they secure and consoli-

date material benefits as they are not sure of
their tomorrow.al

Not only must students oppose the ‘afternoon generation', but
they must also throw off their political virginity, dirty their
hands and show that they can metch criticism with sn equally
positive and dedicated contridbution to the development of their
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country., The students must set an example of how to run the
country,

seseWe have criticised the spilling of blood during
our national and locsl elections., Yet, we have
never stood up to give an exemple as to how poli-
tices ~ though it 1s now referred to as "a dirty
game" - ghould be conducted, I for one will [not]
raise a finger in order to attack anybody because
of differences on political grounds..,l have always
been UNIP and yet violence has never been my party
slogan.,..We shall never assault anyone physically,
intellectually we shall argue with averwbody....ga

Now was the time to show the 'afternoon' generation that the
youth can indeed play an important and constructive role in
the government of the country,

eseeyou and I have previously blamed both the
government and the Party for making unrealistic
decisions at times, We have also sounded loud that
the "afternoon” generation is not prepared to share
with the youth in directing affairs releting to the
running of the nations the world over. This has
led to students in universities resorting to strikes
and demonstrations in order to reverse things.aj

One spoke of the historic mission of the intellectuals in
Asia, Africa and Latin America, as the 'cream of the nation'
and the 'vanguard of the revolution'.

esss¥ie are the cream of the nation, its intellect-
ual vanguard,..We are here to postulate constructive
ideas: i,e.
(a) How to best utilise the land - to increase
agricultursl production.
bg Increased production in factories.
¢) The writing of new literature that will
benefit the spiritual and cultural welle
being of the nation,
esssWe have & purpose., When our nation needs us we
shall try to the best of our ebility to serve her,
using the knowledge we have acquired at the
University of Zambia,

There are students and students and students,

There are progressive students who are opposed to
the Estaeblishment, A case in point is the govern=-
ment of North America - U,S,A. The American Govern-
ment is committing acts of genocide against the
heroic and freedom-loving peoples of Vietnan,
Domestically it is oppressing and exploiting twenty
million of her own people and more. Furthermore,
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this same American Government is holding to ransom
the entire world - the entire world - the contin-
uous threat of Nuclear War, The progressive
students end intellectuals of the USA are playing
@ positive role in opposition to their government,
The revolutionary end progressive students and
intellectuals of Africa, Asis and Latin America
have a totally different role to play from that of
their counterparts in the Western countries., We
must constantly re-eveluate our position in soc=-
iety. Our duty is to stand by the side of our
Nations and Societies in times of criais.eu

The same writer stressed the crises facing the nation through
external aggression of the powerful natians in the world,

UNIP 18 correctly pursuing its cherished ideals of
gaelvanizing the forces of progress in this ,
country, That Zambia is undergoing and experienc-
ing a serious and acute phese in her history, hes
to be reiterated here and now, The fascist dogs
and wolves of Imperialism have already gnashed
thelr teeth, Ready to pounce and dismember the
body of this young and progressive nation, Can
evidence be produced to substantiate the previous
statements? YES

(1) The bombings that took place on and near

the Angole/Zambia border - Kalabo.
(11) The bombings of innocent villagers in the
Eastern Province,

Who 18 responsible for these bombinge? Portuguese
fasciam and NATO which is supported by the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA and her allies....
The crisis thet is manifesting itself is not only
particular to Zambia slone. It has assumed a
continental and universal proportion. The African
Revolution has been and is fighting a life and
death struggle against Imperislism which is work-
ing day end night to re-enslave asnd re-=colonize
Africa and Zambia.85

Given the crisis facing the nation, the need for unity and the
responsibility of the intellectual then what practical meas-
ures are open to the student? To fight from outside the party
is divisive and doomed to fallure because of the tendency for
those 1in power to mistake criticism, motivated by a concern
for the 'progress' of the nation, for opposition.

seset0 me Bishop Reed was correct when he main-

tained that you can only fight and right a system

when there is a dialogue between the resistors and
those who defend the existing system. And to be
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effective, use the same platform used by those
who maintain the condemned system, What I
mean here 1s that; we can only be effective if
we were in the very system in whose hands
affairs of this nation have been entrusted.eé

Working through the Party might, it was argued by another,
facilitate student contribution to the solution of his own as
well as national problems,

There haes been a growing tendency to criticise
government policies or party activities without
using the right channels through which these
criticisms cen receive practicability. I must
point it out clearly, and without bias, that no
matter how much we criticise in the air, little
will be schieved., Why not have some people to
channel grievances - national and other - through
the party? We might achlieve more by being con-
structive; let us not destroy without building
something more concrete., Neither can we solve
problems by refraining from politics, It is
ineviteble, therefore, to allow those who are
UNIP supporters to aslleviate some of the prob-
lems in sn essier way.87

The final argument which defended the formastion of a UNIP
branch on the university campus asppealed to rights of free

association,

The first reason 1s both legal and democratig:
there is no clsuse in the national or UNZASU
constitution stipulating that ZANDU, ANC, let
alone UNIP have no right to form branches either
on the two campuses or without,..In fact even
other writers from ANC and ZANDU have clearly
given us the green light to go in their most
emotionally directed article gg;wggig£d§§gg?, in
which they said in paragraph 4i hope it 1s
now clear to Mr., Chola and his friends that they
are At Libeprty to form a branch of UNIP on the
campus PROVIDING THEY DO 80 NOT AS UNZASU
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS but as FREE c¢itigeng of the
Republic who are dedicated UNIP members."gg

What distinguished the above arguments from their oppon=-
ents' 1s the overriding concern with principles and ideology
and the absence of the more usual character assassinations and
sppeals to narrow student interests. The more 'radical'! ele-

mente of the student body had been stirred by the encouragement
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given to them by the Vice-President's call spparently welcome
ing them into the party as ‘'intellectusls' snd students,
Hitherto these same elements had been silent because of the
prevalling view outside the campus that students and ‘intel-
lectuals' must be excluded from the political arena. Though
those who led the movement for entering the party system were
disproportionately recruited from the hitherto silenced
*intellectuals', the vast majority of followers were probably
those which Hanna charascterised as compensating for status
deprivation, and those which had been active in UNIP off the

campus and who were not active in student politics, .

Mobilising Opinion Against the URIP Branch.

The articulate spokesmen for the formation of the UNIP
branch stressed the student's 'civic' role as of prior import-
ance to his 'student' role and so rejected the conception of
‘student solidarity' as & mesns to furthering specifically
student interests as opposed t¢ national interests,

I contend that STUDENT SOLIDARITY as conceived
on this campus is an illedefined and meaningless
phrase, 1t needs redefinition in the light of
recent historical developments both inside and
cutaside the country.89

This was made in reply to the official pronouncement of the
union executive that student interests would be threstened by
the formation of a branch on the campus of any political party.

Brothers and Sisters,

After careful scrutiny and anslysis of the
advantages and disadvantages of the formation of
political branches on the campus, the Unzasu
Executive has decided to make its position sbund=-
antly clear on this burning issue facing us,

We are clesrly and unconditionally Qppeosed
to the formation of sny political branches on
this campus, this is because we can clearly fore-
see an inevitable and unnecessary split in the
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hitherto students solidarity snd this will be
to our own disadvantage in the shopt run as well
a8 the long run,

To this end we strangly warn the entire
student body and our Brothers and Sisters who
are currently playing this dangerous game of the
heavy consequences which will definitely follow
and engulf thenm.

Yours in the Students Solidarity, 90
THE PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY UNZASU EXECUTIVE

The union executive in opposing the formation of en independent
UNIP Branch on the campus was clearly defending its own posie=
tion in the community as well as the interests of the student
body as a whole, The fear was openly expressed by members of
the executive, Once a branch was established on campus exter-
nal relations would be governed by the branch rather than the
union; communications from outside would be channelled through
UNIP rather than the union,

Second the existence of a branch would facilitate access of
national party leaders to the student body, interfering in
student affairs and renting divisions in its midst, Divisions
based on party loyalties which overlap sectionel divisions
based on language would be brought out into the open and undere
mine student solidarity. The two most prominent members of the
African National Congress = Lozi 8peakers - produced the most
provocative of all the eirculars in their determination to pre-
vent the emergence of factional politice on campus,

We Zamblian Nationals of the African National Congress

studying at the University of Zambia, despite our

numerical superiority on the campus, and our welle-

oiled, well=disciplined organising ability, do not,

in the interests of student solidarity and academic

pursuits, intend to open a political branch on the
campus under normsl circumstances,

Meenwhile, we have & word to thogse who are completely
bent on wanting to turn the democratic political
sysiem of Zembia into a hereditary instrument for
emassing luxury and artificial power under the um-
brella of the 'ideal' One Party State. The imposition



227.

of a 'One Party State' through political irrstion=
ality, intimidation, snd made-to-measure theap
propaganda is likely to cause politicel instability,
economic unrest, eand social distress to Zembila,

This is what we want the Republic to avoid, This

is our stand. And we are prepared to kick the
bucket for this noble stand.

We ure as Zembian as any other Zambian even though
we may die pedestrians, and hewers of wood and
drawers of water, for selfish economic adventurers
and political schemers., We appreciate dialogue
and advice, But never will we allow another man
or woman, boy or girl to think for us

NEVER. g,

The 'numericel superiority of the ANC' was included to provoke
UNIP supporters into retasliastory remarks rather than as &an
accurate assessment of ANC strength on the campus, For the
remainder the writers' views resonated with those of the
majority of campus, The one party state was already in the
eir with President Kaunde's ennouncement that December 3lst’2
was to be the last date for Joining UNIP, Students were
strongly opposed to the one party state for the reasons given
in the e¢ircular, as was brought to light in the third opinion
poll.

The time is now ripe for the declaration of a one

party state,

11% agreed, 8% were uncertain, 81% diaagreed93

The third reason for opposing the formation of a UNIP
Branch was hinted at in the ANC circular, namely the suggestion
that its leaders were opportunists who were to be rewarded for
their efforte in establishing UNIP on the campus with comfort-
able positions on graduating., Those who led the UNIP movement
hed 'ulterior motives' for establishing s branch,

On the 14th November, 1970, the dynemic UNIP Twig's

so-called Publicity Boss...had been driven to the

New Cempus in a vehicle which bore no flag because
he is not yet a Cabinet Minister....gh
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Thus the idealism expressed in the pro=branch circulars was
Just a cover for a crude opportunism which would Place its
advocates in comfortable posts in the UNIP hierarchy., This
view stems more from the image of UNIP than the character of

the people concerned., The following is an extract from a

circulsr entitled The incomplete Works of UNIP L;tgrgtggg

UNIP is wounded

It bleeds, now and agein,
A GIANT in agony

A GIANT in decay

Keep Going

With the WOUNDED BUFFALO
Wear Yellow Skipper

Beware of Yellow Skippers
They may be

From corruption funds!

Or have you inherited,..
Birthright?

This is UNIP and

This is its BRIGHT FUTURE
Keep going with UNIP
KEEP GOING

with the WOUNDED BUFFALO!

And share in the spoils
ALLELUIA: AMEN95

# The yellow skippers refer to T-Shirts stamped with

“Keep Going With UNIP" worn by party workers and

supporters and distributed free by the perty

headquarters. A number were to be seen on the

campus,

It was widely felt that once established, active participation
in UNIP on campus would be a channel to high posts in govern-
ment on graduation,

The fourth reason given by meny students was the threst
that once introduced onto the cempus, party politics and the
factionalism which might develop,would Jeopardise their unive
ersity careers. The atmosphere would be such as to make
serious study difficult and the purpose of coming to university

would be defeated.
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Perhaps the attitude of those opposed to the formation
of the branch is best expressed by the symbolic wearing of a
UNIP skipper by members of the executive indicatiné that one
can be a good mcmber of UNIP without supporting the formation
of a student branch, Active participation in UNIP off the
campus 1s not incompatible with opposition to the creation of
a student branch on the campus., Leaders of the 'UNIP move=-
ment' labelled such charascters as 'sheep in goat's skin',
betraying their commitment to the party by awarding precedence

to their commitment to the union,

Student Opinion.

The difference between the two groups may be summarised
as follows, Those who supported the formation of a UNIP:
branch tended to argue that a student's civic role must take
priority over the university role, while those opposed to the
branch argued that commitment to the civic role and to the
party is permissible only insofar as it does not infringe on
the student role, student interests and student solidarity.
In other words the one affirms the student as first a national
and then a student while according to the other view he is
‘first a student and then a national, That the majority of
students support the second stand is brought out in the

opinion poll conducted after the second talk glven by the Vice~

President,

In the interests of national development party
politics must be brought onto campus

31% agreed, 9% were uncertain, 60% disagreed.96

A branch of UNIP should be established on campus
for UNZA students,

19% agreed, 9% were uncertain, 72% diaagreed.97



Students must be represented on the National
Council of UNIP

5% agreed, 18% were uncertain, 37% diaagreed.98

While 19% favoured a branch of UNIP on cempus, 31% felt that
in the national interest perty politics should be brought
onto campus, and 45% agreed to student representation on the
National Council, The results suggest that the students'
desire to involve themselves in national politics 1s directly
related to the likelihood that involvement would disrupt the
‘integrity' of the student role snd threaten the interests of
the student body. |

The Union versus the LY.

Given the desire to enter the nationael political erens,
there are essentially two strategies which could be adopted,
The first is that already outlined of working through the party
- the reformist approach. The second was not considered in
the debate over affiliation to UNIP but would have provided a
logical counter~ideoclogy to those who urged the esteblishment
of a branch, Students could have argued that their contribu-
tion to national politics and national development should come
from outside the party where their role would be independent
of the party and their distance would permit an objective
assessment of the issues, Once absorbed into the party his
influence would be restricted, his autonomy limited, energies
for change would be stifled and the bureaucratic pressures
frustrating, The university ahd its student community could
only be a vehicle for change so long a8 it retained its

autonomy and freedom of action and thought,
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No one brought up the argument of 'working outside the
system' for s number of reasons, First the party would never
tolerate an autonomous politicslly influentisl group of
students who openly criticised the party. Second, the student
body as a whole would be unlikely to be as sympathetic to that
view as towards the one which saw the student interest as
parsmount, Third, most of the students who were intent on
making an impact on the national political arena had backed
the formation of a party branch on campus and there was no
sizable section remaining whiech could argue for independent
student action outside the party. |

The debate therefore followed the classical division
between party and union which so concerned the revoluticnary
theory of Lenin before the Russian Revolution and which was
to permeate the politics of USSR for many decades after the

9 The union pursues its own sectional interests

revolution,
at ihe expense of the national interest and must be nullified
by incorporation into a party where its demands may be res-
training and its behaviour regulated. 1In such circumstances
the union becomes a 'transmission belt' for the dictates of
the central party leadership rather than a pressure group for
the pursuit of the workers' interests, i.e. it is transforumed

100 ohe union will

from an 'input' to an 'output' structure,
often resist attempts to incorporate it into the wider party
structure where sectional interests will be stifled and dié-
solved into the wider collectivity embraced by the party. 7o
the extent that the union repreéents & membership which is
privileged in relation to the interests already represented in
the party, so the union will stand to lose and therefore resist

incorporstion into the party.
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In some cases the union will be successful in resisting

incorporation into the party and retaining its functionsal
autonomy, in others it will be unsuccessful, After e prolonged
struggle the Russian trade unions were subjected, under an

o1

increasingly coercive apparatus, to party control.l Where~

as the German National Soclalists were gble to smash the trade

102 UNIP attemptis

union organisations in a much shorter time,
to gein control of the mineworkers' trade union have failed
because of the organisational strength and bergaining power of
the mineworkere as the producers of 95% of the country's ex-
port earninge.103 The students, as has been suggeetéd, have
been equally determined to meintain their independence of the
party and they too have been successful, so far, but for

reegsons that differ radicelly from the mineworkers.

Euégggt from Outside for the Formetion of a UNIP Branch op

Undsunted by opposition from the union executive, which
itself included two and possibly three advocetes for a party
branch, and by the revelations of the opinion poll, the lesders
of the UNIP movement continued their attempts to establish s
branch, Nearly two hundred students signed up as prospective
members - & figure which corresponded to the predictions of
the opinion poll, 1In the meantime, the executive's public
decision to oppose the formation of political branches on the
campus had been an 1ssue of controversy in the capitsl, The
executive had meetings with different netional leaders snd
party officials 1n Lusske., Some seemed in favour of the forma-

tion of the branch and some against it, The dilemma for the
party was an old cne, outlined in the Times of Zambia,
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50 when UNIP calls upon the students to form a
branch on the campus it must be clear to the
leaders that they will have to contend with the
demands of the students, By letting them organ-
ise party politics a provision has to be made to
allow them to occupy high positions in the party.

Some students have already declared that the
whole party hierarchy needs to be scrutinised,
They feel that unless some of the unsuitsble
people who still cling to various top posts are
dropped, there will be great diversity of
opinion between them and the energetic, revolu=-
tionary and radical youth.,...

The qguestion now is whether the students will
chooge to stay out of party politics or not, On
the other hand the leaders are now aware that by
establishing a UNIP Branch on the campus they
will be calling on the revolutionary, radical
and emotional youth who understands nothing but
change.lou

In chapter two it was suggested that the tendency for the
party to be dominated by poorly educated party supporters, led
to the exclusion of the students from the party hierarchy., In
conversations with those leaders of the UNIP movement on the
campus, one minister, whose background suggested he was sympa=-
thetic to the students, was reported to have said that some
party leaders feared the entry of students into the political
arena, In the eventuality the deputation which went to the
regional secretary with the two hundred signatures was refused
permission to register e university branch of UNIP, Through=
out the controversy, which made & prominent appeerance in the
newspapers, no junior or senior minister, let alone the
President, made any comment on the growing enthusiasm for &
university branch of UNIP., At & meeting between the student
executive and s number of other leading students et State
House, towards the end of November, the President refused to
comment on the issue of affiliastion claiming that 'he and his

colleagues were working on the matter'., Clearly this wes as



234,

delicate a matter within the party as it was amongst the
students, These events wepre taking place in the month pre-
ceding the end of the academic year and the campaign for a
UNIP branch on campus fizzled out not to be continued the
following year.

The student body as a whole had been agalnat the forua-
tion of a branch and even had a branch been formed it would
seem that deliberate attempts would have been made to undepe
mine its effectiveness, Its activities could easily have
been sabotaged by the majority of students unless it had a
greal deal of support from outside, which is is unlikely to
have secured. The difference between the miners and the
students lay in the threat that the former posed 80 long as
they were organised outside the influence of the party, in
contrast to the threat the latter might pose from within the

party organisation,

Whereas kinship ties bond students to the wider socliety,
they do not have any impact on student behaviour on the cam=
pus., Sectionsl loyalties, mainly to linguistic groups, while
normally not so import as links to the wider society have s
significant impact on student behaviour within the university,

In terms of province of origin students represent the‘
total‘population of Zambia falirly well, as shown in Table 16,

One of the problems which will be encountered in assesge
ing the significance of sectional loyalties is the slmost one
to one correspondence between linguistic groups and affilige

tion to political party, It thus becames difficult to isolate
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the two variables, sectional loyalty and party affiliation,

as distinct determinants of student behaviour, Thus stude-
ents from Western and Southern Provinces are associated in

the minds of the other students as being supporters of the
African National Congress even though this may not be true

of all of them. In the same way students of Northern, Luapula,
Copperbelt and Eastern Provinces are linked with UNIP, though

agein not every such student msy support UNIP.

TABLE 16 - DISTRIBUTION OF ZAMBIAN STUDENTS BY

PROVINCElos
Province Students Born Students Resident Populstion

in Province in Province Resident in

Province

Eastern , 20,8 16,5 12.6
Northern 14,0 10.3 13,4
Central 12,5 27.4 17.6
Luapula 5.0 6.5 8.3
Western 10.3 6.9 1c,.1
North Western 0.9 1.2 5.7
Southern 17.1 13,7 12,2
Copperbelt 15.6 15.9 20,1

TABLE 17 - DISTRIBUTION OF ZAMBIAN STUDENTS BY
TOAN OR VILLAGElOG

% % %
Town 3tudents Born Students Resident  Populastion
in Town/Village in Town/Village Resident in
' Town/Village
Lusaka, Ndola,
Kitwe, Living~ 10,6 28,0 15,0
stone,
Mining Town 8.8 / 8.5 10,2
Other Town and 80.6 63.5 4.8

Village
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informal Socisble Groupings.

Linguistic affilietions play their most influential and
obvious role in the formation of friendship groups. At meal
times in the dining room, students will gather together in
linguistic groups: only & small minority will converse in
Engiish. Since students are not generslly fluent in more
than one major Zambian vernacular, they tend therefore to
group according to their mother tongues, The four msjor lang-
uage groups are Cibemba spoken by the majority of those who
come from Northern, Luapula and Copperbelt Provinces, NyanjJa
spoken by those from Central and Esstern Provinces, iozi
spoken by those from Western Province and the lla-Tonge speak=
ing group from Southern Province, Within each major linguis-
tic group thefe are small groups based agsin on common iang-
uage such as the Tumbuka speakers from Eastern Province,
Students from North Western Province form another category
which does not eaaily fall into a major language group,

Students in their first yesar are more likely to gravitate
to narrow languasge groups particularly whén they first arrive,
pertly becsuse they are not confident when conversing in
English, Thus the older student and the 'mature student’',
who has been engaged in Jjobs, such as teaching, which require
a certaln fecility in English, is more likely to mix in hetero-
geneous groups, As the student progresses through the univers-
ity, one might anticipate the emergence of inter-linguistic
friendship groupings whose lingua france is English, but, in
practice, very few of these are to be found. There are, rather
a few individuals who have no fixed clique to which they belong

but who float from group to group conversing now in vernacular
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and now in mnglish, Within the langusge category there is
still considersble room for choice of friends on the basis of
common interests, subject of study, year of study etec,

Earller reference was made to the criticism levelled at
the girls for moving in 'tribal groups' and the fact that this
pattern persists both amongst the men and the women, While
such groupings are based on common interest, common languege,
common background etc,, relations between sexes i1s based on
physical attraction which does not normally recognise racial,
linguistic or tribal boundaries, It is here that tension must
inevitably erise between recruitment of friends based on
language and recruitment based on physical appearance or other
‘universal' characteristics.

seeeOne fresher who refused to disclose his name
said, "When 1 came here the first thing that
struck me mogt apart from the impressive bulldings
was the marked tribal divisions. I could not get
e girl who came from Southern or “Western Provinces,
The girl might be willing but 2ll the time there
is this tribal bouncer lurking around, ....,This
fresher's mother-tongue-interfered accent told me
he was a Northerner.lo7

Here is a blatant accusetion ageinst the exclusiveness of two
sections of the sludent community for 'keeping their own girls
to themselves'. The reply from the Southerners and Westerners
may come as follows in half mocking tones,

We in Southern and #estern Provinces are conserva=
tives, This is true of any farming or property
owmning community. We are not like Northerners or
Essterners, These people have nothing to lose so
they are careless with their lives, We can't
allow our girls to mix anyhow or else our property
would be disinherited. We have strong chiefly
ties which bind us to our community, We allow our
men to mix as they wish, because this won't affect
our inherited land and property. Apert from that,
people from the North are so arrogant and they al-
ways assume they are leaders wherever they go, We
can't allow domination if that is what you mean by
social mixing.lo8
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The Joking Relationship.

The appearance of the above in the columns of UZ reflects
the joking relations existing between the different ‘'tribes’
or 'linguistic groups' within the student community., Joking
relationships may govern interactiors between members of
groups that were either in the past or are at present outside
the university in some form of tension, Thus football matches
are regularly arranged between different provinces,

This coming Sunday will see the football match of

the year, when students from the Western Province

meet Easterners, The match will be played on the

campus grounds at 4 p.m....The Lozis and the :

Ngonis will c¢lash in the Kuomboka Cup Finalj..

Commenting on the match Mr., M,...[Easterner] said
that the Chipata side will clobber the Lozis.log

The reelisation of the soclological significance of. the
joking relationship has been attributed to anthropologists,
and it is in anthropological material that it has made its
most frequent appearancc.llo

The Jjoking relaetionship is & peculiar combination

of friendliness snd antagonism, The behaviour is

such that in eny other social context it would

express and srouse hostility; but it is not meant
seriously and muat not be taken seriously. There
i3 a pretence of hostility and real friendliness.

To put it another way, the relationship is one of
permitted diareapect.ll1

The Joking relationship represents a dual role relationship
in which one role relationship expresses solidarity while the
other expresses confliict, The Joking relationship reflects
the recognition of the conflict inherent in one of the roles,
while st the same time expressing an understood agreement
between the actors that the 'solidarity role' should be given
prior importance over the 'conflict role', The common under—

stending over the relative importance of the two roles arises
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partly out of the context in which the interaction takes place
and partly out of the institutionalised role expectations of
one actor for sasnother, Thus in the case of the football match,
though the Ngonis and Lozis are 'traditionsl' enemies in the
netional political arene the one lending support to UNIP and
the other to ANC, nonetheless these differences are dissolved
on the campus where the student role is paramount, The joking
relationship enjoine two groups of actors who are enemies in
one context, but allies in another, In this way the Joking
relationship promotes cohesion in the community by dissolving
'irrelevant' differences. |

However, when for some reason the 'conflict role' assumes
greater importance, the joking relationship is & disruptive
rether then a cohesive social mechanism exacerbsating rather
than reconciling hostilities, In such circumstances the joking
relationship will be used only mistakenly., When the United
Progressive Party was formed in August 1971 it was associated
with the Bembe spesking people who had broken away from UNIP
because, it was saild, thelr leaders haed been squeezed out of
cabinet office, Political animosities broke out between the
Easterners and the Bemba speakers at the naticnel level, On
the campus it was cleer that the UPP had some support from
the Bemba students and the Eastern Province students, affected
by the national political scene, regerded the Bembas with some
hostility. 1t now became difficult to use the Joking relation-
ship between the two groups to assuage the conflict which wes
apperent at the netional level; Thus, for example, the Ngonis
from Eastern Province though they played the Lozis at football
never played the Bembas,

In other words alliences and cocalitions between linguistic
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groups et the national level affect relations between students
on the campus,

eeesthe patterns of 'tribal-allisnces' on the

campus clearly reflects those at the National

level, 1t 1s observed that the Bemba=speaking

students are at perpetual rivalry with those

of Tonga=-Lozi, The Nyanga-Luvale speaking

students and the rest act as self appointed
mediators in the battle of Gianta.112

There are a number of possible reasons why relations between
iinguistic groups at the national level should be reflected

in similar relstions in the studeht community, First, the
existence of informel groupings along linguistic lines and

the exclusiveness of some of these groups engenders a sectional
conaciousness, a sectional loyalty, and an identification with
the fortunes and interests of the sectional groups at the
national level, This same sectional consciousness and léyalty
then translates itself back from the national level to the
student community. The same sectional loyalty and consciocus=
ness promotes an interest in the affairs of the group outside
the university out of self interest as & member of that group,
Thus the fact that his kinsmen and many of his friends all
come from his home province means that the construction of a
car factory or a road in that area is of major concern to him,
Then it is possible that politiclans from his own sectional
group will influence the student to support the interests of
hie perticular ‘'section' in the context of the struggle for
power and wealth at the national level., Thirdly identification
with one's linguistic or tribal group would be promoted by the
poesiblility of patronage from those of the same section who
are well placed in government, industry etc, For different

students each factor will be more important according to the
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context, the particuler sectional group and the contact he
might have with those in influential positions who can offer
patronage. In the following sections two cases of sectional
cleavage will be examined., In the first influence from out-
side appears to be relatively insignificant in generating the
split, whereas in the second the influence appears to be

direct.
onflict between NU a U .

The National Union of Zembia Students (NUZS) held its
first national congress in 1964 two years before thevuniversity
opened., It then represented all the existing institutions of
higher education together with secondary school students, 1In
the early years of Independence, therefore, RUZS was the only
organisation which represented the interests of the students
in the country, Jhen the university opened its doors, the
University of Zambia Students Union (UNZASU) wes established,
though in its early years 1t was less preatigious to be a
member of its executive committee than NUZS, Gradually, as
the university expsnded, membership of the UNZASU executive
grew in importence and prestige amongst university students,
In the more recent yesrs students who have failed in the cone
test for position on the UNZASU Executive have found positions
on the NUZS Executive, which continues to be dominated113 by
students from the University of Zambia, UNZASU's pre-eminence
in the political arena during 1970 and 1971 has eclipsed NUZS
a8 the leading national organiéation though the former is
still a member of the latter. Indeed UNZASU provided until
1971 the major source of funds for the operations of NUZS.

The other institutions of higher education affiliasted to NUZS
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contributed when their financial circumstences permitted,
which tended to make their support somewhat erratic,

The mother body NUZ8, as with other trade union mother
bodies, seemed to provide nothing substantial in return for
the 30 ngwee aubseriptioné per member of UNZASU. There were
yearly national congresses at which an impressive list of
resolutions were passed but little headway was ever made in
implementing them. In the early years the NUZS Executive
might teke it upon itself to speak out on behalf of the stud-
ents of Zembia on both naetional end internationel issues and
also attend conferences abroad, Other branches of Nﬁzs might
profit by the contact that was established with the executive
through the occ¢asional visits made by the latter to the oute
lying areas, 'Union officisls would assist branch executives
in fighting ceses on behalf of certsin of its members who
might be threatened with expulsion. NUZS had been fighting
for sometime for the re-affiliation of secondary school stud=
ents, but the Minister of Education was adamant in resisting
the intrusion of RUZS into secondary schools, The President
of NUZS himself had appeared on television and had made one
of his themes a more tolerant approach to pregnant female
students., 1In generesl, however, NUZS offered very little to
UNZASU in return for its contribution of several hundred kwacha
and it is not surprising that, when in 1971 NUZS demanded the
payment of K1,00 per member, over three times the originai sunm,
UNZASU decided to suspend its contribution (anlt.ogethex'.l]'l+
There followed an acrimonicus exchange of circulars between
the Bemba-speaking President of UNZASU, GCosmos Chola, and the
Lozi-speaking President of NUZS, Mundia Matakala., The first
circular announcing the withdrawal of UNZASU spoke of the



failure of NUZS to fulfil any meaningful role.

To all intents and purposes, the University of
Zembia Students Union unequivocally questions the
existence of the National Union of Zsmbian Stud-
ents. We view it es a sheme at a [time] when
members of the wider community are directing all
thelir energies in constructing and reconstructing
the Nation, for NUZS to be undergoing "retro-
greesive metamorphosis".

Are students not supposed to be the most en~
lightened among the youth end as such are
naturally the most vocal and most demonstrative?
We wish to remind those that are leaders in NUZS
that student status is a temporary state. If its
opportunities are missed it becomes difficult to
make up in later life, Students usually find
themselves in a stronger position to take a de-
tached and objective view of things,

In the light of all these therefore, the execu--
tive finds it fit to halt our subscriptions till
such time that this National Student Movement
shall rise up to the challenge of this Nation in
the spirit of youthful conscience that is sensi-
tive., In future, we resolve that we shall always
analyse issues and situations, study verious
viewpointe and then define cur stand and role
thereafter on our own.115

The reply from Matakala was couched in various idioms, He
spoke of what NUZS stood for,

This union is inspired by a tredition of victory;
victory against oppression, suppression and re-
pression; victory egaeinst propensities to dic-
tatorship in the political system., The primary
objective is to defend the free conscience of all
of us, 80 that we may live [es] free men and
women dedicated to the Solemn objectives of this
nation.116

Matakales then proceeds to assassinate the charecter and legiti-
macy of Chola as President of UNZASU,

It ie unfortunate that from such a ‘big' man we
should have so little sense,..If he thinks he can
dictete the withdrawal of over one thousasnd six
hundred students from NUZS it is obvious he will
go to the limbo of all nailve autocrats. He says
NUZS hes not been vocal, yet he himself has been
vocal only in delivering such 'femous' speeches
as "Your Excellency, we are eating on their
behalf" et State House banquets in an atmosphere
of champagne and wine.,..The reason why Chola
wants to quit NUZS is because he was humilisted



after an electoral defeat at the Seventh Annual
Congrees of the Union last year.ll?

Finally Matakala introduces Chola's supposed affiliation to
UNIP and the bellef held amongst some that he wished to see a
UNIP branch established on campus. |
He wants to gquit because in November last year
he failed to drag students into his political

party, end therefore failled to lmpress his pol=~
itical overlords.lla

Chola, from a position of strength, was able to counter by ig-
noring the personal attacks and persisting with the rationale
of leaving NUZS because it failed tc make eny use of UNZASU
contributions except to finance"receptions and dancés ﬁuring
the NUZS Congresa'.u9 NUZS has no defined policy on national
projects as regards health, road services and general living
standards in tbwns and villages, As & national union NUiS hes
failed to comment ‘'on the sctivities of some officilsls, governe-
ment or otherwise, who may be retarding national progreas',lzo
and falled to take ﬁhe necessary action arising out of resolu-
tions made at the various national congresses., On the inter-
national front NUZS is virtually unknown, and NUZS has made no
attempt to establish student exchange programs with other
countries etc, Chola made no reference to the politiecal party
with which Matakala had come to be associated, but spoke as
President of UNZASU in the student interest, He desisted from
any character assassination of Matakala. The latter replied
further in a defensive veln arguing that the UNZASU Consatitution
stipulated that UNZASU be affilisted to NUZS, that Chole is
menipulating 'the student movement to the ends of his political
party', 21 that NUZS is not responsible for road building,

hospitals snd night schools or for the low standards of living,
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illiteracy, disease etc, and that any weaknesses in NUZS are
as much the fault of UNZASU as they are of NUZS. Clearly
Chola and the UNZASU Executive were the stronger party in the
confrontation since they decide what to do with the union funds
NUZS 1s in effect powerless to resist UNZASU's suspension of
contributions, |

While Chola spoke in the vein of a unionist concerned to
promote the interests of its membership, Matekala accuses him
of being a traitor to those very same interests in his affiliae-
tiones with politiciens off the campus. It was precisely this
idiom which hed set the scene for an earlier battle Just prior
to the movement for the creation of a UNIP branch on campus,
At that time (October-November 1970) Chola was Vice~President
of UNZASU and Matakela President of NUZS., Matakala had been
interviewed on television about student representation on the
National Council of UNIP, and in his capacity as President of
NUZS had said that although students may attend the National
Convention they cannot do 80 as representatives of student
bodies; they must go as independent persons. The statement had
aroused considerable hostility amongst a number of politicians
and the Lusake District Governor rushed around to Matakala's
room on campus demanding the retraction of the statement,
Matakala refused and the District Governor rushed to the other
campus to seek out the UNZASU President, Marshall Bushe, who
sald that since his union was affiliated to NUZS he could not
make any comment without first consulting his own executive,
On Monday 2nd November, Chola - the Vice-President of UNZASU -

was reported in the press as f‘ollowsl22
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In & strongly worded statement, vice-president
of the University of Zemblia Students Union, MNr.
Cosmos Chola, said: 'It is our firm conviction
that students must be represented at the forth-
coming historic UNIP national convention.'esse.

The students of the university would like to
remind the government and party through their
union that attention should not be paid to
statements made by "students who are in the
pockets of small politicsl parties,” he said,
Mr, Chola added that the statement issued by
Mr. Matakala did not have the blessing of the
entire NUZS Executive,

"Therefore the statement was dictated to him by
outside elements who are working day and night
to destroy our Zambia," concluded Mr, Ghola.123

Chola therefore guite openly defined the confrontation with
Matakala in terms of party affiliations, suggesting that
Matekala had, independently of the rest of the NUZS executive,
decided to send no representatives to the UNIP National Con-
vention becausg he was linked to the African Nationasl Congress,
A circular distributed the following day defined the confron-

tation in similsr terms,

Comrade Chola's article alleges that Mr,
Matakala does not want students to be repres-
ented in UNIP's National (Convention) Council
es o Mr, Matekala has never at any time suggested
anything of this nature, What he said, and
what he will say should the need arise, was
that NUZS could not Join as a bloc., I do not
have to remind Nanga¥ that NUZS is non-partisan.
It embraces all Zambian students be they UNIP,
ANC, ZANDU, One Party State and Security Coun-
cil, and even the mysterious National Revolu=
tionary Council., I cannot think of a worse
situation that would arise than if NUZS were to
Jjoin the National Councils of all these parties,
Neither can 1 think of any ressonsble course
other than that taken by Comrade Matakala,
Students can participate in the activities of
any party, so long as they do not do so in the
name of any student organisation which is non-
partisan. 1 cannot over-emphasize that not
every student is a member of UNIP,...

¥r, Matekala is further accused of being an
agent of smsll political parties, I wonder is
it not possible that it is he, Mr, Chola, who

is in the pocket of some big political party?lzu

# Chief Nangs was the ruthless government minister in Achebe's

!an O; g}g 2222 Ce
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At an ideological level the confliet may be reduced to whether
the student union should express sollidsrity with the incumbent
government &nd ruling party or whether it should remsin faithe
ful to the diverse interests of its membership. According to
their own specific interests, different groups would support
either view, It so happened that the President of NUZS was
aésociated with ANC and he therefore argued for the independ-
ence of the student movement, while on the other hand there
were no supporters of ANC in the UNZASU executive and they
felt it correct to express solidarity with the government,
Each leader strove to use the organisation to which he was
attached as & means of mobilising opinion in his favour,
claiming his union as carrying greater authority. The prin=-
ciples he enunciated in support of his stance were purer'than
those of the opponent who 'was in the hands of some party'.

However, the actual source of support inevitably came
from those whose interests were congruent with the particular
view. Thus those from the Southern and Western Provinces who
supportéed ANC rallied behind Matakala whereas those who sup=
ported UNIP rallied behind Chola, That the leading protagon-
ists came from two different organisations was of only minor
significance. Given this background, the clash between NUZS
and UNZASU over the contribution of funds to NUZS eannot be
seen simply in the light of an institutionsl conflict between
the affiliated member snd the mother body, but must also be
seen as & reflection of a rivalry between political or sectione
al groups., Certainly membership of a particular linguistic
group or political party provided a sound basis for the recrujite
ment of support,

Though support may be mobilised through affiliation to a
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sectional, in this cese linguistic group, neithef party is
prepared to openly esccuse the other of ‘tribalism', There

are a number of reasons why students may refrain from such
accusations, Unless the accuser can produce uncontravertible
evidence to the effect that his rival is recrulting from sece
tional rather than political support, he is vulnerable to
counter-accusations of deliberately creating divisions within
the student community, By defining the debate in terms of
sectional loyalties, the protagonists necessarily involve many
more students who would otherwise have remained outside the
debate. Thus, for example, if Chola had identified Matakals

as a 'tribalist', he would have galvanised all tliose Lozis,
including those who did not support ANC or even Matakala, into
a group united in opposition to himself while at the same time
incurring the resentment of many UNIP supporters, who were not
from his own sectional group., The third factor of significance
is the student attitude towards those who mske 'tribal accusa=-
tions'. 'Tribalism’ has associations of backwardness in the
minds of many students end he who mekes 'tribal accusations'

is likely to have & very low credibility and to incur the wrath
of many students who resent such ‘'African' factors entering the
debate, In defining & confliect in terms of sectional loyal=~
ties a student is likely to automatically lose support.

The source of the rivalry between NUZS and UNZASU, personie-
fied by Matakala and Chola respectively, was largely intrinsic
to the university revolving around relationship between the
effiliated member union and the mother body and the propriety
of union support to a party organisation, It was at the same
time cast in the idiom of roles derived from the social struce-

ture of the wider society, and it was through these roles that



