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attributes in the home are good indicators when determining one's 5010~

economic background as these indicate one's social status.

The inequalities that exist between males and females are pronounced at
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by Kalimaposo {1996} the number of students, irespective ol sex diferences,
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s rapidly dwindling
wheres the number from ubarn areas, schools and the rich continue to rise.

of female students is likely to

-

»

Consauently it is envisaged that the numb
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{ollow this irend. This study tried io esiablish (his posibility by invesiigaling
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Statement of the Problem

This study tried to determine if there are more female students from homes

Oines within the Zainbiai coiitext.

The purpose of this study was to determine the extent to socio-economic

background background affect the girl-child's entrance into the University of

U, [V, -.1 .
ai 1 the

tudy was based on its pi:

ctical implication in trying to

identily the mequahlies among lemale students and on the need to put in place




within the Univ

vers f measures and

General Objectives

The main objective of this study was 10 establish the socio-economic

/amha.

Specific Ojectives

™
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{a} The inequaliiies among female studenis at ine Universty ol Zambia.

et : € fainnla ctiidants come From Tiag wi
{B} Whether or not se majority of female students come i1 families with

a fovourable socio-economic background.

Hypotheses
The following two hypotheses were tasted to find out if there




. female students at Tnza from urban enviroments than from

LITERITUER REVIEW

The situatiom of the giri-chiid has many facets to consider. Since the

realization that glaring inequalities exist between men and women n all

and redress the imbalances were born world-wide Their aim mainly, with
wrnmrnanrd b ndsrnntaman lanc hanie $#4 Asrneancians hhn codrnmbanes msmrd thhn Avrboiad 4o wx-lasale
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the girl-child has been marginalised in education. What has come up clearly is
that girls are disadvataged and their advancement in education has more
barriers than that of the boy-chiid.

Several studies have indicated that the girl child is at a great disadvantage

g, |

because of socicty's beliefs, myths, values and attitudes. These are expressed

in the dilTerential socialization ol the boy and girl child into ditlerent roles




there-by consignig the girl-child to secondaly and subordinate roles with the
boy enjoying a "favourable treatment" {Kelly 1994}. Other studies have

Munachanga .. {1995} examined the barriers the girl-child faces within the
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educatioin system, poiiting out that educationists { from adiminitrators to the
classroom teacher} can be agents ol societal values and attitudes that
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that the girl-child is further disadvantaged in the classroom
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and ouiside. Kelly {1994} exammed ihe stivaiion of the giri-child mn relation

to the overal socio-economic status of Zambia. His study puts the girl-child

cxritbliian len smrmeder ~dbraitmie o dim ramalin oo na e vennr cbasdtad tm danlima
within the poverty ootaining i Zamoia sinice the economy started to decline

Kelly has anaiysed the predicament of the giri -child in much detail.
With the exception of K 1994}, the other studies cited above {like

many uncited ones} has conceitrated on the inequalities between men

and women in economic activities and between girls and boys in the




eduction system This study has opted to follow the line of Kelly
{1994} it has tried to mvestigate the socio-economic background of

those who have managed to reach university. This is because, despite

-

the fact that the girl-child is at the disadvantage the boy-child, some
giris manage to do even better than some boys and qualify to university.

According to Kalimaposo {1996}, generally the number of bot
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emales from rural and the urban poor homes will follow the trend has
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and segment girls according to their socio-economic backgroud so as to come
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disadvantaged. I'is 18 because the atirion rale {1.¢ the % ol girls



and the girl- child in school is superficial as there is envidence

have the chance to enter school and if they de the majority of

these drop out much faster than others; not because of of failure of

Therefore the study of the inequalities among female students can
open up new avenues of understanding the more disadvantaged girl
and help in determinig who among the girls in school have a greater
chance {taking into account her academic ability and competence} o enter
university. This study is helpful in understanding the real causes of
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education system poses. This study therelore concertrated on  linding
out the socio-cconomic background and cxamined the cxtent of the
inequalities among female students. It is hoped that the study has
been able to generalise who among the girls primary and secondary
schools has the geaier chance of overcoming the atiniion that girls face in

schools and probably enter nnversity.




doubt accepted the fact that these inequalities exist and disadvantage the
girl more than the boy despite the differences in soci¢-economic

background.The opting o examine the inequaiities among female students is
be given to th
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due to the need for appr
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disadvaitaged giils so as 10 @ fford the an oppoit tunity to enter uiversity. in

major assumption ol this study was that each girl 1s located dillerently m
space and cach cxpericnces lifc differently within the socio-cconome ¢o ontext

obtaining in Zambia, as a resuit each is affected differently dependig on the

~

socio-economic status of her famly It was assur ved that this is why some girls

('4

are able to enier the educatiom sysiem and manage io enter universuly winie
others don't despite being academically able. The final result is that there are
fewer female students from rural areas and the urban poor entering

muver51tvﬂ1an from urban and and rich families. The mamr oblectlve was to

In this study the lollowing lerms were delined as;



[1] socio-econmic hackground: refers to family economic family economic
assets and social class

[2] Female students: refers to school leavers only hence other categories were
excluded such as mature female students
[3] Entrance to unza: means female students who got into University on merit
after going through primary and secondary schools and were in their final
yeai.
r41 Urban arcas and schools: refered to places and schools in arcas statistically

- o

centre of that town.
[5] Rural areas and schools: refered io places and schools i areas siaiisiicaily
defined as rural with less than 50,000 within the administrative centre of that

v e
11,
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6] Academic achievement: meant that one is likely tocompete her education
and is likely to occupy a good position in socerty.
Favourable socio-economic environment refered to one's home environment in

ot evw sAwa = evass v atas

ioved facilities that enabled her to pursue her education with less
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Unfavourable sacio-economic environment: refered t
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- female students from all the schools at
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The study area was the University of Zambia U1es t bast Camp
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A self-admunistered questionaire was used because the population was /is

by
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tionship between socio-economic background and entrance to Unza, the

PP T Taarem wvos o
e W uUliZad8 was

¥}
‘

cu

[oid
)

cr

w

400, the respondents' untranceable mconsistences. Also the study phies
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vears. This means that most of them were born in mid 1970s and have lived

when the country has been experiencing econamic hardships which as impacted
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negatively on most households, affecting their ability to send children to school.

ACADEMIC INFORMATION

=th,.

SCHOOL | 1 year Z%year | 3° year | 4 year | 5 j6thyea | TOTAL
Education | 2 [20%] 3[30%] | 2 [20%] | 3 [30%] 10
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™ =) r A t‘\l [0’ Lt‘\l [Ql &~ 1LU !G] - l"\l I@j [(R¥]

Law 3130%] | 4 [40%] | 3 [30 %] 10

NiS 2 {20%)] 3 [30%] | 2 [20%] | 3{30%] i0
ArsrialNat A TANO/L1 2 rene.l 2 roNnoe/1 4 TAN0/L1 40N
nunlvn T - I__'vl .l -’ lvv, J 3 |_-v I\l_! L] llv’ j LR
TOTAL 6 [12%] 15130%] | 13126%] | 15[30%] | 1 [10%1 | 50 [100%]
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10% were in 5™ 8" year.About 40% were in science reianted facuities{ i.e

AREA PRIMARY SECONDARY TOTAL
tirhan 22 [RA4%%1 28 TR8R%1 SOr1009
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Rural 18 [28%] 22 [44%)] 50[100%]
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TYPE OF SECONDARY SCHOOL ATTENDED

TYPE OF SCHOOL SCORE
Singie and govt 14 [28%]
Singlc and missicnary 12 [24%]
Single and private 214% 1
Co- ed and govi 11 [22%]
Co- ed and missgionary 8 1168%1
Co- ed and private 3[6%]
TOTAL 50 [100%]

About 84% of the respondents attended ubarn primary eschool s with 58%
atteding urban secondary schoois. Oniy 28% and 44% attended primary and
secondary schools respectively. The assumption that there are more femaie
students from urban schoois and enviroments has been proved to be

correct. This can be attributed to more schoois more femaie teachers coupied
with availabiiity of facilities and sociai amenities in urban schoois than in rurai
areas.On the type of secondary school attended, 28% attended singie sex
government schoois 24% attended singie sex mission schocis compared to 22%

and 16% who attended ‘oo-education schools. Single sex and mission schoois are

said to have good facilities and an ensbling enviroment for studying[Mwansa
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1995]. The asumption that more female students come from good

has been proved to be true .

BENEFACTOR

SCORE

GUARDIN 14 [28%]

PARENTS | 36 [72%]

TOTAL 50 [100%]

Abcut 72% of the respondents indicated that ! ey stayed with their parents mos

circumstances children are likely to experience normal intheir parents’ homes.

MARITAL STATUS

Married 35 [70%])
Singie Z2 [4% ]
Dinorced 8 [16%]
widowed § [10%]

/0% of the respondents come from homes whose parents or guardians were
married. This indicate that the majority came from stabie homes or homes which

have not experiened some crisis in terms of death or divorce.



WHO WAS IN FORMAL EMPLOYMENT: WIFE / HUSBAND
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Both 9

S——

[25.7%)
OCny One i7 [ 48.5%]
Nonc 9 [ 25%]
TOTAL 35 [100%]

Of the 35 respondents about 48% of the respondents indicated that oniy one
parent or guardian was working compared to only 25.7% who had both parents
working. Oniy S of the respondents about 25.7% indicated that wives were
working too.

FAMILY SIZE

FAMILY SIiZE SCORES
0 0 [0%]
0-5 19 [38%]
5- 10 28 [58%]
Abave 10 2 [6%]

TOTAL S0[ 100%]

The majority of the respondents

about 56% indicated that they come from a

family size of between 5 -10 compared to 38% who come from a smaller family.

Therefore the assumption that the majority of female students come from a

smatier family has been d
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INCOME LEVEL

INCOME LEVEL SCORE

Below k50,000 4 [8% ]

80.000 - k180.000 | 22 [449%]

k150.000- k250.000 | 16 [32%]

Above «230.000 8 [i% %]

TOTAL 50[100%]

The maijority of the respondents about [44%)] indicated an approximate
income level of between k50. 000 -k150.000. with only 16% indicating an income
above k250.00. With the current economic situation obtaining in the country even
if coverted to the 1985 real currency value, the majority of the respondents came
from homes whose income can’t sunstain them to live a decent life.

it can be concluded that the maijority of the respondents come from urban areas,
attended urban primary schools, went to good secondary schools { though a
good number attended secondary schools in rurai plances especiaily mission
schools despite their place of resindence being in urban areas }. The majority of
the respondents would be said to come from places that enabled them to live a

good life. Hovever it is important to look at their socio-economic status ,
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ownership of economic assets school relanted facilities’ and household
facilities. According to Central Statistics, Zambians can be grouped into 6 social

those engagedd in farming which have been classfied as ;

nd Commercial farmers. Thos
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occupy lesser positions reside in medi

Factors associated with high cost residential areas inciude availability of water,
electricity, aood housing, a popuiated enviroment | they have social infiuence,

A 1994} This makes it easy for their children and guardian

good life, and other social services such as schools and medical services, The

EPIT e Wl

scale farmers, 8% from commercial farmers, 16% came from those residing in
low cost areas, 38% from those residing in mdium cost areas and 20% from those

residing in high cost areas. Therefore, the majority can be said to be coming

from the middie class with the least coming from those involved in commercial



farming{i.e % }.who in most ca

are in the majority{ L C M S 1996}

)

OWNERSHIP OF ECONOMIC ASSETS.

£

ses are few compared to peasant farmers who

ess | Transpo | Farming Fishing TOTAL Soc1al
n inputsiimpiements equipment (lass
e | 0% 3[50%] 1[16.6%] SN ffmcf/ Scale Fan
jre 1 [33%] 2 [50%] 0[0%] P oo Seale Fanmed
100% | 3 [100%] 3 [100%] 1[33.3% |3 (6% ‘
| [ymml,daf/ Fanin oo
162%] 2 [25%] 1[12.5%] 0 [0%] e Loy Cos7
nETel | A121%] 2[10.5 %] 2p10.5% | OBOR |\ by Cost
SEo%l | 7(0% | G[e0%] 3PO%. o | pynheded £
wean | 7AW | 1734%) TIAR] . 80N00% | T TR 1

income. However this study did not

bhussnes

Ownership of economic assets

capacity to solve social and economic problems. This includes the family’s

monetary capacity to send their children to school with less d

there are four types of economic assets as indicated a

transport sectors. About 84% across the social stra

come from homes involved in some bussness and hence

by a family is a clear indicator of that family 's

ifficulty. | n Zambia
bove i.e bussness, mosly
involving trading in food and non- food stuffs, farming fishing and the

tum indicated that they

had some entra
venture into finding out as to what type of

s they were involved in. it is however possible ,to suggest that the
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majority of the non- farming community were more and directly involved in non

- agricultural prduces unlike the farming community and marketeers.

implements

b= ) 3

{with the c

community owned little or nothing in terms of transport and fishing.For the non-

farming community those in low cost were leading

=J =t LIRS LA =

as compared to those in the medium and high cost resindential areas. However,

st owned some form of transport and fihsing

students, the across the social stratum, came from homes with less economic
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assets as can be seen from the tahle abovelexcept those from commercial

farmers who owned a sizable assets} only 34% ( i.# 17 out of 50 jowned

34% ( Iv€ 17 out of -Sﬁ)-wned some farming implements, and
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Social Class | Electric | Water/ | Furniture/ | Domestie/ | TOTAL
Gadgets Eiectricty/ beddings Servant

Emall 0 {0%] 2 [33.3%] 4 166.8%] 070% 1 8 [12%]
Medium 010%] 2 50%] 4 [100%] 070%1 4[8% 1
Commerciai | 3 {160%)] 3 [100%] 3 [100%] 3 {100%] 3{8% ]
Low Cost 2 [37%]) 68 175%] 8 1100%} 1112%] 8 116%]
Mdium Cost | 16 [84%)] 18 100%] 17 [89%] 6[31%] 19 [38%]
High Cost | 10 [[100%] | 10 [100%] 10[100%] | 6 [60%] 18 | 20%]
TOTAL 32 [ 64%] 37 [74% 1 46 [92% 1 16 [ 32%] 50[ 100%

one comes from a favourable home, enabling him or her to pursue his or her

£

ere grouped into 4 categories, [1]Electrical gadgets included cooker ,radio,

categories. [ t u ker radio
fridge, v.c.r, tv, .[2] Water and electricity included piped water, bore hole,
solar energy and gas .[ 3 JFurniture and beddings included: beds,
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table above show that those from small scale farmers and low cost ar

mmercial farmers and high

unfavourable homes. This indicates why few female students from these

social groups enter Unza compared to those coming from, medium ¢

high cost residential areas. A combination of economic assets and household
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facilities makes it possibie for one to have ac
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FACILITIES ENJOYED DURING PRIMARY AND SECONDARY

SCHOOLS
Social | Spare | 3meals | Pocket | guaidance | Extra tulton | Medicai School
Clags | time iDay money G ;;igg..‘ attention requisits
Smal | 486%1 | 2033% | 3150% 1 | 5m3%) | orowl |3 mo%l | a0 |
Medium | 4[100 | 1125% ] | 2150% 1 | 41100% | 1125%1 |3 [75%1 1125 %
Commerci | 2[66% ] 1133%1] 3 [100%1 3 100% [66.6%] 30100 } 31100%
Low 7187%] 2125%] 11125%] 8[100%] | 2 [25%] | 6l 75%] 126 %]
Medium 19100% | 4[21%] 9 147%) 17[89%] |3 (1571 | 14[73%] 5026 ]
High 10100% | 2 [30%) 10[100% | A[a0%)] | 0 [90%1 | 7[70%] A [60]
TOTAL | 46102% | 11122%] | 28 [56%] 4500% ] | 17134%] | 38 [72%] 16[32%)]
T he table above show school relanted facilities which they had enjoyed

during their primary and secondary school pe

riod on

a regular basis

. These

included , spare time for studying, a minimum of 3 meals per day, pockect and

transport money, entra tuition, school guindance and counselling, medical

attention and school requisites{ shoes, u

fees}. A bout 46{92%} out of 50 had spare tim

ims, note and text books an

e for studies,

Ar

11{2

school

o joutof 5

had&minimum of 3 meals a day . 28 about 56% out of 50 had access to pocket

or transport money. 45 {90%} cut of 50 had enjoyed some form of school

guindance and counselling and

17 [34% ] had enjoyed school requisites. What

comes up clearly from the information in the table above is that the majority of

the respondents irrespective of their socio-

economic background enjoyed on a
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minimum of 3 meals a day.

The data in the table above show marked differences with those ¢
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. medium scale farmers

and low cost residential areas having had enjoyed less of the facilities. Those
from the medium cost residential areas show a favourable acces to these

facilities. From the responses as analysed above several facts come up with

regard to who among the girls in primary and s

chance of entering Unza and br ak through the barriers that hinder the qgirl-

D
2.
[
0
)
=
Q
3
1]
N
e}
D
D
3
f
3,
<
1]
-~
0,
=y
g
D
[o N
5
n
3
- ]
7]
]
o]
3
(']
1
L

....... s those residing in high cost
L "} b

pport them and pr vide for their school requarements.

Thg findings of this research has noted that even those who come from poor
they Wt e

families are able to enter university if -+ > to good schools  with a minimum

support from either the parents or guardians. But the majority of girls from rural
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areas, urbarn schools and mission school

to redress this trend.More important is tha

inequalities which exist between qirls from differen
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child. This means that the rural girl is in a more prearious situation than the urban
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girl and needs more help if she has t
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--concerted efforts be directed | at reduncing poverty and improving rural
conditions such as provision of clean water, rural electrificatin, t.v receptions |
good roads ,credit facilities and agricuitural services so as to promote farming
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recommend the follwing:
__ ihai a quoia sysiem be iniroduce which caiegorise siudenis according to their

nwete ) thann
\-n“,! LAAVUIN

+
(9

financially.
thai counseiiing services be ‘ciass’sensitive when a femaie student presents her
problem at the counsclling centre so as o help cach students’ speefic meeds.

that complaints abont roomate inc viniencing be attended to with the view to

ensure that those from less privalledged homes are not incovinienced in their studies.

__ that the system of ‘buddiing’ femaie sudenis in in uncoveniionnai big flanis in

encouranged to use it. This will help those from rural areas.
__And thai the university shouid empioy hosiei matrons to heip those who get

pregnant at while studying and comc sutside Lusaka. The university should also have

Oxford Press. Oxford.



&
o))
n
e
P
k)]
>
=3
175
o'
=
£
=2
g
£
&
k=
=3
£
1)
o'
£
>
Nej
o )
o))
—

SO

cef/

The Classroom: Uni

€

1151

tal 1995 Learnig From

vaSe

hbol

(]

jachonga L. M. 1995 Barriers T

«

¢
»-

-l

Firance 1o Unza: A Case Ol Unvra:

Al
N

——
et

-
e

a:

1

amb1

L 4

T,

ucation In Z

1
g

(88

A

Analvsis

unicef Lusaka




T?\TQ'TDTT(“TT(\Y\TQ The anaction

<1
A AW &uwuv&va. N SAL GERL
~

rae o

i 4
information given wiil be used for just that. You are therefore requeste 1o heip me to get
the information as reqguested Anv cO nlainte can be directed to me in Ak4.23 You

5495 8.0 8T 244000 S e T eV -Ar‘mum LS YU Aiae aza s as

e 4

answermg aii the q\ICSUOHS contiained in this quesmnaxre wiii be apprecmtea

{1}Sex fa] male Ib] female

{ZIAge...coeenen.

{3}School enrolied and qoata. QOO e
Quotaeg BAEAOr BSC.oooovviviinisrmeiirmsreeees

{4} Year of study......co..

{5t Where you stayed most of your teen years i.e from birth up to 19 years.

fal nrhan name the town
L“ ASA L/WAAS ASMAA. SAS PV AReessasossscsrassrnnes

[b] rural name the place.........covweve.

{6} Whom did you stay with during o this period? {a}Parents {b}Guardians {c}Others

-y v _-..... w1

{7}Marital status of the one choosen in {6} above
[a]Married [b] Single [¢] Separeted [dIDivorced el Widowed

{811t your answer 10 {7} above is |a] were both husband and wite working?
foa1RAth {‘\1 Ninlv one I~1TR th TRTOr

a nnt
u]uu\ml UJ uluv lv_‘ YYWEW LAUL VY

2} lerbiqe

{9}Staye their occupations if the answer to {8} above is |a] or|b}

(] Wife. oo [DhuSDand......cvivernrinseicseieee

"y

{9} Approximaie income level of ihe family ja] below k50,000 [B] k50,000--k150.000



{11Primary School attended; NAME.........occvvvvieeiiiiieiiiiiiiniinnns and where situated
fa] urban [b] rural

Secondary School attended . Name...........c.ccooeveann. and where situated
{ajurban [bjrurai

f1AY T oo, 1. a1 | P 1. 17 1T M e . 1 7

{12} Type ol Secundary Schout aiiended [a] Co-educaiion and governeni

123727 Qi sln anae nand savrnzanzat [l cfo ol o cnee cond aedoaionnims Mol gisnala coer ~
Y1a71af SingIC ACK and govemcent o) MHEI» scx and missinar Y1 ] 8 ug}» scx and pﬁvaw
{14} Put 2 circle on the items tou enjoyed on a regular basis during your Primary and

{'ﬂ spare time for private otur‘x’r {

VA iy Gve O

o2
——

{15} Tick the items that are /were in your home over the past 10 years

[a] beds and matresses[b] v set [¢] radio [d] V .C.R [¢] fumiture [[] (ridge [g] electric
cooker [g] car;van,truck pipcd water,[h] clectricity [i] computer gagets [j] domestic

servants |k} plough |1} tractor |m] handgriding nnll in} hammer milljo} crop sprayer

rn."\trr-ucln Al pottlalel fichina ‘\o t[c]mnf r cucla and anv onfofn
(R LA A 22 l.q.l VOALLAWE A | AEDLALLE UUGL D §1IUY o1 Lo S A e e € )

116V Would you say your arente or onardiane were lalgmall gcale farmers 1bl Adinm
L ou, par T o 1ans were [ajsmall scalc rarmers oy medium

yov ARw S/
r

scaie famers {c] comercial farmers {d

| SM—)
=
Q
=
[]
5
e
o

{17} would you say you siayed in [a] low cosi houses [b] medium cost [¢] high cosi
houses

{18} Was the house [a] rented by parents or by guardians [b]by employers [c] or owned
by parcnt or guardians



