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ABSTRACT

Racial conflict in South Africa stems from whites' determination to
perpetuate their monopoly of land and cheap labour resources, by means of
political supremacy, and African opposition fto this control. This African
opposition stems from the common values which industrial and urban society
has created in the country and which lead Africans to assert their right to
equality and to share in economic wealth. The escalation of conflict in the
fifties and early sixities was due to intensified white efforts to entrench
their'position and intensified black efforts to resist and challenge this
hegemony. The aspirations for the common society dominated African thinking
in these years. Whites became increasingly dependent on coercion as a means
of conflict resolution. The policy of territorial balkanization of the
country, called separate development, is a white attempt to expel this
conflict from the urban areas of white privilege by granting Africans
autonomy in rural "Homelands" or "Bantustans" while retaining white control
of economic wealth. The policy rejects racial integration which would end
white privilege and instead seeks "political independence with economic
interdependence®. Africans living in the cities who are not empioyed by
whites are expelled to the rural areas. Bantu Education is used to ensure
that Africans will continue to remain a low-paid proletariat. Border indus—
tries, created near the Bantustans ensure that capital resources remain in
white hands while black labour is located nearby. And the Bantustans them—
selves aim to give Africans citizenship of these rural, tribally defined

areas while denying them such citizenship in the rest of the country. 3But



conflict in South Africa shows a distinct causal relationship between African
aspirations and perceptions of deprivation on the one hand, and conflict, on
the other. Whether or not such a relationship exists in the Bantustans as
well, will determine whether or not such a policy of conflict externalization
can succeed.

The Transkei is the prototype Bantustan. Here the chiefs have been given
power and electoral representation has been confined to a minority of the
seats in the Legislative Assembly. In 1963, when the elected seats went
overwhelmingly to candidates opposing apartheid, the chiefs were able to
ensure that their pro-apartheid leader formed the first Transkei government.
Yet the Transkei Legislative Assembly has provided a platform for anti-
apartheid criticism of the government and the small electoral mechanism has
required the chiefs to seek a popular mandate for their policies. The result
has been that the black version of apartheid has been expressed as a policy
seeking an end to white domination and calling for a racially exclusive
society free of white exploitation of blacks. In the 1968 election such
racial symbols appear to have helped the chiefs win a majority of the elected
seats. And their victory has led to a further intensification of grievance
articulation against the white government. In the name of apartheid, the
Transkei has demanded more land, greater economic development and indepen-
dence for the region.

Poverty has also resulted in a renewal of populist agitation and vio-
lence (there was a populist revolt in 1960 against apartheid land policies)
and tﬁis resurgence is likely to further intensify demands from the Transkei

as chiefs attempt to maintain their new political support. Increasingly the



demands are being made in terms of African poverty and are inclusive of
African life in the rest of South Africa as well as the Transkei. The
relationship between persisting deprivation and conflict appears to hold for

the Transkei as well.
The conflict externalization policy would thus appear to be misconceived.

Events indicate that the urban African is likely to increase in numbers and

thus the Transkei appears to be an additional source of conflict rather than

a means of perpetuating white privilege.
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PREFACE

The Transkei occurnies 16,230 sqmuare miles of the north-eastern Cane
Province of South Africe. Tt is hounded by Natal in the north, the Indien
Ocean in the east, the Kei River in the south =nd Lesotho in the north-
west. Its people are predominantly Xhoca-speaking, althourh a mirnority
sncak Sesotho and there were, in 1963, some 20,000 whites (rredominantly
traders ardfarmers). The Trarskei renresents thc last line of resistarce
of the Xhosas against the white settlers after a century of wars which
began in the 1770's. The YXhos:z had occupied the eastern Cane a5 far south
a= the Fish River, but were driven bhack over the Kei during these wars.

In the last three decades of the nineteenth century, the Cape Colony
gradually and systematically annexed the Transkei until in 1894, thg
entire area was brought under white rule. TIn 1903 the region was divided
into 27 magisterial districts under a Chief Megistrate who had his seat in
Umtata.

The wars hed stopped the nrocess of centralisation through which Xhosa
volitical life was going, so that the tribe never achieved the political
cohesion which cheracterised their fellow Wguni, the Zulu of Natal. In
fact, the Xhosa wars helped to divide the tribe by arresting this process
and by dividins the Xhosa land into two main regions - the Cickei and the
Mpanckei — which resulted in the Transkei alone developirg nine tribal
regions: Fastern Pondoland (Qakeni), Wes*tern Pondoland (Wyanda) Ccaleka,

Tembuland (Dalindyebo) Fmigrsnt Tembuland, Fincoland, Emboland, Umzimkulu
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and Maluti with four Paramount Chiefs over them. The Ciskei, in addition,
boasted one Paramount Chief, but was fragmented into a patchwork of African
occupied land surrounded by white farms and towns.

After the annexation of 1894, the Transkeian Territories General
Council was formed for the four districts of Butterworth, Idutvwa, Tsomo
and Ngamakwe, over which the magistracy presided. In addition, another
magistracy controlled Tenﬂnﬂandf&pm Umtata, and a third ruled Pondoland
from Kokstad. 1In 1931, the TTGC was exnanded into the United Transkeian
General Council (UTTGC) whose president was the Chief Magistrate of the
resion and on which sat the magistrates of 26 of the districts (the 27th,
Mount Currie, was entirely white owned, remesins so today, and did not
participvate in Transkeian Native Administration). Bach district »nrovided
three African Councillors while the four Paramount Chiefs were represented
ex officio. Control bv the magistrates was tight, the UTTGC (or Bunga as
it was called) never had more than advisory powers on purely local mattiers,
and the general emphasis was on direct rule by white officials. None-the-
less, although a part of the Cape Province, Transkeian Native Administra-
tion had, to some extent, a separate identity in Union government admini-
stration. In 1936 this was given emphasis when the Native Land and Trust
Act, froze African rights in land to what were called the Native Reserves,
including the Transkei.

The Nationalist Party government which came to power in 1948 was
dedicated to entrenching racial segregation in South Africa in all regions

of social intercourse. As opposition to this government's policies



developed, both internally and internationally, the policy developed into
an attempt to balkanise the country into black and white regions; apart-—
heid (separation) became separate development. The first attempt to
implement this policy - The Bantu  Authorities Act of 1951 - moved
Native Administration from direct to indirect rule, vesting powers of local
administration in the hands of the chiefs. This resulted in the chiefs
being identified by their subjects as agents of white rule and culminated
in the 1960 rebellion of the peasants in the Transkei. This revolt, allied
to urban unrest and international anger, led to the rapid implementation of
the second nhase of the policy of separate development, represented by the
Promotion of Bantu Self-Government Act of 1959 which envisaged self-
government or local autonomy for the Reserves, now officially renamed Home-
londs. The Verwoerd government, in response to all the pressures stated
above, passed the Trenskei Constitution Act in 1963, making the Transkei
the pilot project in the lecal antonomy policy. The Transkei thus became
the first Bentustan - 2 name bestowed sardonically onthe project by a
government orponent, and one that has achieved almost official usage. The
Tranckei was the best ecuipped reserve for such an experiment. It was the
only one which had a legacy of local government by Africanc and the only
one which had not become a ratchwork of small pieces of African land broken
up by white settlement. In addition, it had felt the impact of mission
education which had given its people an educated elite capable of running

a small, local bureaucracy. But the region was also overstocked, over-

populated, ard 2lmost totally dependent on its labour force migrating to the
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towns for work while its women and children subsidised low urban wages with
subsistence agricrlture.

The Transkei Africans who have co-ovnerated with the zovernment in the
application of separate devclopment to the region have been condemned by
man;” observers as the stooges of the government. 1In particular, Chief
Keiser Matnnzima, their leader, has incurred deep hatred from many Africans,
liverals and leftists as a government lackey. In this thesis I set out to
examine the debates of the Transkei Legislative Assembly (which replaced
the Bunga in 1963 and wac dominated by the chiefs) to see what Africans were
saying in this region of the countrr. I found that among all the expressions
of faith in separate development, there was a growing series of demands being
made of the South African government, and that after the 1968 election,
these demands became increasingly militant and were expressed in the
language of African nationalism -~ albeit with a strongly racial flavour. T
was then forced to go beyond a mere examinstion of expresséd attitudes, to
seek the cause of such attitudes (articulated after all by supposed stooges
of the white administration) in the nature of conflict in South Africa during
the three centuries of white settlement and government.

In the first chapter I have endeavoured first to analyse the nature of
this conflict between the races in the overall social structure of South
Africa. I have contended that a colonial pattern of relationships has
persisted in the country even after independence in 1910, that this created
African perceptions of deprivation as a result of the white monopoly of

economic resources and resulted in conflict. This conflict was determined,
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in scope, by the rapid process of urbanisation and proletarianisation of

the African. The increasing conflict of the fifties and sixties left the
whites with only coercion as a means of conflict resolution. The Bantu-
stans were thus inaugurated as an alternative means of conflict resolution,
to provide politicél placebos for Africans while the economic basis of

white exploitation was perpetuated. The rest of the thesis examines African
attitudes in the Transkei to determine whether or not such a policy, which

I have conceptualised as conflict externali%zation, can succeed.

In the second chapter I have examined the emergence of issues in The
Transkei up until the 1968 Transkeian election. The debates between the
two main parties indicated that demands were made of the Scuth African
government not only by the Democratic Party which ovvoses separate develon-
ment, but also by the party of the chiefs, the TNIP, which began to preach
an exclusivist, racial message of escape from white rule.

In the third chapter, which examines the 1968 Trarckei election, this
racial ethic crystallized and a new coalition hetween chiefs =nd the
educat~d elite began to emerge, advocating that separation through the
impoverished Transkei was preferable to continued white control. This
theme developed further after the election and, by 1970, Matangzima and his
allies were emnloying nationalist and racial symbols to create local
sunrort for their demands for complete indevendence from South Africa,
ereater economic development of the region, and more land.

My concluding chapter seeks to relate these iscues to the general

nature of conflict in South Africa, holding that the persistence of depri-



vation does not allow African leaders to remain government stooges; noveriy
leads to conflict even in the Transkei. This is exacerbated by what
appears to be a process of social change, particularly class change, in
terms of socizl roles, intensified by the very externalization stretegy
which seeks to obviate conflict. This process of social change is only
tentatively drawn; it requires far more study than I have been able to
undertake and raises many ~ruestions for futther examination. Nevertheless,
conflict externaligation would avpear to be itransforming itself, at the

African end of the relationship, into conflict extension.
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CHAPTER I
THE FUNCTION OF BANTUSTANS: CONFLICT ‘'EXTERNALIZATION'.

South Africa's Bantustan policy flows from its history of racial con-
flict. It is intended as a strategy of conflict resolution through the
expulsion, or "externalization" of conflict frﬁm the areas of white privi-
lege and wealth. The elaboration of these propositions rests on the basic
premise that the pattern of race relations and the control of vast privi-
lege by white South Africans is essentially a form of colonial social
structure in which white exploitation of the black population operates
through the control of land and cheap labour resources. This structure
manifests social conflict between the races and is hence inextricably bound
up with, and responsive to, the anti-colonial movement which has been a
distinctive feature of recent world history. It is precisely the tension
between privileged and underprivileged generated by this colonial structure
in South African society that the Bantustan policy seeks to resolve at the
political level, while maintaining the economic nature of white affluence and
privilege. To understand this strategy of what I have termed conflict
externalization, we must first understand the cause and nature of conflict
in South African society. The first century of conflict, to 1870, was
based on African resistance to white colonization (which was largely accom-

plished by force of arms). After the discovery of minerals, first at
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Kimberley in 1867 and then at Johannesburg in 1886, South Africa's social
structure rapidly changed from that of a rural economy to one with an urban,
industrial base. While social change proceeded at an increasingly rapid
pace, the basically exploitative nature of the relationship of whites with
blacks remained the same. African opposition changed from tribal exclusivism
to demands for equality within the context of a common society. The rapid
pace of industrialization increased African perceptions of their deprived
position and the aspirations which the urban socieiy created among them led
to the steady escalation of their demands for equality. The election to
power of the Nationalist Party in 1948, led to an aggravation of African
deprivation which in turn resulted in the escalation of conflict. After the
Sharpeville Massacre in 1960, the white government found itself under severe
international pressure and increasingly reliant on coercion to maintain order
at home. Bantustans, the creation of "homelands" for different African
tribes in return for the denial of citizenship rights to Africans in the
white—-owned parts of South Africa, was hastily removed from the theoretical
tenets of apartheid policy and applied in practice. By creating such home-
lands, in alliance with the traditional African chiefs, it was hoped that the
political aspirations of the Africans would be satisfied, while the economic
basis of white affluence would remain unchallenged in its control of land and
African migrant labour resources.

The history of conflict in South Africa during the process of coloniza-
tion shows two strong and persistent lines of cleavage. The first is the

division between its black and white citizens, which we can term the major
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line of cleavage. This has largely dominated the three centuries since

Van Riebeeck landed at the Cape in 1652. The other is the struggle between
what are called Boer and Briton% It began as the conflict between Dutch
authority and Dutch settler, changed to the dislike of the frontiersman for
the new British administration, was complicated by the arrival of settlers
of British stock who tended to see their interests as closer to the imperial
power than their fellow settlers and rigidified into Afrikaner - Anglo
(really non-Afrikaner) hostility with the Boer war - a hostility which has
been muted, but not extinguished, by time. Because the warring white groups
were always ready to combine against the black man, and because their
squabbles have always depended on the absence of colour conflict as a pre-
condition for feeling that they are safe enough to fight, this can be termed
the minor line of conflict.

The minor line of conflict is our concern here only insofar as it shows
that, regardless of which white group emerged successful from any encounter,
the black man was an almost inevitable victim. Indeed, the dispute between
the white groups was often predicated on interpretations of treatment of the
Africans. Thus in the early Cape settlement, the early settlers rapidly left
the colonial boundaries and began to settle on land in the interior. They
confiscated land and cattle from the Nama and slaughtered the Khoi? These
frontier trekkers moved eastwards into the eastern Cape, acquiring land and
livestock, killing off the local inhabitants or turning them into forced
labourers, and asserting a growing independence of the colonial authority.

Their treatment of their labourers (and also of their imported slaves) led to
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an assertion of their claim to be a law unto themselves., "It is significant
of white attitudes that when the colonists first revolted égainst the govern-
ment, they rose not in defence of their own liberties but to deprive Africans
of land and stock"%

The same attitude manifests itself in the Great Trek of 1834 when Boers
trekked to rid themselves of British restraints on their use and abuse of
Africans? ",.. the Boers did not know anything about native administration
but they knew what they disliked - and that was the British conception of
it"? The British were too powerful to need to tolerate revolts like those of
1795, and their policy of conciliating the Nama to use them against the Xhosa,
was bitterly resented by the Boers. The nature of this inter-white conflict
as dependent to a large degree on attitudes to the black man is illustrated
time and again in South African history. The 1922 sirike on the Rand by
white miners was a direct result of white working class opposition to the
mine owners'! desire to use chéaper black labour.

Hertzog's Pact Government of Afrikaner nationalists and white labour,
which won the 1924 election (after the mine strike) was intent on removing
Africans from the common roll in the Cape. He was unable to alter the con-
stitution without the support of the Smuts opposition. Since Africans voted
against Hertzog, such support was not forthcoming. However, after the coali-
tion between the two in 1934, Smuts' supporters enjoyed a share in government,
the "liberal™ wing no longer needed the black vote, and in 1936 the Africans
- were removed from the common roll. The parallel with the 1892 situation in

the Cape is obvious.
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The mejor line of conflict, between black and white South Africans,
is our primary focus. The history of South Africa demonstrates the persis-—
tence of this race conflict as well as the persisting nature of the depriva-—
tion of African rights. In the 1770s the first contact between the colonists,
moving north and east, was made with a Bantu - speaking people. The first
major clash with the Xhosa occurred in 1779 when the advance of the colonists
was checked. The Xhosa proved an equal match for the settlers and "left to
themselves, the colonists might have been forced to negotiate on teims
favourable to the Xhosa"? But the British took over the Cape, subdued the
Boers and then turned their attention to the Xhosa. The Xhosa Wars lasted
a century, to 1879. During this time they were driven further back from the
Fish River until the sixth Xhosa War of 1834 saw them driven over the Kei
River. Their last resistance came in 1877; after this the British progres—
sively annexed the Transkei area into the Cape Colony, from 1879 to 1894.

The Transkei represented, not the area of historical settlement of the Xhosa
(as apartheid propoganda claims today) but the line of last resistance of the
Xhosa.

Meanwhile, other tribes in South Africa were also suffering colonial
conquest and the loss of their land. The Zulu were finally defeated in 1879
zululand being annexed in 1887. The Sotho lost the entire territory of the
Orange Free State and were saved from greater loss by the British annexation
of Basutoland in 1868. 1In the Transvaal, the Boers set up the South African
Republic, took vast tracts of land and legislated that there would be no

equality in church or state for people of colour. South Africa was thus



colonised in more than a century of bloody colonial wars in which settlers
more often than not led the way.

The discovery of diamonds in Kimberley in 1867 intensified the coloni-
zation process. It is interesting to note that the British finally defeated
the African tribes in the 25 years which followed this discovery - as well
as annexing the Boer Republics for a short time? The resistence of the
tribes was over; only momentarily in 19068 and 19229 was resistance to take
a traditional form. The discovery of gold on the Witwatersrand resulted
in a vast influx of non-Boer whites to mine the metal. The focus of conflict
relations shifted for more than two decades to the struggle of the Boers to
resist the expansion of British imperialism. The defeat of the Boers after
the South African War made them the epitome of the victims of imperialism.
They became the darlings of anti-colonial sentiment, the basis of Hobson's
denunciation of financier-motivated imperialism%o In the wave of
indignation over the suffering of the Boers, the black man was completely
forgotten. By the Act of Union, South Africa became a dominion under white
hegemony in 1910.

Independence had been achieved without the relationship between black
and white, based as it was on conquest and expropriation of land, being
altered.

The discovery of gold changed the nature of African deprivation by
ushering in a modern process of industrialism, dependent as it was on vast

labour requirements.



"Wars, conquest and annexations provided one of the primary
requisites of industrialism - an uprooted peasantiry available
at low cost for rough manualwork. Peasant communities lost their
self-sufficiency under the pressures resulting from confisca~
tion of their land and cattle, the imposition of taxes, the
substitution of traders' merchandise for domestic products,
the spread of education and Christianity. Wage earning
became unavoidable for increasing numbers of men and women.
Members of small agrarian societies had to acquire the dis-
cipline and skills of the industrial worker, accustom them~
selves to urban society, learn the laws and language of the
conqueror". (11)

The industrial and urban process of social change achieved an inexora-
bility in South African unmatched in any other African territory. Today
over 40% of the country's population live in the urban, industrial areas
of the country; few people have a life perspective which is devoid of an
urban experience. The future nature of conflict was manifested in the
integrated society. White and black, colonist and colonised, became South
Africans in 1910. The economy brought them into an increasingly intimate
contact from then on. But the social relations which were established in
the colonial period remained the same: Africans lost all rights to acquire
land in 1913 and 1936, they continued to be politically powerless
(increasingly so from 1913 onwards) economically impoverished and exploited
through a long succession of Indusirial Conciliation legislation and

confined to low status relationships vis-a-vis whites.



In a colonial society in which people of one colour conquer those of
another, the basic exploitative motivation of colonialism12 is merged with
and strengthened by, the racial nature of the exploitation. The fact that
people of one culture and colour overcome people of another culture and colour,
enables the exploitative process to be justified through a web of status
relationships which claim racial and cultural superiority for the exploiter.
The exploitation of labour is the primary manifestation of this process. The
native's (in the sense of indigenee) labour is exploited doubly: first as
labour and secondly because he is a native and so it is claimed that he needs
less to satisfy his inherently lower standard of living].’3 The process per-
petuates deprivation: the native earns less because he is a native and his
low earnings set for him a standard of living which is used to justify his low
wage.

The native is also debarred from political power. Again racial
inferiority is used to rationalize this deprivation. He is not ready for
such responsibility until he is civilized. Government must remain in respons—
ible hands; the "civilizing mission" imposes on the colonialist the respons-
ibility to see that Christian civilization is preserved. Yet it is precisely
at the point when an educated Westernized element emerges among Africans that
this cry becomes strongest. Faced with the new elite which is the product of
the very acculturation process which industrialization creates, the colonial
authority falls back on the traditional leadership as South Africa has in the

Transkei; the educated native becomes "cheeky".



CONFLICT AND COHESION.

South Africa's history demonstrates, therefore, the utility of a conflict
approach 1o a study of its political process and problems. In terms of South
Africa's peculiar international position, as the contemporary epitome of
racial discrimination, exploitation and repression, the need for such an
approach might at first seem pointless. But an examination of the literature
on South Africa reveals that very few studies have ever approached their sub-
ject from the sociological viewpoint of conflict:.L4 And only one of these has
successfully produced a picture of the nature and growth of the conflict
between black and white in a dynamic soci-historical form%5 For the most
part, studies of South Africa have been historical or descriptive}6 Much of
the work has been based on moral values examining social costs],'7 or on
economic rationality, analysing opportunity costs%8

In fact, it has been claimed that social cohesion is a more important
variable in the study of South Africa's history than social conflict; that
the society is held together by bonds greater than the elements which tend it
towards fragmentation}g The notion of "linked utilities"™ posits that the
races are held together by a subjective percéption that for one to prosper
the other must also (thus causing blacks to remain largely apathetic to
African nationalist exhortations) and an objective experience that wages tend
1o rise faster than expected creating a feeling that while whites prosper to
a greater extent than blacks, blacks rely on this to prosper themselves.

20

"Should economic progress slow down, the situation will change".  The linked

utilities thesis is employed by Edward Feit to account for the failure of the
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1952 -~ 1956 ANC Programme of Action, when civil disobedience and boycotts of
government institutions were attempted by Africans, Asians and some whites.

"Linked utilities™ can at best be seen as regulating the level or inten-
sity of conflict rather than the conflict itself. Indeed, an analysis of the
years on which it is based (1952-6) indicates that, far from being apathetic,
Africans were in fact highly responsive to nationalist appeals. In the case
of the Defiance Campaign of 1952, volunteers far exceeded the number of
resisters who could be accommodated in the defiance plans?l The campaign
failed because of new legislation which increased the levels of police re-
pression against resisters. In the case of the school boycott of Bantu
Education under the ANC Programme of Action, countless families responded to
the party's call to keep their children at home. The campaign was broken by
the government's decision to expel all children who did not immediately return
{0 school, not by apathy?2 Africans could not afford to deny their children
education, whatever the type.

At the outset, it is necessary to examine what we mean by conflict, so
that we shall be able to understand why it is considered here a more useful
approach than linked utilities. Social conflict refers to all social inter-
action which is of antagonistic nature. It is thus a process of human
relations requiring, at least, two parties. We are not concerned here with
psychological notions of conflict within the individual. Simmel describes
conflict emanating from several factors (love, hate, aggression and, in
passing, clashing interests)g3

But, by focusing on the clash of material interests between the two
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races?4 we will be able to confine our discussion to the most rational motives
of conflict, since the irrational or emotional roots of conflict in South
Africa such as culture and feelings of aggression, hostility and physical
or racial repugnance, flow from the cleavage formed on lines of material
interest.
Such an approach also focuses on the realistic aspects of conflict:
nSocial conflicts that arise from frustrations of specific demands
within a relationship and from estimates of gains of the partici-

pants, and that are directed at the presumed frustrating object,
can be called realistic conflicts.

ves Non-realistic conflicts, on the other hand, are not occasioned

by the rival ends of the antagonists, but by the need for tension

release of one or both of them".(25)
While non-realistic aspects of conflict are also manifest in South Africa,
they do not appear at the cenire of tensions belween white and black. It
might be claimed that an incident iike the anti-Asian riots by Africans in
Durban in 1949 was an instance of non-realistic conflict though this is
arguable; but it cannot be held that the basic nature of the dispute between
white overlordship and black claims for equality were based on anything other
than the most realistic claims for political and economic redefinition of the
social struciure.

We have used the term "antagonistic" to describe conflict relationships.
The term denotes a continuum of human action ranging from verbal protestation
- to physical violence. Various degrees or levels of disagreement are covered
by the term. This implies that we are less concerned with the success or

failure of a conflict action in terms of change, than with its cause and

nature. The predictive value of the conflict relationship is outside the
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scope of this examinationj the literature of South Africa is already littered
with prophecies of disaster which have proved wrong because, necessarily,
they assume a given set of vari;bles interacting in a given way?

Unfortunately, the notion of antagonism raises with it a.psychological
problem, that of motivation. Is a speech made by an African in the Transkei
which, unconsciously, challenges some tenet of apartheid, still a manifesta-
tion of conflict? One must argue that it is. To prove motivation or intent
in our examination of expressed attitudes would make study of thesé attitudes
impossible. The fact that our hypothetical statement issues a challenge to
the pattern of privilege and exploitation by white over black, must be held
to be sufficient of itself; it serves a function independent of its motiva~
tion. The social cohesion approach te South Africa is based on the acceptance
of the fact that South Africa is an integrated society in which the races
share a broad range of common values and aspirations. The conflict approach
does not however reject the notion of the integrated society. Rather, con-
flict is seen as emerging from the intimacy of the interaction between races.
Simmel has noted that conflict is itself a form of sociation and the creator
of new relationships where none existed before%7 Conflict has been ignored
largely because it is inevitably seen as a symptom of social fragmentation.
Yet it usually expresses an integrative social momentum: the redress of
social inequalities, the resolution of clashing interests, and the creation
or restoration of harmony by ending dissatisfaction. Conflict is thus not
the antithesis of social cohesion, but an integral part of it.

The history of conflict which has characterised race relations in South






