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PREfCCLONIﬁL TRADE IN ZAMBIA,
by

o

ANDREY D, ROBZRTS

This essay is intended to give some idea of thé.long history of trade

and industry in Zambia before it carie under British rule in the

1&9@L§1§Various useful studies have already been made in this field.

Gluckman's first papef on the Lozi exa mﬂned the trade organized
'afound their flood plain. Gann's first paper placed the end of the

slave trade in Zambia in t"e context of localleconomlc as well ao‘/

pOllthal sfructures. eracle has drawn attention to the v1tallty
i of pre- colon1a1 trade among the plateau Longa, Senga and Nsenga.
{?Van51nafhas outllned the complex patterns of Central Africén trade’
routes, and some of these patterns have recently been investigated :
~by other historians in considerable detail,< Furthe;more,fﬁhe

archaeologists who have excavated Iron Age sites in Zambia have

T

been very much alert to the possibilities of reconstructing ‘the

?“economlc history of periods beyond the reach of oral traditions and

over. the past ten years or so to our Pnowledge of Zambia during the

s
past two millernia whﬂch promdts the- brescnt attempt at a general

i

s s aps———— e

( survey of Sambia's economic hlstory since the early Iron Age,

!

This survey is necessarlly uneven and impressionistic. It e

”Vbased mainly on archaeolog 1cal evidence for southern Yambia, ﬁ@ to:

i about A.D, 1500, and on literary records for various parts of the
~ country since the mid-eighteenth century. I Lhave goue into some
detail. The Stor" of Lozi and Kololo 1nvolV~m\nt in coastal trade

scens worth retelling as previous accounts are rather sketchy;

of traders from Last and South Africa. My aim is, rather, to show
how far we may discern a growth and exa nsion of trade within what
~is now Zambia over the nast two mllLennla, and to indicate the

_possibilities for further research. Much may “still be gleéﬁed from

literary Sources;“:And though Zawmbia's pre-cblonial political history

is now being written from oral sources as well, these have too

seldom been exploited for the purpose of writing economic histo?Y-

To some extent, indeed it is slready too late to do this, sincg the

patterns of pre~colonial-trade ;ﬁd industry Lizve bo sn %lmo%* .

i

cormmlntely dﬁﬁru}u,d by modern’ econowmic chang:s. »nd f:avw PLOP]

(';L’ IO .

documents, Indeed it 'is the great contribution made by archaeologists

y but I 2m not much concerned with the relatively well known activities

S,

NPz
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But this makes it all the more neccssary to seek out such people
without delay, so that their knowledge can improve our understanding
of African cconomic history.” Besides, the very proccss of disruption,
of transition to a cash economy and universal access to mass-?roduced
imports, urgently nceds study. Disruption, indeecd, may be too sweep-
ing a word. Somec vears apo Yhite roted the relotive ease with which
the Luvale had adjustéd to the cash zconomy of the colonial period,

and he argued that this was due to their comnaratively prospérous
local economy #nd =xpericnce of long-distance trade. b The political
continuities from pre-colcnial to colonial Africa have in recent

7.ars received considerable attention, but tihcere, iz need for a similar
focus on economic continuities, and for such work oral information

; [
should prove of great value.”

One very, general point is perhaps worth making at the outset,

'Trade', in this essay, refers to the wpolé ficld of economic
exchanges transacted in pre-colonial Zambia.. Some h1 torlans of
Lfrica, and even some anthropologists, aavc tended to 1maly Lhﬂt N
A. 'trade' begen only with the export of gold, ivory or o%ﬂycs. Thlst

of course, 1s nonsense. Such exports were only the most gl%moaous

e

and-horrific results of & 1onb process of economic interaction

et

ot between Afrlcaa ‘societies, Aas.well as between Afrlca ané the out51d

i
by
oo

world. ,For most people in Zambia, as elsewvhere, the important items
~of trade were local products of everyday necessity-iron (for tools and:
weapons), salt, grain, dried fish, cloth, pottery, Woodwork, tobaccde—"

or personal adornment (cosmetics; iron and copper wire for bangles

1 s bracelcts) It is becoming inpreasingly, if belatedly, clear

. " that 1nolgenows trade of this kind underpirned the exchange of

African products—whetnor 1vory, slaves, gold, nalm 0il or beeswax- for

o
W overseas xanuLactdres O“"i"he patterns of locel trade and 1nduotrV'@

o ——

1

shaped and sustaincé the trade routes vetwveen thg 1nterlor and -the

coast. Conversely, the develophment of coasteal trade stimulated the °
. B . a . .
nroduction of goods for consumption within Africapsocieties as welll™

- . Ly
§ as goods that were in demand overseas.(

e It iz true that in pre#colonial Laleb, as in other parts of

Efrica, trading practices were o6ften veory dififeremt from those of

mocern commerce, Theré wAaS no.money. .Some goods, such as wire,

beads and coppor crosses, were used as currency, cince they were

in general demand and could thus be exchanged easily for the goods

which a buyer really wanted, Eﬂut all trade took the form of barter-
<

any re"ulur marcc S, thouyh pecn]e ﬁ}&Ft gother for & 'time with

~ . the dﬁrect excha nge of one vomvoé ty for anothcr. Nor were there
+
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‘upheaval; rather, it “was a stage~-albeit a veory important one-in the = K

e .
- "“1’*‘—-‘-&-0»0» ey S

imere,

f;n souCﬁ—WCSLuln sombia we can troce back

‘?ulfUrally.resembled he B&s&&eﬁ wlo survive todar in the Kalahari

goods for sale at places where o particular item, such as iron or
salt

were rare: most pecople who produCﬁd, sold and transported goods g

y was manufactured, Full-time, professional oraftsmen and tra aders -
fal R

vere-also cubolstbnc~ cult 1vator" who spent part of the year in their-
qwa Tields, In fact, much éxchange of goods was not, strictly;m 3
»peuhluv, trode at all,'Siggg it wes orgenized by political & 2 -
authorities rdfher_thin by people with purely economic motiveaa‘f“' (E)
In the abscnce of mirkets, it uss often chiefs who played the

leading port in collecting and distributing-%%e goods produced and
wanted by their subjects., Pcople would p;y tribute to their chiefs

i .

ih loc“ prodacts, and from this vealth chiefs would feed their

weoplc 1n times of var or faming, and supply them uith tools and

Yeapons., The important thing to note is that everywhere goods were -7 /
?i‘oduced and exchanged in one %B or cnother, And in the course

bf time local nctworks of trade and exchange expanded on the baﬁls
y building up "7

. new. sk;Lllu and new tr“dan ContdCLS. v

ﬁhe wealth and power of certain e ders, enmbled tbem to supply the o

Qoods demanded by pooﬁles 11v1np ot grcmt dlSt"nCGS, and @ventuvally :

&hese 1ncluded not only other ﬁfrlcuus but lso Arabs and Juropeans.\gﬁ Ef?
PR W
pod

%eng process by which Zambian peoples increased their ability to *

‘%xploit”their environment ond cﬁﬁpandcd their contacts 2nd horizons”

I ; . .
to connect up with the outside world,

South-western Zaghia

nistcry of industry

1’

1nd trudb to the beginnings of the Iron fLige in this part of Africa,
: . » .

til around the time of Christ the izhabitonts of central and - SR S

ﬁfouthern Africa werc 311 humters and gatherers, who physically and

atn

mesert Such huntfrs would alwoys have lived in sm2ll bands, L e

contlnu.1ly on the move in search of gome., #Bu during the.fi?ét few

Fcenturies A.D. Aﬂmbie wes oettlud by neople who knew how to growg ’149

cropo apd how to mcke ironj; they were at lecst vartly Negro in . 7

>r rSi cgl type and con be assumed to have spoken Bantu 1angu&ges- P
‘I ~southern Zambin, spe01ﬁllv on the Eatoka plateau, such people

l.found good f“rmlnL country. mheJ occuvied several sites,, Onaaﬂd Ofi

for p eriods of two centuriecs or more, and as their debris . plled UP

‘.

it formed 2. Pecord of thoir mﬁteriml crlture which archaeolongtS,*

\bove now begun to reveal, rbon 14 anulyanu of bone and charcpal

it possible to give very rough dates for-sone of these rer




it formed o secord of thoir mﬂterlhl cvlture which archaeologlstﬁ_*
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@6ods for sale at places where & particular item, such as iron or

Salu, was manufactured. Full-time, wrofessional ceraftsmen and traders -
were rare: most pecople who producad, sold and transported goods g
Wwere-also subsistence cult 1vatorh who spent part of the year in their-*

own Tields. In fact, much éxchange of goods was not, strictly g ¥

}ﬁpeahlnv, trade at all, $since it wes orgenized by political

duthorltl rdfher.thin by people with purely economic motiveaa"
In the absence of markets, it v s often chiefs who played tha
leading part in collecting and distributing-%se goods produced zand
wanted bv their subjects, Pcople would pAy tribute to their chiefs .
11 loca Urodtctu, and from this vealth chiefs would feed their

weonlc 1n ~times of var or famine, and supply -then vith tools dnd

-

{ apons, The important thing to note is theot ev »rywhere .goods were

s
roduc d and exchs nged in one %B or Lnothur. And in the course

‘wf time local networks of trade and exchange exp rded on the bag

@i new.skills and new trading contacts, Loou _trade, by building up

ﬁhe wWealth and power of certain Le”ders, enubled them-to Sﬁpply the

:WOOdS demanded by poopleq 11v1ng ot great dlstﬁnces, and @ventually

these included not only other Africans but Llso Arabs and Luropeans,{’

‘upheaval; rather, it was a stage-albeit a vory important one-in the ="

&@nF Droceso by which Zambian ernles increased their blllty to -

Sexplolt their environment ond bx@p%ndrd their contacts and horizons ”

to codnect up with the outside world,

South-western Zamhia

“ ¢ -

n South-western Zombia we can trace baclk histcry of industry

Hafd trade to the %ngﬁﬁln ;8 of the Iron fige in this part of Africa.

« U it : i
til around the time of Christ the inhabitonts of central and

rfouthern Africa werc all Hunters and gatherers, who physically and

grulturally resenbled the Bushmeﬁ wlo survive tod“v in the Kalahari
: ’ . ® e
A . . . 4
éesert. Such hUhuvrS would alu~ys hoave lived in smell bands, S e
¢ e e A v s i - -

continually on the move in Senroh of gome. i%ut during the}fifét few
&éﬁt‘rius A,D, Zamb{a WS oett]cé by people who knew how to grov, %éh
cropo and how to moke iron; they were at lecst nartly Negro in Q?;
hy51cgl type and con be assumed to have spoken Bantu lapgu&geS-
-southern Zambia, especially on the Batoka pléteaﬁ, such people
lfound goed farming country.' They occupied several 51tes,‘on»and Ofi

'i

'Qr periods of two centuries or more, and as their debris . plled ub

hove now begun to reveal, C:rbon—1# analysis of bone and charceal

-5 made it possible to give very rough dates for-scne of these refaing

N R o
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As @ result, wo know o good deal about weople who lived in scuthern
zambia betwsen about A.D. 200 znd £,D, 1400,0 S ,
(a) The earlier Iron -ige ‘
‘
Iron., TIn pre-colonial doys, iron was nroduced in Zerbia, as elsewhere

in Africa, by smelting iron ore in ciay—lined furnaces, he:ted by
burning charcoal, = furnoce woo ventilated by cloy drought-pip es
(tuye'res) which projected from its bose, The shote ond size of the
furnaces built in southerrn Zanbia made 1t nocessary to prmp adr into
their draught-pipes with bellows,”

r ’
%, Our cvidence for iror-working scuthern Zamt hia comes mainly

from two are~s in which iron ore of zood qualicy was fairiy abundant:
the country north-west of Li- 1ng*uonc, arcunc the Mochil?® rivef5'

and the Luscla ares, At Nechili itsclf, near. the confluence of the _
Machili and Zambezi rivers, a »iece of férricrete (iron-bearing rock)’a
12s been dated to around tho first or second conturies A.D.Y There is
no rock of this kind in the immediate neighbourkrod, so it is 1
reasonable to supposc thzt such ferricrete was brought from somewhere’

a4

else for the purpose’of smelting. At Duubwa just outside L1v1ngstone,

tuyf‘zc frogments and a great deal of 1ron slag have been foundj; the
10

latter has bhecn dated to about the seventu or eighth century A.D.
Ferricrete near Livingstone could have supplied ore for the furnaces -
which have been excaveted in the area: onz of these has been dateg to ™

the sixteenth or seventeenth century,1’ In the nineteenth century,

as T indicate below, there were scevernl iron workings in the country

tachili, 12

[

north and north-~west of Dambwa =nd

Recent excavotions irn the Lusaka area.have revealed much
cvidence of early iron-working, Hany remains of furnaces, and mugch
“slag, have been found at Kopwirimbwe, nerr the Hatural Resources

Development College on the Great st Roond., These have been dated
to about tlic fifthlgggtury L.D. The excaovotoer, David hillipson,

considers thot swelting activity at Kapwirimbwe appears to have been
unusually intensive', and he notes thot there is o rich deposit of

iron ore a few miles eost of Kﬂpwirimbwe.13 In the nearby suburbd

of Olympie Park another enrly site of iven smeliing wos discovered
ncor Twickenham Road, vhen work began on building Farlinment., This

site hos been dated to some time around L,D, 1000,14: Tn the
nlnut‘enth conturv the Soli people, who live iﬁ the Lusoka areé; were
well,ﬁqown for their skill as diron smelters ~nd smitﬁs, and.tﬁefe
are many'iron smelting furn~ces alcn: the upper Chongwe river,

N

north-east of Lusaka. !

\n

1 N . R ‘\ j’ 3
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4 In other parts of southern Zambia iren may well have been

rather scarcc. There ore scattered outcreps of iron ore, as on the

o
but working them noy often hnve been teoo laboriocus

Kalomo river,
. B _\/., . - . .
to be profitnble, ~We hove & clue to this scarcity from Isanu Pati,

o site nerr the modern town of Knlomo, which wis occunied between

about A.D. 700 and 1200. ILemnins of furnsces hove been feound here,

X v - , . £
+nd also ircn hoes ond othor tocls,but the lotter fre very much worng

e

supgesting thnt they vere hord te f@P13°”'16 Livingetone noted in

1555 thrt wooden koes vWerc much used clong the lower Kafue, 17 ana

o

in 1886 Iolub observed thot the rectongular 4

hoe used bv the Toka 'is 2

and exdensive
“trading object in the area within the large bend of the Zambegi'

Even.on the bosis of our present limited evidence, ve can percelJe

t

ghrt irom production ves coaccntr“tad in certoin areas, and the

from early times ircn mroﬂvcts were ﬂrob bly traded to less fa oured o

as. Lreal 1:‘*&2/ /
6 e |

Salt. Salt was another basic cowmedity which wag often scarce in .
pre-cclonial days. It wis produced from outcrops of salt-bearing
parth or grass., First, the etrth or burnt grass wos diluted in wavers

zn the solution W2s filtered, leavins brine., This in turn was

Pvaboroted by boiling, leavinz o residue of wore or less pure salt,
But there were few places in whids the e- ¥ or zross wos rich enough
in uClt to yield enough for more thon tlhe needs of nearby villages,

—<guch place is Basanga, ot the west end of the Kafue Flats, .

lere salt is still made today from earth scooped up near the edge of
Qhe filats; it ic pos=sible to see the resulting pits —nd earth dumps

i 1B )

ghen the floodwaters recede frow thacs plain, It is nct clear how old

riz industry is, but there arc mounds near Basangh vhich uvere occupied

y herdsnen and cultivotors at different periocds between nbout ALD.
) iz extremoly likely that such people
cploited the locnl sclt; indeed, this moy Lowve been one remson why

#he? settled in the orea. /in the last cepatury Ila soldé Basang® -
s Cerle Frem the cract 20 . .
anlt fol ironwcrk frem the wvest. Nearly two hundred miles to

yhe north at Kaimbwe, near Kasempn, there is another rich sa alt

QGPOSlt of good quality.21 4ina far to the erfst, nenr the mouth of

fre Kafue river, Livin pbto e noted in 1360 thet. 'Much salt.is made

the rivulet Lositu (Lusitu) and s0ld in lorge quantities, and
k. 55 ’
4 1 . . . . . -
fery cheap .22 This industry is not menticned in & Fortuguese
ie

report on the region in 1890, but the report doés refer to the

production nnd sile of good salt in wlket secms Lo be the ccuntry .
. . . i TN { . i
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Copper, Copper wis smelted in pre-colonicl days in much the same
Wiy 48 ircn.  Gle no direct evidence from archacclogy of copper
production ia Zambia during tlhe enrlier Ircen Lige. But stirips of
cepper wire and bangles duted fo the sixtl wnd sevaentr ceuturics 4.0,
hove been found 2t Kalomo, at Dambwa, and 2t nearby [umadzulo; :
ther ove also beon fruad in the lover Xovels ¢ th. Ingenboe Ilede
ciic, near the Lucitu river (probobly ninth and tenth centuries 1’1.,‘").).2LF ‘
hs yet, we cm~ only ruess wherc such copper come from, but two :
pre able scurces are the area west of 3Zinoin, irn Rhodesis, ond an -
ﬁv\"*

erct ¢f the Hook of Kofuc. In both Chese Aress much comper was )
produced in the last century.2? In sifcs neor Lus la no copner hus‘ ",
been found ot levels deted to the firet millennium 4A,D,. At Twickenhon ’
Road it first appears ot o level doted to tic éleventh or twelfth ‘ .
century A,D,,; in associction with vottery tw“t respmblcu finds frnm ¥
Copperbelt sites.26 This strongly 1nd¢c ~tes th gouthwnrd spre(d of :
new influences, especially =2s it is foirly ccrt“lﬂ that copper WS ' «

—_— o

woduced nenr the Copperbelt by t?iqﬂﬁime. Frogments of worked ‘ j

copper, doted te the ninth or tenth century A,D., hove been found . ' «
oot Chondwe, nedr -the modern Bwana Mkubwa mine, and the fragments :

vere almost certainly the product of locil industry.27 Et suchy S .

»

enrly neriods cn‘rcr Qroductlon was ev1denfly rutner limited in schWG,

e

but by the nineteenth century, =s we shall see, it had hecome o major

industry.
s e )
b @th trade. Iron, salt oad copper were the main itmes in corly ..

o~ -

P ey

uumblhn trinde, but other, leEs eru:blf oroducts nresunably also
1 s - e

# played somec port. Fottery hes pr ol" alwpys been nn importont item

of local trnde, since the necessiry clay is found only in certcin area,

o Bork-cloth moy also have been troded, since the necessory trees are
je}

et 1 eve cre 28 L 9
~nct found everywhere.sY gyt it does not nppeir that cotton was grown

1]
@or woven during thoe carly Iren Age, sinc& the remains from this )
period do not inelude any evidence of spinning. :
(b) The growti. of trode : . .
V’Quring the first few centuries of the Ivcn fge in soutiern Zambic .
it is nrobable that‘manufacturing techniques were somevhat Drimitive
ond thnt trode took »loce in a limited number ofvgoods and over tjlrly i
short distances, YBut there is evidence to suggest that between: |
shout the eighth and fifteenth centuries the velume of trade incrensed, i
end the range of trading contacts uns considerably extended,'so‘that_
i & few areas ot least necple goined cccess to goods from theyeast
const. And as a result of tiis 5@0Wth of trode there was increased :
{ .
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g Bork-cloth moy alseo have been troded, since the necessory trees are
et - 28 :

.rct found everywhere,20 But it does

@or woven during tho early Iren fge, sinc& the remrins from this

V’Quring the first few centuries of the Ircn fge in southern Zambic

Copper. Copper wis smelted in pre-colonial days in much the same
"wnny s iren. e hove no direct evidence from archaeclogy of copper
production in Zambia during tie errlier Iron fige. But strips of

to the sixth nd seventr centuries A,D.

cepipner wire and bangles dut
heve been found ot Kalomo, at Dambwa, and ot nearby Jumadzulo;
ther hove also been found in the lever 1ovels of the Ingeabe Ilede
cile, near the Lucitu river (probobly ninth cnd tenth centuries n.b.).zq
hs yet, we ci~ only ruesc where such cowner came from, but two

scurces are the area west of Sinoin, in Rhodesin, ond an

cf the Hook of Krfue., In both these Arens much covmper was
produced in thre loast centurye.c In sites neor Lustlin no coprper has '
been found ot levels drted tc the firot willennium 4£.,D, At Twickenhan
Road it first appears ot o level doted to thc Dlevcnth or twelfth
century A,D,, in associction with pottery tw“t respmblcu finds from

Copperbelt sites,26 mnis strongly 1nd;c “tes th southwnrd sprecd of

nevw influences, especially oS it iu fairly ce;;gla that copper
—_
produced nenr the Copperbelt by tiis time. Frogments of worked
copper, dated teo the ninth or tenth century A,D., hove been found
~t Chondwe, necar -the modern Bwana Mkubua mine, ond the fragments

vere almost'certainly the product of loci:l industry. 27 Lt Sﬁ0h4%

»

early periods coyup cr Qroductﬁo WS ev1der+l ratner limited in scnlc,
but by the nineteenth century, @s we shall see, it had bhecome 2 major

industry.
oS
(th trade. Iron, salt cad copper were thc main itmes din early ... _

P - * ey

samoion trode, but other, less vrhu:blf sroducts nresumably also

rlayed some pnrt. Fottery hHes prok’ol" clwoys becn an dmportoant item

of local trnde, since the necessary cloy is found only in certocin area

;r that cotton wns grown

period do not inelude any evidence of spinning.

-

(b) The growti. cof trode . ‘ : -
it is nrobable that‘manufacturing techniques were somevhat primitive
and thnt trode took. nlace in & limited number of goods and over fgirly
short distances. YBut there is evidence to suggest til ut between:

zbcut the eighth &nd fifteenth centuries the velume of trade incrensed
end the range of trading contacts uas considerably extended,yso‘th&t 
ine & few areas ot least wecple gained cccess to goods fron theyeast

const. And os of tuis 5?0Wth of trode there was increased

1
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movement of both puople and ideas, leading to & noticeable technical &//=
improvement in crafts and industries.29 . ¢

The clearest indication of & groeowth in the volume and regularits

i3

"7%f trade ic the appearance .cf trade pgoods. of standard size and. Co
;
weight, vhich could Lave been used as currency. lMetal at the 3

earliest Iron Age sites consists only of tools 2nd ornaments.

- 1, I 4 [—
But by anout the eighth century A.D. coprer crosses of standard

size were being made in Ketanga, as we know {rom the great cemetery

at Sanga, near Lake Kisale, In Zambia similar crosses have been

found at Ingombe Ilede, together with trade wire bent in standard
D> b ] &

lengths, in hurials dat=d to the fourteenth or fifteenth century, >0

Ingomb Ilede also prov1des evidence for the degvelopment of ﬁ@
Imports from the African coast are. uncommon

long= -dista nce tradc.

in early Iron Age 51t65 A few coyrie'shells j;om the east coast

were found at kalundu mound, near Kalomof and dt Gundu, {3rther

north; these wltes were probably occupied between: the fourth and s'xth

centuries A, oy few ‘conus-shell ornaments and glass beads wq;q_q

found at Isamu Pati, near ﬁblundu; these.probably date .from about

“the eleventh century.3? The few glass beads from Basanga have-been

dated to about 1100- und thgre were o Tew beads in the lower levels at

0.'l_'ngouﬂx: Ilede, ted to aoout the nyunth century, But-the. burials,

s B
fin the upper levels (about 1400)3ih61uded not only sea-shells;but. ..

a great many glass heads and'also fragments-of:Indian:cloth,Za;/,
RS it bmat_a
q*“a'hore is in fact every reason to suppose that by 1400, or. . s0.

“In ombe Tlede had become n major commercial contres Tt-was a1 AN
both in goods prodvbe&-l@cu¢ly for evrryday

meetlng—901nt for treae
‘fuse and in 1ong-dlstance imports and exports. ?he,naln raw mwtnrlqltb

2lt, beside the%Lu51tL riveryS~__ ___

T available in the neighbourhood wvere s
B o

herds which may’ hv.ﬂrusumed to

S

and ivory, from the large ele:

I

“heve occupied the flood plain of the rid Cle uameZ%ﬁ as they have”
iin recent times., Meany fragmentc of ivery were preserved ' in the

i - . _ v .
gexcavation sitey22 The salt would have stimulated trade frow eapliest

‘times, whils the foreign beads and cloth may

O

s ) ) )
Yﬁhinly with ivory. ¢ it the 'same time, n@ople
the burial goods included Do’fte?"v

nove been purchased

ot Ingomnbe Ilede also

nade their own Cotton ‘clath:
these are ‘not found in the lower 16VUlS,

\splndle—whorls. uince

~doted to abouti1000 we may infer that ¢otton
Cuiﬁlvn+lon)fwas intpodyced someltime after.thi$.~

it this period, the craft was. probably

1
‘( -
! spivning (and with i%,

preuummblv, cotton

P’dﬂtc gnd before about 1400,

4 new to “southern Zambia in general, Tfor élsewhere in_ uhC region
g =5 erg. 410,

Y : . ) ‘ ) _
spindle-whorls haove been”found only at Lochinvar: Ranch, at a lecvel

ted site now

time after about 1200 “and at an unda

occypied some

[ L a i T oemlre Wi e 3’+
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Many objects in iron, coppur, and also gold were found at
Inpombe Iledc., These metals werg imported, but some metal-working
took place ot the site, both to weet local demands znd for purposes
cf long-distance trade., Little iron slep wos found in the remains,
and there is no other evidencc of swmelting in the orec: lron wWas
probebly imported from the nort’, around Tusaka, or perhaps from
the country cast of the Luangwa-Zambezi confluence, wherc iron was
certeinly produced in lunter Limes . 30 Outside the ceuntral burials
at Ingombe Ilwede many wern iron hcoes ﬁere found; thege were vaiously
used for cultivaticn and may either hove bBecn import@d or

forged on thc spot. Copper tools, bends Qnd.g§ng§es, cnd ircn
wife—drqwing tools, indicote. thnt the inhabitants of Ingombe Ilede
worked coppcr which they hnd obtnined.in the form of crosses, and
it is likely that at least somc ¢f thelr copper products were
exported. ,  We know that pecple north of tho middle Zambezi sold
copper. to Mwenemutapa, lover down the river, by the early sixteenth
century. Gold beads, bracelets cnd 2 hacking-plate were found in
the central burizls: we do not know where they were made, but the
gold itself »nrobably came from thc,ﬁhodesiaﬁ platenu to the south-

enst.36 There is.geod reason to cuppose th t the latcr ;occupaticn

b

of Ingombe Ilede was contemporary with the peok of Zimbabwe's
importance as a commercicl and political centre, 7

.
3 The .cvidence that fine wire was made at Ingombe Ilede indicates
~

_ithat metal-working technigucs hed advenced considerably in southern

Zambia since the. earl‘-r Iron Age. Indft‘e’1 therc is convincing testimony

e

tha t. between about 1000 and 1500 improved mothods GF 1r01-wornfﬁ§“
sprend southwards freun the-Corzo. The ccnﬁr@l burials at Ingombe
lade included not ogiy'wire—drawing;tcols but specinl léh%—bladed
hoes ~nd flange-welded B®ingle bells. Making guch ogﬁecﬁs means
knowing how to make strong sheet irom ond weld it, and kow.to make
midribs., “hether or not these objects were actually nude at
Ingombe Ilede or imported, they are evidence of contacts with hmtﬂnga
for at Sangs, near Lake Kis&le,‘flange—welde Lells have bcen\

dated to ns carly ns the eighth century A,D.B “uch Congolese 1ﬂf;[‘ﬁy

in meta}—working became still morc proncunced in the last few
centurics befbre 1900. This wos probably due to a general expa n310
of trading net—wopts,\as well os tie migration into Zambiz of
groups associated with chiefdoms in the Congo. The ceremonial iron
bells, bow-stands and stcols of mary Zanbinn chiefs,. and perhaps

é

nlso the nuturul drauzht furnoces of northern Zanbia, Petrav Congolc°

influence.?? They gertainly bear witness both to the developing

isl-ills and to<the-‘1den1n5 ronge of socizl contrets stimulated by\traj



¥ “The Cro‘tLVQﬁMQLLth&iRSEiP in Zowrbia wes in fact both cause And

=
=
ct
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qffgpt of the equnsigurof %rhde; Mirrations which resulted
"sundntion of new chiefdoms or dynastices mi;nt be nrompted by the

desire to poin fccess to cgonomic resources. £nd the increased W -
scale of politienl or4wniéation.50th‘mndo,possible, nnd wos made

possible by, o growth in the scrle of sconomic exchanges. In '
western Zambia a striliing cxomple of this i thé Lozi kingdom. Fron J\
the latc eighteeath century, nt lecst, Lozi rulers crgrnized and

encournged exchonges betwesn the inhabitnnts of the Lozi flood -

-l

yicin =nd those of the surrounding wocdland. Trew the plain come

i

cﬁLtle, fish, otter skins, baskct-work, sorghum ond roct crops;

fr m the woodland came woodwork,  barlk-cloth, bark rope fishnets
' h LI [] Pt 1
wild fruits, honey, grain and the skins of game.. Snlt cnme frem

. Lo L ’ ’
Mirnkoys, =nd from pans west of the plaln.}o During the ninettentl

141

century copper wos cbtoined nenr the Dongve river. Tronwork

vos supplied by the Kw-ngwn, Toka and Totelo; not only to the Lozi

ond thclr immedi~te neighbours but also to the 1lo ~nd Tonga, in

the east, nnd to the Mpukuslu on the Okavango river, in the far west.42

The work of these smiths wos Lighly proised by James Chapman, &n
English trader who renchced . the upper Zambezi in 185):,he-reported,
thot they worked o : : L

1n iron and covper; of the former they smelt abundrnce, of

o very superlor .quzlity, and monufacture it into implements

which considering their rude moteriels, would astonish any

Europetn., ngs,,UPO'rs, lances, battle-axes, bows ond Arrows,

2re abundant and che “U, of excellent workmanship, nund ore even .
- ‘chosed And ornamented.t3 ) : g

R North-eastorn Zonbis e

¥,

Jn scme respects the histcery of local trade 1p north-eastern
. . ) * % A“‘;%:"." PR 4-
n thon thoat ol 1OU*L tride in the south-westy,

Zarbia is less well knowr
“since 6ery‘littlc work his yet been done onythe Iron Age nrchaeology
vof‘fhe north-ecst., It is in foct 1lik lv t. .t trAdc nnd inéEFtry
tdeveloped rather lotcer in i1 t réwibn tqan in tho-south* wi: should
ertainly not expect to find any site in the north-cast comparaoble:

“wto Ingombe Ilede. Mone the less, ve do know & cert in amount about

.

the patterns -of local trade fhnd exchange during the ninettenth | : :
century. Little of cur evidence rxfprs to the pericd gﬁ before
I

1859,"5ut 5t is rcasoncble to suppose that trqding patterns after thet
dat

were partly o continuntion of earlier patterns, at 1e&st.whon

the items of exchange were locally wroduced nece yssitiese
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erm'a study of the
N

¥ =~ Thce fellowing short acccount is drun*

o usS

chbayqu a pcople more f: for trading. But

it is probable thot the vower of Bomba® chicelfs wine fo ~ogrent extent
“due to their ability to exchrnge o variety of gocds_ﬁﬂbng themselves
and their followerss Scme of these goods were obtnined through
raiding, but much w:s 2lsc obtained by 7@v*1ng tribute, ond this

wos not 2 one-wny process cithizr within cor cutside Bembalind: tribute

in labour or goods w-s rewirded by the distributicn of other goods,

or the assur-nce of militory protection nnd noliticol supprt.

/Thus tie Berbr ployed o considernble part in. the exchange of comnodities

nroduced in neorth-esstern Zambia, ‘Beribn country itself LTd few

nrtural rescurces: the centrol, =ud oldest; nrecs provided little

o ————— | e

micre than the poor 50115 tre,r ﬁnd (sme ﬁ*“tﬁtﬂwﬁédl nd and the

fis ﬁxor fﬂc CHAmbGsRY viver. - Dut all rcund the bemba there was
COHST@UTbble'V“TI sty of terrﬁln ond hence uf resouices, The Bemba

1

din oceess to

]

were thus well placed to mx v varicty of goods: ironwork

and b“”kctwfrh, stlt ond cnttls, ond much more fish and ivory.

~ Dron. There scems tro hove bceen little workable iron ore in Bemba

~

country, and thi Bemba themselves had no traditlonu of smeltingi_.
But they probably obtoined irdén ound ironwork frcm~their neighbours
at an early date: Bembn-traditioné indicote thit there gicre iggﬁr
worlkers in ~nd around Bembaland when the founders of the Chiti-

b5

mutulu dynasty arrived, perhaps in the later seventeenth century,
Iﬂ_ﬁhe n1n<t enth century the Bemba obtained iron from.the Luagu,
Mambwe, Twa, Chishinga and Lulu‘ Cf these, the Tungu were probably

the most imvortant for tle Bembu. Ircn uts extracted nnd smelted

¢

. ] ‘ P
around the watershed between the Luombe 2nd- Lufubu rivers, © gp

“ithe south-enstern fringes of this arco Luagu smiths chme to settle

o

under Bemba chiefs, tc w'om they paid tribute in hoes 2and oxes. -

The Mowmbwe were also well known for iron-working. In 1879 there

-L.

were eight furnaces on cne hillside, each caprhle of smelting nearly

half o ton of iron orej the lMambwe ch hief Twanmbo uns said to export
a great denl of iron, 7 On the ecstern borders of Demba country,
ironwas smelted in and around the covmtvy of the Iwu chief Ian1mbiQ
Some of the smelters there belonged to ~ snwll groupr known as the
Sukume, whe prebably alsc operated the few smelters found in the
. [e]
central part of Bisn country (which vas conguered Hy the LQMbaa.qo
The scuthern -Bisa obtninced tholr iron froewm the Lala, WhUoO ont ut
was fancus fer its quulity and quantity; there was o ‘particularly
Imrge open mine in the country of Chief’Mailo.49v The Benbea, nowever,
may not hnve pained fccess to Lala ironwork much before 1580; morC

i

N
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continucusly importrat fer thcm.uerelﬁhc industries to the west of
L-oke Beongweulu. Jsne 01:11y ﬂroductl“@ vere tlhose in the Chiskhingn
chiefdom of Chama, on =he cast orh'morders'of Vazembe's kingdom,
though smeclting vas Glso pr‘ctA\1 close tu Kazembe's cﬁ;ital.EO
ualt’ 521t wes also on iten of considerchle ihpoftfnce in the trade

of the ncrth-enstern nmboes furnished a bnaline prnss

which wrs burnt to ?ﬂr'immediate cnd loc2l use,
but there werc cnly tuwo plices ip_ﬁﬁe resion where salt wis prcduced
in "ny quantity., There 1is a frédt sbundance of rich saline grcsu in
Chibwa m&r;h, on the Luitikils river, near Mpika., In 1832 the

e

Portuguese explorer Apntenio QxﬂltLO noted thot the salt mode there

hon mineral salt, and it

rt—

wns relatively pure, though much wedker

commanded a high price. Doth Bemba and Bist mtde salt there in his
doy, and*from accounts of the industry enrly:in this century it would
seem that a number ¢f necple from the surrcunding country came to
spend o month or two making salt in Sentembcr nnd Octcber, when the
dembo hod dried up.?! och worker hid to nay a ball of salt to the:
local chief, Chikwanda, ond in the 1890's he in turn sent 2 hundred

cakes every veor both to Chitimukulu, the Bemba paravount, and to

-

an er senior Benmba C”lﬂf ula., The only cther area of intensive

i

salt producticn in the rc 1on w5 the country c(st of tuw north end
2e country o Y

of Lake liweru. HHere there are several cutcrons Df'Sﬂllﬁﬁ 371

ospecially near Puta Lud Kaputa. 'hese were worked mainly by the local
Bwile and Tabwoa people, whe sold the salgt in standard leads of .

“ .
A FERT LR .. - A2 Y . . R . . L . P
about twentyfive nounds.’ These industries, ot Chibwe, Tuta =nd

Kaputa, persist today, though on 2 much reduced scale. !

.

@?her trade. Thc iron and salt tLus producec provided the basis for

] ol

& nct incon31derab1e trode smpmon. the meonl’oes of north-erstern Jambic,

e *

Among the Bewba, iren ond solt were pertly circulnted in the fo :
of tribute mayments and the gifte whica ni~ht be made in return.. o
Chiefs scmetimes crgonized expeditions tc obirin such goods ot 5°ur0$:

a consignment of salt from the

in 1)05 Nkula received in this widy

A

\Lﬁﬁilkllq.53 But it secenms thnt ordinory Bemba might also cbtzin
ifon and srlt ﬁt source on their own initintive: Bewba chiefs

ihposed no restrictions, other than the levly of tribute,

o
nroducticn and exchange of these comaodities, Bemba comon

rr (‘D-
'.a

occasionally visited the Lunda (uvd presuma™ly the less distant

Chshingn). te buy hoes; they also went tc the Luitikila for 52 1t, 5k
Biéaifr om Chief Chibesakundat's area (in Chinsali district) obtained
ntlt frem the Luitikila ond used 1t to buy ironwork from the Sukunma

. ~ . - - E . N Fag N
| under Chief Kefwimbi. The southern fisa axchenged salt for iron




continucusly importrnt +heg industries to the west of
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521t 321t ucs alsc on diten of consid

of the ncrth-ensteru plrtéau. Mooy dnmboes furnished ~ tnline press

which wiis burnt te yield a s2lty ash fnrAimmediatc o~nd loc2l use,

but there werc only twe plices ipvfﬁa ve-ion where salt wos preduced
T

in ~ny quantity., There is a rreat nbunmdnnce of rich saline _gross in
Chibwa morgk, on the Luitikil: river, neir Mpika., In 1332 the

Portuguese explorer Antcnio Gopitio noted thot the enlt mude there

wns relatively pure, though puch wealker thon mineral salt, and 1t

commanded a high price. DBoth Bemba and Bier mrde salt there in his

day, and™from accounts of the industry enrly:in this century it would
seem that a number ¢f necple from the surrcunding country came te
spend o nonth or two making salt in September ~nd October, when the
dembe had dried up.5j Sach worker'ﬁhd to mow n ball of =zalt to the
local chief, Chikwandz, and in the 1890's he in turn sent 2o hundred

cakes every ryear both to Chitimukulu, the Bemba pdrawount, and To

another senicr Bemba C”lﬂf 1_ula. “The only other area cof intensive

salt producticn in the reg zion wrs the country “ut of the north cnd
2e countly « e 1O

of Lake Mweru., Hcre there are several outcrons Of‘SHliﬁu 5711

especially near Puta ard Kaputa. These were worked mainly by the local

salgt in standard keods of |

Bwile and Tabwa people,
f‘( -0

cbout twentviive mo 5 ?2 ! : Lt < Yooy R

bout twentyfive nounds.- These industries, ot Chibwe, Tuto ond”

Kaputa, persist today, though on & much reduced scale,

.

The iron and sclt thus produced provided the basis for

ﬁgher trad

2 noct inconsiderable trode mmens the Teonles of north-ecstern Jaumbic,
Among the Bewba, ircn ond solt were portly circulated in the ferm ¥

of tribute mayments and the gifts which miht be made in retura.

2

Chiefs scometimes crganized. expeditions te obtnin sucihi goods ol SVurcf:

. O — . N . . - - ~ TR
in 1883 Nkula received in this udy a consignment cf salt from the
: 1

. Pyl . . L B . .
\Q#.ilkllq.53 But it scems - th~t oOrdincry Bemba wight also.cbtfin

i

ifon ond srlt at sourcce on their own initintive: Bemba chiefs

<+

imposed no restrictions, other then the lev@y of tribute, on the

3

nroduction and exchange of these comao odities. Bemba comﬁoné s
occasionally visited the Lunda‘(and presumaly the less distant
Chsbingn). te buy hoes; they alsce went te the Luitikila for so alt,5h
ﬁiéa'thﬁichief Chibesakundat's cren (in Chinsali district) obtained
sclt frem the Luitikila ond uucd it to buy ironwork from the Sukuma

under Chicef Kofwimbi. The southern Risa axcha 1~0d salt for iron



from

Senga on the.

H

2nd baskets, ..

- 12 =

the.Lala, and b tu Bemba and Zisa sold "“lt and iron to the

upper Lua nww“,.whc in return supplied tebacco, nnts

5

and also grain nnd cotten, The Senge and bBisa are said

T

£ . : .
to have_woven cloth frcm their own cottinj the Toambo on the upper

Lua nrvu_CCrt

inly did co and sc did the Lungu, who 5o metimes poid
’ i,

— : . o
trnbute in cott“n tou thc Bomb&./) Tlic Benmba tbepuh1veu were well
known fur tluir 6kill 1r nﬁPi 7 barii-clot’g 113 Wil t%p usual

moterizl ccnponent of r““rl. e p?ymunts, oné sdme noy well hrve been

troded to

necessary

ne

V1
ves.50 gL © ey P
Srees. The Unpn, in the swomps of Loke BL.;lg\reulu, and

if-‘".'"b(:x

ol

urs in less densely weoded areas locking in the

&

the 2isa of Chief Ii tipa. (north-egut of the 1‘nv) uxnorted dried

fish, nets,

mats and baskets; otter sklns were tr“ded 211 round the

north and east of the lrke, and the Ung“ ex h“n cd flﬁb nnd antelcpe

meat for ironwork from the Benﬂ Mukulu on tne nurthern choro 57

o

~and other livestcock were unimportont 1n,plateau trode, Since

they. could be bred cnly in tsetoefrea-dre(s' the onWy people wio

kept herds

7 howover, I

levied tri

re
[a}!

f ony size weresthe Lungu, Mambue cnd Iw“. The Bembx
equently raided these pe oples for c"*tl and scometimes

: P » .o
1te 58 Such levics

from them in cottle, sheep and goats.”

undoubtedly increased the ability «f Bemba chiefs te attract 2

following

-people. Y

of trode betweer the middle Zambezi and the east coﬁst oy the

T

fourtecnth

intreduced

and thus, indirectly, to draw tribute from t*elr own

@

have already seen thot at Ingombe Ilede there is evldence‘

— .

or Tifteenth century. lie do net know ur”t sort of pceople

+

the excti

cotids fceund there~the vlass beads, shells and
[} ] &3 b}

=7

c
Indian cloth. Such discoveries in the Africon ihterior nre not:

necessarily proof of visits by non-African people; they could well hnve

pacsed threugh the honds of oo number of different troders. But

—_—— -

it is quite possible th 't Arob, or Swabili, triders did visit
AT PEREmeE ki

<.

¢ Tlede, ‘le knou

and ivory were exportcd from Sofaln, arcund tho meuthr of the Umec21.

ORI e T

~t from the tenth century ot least ﬁold

59

At some time during the ﬁext few centuries traders from the coastv

apperr to have pushed their wa y for inlnnd.  Some may well have bougl

e

f

Y

ivory at Ingewbe Ilede, and it is notewerthy that two thllm—Style

anulet ﬁolders weré found ‘beside onc of the gold burisls there,6»

But the Chlcf uttrﬂctlun for foreign traders weculd have been-the

uCthl f‘o“'d-producnyJ ﬂre“s south of the: Zambezi. . By 1500: there

were Q grc‘L many Tuvlln trhaders in the empire of Mwenemutopa,

according

to ~ peport by an enrly Eortu@uesc'pfficial in HQZuublque.61

ol



: - 13 -

The Tortuguese from lozambique. .

In the courcze of the sixteenth century thie Fortuguese ousted the
Muslims from the trade of the Tambézi valley. Like the Muslims, the
Portuguese concentrated their attention on the empire of Mwenemutapa
(which had broken up into idependent kingdoms). They ignored ‘

the country north of the “ambezi, since it seemed to have little or
noM zold.' Put at the end of the seventcenth century the Rozwi king
Chanamire (vho used Zimbabwe as a capital) drove the lortuguese
traders richt off the Rhodesian plateatr and back to their bases at
Tete and Sena, on the lower Zamberi, Thereafter Changamire dominated

—— e~

the gold trade south of the Zambezi, and the Prortuguese began instead
to logk more closely at the country to the forth and west .62 g%o'the
north, the Porfuguese entered into close coa%ﬁt%—wé££_ihﬁighﬁwa ¥
king. Undi, . wao was stimulated by thi is new qbportunlty for selllng

ivory to. extend blu rule over the ijﬂﬂlw*_gggﬁ~ Around thc mldQ

e U, v
eightegnth century, the Portuguese began {o.exploit several small

e

gold mines in Undi's country; their employment of u1aves in this
__.-—-—-—/" -

e - ~--—-__,.n..w._,__.._...,.__.,,,__.__,_.._—

Pt

wvork, and in ivory hunting, provoked increasing ruldo and disturb-
ances.63 '
In the @%t, agents of the Portuguése scem to have reached the
lower Luangwa, and the mouth of the Kafue, by 169635 they brought T
{

back ivory, gold and C?§P8r06q Some time. drovnd 1720 some Goanq_!ﬁ?fﬁﬂﬁ,___
founded a trading post at Zumbo, to the east of the Luangwa-Zambezil
confluence, and in 1732 anothcr post was opened across the Tuangwa
at [eixa. Both posfs‘werb occupied, on and off, unbll 1836 (Zumbo /«_,
was re-openzd in 1§§j).65 Their main purpose was to regain access to

‘ .
the gold of Rhedesia, but their trade was soon boosted by epterprising
Lfricans from +the north, In 1762 it was reported th: t people from
'Urenje' (probably the country of the Lenje, to the north-west)

- ‘come every year to Zumbo to trade in ivory and in- copper, '
which.they’b\#nm'readJ smeltcd in great bars, and of which tkeref\\\
is great abundance., For its guality it 1is preferred in India
to that which comes from uurODe.6 RS RS

Somectimes the Portuguese traders kept all their trade goods for \

buying gold from the south, so that the Lenje had to go back with t//

their ivory and copper unsold._ But by 1793 the Portuguese were : T
y pp - y Q;;é g p i

“sufficiently interested to send cgents with _Indian b and cloth:

and jyory from the Nsenga i

to buy ivory and . copper from the ]que'
(who were also well known for their iron industry). 67 By 1798 ”TOEiﬁﬁ

g

- i

of Lamba, &ppqi and pgﬁ;ib;xMLala+,yQE9W%lﬁﬁwixédlngmﬂiiﬂkﬁﬂﬁbQ'
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The Lunda and thﬁuﬁiﬁﬁ_ f%z“ CP“AVﬂ

This trade in_the later eighteenth century between Zumbo and the

countr: ,to the north-west almost certainly profited from thc
expansion of trade connccted with the growth of Kazembe's Lunda

eignteenth century as a

kingdom {idhnd been fcunded carly in the
. result of migretion from the Lunda cnmpire of Mwata Ya mvo, in western

Katanga., The chief aim of the expeditions was %o ﬁ@g 1n control

Py

of the salt pang &t Kecilz, on thc Lualaba river, and Mwanshya,

on the Lufira river; and probably also the copper mines at Kambove,

# near the modern Jadotville, Cnce Kazcibe wes cestablished on the

Luapula, he and his successors sent, tyibhunte in salt and copper to
iwvata Ya 69 4a
Mvata Yamvo.09 fg,cn tribute was duly r901p ocated by Mwata Yamvo,

and as a result north-eastern Zambia was ‘dravn into a trading ofbit,

hngola,

which covered much of what is now gouthern Congo and norther

and reached as far as the wcsiﬂcoast' "or .early in the eighteenth

century Lunda frem Mwata Yamvo conquered the P&B§g4 on_the Kasai,

and some went on': weot to the Miéélﬁuﬁvéngp, to found the chiefdom of %
Mwene Tuto Kasongo. These treded with the Portuguese on the coast
e e e e T T )

and were thus able tc forward Zuropean goods to Nwata Yamvo. However,

1

the States of latamba and Kesanje acted ag middlemen im tiis . trade,

~~~~~~~~~ Ro— S

and it was evidently to remove this obstacle to derCt“COHLICtW

with the gggﬁt that Lunda_attacked these States in {

do not seem to have achieved their aim,. but by tne l&ter'eightcenth

century they were exporting slaves north-wards to the lower Congo.

Some 87 these slaves game from Kazembe on the Luapula, and in any

case Kewenbe was zble to cxchanpe his salt and copper at Mwata Y@mvp's

for a variety of imporits from the west COaQL; even though llwata Yamvo

did not make direct contact with the Portuguese until the middle

years of the ninetcenth century.7o ’

\BY 1800, then, thre castern Lunda kingdom had become an impor-jﬂh
tcnt partner in the trade of west central ufrlca But it also '
Wcontributed siggificantly to the {rade of cnutbrn Afrlca“ 1ndcod
MKazembe's capital on the Luapula became thc meeting point of trade
routes which spanned the continent. The castern Lunda maintained
*lthe ‘eastward impetus of their original Plgratlon' during the fé;gn
of Kazembe ITI (c. 1760-1804/5), they subjected several chiefdoms east
of ‘the Luapula, umonr the Chishinga, Tabwa, Lungu and<B15a,7ﬂ And

BE:S

routCS“leading to the edst coast. The Lunda themselves were

7
Fcollaboration with Bisa traders Kazembe rapidly opencd up trade

T

L

a® relatively small ruling class who occupied the nuClVeu in politics
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rother than the zctuel practice of trade or industry. The¢ western

Bisa, however, had nrooably been active for some time in local trade,

They occuplod an e0010ﬁ1ccl borderl{:‘.nd1 bgtweeL the grec t SW1Mns\/

eau; in the

ninetéenth ccntury, as wc_have secn, the weéﬁern Risa traded

}extepgizgly in the 5f66\¢£s of both regions. Thus when they came

j vnder Kazembe's rule in the later eighteenth century it wes nstural

f ) :

; thot they should tike a leading share in the export of conper and
ivory from his dominions.! Bisa traders exchaénged ivory for cloth wltu/
the POTﬁUSQSEE‘&t Tete, Mozambigue 2nd “uilimane, though by 1800 they
found better customers in the Yao, enst of k@kc liglawi, who took the
ivory on to Zanzibar,72 By 1866 some Dise were taking Kazembe's
ivory westwards as fer as the Lunda “ing Kasongoy on the Kwango.73
B the 1850's the Bemba had taken over mucl country formerly tributary.
to Kazembé; but the Risa continued to export his copper, while they'
obtained ivory from the Manzanja, Chewa and Lamba, ameng otheors,7H
In 1856 a chief living below the Kafue gorge sent 1vory to other

chiefs oh the Zambezi and received in return glish cotton goods

—

fn
brousht up by Bisa traders from Mozambique. Cnc Bisa party was bold

=

snouEis to scek trade among fhc fierce !ldebele, but they were robbed
and barely esca pcd with their lives.’2 TIn 1863 Livingstonc met some
Bisa beside Lake Malewi whe were familisr with chiefs of the southern
Lund2, on the headwaters of the YZambezij as he observed,
v These Babisa are sreot travellers and traders, in

fac
some-uhot the sape position in this country as the Gr
in the Leavant. 70 ’

e - L

Aqghs and §mrhj]jm%ﬁilwz P L

T the course of the 1860's the trade of %hs Bisa was disrupted by

ct, occupy
ecks do

the Ngoni, whose raids weSt of the Luangwa persisted after Mpezeni
moved east of the river into Neenga country.77 But well. before this
the trade between Kezembe snd the south edst nad: been undermined by
the developm:int further north of new tr u routes to the east coast.
From 1830, at least Kazembe was sisited by a nuﬁber of. Swahili and
Arab traders, a f€w~of whom went on west to Kotangs end the upper

t
v i ' ; - 78 .
sambezi, and even to Benguelay on the wvest coast. Such expeditions

a

west of the Luspula were rise of lisiri, a Nyamwezl

trader fpoh western Tanzaria, who settlzd in Katanga in the 1050's.

At first ﬁsiri waé & VGssml of Kezembe, but. he soon became independent,
gulncd control of ‘he se=lt nnd corhor of Katonga, and thus built

up an empire of his own. Instead, thc Arebs and Swahili concentrated
an llanyema, in the eastorn Congo; and on the counmtry Petween

blished sSettlements for

Kazembe's ke Tengenyvika., Here s

qugérted.their ivory

Thnde  and

+Fyvanda wa +1:
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0 44 n21bﬂvuuud11v by wey of L:Ke Tanganyike Lnd’thu country around
1 7Q 13 1 P i ~o 8 1n > .
Lel” rom t 1870's, the forzign t1 ders ﬂlbo exnorted rSLAVES, t

nave bccOmc of mdjor importance 1n north~-costern

6)]
i

sut this trade scan

~ - [aRel :ﬂ T .
nabia only frow @ -out 260,80 ¢ (It suoula pcrhaps bho stressed thot

in this region claves were seldem = fecture of we local @Cconomics,
since the local vecple, -nd espacially L Werike Dewka, nad no use

for extrs lahenr in thcir largely infertile lands.)

The Qogﬁhfwgst',f' ' ' : .

: : - s ; ) D eaiedd
Tp north-western Zambin access to goods from the coest was fiest
t

Cexpansion of trade forthor west; in what 1s nou

brought about by t
coniral hnpola. This wos a rother 1ote dcvelopruiits In 1696 it

81

woas said thot Africans rcach;d-thc middle 7ambezi from Angola,- but
this was probably an ceptipnal event. Tradc between the dambezi

and thre west coast was primurily.a resilt of the growth of trade

anmong the Cvimbundu, ou the Penguela ulf‘lcﬂd These‘peoplé became

as famous for long-distance trede =s the Bisa or Hyamwézi, and it
seems 1ikely that thelr comnercial enterprise also owed much o

a Tively locanl tradc, s0lidly based on iron production. 82 The
Ovinbundu werc probably sellingiggavcs ~nd itory @o Tortuguee: tradors
up country by the =ﬂr1ier cighteoonth century, nut such trade increased
considerably in the 1770‘0, when the Qyirbundu established dircct '
relations with. the ! rortuguese ou the const.sJ TLis evidently

promchd Loth the Ovimbundu anc Pﬁffﬁgm:se or helf-cacte z§adcrs to

penetrate cost-wards infto.tlhe interior. By tho 1790's the

Luvale, _
on thc westcrn headwaters of the sombezl, were accustoned to
obtain cloth and bewds frem 'white men' frei the west, and somc
Tuvale vent westwords themselves, AS © rezdlt of information
supplicd by & Luvole, o Brazilian cnc @ Tertuguesce lcd exPeditionS
in 1794-5 from Dengueld uqrouv1 Ovimbundu country and as for as
the Luvale c iefs Kalienze nnd Chinyama (then living in whot ig nov

ecastern 1‘-11@01:1)..61+
Tt would

§ as wet the priders from the west had noz]
renchcd the Lozi kingdom,. put they kneuw of its existence: indeed,

the reports of the 1794 5 exneditions ing _cuto thet by this time

jo]

the Lozi hnd pade their villages on mo .ds in the Zambezi flood
0y kin@lﬁﬁldmbwa{85“

CL

, plain, the building. of yhich wes crgonize
Tn any case, the Lozi scon scught to gris part in this nev trode

among their northern neignbours. hul““0V“ sent wmen to the Luvxl

o buy Luropedn £0045, rnd the B Ltbcrn Lund: Lrubrht ClGu to
Mulanbwa in exchnnge for cotitle., In due course cmwﬁ Mombari

A T ~aplied to Ovimbundu OF chOnreé qudCfS Lr<m the west)

(8

-
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. plain, the‘building.of which wis Cerghnl’z

- A6 - ‘.z‘";‘

. . = e et
to u&ﬁZlbﬂruuuallv bv u;y of loke ‘onganyika &nﬂithu country around

. fe) - ) . . . : o :
1t.7/ From tuv 18 '0's, thce forecign traders also exportedrslaves,

but thisvtrade scoms te have bocome of major importancc’in north-costern
Zombic 1v T o . q08a 80 R . IR
Zombia only fron Zo-ovt 10¢C, (It stould perhaps bo stressed that

in this region claves were seldeom & fectire of the 16cal economics,

since the locnl pecple, :nd especially - - warlilts Bemba, had no u&e
for extre latour in their largely infertile lands. )

"he north-west . : , ©a-

che B2l . E :

- - - . b
Tp north~western Zambin access to goods from the coest was [iest

Pk T

brought about by ths expaasion of trade forthor West, in what is nov

Ccontral hnpela. This wos & peicher lotoe dcvoloprent. In 1696 it

was soid thot Africans reoch.d the middle Zambezi from Angola,81 but

this was probably an exceptipnal event. Trade between the Sambezi

and the west coast was primarily 2 result of the growth of trade

amonp, the Cvimbunduv, O the Benguela ! 1r‘1cdd These‘peoplé.bocamc

as famous for long-distance trede o8 thc Bisa or Nyamwézi, ang it ”
scems 1ikely that thelr commurc1a1 enterprise also owed much to

a 1ivély locaX trade, solidly D based on iron production. 82  The
Ovimbundu werc probably selling slaves ~nd itory to Tortuguse: tradufs“
up country by the earlier eightcuﬁﬁh'ccntury, but such trudu 1ncrcused
coﬁsiderahly in the 1770\8, when the Ovirbundu estﬂollshed dlrbct

rclﬁtlonb with. the Yortuguese oL the coas*(:.::‘3 iis evidently
prompted neth the Ovimbundu &nc ETV{?fi .ze or helf-cacte tgoders to
penetrate cast-wards into tL: juterior., By tho 1790'¢e luﬁLuvale,_
on the westcrn headwaters of the sombezi, were accustoned fo_

obtain clotih and berds frem 'white men' frem +the west, and 50mMG

0}

Luvale went westwords themscelves. As n recult of information
u

supplicd by & Luvole, o Brazilion cad & Tortuguesc led expeditions

oo

in 1794-5 from Dengueld through Ovimbundu country and as far as

the Luvale c iefs Kolenze and Chinyama (then living in whot is now
Oh

castern hngoln).

Tt would sgen that as vet the rocders from the west had noE]

renchcd the Lozi kingdom,. but they know of its existence: indeed,
the reports of the- 1794-5 exnediticns indicote that by this time
the Lozi had made their villages on mounds in the Zambezi flood

ized by king Fulambwa .85 1

oyt in this ncv trade

In any case, the Lozi scon scught to thas

ng thelr northern neighbours.
o buy Turovpean goods, ind_the Lwtn 238 LU“d' “brou
Mulawbwa in cxclnnge for cottle. In due cours some Mombari
west)

(2 term Toosely -pplied teo Ovimbupdu or co‘onre@ traders Lr<m tnc

*

<.-‘.‘
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came south to buy slaves from Hulawnbwa, »ut they had no success,

Tor Mulambwa neceded all tic labour he ccould set for the work of

]
1. . !

building nounds and fish weirs on the flood plain.“G Throughout tle

first Lalf of the ninetceenth century the Hambari appear to have
fan

concentrated Fheir cnegies te thie nortl: and cast of the Lozi

slaves from the

kingdom. TFrom early in

. . o e o s . 8.
» Lunda chief Isiiindce and f ¢ Larba crief fkumine.U7 By 1830

treders travelled between-the Luvale chiof hokenco -nd Kazembe on the

i

68 s . - o -
Luanula,t The abolition, in 1834, of th: Yortugucse royal wmonopoly
. . . ) - Q
i ivory gave a new impetus te tronde eastwards frem mugola.8/ In the

the Lavale were we¥IT fnown for howiag guus and cloth,

rnd Kekenge wes busy sclling slaves to hawmbari; the lunda chisf™Iehind

T . —~ . .
had several SUﬂbngo Traders in slaves 2nd ivory, lMembari as well as

Bisa and 'Portuguesc! from the east, frequented the ccuntry around

he Kafue look. Mambarim ILuvale, Eisa and Swabili troders all visited
the Lamba, and the ﬁénje were said teo have plenty of beads and cloth,9’
Monze's viilage, arong the Flateou Tonga,/was visited both by FHambari
from the west and by Nscnega ivory traders from the east.gg

By this time, oi coursae, importnnt

hed teken place in

the Lozi king&om,_and these hna hoston its inclusion in the orbit

of the western tracers, In about TSQOthe Kolglo, under Scbhitwane,
invaded ‘the flood plain, and the Lozi kiag, Lubukwanu, estahlished

a new capital =t Lukulu, at the zorth end of the plain. Here he
continuedbto receive varied tribute, and by 1848 this included ivory,
vhich suggests that hce was doing business with the Mambori, 2t a1l
events he rcceived a visit in. thet year from Silva Porto, a white

trader hased on the Ovimbunduchiefdom of Viy Bu e),9J Shortly

il

afterwards Mubukwanu died and was succeeded by his son, Imasiku, but
it was not long before Sebitwanc, based on Linyanti in the south, ‘
launched . successful attack on Lukulu, and Imasiku fled up the
Kabompo river to Lul«:walm::.9L‘L It secms clear that the chief aims of
oebjtwdne' ampaign were boti to gain'controi of the flood plain & nu‘
Lo amblc th uololo to obtain 2 Lrgbr shore of the western trode.92 A
He ﬂud 1r 2ndy recc1ved cloth on occasion from Tunda Chlefo, in ‘ .
exchange for c&ttlo,96 but he was anxious to obtain guns as Well.97. i
In‘1850 SébitWénC:w&é =t Naliele, near the formcr Lozi capital, when l
some Mambari came down the Zambezi. They met Sebitwane.at leonﬁk ,
and he offered them cattle and ivory, but they wanted slaves, and l
with somec rcluctonce Sebitwane supplied,n few in order to obtain Punu.vr/
A warty of Kololo then joined the Mambari in a raid on the Ilaj the |
Mambari tcok away about two hundred slaves, and in return supplied 7

the Kololo withh much English cloth.98
D ¥
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These contacts scrved to whet Kclolo apvetites for long-distance
trade, but the Kololo were =1lsc anxious to bo independent of the .

- : . . . : g o ] .
Mezmbari; not only were Mambari guns of poor quallty/g but Mambari

prices were unattractive, 99 gyen at Linyanti the Kolclo wcre masters
of 2n extensive system of locazl exchauro;qol and thus enriched they

would have been inclined to striie harder barmuins thon less powerful
people such as the Luv.le or southern Lunde, A Mamberi visit to

102

Linyanti in May 1853 had little success, Scon afterwards, Sebitwane's

successor Sckeletu arranged thnt Livingstone (then on his second visit
o

to Linyanti) whould dccompany a Kololo expedition up the Sambezi and

over the west coast, there to open up direct trade with the Portuguese.

The riecascns for this venture were perhaps as much strategic as economic,

Qwing partly to a preference for cattlc raiding amcng the older Kololo,

the Kolole '‘capitsl remained in the south, ot Linyanti.'qo3 Thus Sekeletu

had little control over the northern approaches to the flood plain,

His authority there wos threatened from at leust two quarters, 1E§§iku,

104 '

the Lozi exile at Lukwakwa; traded there with Mambari, Still more
¢ L0zl exi

. YA . ; . e
disturbing was the behavicur of Mpepe, a Kolole royal who some time

before 1850 had settled at Noliéle and had set himslef up as governor
of the Lozi heartland,105 g, appecors to have levied extensive tribhte
from fhe flood plaih,106‘ and he was much better placed than the
Kololo at Linyanti for trade with the Mambari., Early in 1853 Silva
Porto returned to thce upper Zambezij; he was welcomad at Naliele by

-— :
HMpepe, whc apparently gave him beth cattle 2nd ivory belonging to
Sekeletu, and allowed him to hunt for sloves lower down the Zambezil

4

velley and amons the Tolkm mnd Ila, Silv~ Yorte gave Mpepe a large

o

~gun, -nd he evidently supported lipepe's plons to assaninate Sckeletu,

To this eﬁa, Npepe"wuﬁt doun the Zambezi in Juns, but the plet leaked
cut, and it w:i.s Sckeletu who killed Mpcpe,197

‘The Kolelo expedition to the west coast reached Lunnda with
Livingstone in 1854, and the proépecfs for trade there seemcd so good
that soonbﬂfter their return in 1855 Sekelctuyscnt two more ivery

caravabs ti Kyabda’108 In about 1859 a Kololo party reached Benguela,

thus making a more direct challenge to the Mambari, though their

- 7

attempt to Bring bourses”baék with thein wasrunsuccess:ful.llok9 The
Kololo.ventuﬁcs may have prompted the Mambari-to 10Qer their prices;
et all eﬁentsl the latter were buying~§lenty cf ivory at the.

Kololo capital by 186Q-j10, Thereafter, the rulers of Bulozi seem not
to have organized any further expeditions to the west coast, This may
partly have heen duez to. internal politicsl conflicts, but the steadily

rising demand feor ivory in world markets, and the corresponding -

- .
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destruction ¢f elephont in the African interior, increcsed Membari he

£

incentives to trade with Bulozi, and until the, 1880's they mannged

most of.its loung-disthncc trade./]’M

In Bulozi the ivery trade wos olwoys mere important than the |
i sleve trade. This was chiefly because, ns we hove seen, there uas
plenty of scbpe within the cconomy c¢f the flood pl-in for labour in ﬁﬁ/
excess of the needs of subsistence agriculture: the rulers of the

flood plain were thus disinclined .to disposc of unr coptives and

fonet

1L

domestic slaves. The Kololo irvaders, of cceurse, coame from 2 rat
different background, ond it is an importsint questicn, still awa viting
clarificrtion, hew far the Kololo regime affcected the Lozi economy and
the associnted administrativcmorganiaation. To judge from the accounts
of Silva Porto and Livingstone, there wos no violcnt disruption:
Kololo rulcrs tended to perpetucte the economic attitudes of their
. Lozi predecessors., ©GSome Kololo might live primarily for cattle
raiding, but their kings at least seem tr have appreciated the épecial
new economic advanteges affofded by their new conquest, and sought
to exploit them rother than 1gnore thiem, At all events, elthe
Sebitwine nor Sekeletu wis very eager’ to sell sl¢ves, and in the 1850!s
the l;tter went so.gﬁr as to probibit the slave trade in his dominions.
) He backed this up b& enforcing & roycl monopoly of ivorys without free

access tc ivory, the Mambari found the slave trode aleone unprofitn: ble 112

. Elscwhere, in the 2bscace c¢f such rostrictions, the Angolan

slave trade continued to expund. In.ﬂ853 Tlacountry was snid to be /

crowded with slivers, These included Lfrbs from Zanzibar who planncd

té sell thexi"ﬂ imports froﬁ the west const ~nd probably sought to

sell thelr slaves thcro, since there was less risk in exporting them
. : from thc west thén from the enst coast.IMB For the _gume reason,

a few yecrs later, troders ficm “ngoln were bringing ivery to the .
-1

niddle Zambezi in order to buy slives from Tete, lower dovn. the rivers,

The demand for slzves on the‘west const SuBSidéd ~fter Brazil closed

ports to slave trnders in 1850,115 but the plentaticns of Bao Tomé

continued to provide o market, which was lator boosted by the

{ introducticn of cocoa there.116 In any case, there vwas @ considerable

: demand for- slaves among certain Africun pecples, such os the Chokwe

in the.Angola hinterland; as in Bast Africn, the foll in slave prices

17

at the’coast encournged the market in slaves for use in the interior.
The morket, of course,:included the Lozi, who were_willing enough

to buy slaves: in tho 18701s, "Pt ar tue r,utor.,ion ~f the Lozi
monafchy, Angolan traders bought sloves from tisiri, inAKatanga, and

sold them to tle Lozi in exchange for ivory.118 As in north—eastérn
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Zambiayithe slove trade was.stimuloted. by the increasing availability

e R ; 119 .+ . . . .
o? obsclete Buropean' guns. 9 ot only did these provide a powerful

"incentive to sell slnves; they clso made. it easier to' catch thefm,

In the loter year.of the nineteenth century troders were still selling
guns for sloves omong the Luvale ond southern Lunda, though for these

N

pecoples the export of becswax mndé rubber wos nlso importnnt.qu,
Tt wus noty, howevery to the west but te the south thet the Lozi

estiblished their mo~t import nt levag-distrocee: trading contacts.”

Thié'pfbébss 0oy hovd begrn with the Nolelo invesion: Livingstone

H HE

suggcstéd-thdt Schitwone hrd unwiftin; cpencd the upper Zambezi
valley to trade by expelling tho Tokn islanders wso hnd %n&blcd
Ndebele raiders to cross the .river, 2] Livingstone himelf first
rcached thé LBZi'in31851 he‘ wns fcllowed by coldured Grigua traders
from South Africa, and nn increa 'sing number of Inglish hunters and
tra ders 122 one'of these; Ceorg, leotbcech, was &allowed h set up

a pe érmanent cn mp on the Lozi border, at Pandamntenga; in the 1870's
he becdme a valuéd adviser to the Lozi ceourt. — Lewanika, the Lozi
o6sible td deal with visitors from the south,

7 v Vo
123 Before 1ong the 7

ling, preferred ‘when =
for tluy sold grns yet had no need for skoves,

rapid growth of contacts batween Lhc 1021 kingsom and so uthern Africa
led to the arrival of. Chrlstl“n missionaries chd o6fficinls of the

British South Afrlc‘ Comp LNY .

. ’ }
Conclusicn

The rapid growth of the trade in ivory ond slaves in the second hblf
of the nineteenth century wis nn extremely cruel and wgsteful procwss. '
Nene the less, it would ke wrong to suppose-t'f’ such trade had =~
mecrely destructive eifect, or cven thot it S'rde only to make a few
chicfs rich and po”orful._ As Gluckmat, White oad Fogon have
hinted, the expansicn of 1o pw~d1ub nce trade had inmportant conse-

2 g v

e R R 124
guences for trade in loctl products, i Tembic os elsevhere in Afrlcu

Cne obviocus result cf trade, dircct or indircct, with the
Portuguese wis the introducticn of new crops from America: cassoyvh,
mrize, sweet-gbtatoes, groundnuts, sugr , tobaccs, By the end
',-‘.'—'vr-""" " T = T
of +h 01;HLCLvuh'centUTf‘CﬂSSQVﬂ wos o common crof mour EQ:_Lgyﬂlor*
. P . . - ;
in thg donlnlkn\_oi Mwitl Yamvo, and ns forecst as Kazcmbg 5 eastern..
- M a -
.boraero. 2 By about 1u50 if not ccarlicr, “]l these t‘Aimetican! ~
: s

creps, and also ton cs, were dble at‘iu tre Lozi flded plain, 126

Furthcrleast, ”t +71c lﬁtitudb, cassova WS oLlIl ro€e: it was not

Tonpga, Loln or seutherh Bis o, 12 7 and thé Tonge,

adopt it until thc end of the nincteenth century

or lnter. Mrize and groundnuts, aownvcr, were common rmong the
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Pleteau Tonga in 1855,129  Maoize was cvoilable ot Kazembeld by 17983
apong the Risa north and e ot of Luke Beagieulu by 13q0. ~nd on the

southern berders of Bomba country by 1631, C;l%lmukulu had abund-nt

150

- £ . .
meize fields in 1883, thcugh in this he urs uhusual. Groundnuts

wvere reported nmons the Bembn in 1867, ~nd sweet potztoes in 1883,1371

The adopticn cf all theaﬁ crmps cr.n be nssvited to hove increased

132

fct l cron fﬂllur

food vroductici, by reducing the ri

[ R

Thie in itself would Luve mﬁdm it eaxsiert for people tn engrce in
tr“ue—bgag r rain wes ‘supplied to chiefs! canitals, and to
______ i B PT i )

journeying trrders. Ir 1895 the western Ila allevicted a famine with
imports of millet ond naize.153
Tobacco also became an important fenture of scme econonmies,
It is not cleor how long tobabbo:has been grown in Zarbia, but we
knov that it was grown'paftiéuidrly in certfin creas. Tivingstone
. noted that 'The Bnt ok tobaéco‘ is .:... both very strong and very
cheap,.. the q4%lVCu conme (reut dlst“nveo to buy'. The pecple neor
i the Kalomo river grew largé quantities of tobacco which tley mcode
; into balls “fér sale in Tozi courtry. 'Twenty balls, weighing about

U I T
three~quarters of aPnund eacl:, ~re sold fer & hoe, ' 134
! ) Thb o»portuulcy to supply the needs of i ndustrial and plontaticn  ¥¥
1 v 4&
! economies far from Zambia directly stinuloted Local trade ond industry.

<

‘ There wns no barrler,between trtde in items for locedl use and trade =

i in items for export overseots. is treding networks expanded, so all '

\ trnde goods beocame nore ensily negotinble, Degides, foreign troders
working for lons pericds ia ithe interior were oblipged to engnage in

N

local trade in crder to stny in business, Thus Swahili in the far
. northeenst used s-1t from Tuts ~nd Koouto to Bu}' ivory cnd s1aves. 199
The Bise. vhe visited Mozambiqué nede bﬂrk—clotL with whiéh to buy
fcod from the Cheyg;156.thef s1so sold the Chewn ' salt from the south

end ~f L:lie Malawi, Holub, in 1€>’, ves struclh by the ecoger response

o

of the Toka north-west of the Victorianl Folls to theadvent of long-

distafnce traders: B ' .

£ the Toka henr thnt no ”Q bel Aare in the oreac and thit Turopeins

knve arrived from thc Soutb in Pandoamctenga or Kvsun Ull, they rush
3 ( . .

there with baskets full of fr “or they

uits on their cc rrying poles.,f

bring -centainers made ut of'bumpkln or sc-called cglhb 1shes filled

Eh 2 te ves They cs
vith 20 to 40 kgi- o{ mlllet maize, beans or gruundnu u‘f;n hey &sSX
for c2lico and glass beads for the objects they bring to exchange.
«Ls soon as the tronscction is completed, they force the cloth intc thel
cnlabashes and hurry home hanpily to their Seople, uherc they tell of

2ll they hnve seen in gre~t detail and great length. This trade is
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realy well orhﬂnisod, ~nd the Tolin like it very mUCh;. Cften the
actvnl troadesman is accompanied by his brotlers, wiho then ask the
snie in retuvrn from hin, Mong, bovever, hnve sluves who hove to do
the currying., The Victoria Frlls tre considered by the nntives! to
be the best trading rren, Often thoey brin, the cloth they get:

1 - :

there furthoer nerth to the Tokr, in order to exch

it for checp

grain, meking ot lenet 100 per cunt prafit.

he iptensificition of long-dist-uce tride bad o specially
imporinnt effect i aroducticn of, cnd trnde in, wmetaluork, In
tte enrly 1050's some Tongn refused to sell ivery or sloves to
Hoebori for clotihy, but thoer sold hLotn tire Bnamboari returncd uith

iren hoes bhourht in the country nortl of Sesheke, Thus Liviangstone

suggected thoet Ecekeletu cruld preveat Mhab: 11 slave raids rnongs the
i ’ -

5

Ponga by supplying the lotter uith Lices ﬁimsIﬁf, in return for iverys

=0
the suggestion wis adopted and 2vvrrentliy met with success, 190 DBeuba
chie f 1d _their ircen-workcers in imported cloth,139 Iron wis nmuch

in demand for moking sperrs with which to hunt for elephant and slaves.,
Indeed, there is evidence thnt in parts of centrnl and castern Africa

iron spears, ond even iron tools, did not ;ecc 12 very cowmmon until

the second Lgl@ of the ninetcenth century: LAfrican iron-working mty

coften Linve bccn a more importnnt foctor thon ﬂ}e&rms in the politicol

upheavals of the pcriocd., Guns were scldom very reli-ble, and in g2y
.

any cose tiey needed ammunitiong in the chsorce of lead, bullets were

T

sometires mnde of copper, ns by the Koonde at Honsanshi,

alsc ¢ wicdesprend demond for copper anklets and brocelets; the

gencr-.l cxponsion of trade entbled 2n incrensing number of prominegnt.
141
.
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people to obt~in such or 3 everod

.’:$
.._\
G
]
0]

nwezi -troders.fnam o

Katangn werc induced to sott snround Bewbo couptry, where thel

made fine copper wire, and o ~nd bork bﬂxe°.142

Liuch of tlhis covper conc

g

evidence in Zawnbin of the intensive vorkine of copper during the lost
century ond more, JSuch evidence crectly impressed J.i. Bancroft,

the geologist icliiefly responsible for the discovery ¢f the ore-bodies -
now workec on,th: Copperbclt:

There, arg.,nunerous examples of tie industry of African
prespectors of the Gim pest in ‘their search for copper

in Northern Rhodésias - I can ¥éstify te their thoroughness;
there are vexy. few ovtcrop cont ining.cepper minera 1s
that they did not find and st fcr tnu UOS»lble nroduction

of malochite,1H3 : . o
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It is in foct likely thot the copper deposits accessibld to pre~colonial
miners had been nrealy exhausted by 1900, it =211 events, the first
fyrcepenn nrospoectors found many lorge abandened coprer w rkings,

~

- £ . . i
There were & gre~t aurpber of workings between lumbwa and the Hook of

Kafue, somc of ther vy to forty feet deep cnd fifty feet wide,

n)

e
At Bwana Dikubus, ffricon pipers hed vorzed an open pit th-t wos

helf o wile long ~nd up to 160 faot deep., But tho greup of

errly werkings wis -t foensansii, where by 1900 malachite hnd heen
vl - . . T .

dug cut cver an ares five nmiles Scross.qq' horeover, the depesit of

]
¥

s@lt on these vorkings, nnd the presence in loc:l clay of oxidized
convner from uatrented ore, indicate thot minin: hnd been priictised
in the Kansmnshi area for sevoer:l centurics, 145 Now thnt Kansanshi
is once agnin being exploited, 2nd older workings there are being
obliternted, it is appropriate to strecs thot farbio's industrial
and commercinl history iy be triced bhock to lownr before the arrivol

of stexm power =nd electricity,

10, Dscember 1970




