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ABSTRACT

i. The purpose of this study was to establish accessibility to Youth Development Fund (YDF) among youths in Mongu District of Western Province, Zambia. The objectives that guided this study were; to establish conditions and nature attached to loans given to youths in the study area, to assess the factors influencing accessing and repayments of loans among the youths in the study area and to suggest measures to improve the access and repayments of the loans in the study area. The study employed a case study design which involved only qualitative method. Purposive sampling techniques was used to come up with 18 respondents, that is, 6 YDF beneficiaries, 6 non- YDF beneficiaries and 6 government officials at district, province and national levels. Data was collected through an interview guide and analysed using thematic method.The study focused on inaccessibility to YDF among the youths in Mongu District of Western Province, Zambia. It looked at the nature of the YDF loans and subsequently, the factors which influenced accessibility of loans among youths. The study revealed that youths received payable and cash loans depending on nature of their business. It was also evident from the study that, youths were mainly engaged in hardware, farming and grocery related businesses. Several challenges surrounding youth projects, however, were cited as lack of viable business plans, lack of knowledge and skills in running businesses and negative attitudes towards repayment of loans which negatively affected access to more funds to support their projects. The study made the following recommendations: The MYSCD to regularly conduct vigorous sensitization campaign on Youth Development Funds for orientation and training of youths in running projects before funds are given and constantly conduct business support services in support of the funded projects. The youths should do a market research before they can venture into any funded business to protect themselves from undue business failure and or competition. 
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Overview

This chapter presents the background to the study, statement of the problem, purpose of the study, objectives and research questions. It has, further, discussed theoretical framework and operational terms before ending up with a chapter summary. 

1.2 Background

The Financial Youth Empowerment programme in the Government of the Republic of Zambia under the Ministry of Youth, Sport and Child Development dates back to January 2006 when the late His Excellency, Mr. Levy Patrick Mwanawasa, S.C., then President of the Republic of Zambia, announced the creation of the Citizen’s Economic Empowerment Fund which was to incorporate Youth Empowerment Funds to provide seed money for youth projects and innovations. At that time, the Honourable Minister of Finance and National Planning in his budget Speech on 3rd February, 2006 announced in parliament that K40 Million had been allocated for Youth Empowerment in the 2006 Budget in his budget speech quoted below. The amount was broken into Three major components namely; (a) Constituency Youth Development Fund - K6.0Million, (b) Young Inventors Fund - K5.0 Million and (c) Youth Empowerment Fund - K29.0 Million as follows:
“Mr. Speaker, in this year’s budget, the Government proposes to provide K40.0 Billion to cater for youth projects and innovations. The Government has thus crated the Youth Empowerment Fund, Youth Inventors Fund and Youth Constituency Development Fund, which will provide seed money for youth projects and innovations.  Through the Youth Inventors fund, we intend to facilitate the development of all those innovations readily available through the Junior Engineers and Technical Scientists (JETS) fairs” Kinyanjui, (2007:51).  
This was followed by the creation by the MSYCD of the inter-ministerial Task Force with the mandate to administer the K29 Million Youth Empowerment Fund under the directive of State House which came into effect through the appointment by Cabinet Office in June, 2006. However, the inception of the Youth Development Fund (YDF) with the initial amount of K5.0 Million (K5 Thousand Rebased) was in the 2010 National Budget for the promotion of Youth Enterprise development through micro financing to enable the innovative youth implement their viable entrepreneurial projects for wealth and employment creation. Since 2010 Government through the Department of Youth Development in the MYSCD had been disbursing the Fund to youth entrepreneurs with projects throughout the country in now Ten (10) provinces. The fund is disbursed in two fold; as a loan and a grant. (MYS, Youth Development Fund 2006 to 2014).

However, in spite of these government efforts, Youth unemployment continued to be a developmental challenge in several African countries Zambia not excluded from the list despite the positive economic growth rates experienced over the past decade. There were indicators that this growth had not generated sufficient and decent employment opportunities for the youth (AfDB et al., 2012; UNECA, 2011). As a result, unemployment, working poverty, vulnerable employment and underemployment were widespread amongst Africa’s youth. Moreover, demographics indicate that Africa is going through a youth bulge with a large proportion of its population below 25 years of age (Kararach, 2011). This demographic shift presented opportunities for a growth dividend if combined with the right capital and technology – as the case of East Asia - but it could also represent a major threat (Brooks et al., 2012). Insufficient employment opportunities amidst a rapidly growing young labour force could lead to social unrest and political instability (Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development (MoGLSD), 2011; Page, 2012). The difficulties faced by young people in most developing countries in finding work were attributed to limited expansion of employment opportunities, skills mismatches and limited or no work experience (AfDB et al., 2012). As a result, most African youth engaged in low quality informal sector jobs. The informal sector accounted for about 90 percent of the jobs created in the continent (World Bank, 2009). Although Zambia had maintained positive economic growth rates during the past decade, the country’s pace of economic advancement had not been matched with a growth in new employment opportunities. Zambia’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
Growth rate had averaged 6.7percent per annum during the 2003-2012 periods (Ministry of Finance Planning and Economic Development (MFPED), 2013). On the other hand, the pace of creating new employment opportunities had lagged behind labour force growth. According to the 2007 World Bank Report, the labour force in Zambia grew at an annual rate of 3.4 percent resulting in 390,000 new job seekers and yet only 8,120 jobs were being created each year.
In an effort to create jobs for the youth, various measures addressing the demand side and supply side of labour had been implemented. Promotion of entrepreneurship financing and overall self- employment through targeted youth funds were increasingly considered as viable options. Indeed, previous research shows that in addition to job creation, entrepreneurship had the potential to improve livelihoods and economic independence of young people (Schoof, 2006). In the recent past, the Government of Republic of Zambia (GRZ) had also initiated programmes to support youth entrepreneurship and self-employment. Starting with the 2011/12 national budget, ZGX 44.5 billion (about US$ 18 million) was allocated to youth entrepreneurship promotion programmes. An extra ZGX 3.5 billion (US$ 1.5 million) was earmarked in the 2012/13 budget (MFPED, 2012). More recently, in September 2013, government significantly boosted youth schemes by allocating ZGX 265 billion (about US$ 100 million) over a five-year period. The major pillars of these initiatives were: enterprise development, job creation and business skills training and development. The study, therefore, sought to explore the knowledge gap via studying the accessibility of the Youth Development Fund loans disbursed by the Government of the GRZ among the youths of Mongu District in Western Province of Zambia because not much research had been done on the same subject.

1.3 Statement of the Problem

Despite government releasing huge sums of funds in support of the youth entrepreneurs in Mongu District (MYSCD, 2012; 2014), the question still remains: how accessible are the Youth Development Funds in the study district among the youths? Therefore the study sought to investigate accessibility of the Youth development Funds among youths in Mongu District of Western Zambia. 
	
1.4 Purpose of the study

The study sought to explore the accessibility to Youth Development Fund loans (YDFLs) among the youth entrepreneurs in Mongu District of Western Province. Further, the study sought to establish the nature attached to loans given to youths and examine barriers surrounding accessibility to loans among youths in the study area.  

1.5 General Objective

To explore accessibility to Youth Development Fund among youths in Mongu District of   Western Province, Zambia.
1.6 Specific Objectives

1.6.1 To identify nature of YDF loans given to youths in the study area.
1.6.2 To examine accessibility to YDF loans among the youths in the study area.
1.6.3 To explore barriers surrounding accessibility to YDF loans among youths in the study area.

1.7 Research Questions

 (i) What is the nature of the YDF loans available for youths in the study area?
(ii) How do youths access YDF of loans in the study area?
(iii)  What barriers seem to surround accessibility to YDF loans among youths in the study area?

1.8 Limitations 

The investigator encountered some limitations while conducting the research. Among them was the little time allocated to doing this work. This was addressed by the researcher personally sponsoring the research. This affected the generalisation of the findings in that the research was confined to only one district and also limited the number of sampled respondents in Mongu, in Western Province of Zambia.

1.10 Delimitation 

This study was conducted in Mongu District in Western Province of Zambia. . This study site was chosen because that was where the targeted population resided and had a large population relevant to this study. The targeted population was only 18 participants who were interviewed during data collection. Therefore, the findings may not reflect the entire cohort of Western Province or the country, Zambia. For this reason, the results of this study may be generalised with caution.

1.11  Significance 

The significance of conducting this study lied in establishing accessibility of YDF Loans among the youths in Mongu District of Western Province of Zambia and the difference it has made in the livelihoods of the youth beneficiaries and also assess the factors that influenced most of the beneficiaries of the fund not to remit the regulatory repayment instalments to government so that these funds would be accessed by other needy youths. 

1.12  Theoretical Framework

The Empowerment Theory approach developed by Zimmerman (2000) and piloted in a Teen Tobacco Prevention Programme in North Carolina, later became the basis not only for creating a non-profit organization in 2008but also for this study. Its focus was to empower youths between the ages of 13 to 21, in partnership with adults, to create community change. The Youth Empowerment Theory was utilized in this study because of its solid foundation on the study, at both process and outcomes levels. This theory argued that that the process provides opportunities for youth to develop skills and become problem solvers and decision makers. According to this theory, the outcomes or the empowered level referred to the result of the empowerment process, including the consequences of attempts to gain control in the community and the effects of interventions designed to empower participants. The theory of youth empowerment could be broken down even further into three components: individual empowerment, organizational empowerment, and community empowerment. Individual Empowerment: According to this theory, implied youths or adults developing skills to exert control and improve competences, as well as developing critical awareness to effectively collaborate for the betterment of organizations and communities. Organizational Empowerment: As asserted by this theory, entailed entities that provided benefits from and the opportunities for youths or adults to acquire the skills needed to gain control over their lives, provided alternatives to service provision as well as entities that developed and influenced policy decisions. Finally, Community Empowerment meant efforts designed to improve the community, respond to threats to quality of life and provision for citizen participation at the local, state, and national levels. 

Marc Zimmerman, a renowned researcher in the field of empowerment theory, articulated this. While various researchers had demonstrated that the theory was sound, there was little record of the implementation, effectiveness, and accountability of youth empowerment. Some researchers argued that the reason for this lack of evidence was simple: It was difficult to implement a theory, one with an intrinsic challenge to include the voice, ideas, and experiences of young people at the tables where important decisions were made. A further difficulty was that youth empowerment implementation required young people to be involved not only in the day-to-day programming decisions but also in organizational governance. It was only through this immersion that communities would be able to promote the development of all youths and adults. Other scholars had argued that this theory pointed to the inherent biases of traditional research methods in which evaluating the effectiveness of youth empowerment was stymied due to cultural differences, diversity of communities where it was implemented, and a lack of trust between evaluators and communities (Meredith et al 2013:1). 

According to the youth empowerment theory, as the reach of community-based participatory research methods expands, so too would the literature of the effectiveness of implementing the theory of youth empowerment. Youth Empowerment Model was the theory of youth empowerment which grew on aiding in the development of youth and also helping to create generations of civically minded youths that took strategic actions to improve their communities. The purpose is to provide a better Youth development which is cantered on developing the capacity of the individual youths. Youth empowerment focused on creating greater community change that, in its methods, relies on the development of individual capacity. Therefore, organizations operating with a youth development framework were not addressing social inequities, but rather developing the individual within an unjust society and not changing the source of the problem. Zimmerman, (2000) the theory simply: “Empowerment Theory connects individual well-being with the large and political environment. Thus, this theory was perceived to be the best to explain this topic under study or investigation in the context of youth empowerment in Zambia.

1.13  Operational Definitions of Key Terms

Loan: the independent variable loan was defined the borrowed money that was expected to be paid back with interest and was followed by the question what is meant by the term loan.

Fund: was money saved or made available for a particular purpose and was followed by the question what is a fund?
Variable Empowerment: was defined as giving someone an entrepreneurial skill by the question what is meant by empowerment?
Accessibility: as ease of use or user-friendliness in reference to YDF loans.
Development as growth or improvement made to the livelihood of the youth as a result of effective use of the YDF loans after funding is effected.

1.14  Summary 

The first chapter has clearly discussed the back ground to explore accessibility to Youth Development Fund among youths in Mongu District of Western Province, Zambia. The chapter discussed among other items; statement of the problem, purpose of the study; research objectives; research questions; significance of the study; delimitation and limitations of the study and finally operational definition of terms. The following chapter will review the literature related to exploring accessibility to Youth Development Fund among youths.	









CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1. Overview
This chapter focuses on the studies that have been conducted globally, regionally and locally (Zambian) with respect to exploring accessibility to Youth Development Fund among youths in Mongu District of Western Province, Zambia.
This chapter provides a review of literature relating to the study of accessibility of Youth Development Fund loans disbursed by the Government of the Republic of Zambia (GRZ) to youths. It did also establish from literature factors influencing loan repayments among the beneficiaries in Zambia and beyond. What was evident from the literature was that youths poorly pay back the youth empowerment fund loans in most parts of the world. The available literature saw it was necessary that measures are taken in order to ensure that youths pay back the Youth Development Fund loans to alleviate the problem. The chapter  is organised on the basis of three themes as objectives of the study: conditions and nature of loans; aspects that determined access to youth empowerment fund loans; and evaluated the repayments of loans among youths in the study district. 
2,2 Conditions and Nature Attached to Loans Given to Youths in the Study Area 
According to (Akwetey, 2006) Youth-focused policies and programmes were identified to be fundamental in defining a suitable path and putting in place structures which enable youth to utilize their skills, develop their potential and contribute in the mainstream economy, policies and other affairs of public life. Well-designed policies had the ability to transform an environment which had hitherto been repellent to youth development and participation, to one where youth are recognized, supported and encouraged to actively contribute to national development. Youth policies were, therefore, viewed as critical in consolidating and amplifying young people’s voices so that wrong assumptions and perceptions that had long persisted could give room for more informed ways of planning and meeting the needs of youths. 
According to UNESCO (2004), a national youth policy should embody strategies that empowered youth to actively influence and shape the political agenda. A progressive national youth policy obliged traditional decision-makers to work, not only for young people, but with them and let their experiences inform the development of appropriate interventions and services Ministry of Youth, Sport and Child Development, 2015).  An integrated and cross-cutting youth policy strengthened the capacity and effectiveness of government to respond to the needs of youth (UN- Habitat, 2004). The development of a sound youth policy required the involvement of a wide variety of social actors and large-scale cross-sectoral consultation with the civil society (UNESCO, 2004). In addition, young people were to be considered as primary actors with whom to develop partnerships, not as spectators or advisers, but as active agents of change. 

Wyn and Whiet (2004) were based on the common view that young people were not important as youths, but as future adults.  Their languages drew on youth development to assert that young people were important because they represented the future cultural and social capital of the society. In her study on Youth Polytechnics (YP) in Kenya, Kinyanjui (2007) pointed out that YP education was not necessarily a direct or immediate route to employment, rather it was a futuristic investment that parents and households made to equip their children with skills in the hope that they would have a better life than themselves as polices that located young people’s value in their future as adults also tended to emphasize. The attempt by the Zambian Government to provide loans to youths could be seen as a move to prepare them for a more productive adult life.

Kelly (2001)cited in Wyn and White(2008)provided a rationale for monitoring and controlling young people’s lives in the interest of protecting the future of young people and of the society. The National Youth Programme (NYP) for example, stated that “the government was obliged to carefully plan and be involved in developing youth to be responsible and available to contribute to the current and future nation-building efforts”. Accordingly, the state was obliged to “be the lead agent in supporting the implementation of the youth policy, by creating sufficient employment opportunities and education and health facilities for youth.” It also required the state to provide the necessary framework for young people to fulfil their obligations.  

These included: Being patriotic and loyal to Kenya and promoted the country’s well-being; Contributed to social-economic development at all levels including through volunteerism; Created and promoted respect for humanity, sustained peaceful co-existence, national unity and stability; Protected the environment; Helped to support and protect those who were disadvantaged and vulnerable; Promoted democracy and the rule of law; Created gainful employment; Took advantage of available education and training opportunities; Developed a positive attitude towards work;  Avoided careless and irresponsible sex; and Took responsible charge of their lives. 

2.3 Aspects Influencing Accessing of Loans among the Youths in the Study Area

The study carried out by Kimando (2012) in Kenya on factors which affected the Success of Youth Enterprise Development Funded Projects in Kenya. The findings were that the scale of the problems facing a large proportion of youths in Kenya made planning and implementing policies and programmes a daunting but urgent task for the state and non-state actors. This was because the youth were constantly shaken and shaped, pulled and pushed into various actions by encompassing structures and processes over which they had little or no control (Honwana and Boeck 2005).  Consequently, youths, despite their numeric strength and high degree of mobility, versatility and adaptability lack adequate space to organize in order to design their own credible path towards realizing their potential and meeting their needs. This may be the situation among youths securing loans in Zambia especially in Mongu District.

Underlying the development of a youth policy was often the assumption that young people were not to be taken seriously because they were not yet adults (Wyn and White, 2008).  This tendency was definitely in tension with the increasing acknowledgement that young people were to participate in decision-making, as espoused in many national and global youth policies and initiatives.  In addition, there was contention about the extent to which young people could be regarded as citizens in any sense or whether they were “simply citizens in training” (Ibid). Consequently, youths are trained for their future roles and not equipped with skills and understanding that could be given expression immediately (Owen, 1996 cited in Wyn and White, 2008). This reduced them to either non-citizens or at best, apprentice-citizens (Ibid).  To be relevant to youth, training would encompass issues that helped young people to play roles in forming, maintaining and changing their societies.  From this perspective, youths would be valued and valuable citizens in the present, as well as citizens of the future.  The NYP proposes the formation of the National Youth Committee (NYC) to help “coordinate youth organizations, designed youth programmes and continuously reviewed the implementation of youth-focused policies and programmes” In addition, the NYC was meant to mobilize, sensitize and organize youth, in order to consolidate their voice regarding political, economic and socio-cultural activities.  However, almost five years since the operationalisation of the NYP, the NYC had not been formed, and the government, through the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, still oversees the implementation of the NYP and other youth related programmes. Parliament passed the legislation establishing the NYC in August 2010, but it was shelved awaiting further consultations within the government about its operationalisation.  

Notably, the youth policy and programme implementation process had proceeded without proper mechanisms to accommodate the voice of youth, and effectively mobilize them towards setting a progressive and comprehensive youth development agenda. Pais (2003) described youth transition and trajectories in recent years as a network, and policies are developed to help them out of the network.  However, he argued that often times, policies could lead to misleading trajectories and outcomes, whenever their primary focus was just to get youth out of the maze, without making any effort to support them within the maze.  Supporting transition processes rather than focusing on the end point, was more beneficial since it recognized young people’s agency and allowed them to actively take part in managing their lives as youths. Similar efforts have been put in place by the Zambian Government through the MYSCD with the implementation of the Action Plan on Youth Empowerment and Employment of 2015. However, it is not known how effectively the youth in Zambia have taken advantage of this document to position themselves to benefit from this government good will.

In any case, a number of youths might already be undertaking “adulthood” responsibilities such as parenting, marriage and work but lacking a support environment to effectively carry on with these responsibilities. Thus, youths needed to secure access to appropriate forms of social support, which were flexible enough to meet the different needs of various categories of youths.  While the language of youth policies reflected efforts to foster inclusivity in public affairs, there was usually conflicts with other existing legal provisions which threaten to undermine the trust that youths had in the policies. For instance, the need to maintain security and order in the society may target youths who want to “hang out” in the streets through arbitrary arrests, instituting curfews or other restrictive measures.  Consequently, youths would be denied the right to leisure, free movement and other fundamental freedoms even they are accorded opportunities to participate in work, education and training.  Conflict between policy and practice reduced the trust that youth had in the institutions offering support and increased resentments of programmes targeting their needs. The NYP broadly proposed a mechanism to harmonise sectoral policies and adapt all government programmes towards youth development, including promotion and protection of their rights.  However, this had not been fully and effectively operationalized in Zambia. The study sought to establish the extent to which this might have been implemented in the study district of Mongu in Zambia.

This was reflected by the delays in establishing the NYC, reforming the justice and security agencies and failure to recognize other non-state actors working towards youth empowerment,  Indeed, the government had raised its own suspicions about the youth development programmes that were supported by international agencies and implemented by NGOs and local community based organizations (CBOs). A new legislation, the Prevention of Organized Crimes Act, 2010, which sort to criminalize all groups undertaking organized crime, might had unprecedented consequences for youths who were required to network and mobilize in order to meet their collective needs (Gok, 2010).  

The law identified 33 organized criminal groups, which were mainly composed of youths.  It criminalized even non-members who abated or aided the group’s activities by allowing them to use their property to carry out their activities (ibid).  Unlike the law providing the establishment of the National Youth Council, which was passed by parliament but shelved without specific details on implementation, the law on organized crime took effect immediately. While the NYP and other programmes, such as Youth Enterprise Development Fund (YEDF) and Kenya Youth Empowerment Project (KYEP), encouraged youths to network and form groups, the new law led to isolation of some youths who belonged or formerly belonged to criminalized groups. However, the extent to which youths in Zambia have formed groups and networked themselves in relation to youth empowerment programmes by the MYSCD is not known.

Theme Three; explore barriers surrounding repayments of loans among youths in the study area: Writing about Rarry Boy Culture in Sierra Leone, Abdallah (2005) noted that colonial officials, through Rarry Boy Culture in Serra Leone, through a process of social engineering, targeted two groups of youths; those in formal education and the “deviant youth”.  In educational institutions, attempts were made to promote leisure through recreational facilities, while reformist institutions were established to tackle the problem of juvenile delinquency and promoted rehabilitation of delinquents (Abdullah, 2005; Wyn and White, 2008/04).  The Western World on the other hand, emphasized legislation work (prohibition of children of a certain age from working) and education (introduction of compulsory education) (Wyn and White, 2008). A national youth policy was a declaration of the commitment a country gave to setting and meeting the priorities and development needs of its young men and women and clearly defined their roles in the society and the responsibilities of that society to the young people themselves (UNESCO, 2004) It was a broad statement which provided a framework that governed the provision of services to young people, and provided the possibilities and limits for young people to participate in decision-making (Wyn and White 2004). The legal policy surrounding YDF in Zambia shares the same sentiments as those in other countries – the need to empower the youth. 

An empowerment policy, therefore, ought to be gender  sensitive and pay special attention to the needs and experiences of the most vulnerable youth, those in conflict with the law, those living with HIV and AIDS, or in the most vulnerable and risky situations. Despite the wide range of benefits associated with youth policies, they often suffer from limitations which impact their effectiveness in terms of allowing youth to meaningfully engage in decision making processes. Wyn and Whiet (2004) argued that policies affected youths shared a common theme of futurity and the valuing of young people for what they would become.  Arising view, the present study sought to explore the limitation surrounding accessibility to loans and repayments among youths in Zambia particularly in the study district.

The law had received criticism, especially regarding the groups identified as criminals. The prime minister pointed out that Kamukunji Youth Group, which was listed as an illegal group was not a criminal group, but a platform for people especially youths, to debate public affairs in order to find solutions to the problems facing them. Because this study focused on factors which affected the success of Youth Enterprise Development Funded Projects in Kenya; the researcher sort to explore the knowledge gap via studying the accessibility of the Youth Development Fund loans disbursed by the Government of the GRZ among the youths of Mongu District in Western Province of Zambia because not much research had been done on the same subject.




2.4 Summary

In summary, this chapter has reviewed related literature. It started by presentingStudies related to the subject were reviewed globally, in Africa and finally in Zambia. Studies in Zambia were highlighted by the use of several themes which helped bring out objectives for the study. Based on the reviewed literature, it is noted that exploring accessibility to Youth Development Fund among youths in Mongu District of Western Province, Zambia was not reviewed. The following chapter deals with the methodology that guided the study.


















CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY

3.1 Overview

This chapter outlines the methodology used to undertake this study. It explains the research design employed, the population and sample size targeted, as well as the data collection procedures and the techniques that were used to analyse the data. According to Kombo and Tromp (2006)’’ research methodology deals with the description of methods applied in carrying out research study. This study presents an evaluation of the accessibility of the Youth Development Fund loans disbursed by the Government of the Republic of Zambia (GRZ) on the youth beneficiaries in Mongu in Western Province of Zambia.

3.2 Research Design 

The present study design was a case study. Kombo and Tromp (2006) define a case study as that which “seeks to describe a unit in detail, context and historically. It is a way of organizing educational data and looking at the object to be studied as a whole”. Brink and Wood (1998) also explained that a case research examines relevant factors in detail to arrive at an appropriate description of the reality of the existing situation. 

A research design according to Ordho (2004) is the scheme outline a plan that is used to generate answers to research problems. There are two main research methods that can be employed, the qualitative and quantitative methods. Qualitative method concentrates on the meanings attached to particular view points, as there are many different meanings regarding a particular phenomenon Gay and Alrasian, (2003).

Leady and Armrod (2005) argued that qualitative research typically answers questions regarding natural phenomena with the purpose of describing and understanding the phenomena from the participants point view. Qualitative research seeks  to probe the research setting  in depth to obtain a  fuller understanding of  the way  things  are  and  why  and  how the  participants in a  particular context perceive  them. Qualitative research provides the researcher with the flexibility to interact and engage with research participants and is useful in discovering their opinions and perspectives (Creswell, 2014).

In this study, a case study research design, supported by qualitative techniques was chosen for a number of reasons. The case study design allowed the researcher to capture the experiences of participants or organization in their own settings. Zainal (2007:34) asserted that, “the examination of data was often conducted in the context of its use that was within the situation in which the activity took place”.

This study, however, adopted qualitative research approach and the researcher employed a case study as a research design, in order to establish facts that contribute to the Youth Development Fund loans disbursed by the Government of the Republic of Zambia (GRZ) on the youth beneficiaries in Mongu District of Western Province of Zambia. This design was preferred because the study’s main aim was to establish factors influencing accessibility and repayment of the Youth Development Fund loans disbursed by the Government of the Republic of Zambia (GRZ) in the study area. 

This was preferred because the researcher wanted to understand the problem as it was at the time of investigation. A qualitative method was chosen because the study sought qualitative answers from participants of the study. Qualitative data collected from the MYSCD, district and Provincial officials as key informants as well as the beneficiary and non-beneficiary youths enabled the researcher answer the descriptive research questions. 

3.3Target Population 

Targeted population refers to the total number of subjects or total environment of interest of research (Onen, 2005).The population comprised officials from MOYCD, Provincial and District Administrations, Western Province and the youths from various institutions/projects both beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries of the YDF.



3.4 Study Sample 

The study sampled a total of Eighteen (18) respondents; Six government officials, Six beneficiaries of Youth Development Funds and six non- beneficiaries of youth development funds. The figure was large enough to enable one generate a deeper study of accessibility of YDF in one district with a possibility of generalisingwith caution the outcome of the study. Government officials had a positive bearing on this research topic as they exhibited knowledge, experience and expertise relevant to the study, the other group was of the beneficiary youths running various funded projects and, therefore, their experience was very relevant to the study and the third group consisted of independent youths either running unfunded projects or as part of the general public who had their own independent views to the study.

3.5 Sampling Techniques

The Government officials were purposively selected to the total of the number Six (6) because these had a positive bearing on this research topic as they exhibited knowledge, experience and expertise relevant to the study. The simple random sampling technique was also employed to select the Twelve (12) respondents with funded projects and those working on unfunded projects that comprised six beneficiaries and six non-beneficiaries of the YDFL. As regards to the beneficiaries, a list of addresses was obtained from MYSCD consisting beneficiary youth Institutions/projects from which six (6) participants were randomly selected to participate in the interview. The Provincial Permanent Secretary, Provincial Youth Development Coordinator, the District Commissioner together with one member of the District Advisory Committee as well as the Director of Youth Development at the MYSCD were also interviewed because they were also part of the main unit of analysis for the study. 

3.6 Instruments of Data Collection

This study utilized both primary and secondary sources of data. Primary data was collected using an interview guide. An interview guide was used to collect data using interviews with key informants and the youths. The interview guide was preferred because it allowed for some of the questions to be predetermined; and also made it possible to pose prompting questions at the time when the interview was actually being conducted. 

Secondary data was collected from the documents of MYSCD as well as internet. In addition, secondary data was obtained from scholarly articles, books and journals. Policy documents consulted included the 2010 MYSCD Ministerial Statement presented to the National Assembly by the Minister of Youths Sport and Child Development.

3.7 Data Collection Procedure

In terms of the procedure that was used to collect data, the researcher began by visiting the targeted institutions, namely MOYCD, provincial and district administrations as well as youth institutions and projects with the purpose of collecting data to support the study. An introductory letter was secured from the authority and the provincial office for the purpose of permission to visit institutions and youth projects. Interviews with the Provincial Permanent Secretary, Provincial Youth Development Coordinator, the District Commissioner, one member of the District Advisory Committee and the Director of Youth Development at the MYSCD were preceded by the researcher going to the offices for the respective organizations. Here, the purpose of the study was explained and the introductory letter was availed to them as evidence that the research was purely for academic purposes upon which an appointment was secured with the respective offices. With regard to MYSCD, the researcher targeted the office of the Director of Youth Development. The interview lasted approximately for an hour. This relatively longer duration was attributed to the fact that the questions asked were largely open ended questions interview guide, which necessitated the need for further probing. Regarding provisional administration, the researcher targeted the office of the Permanent Secretary and that of the Provincial Youth Development Coordinator, Western Province. The interviews with the said officers lasted for about Forty (40) minutes each. With the respect to district administration, the researcher interviewed the District Commissioner and one member of the District Youth Advisory Committee. The interviews again lasted for about Forty (40) minutes each.

Data that was obtained from these participants helped to further answer questions regarding uncovering the initiatives that MYSCD had put in place to alleviate the problem of youth unemployment and under-employment leading to issuance of YDF loans and the challenges the ministry faced in this regard. The data collected from the other players other than the MYSCD further helped the researcher to analyse the suitability or non-suitability of strategic alternatives the MYSCD had put in place or intended to put in place.

3.8 Data Analysis

Qualitative data was analysed using thematic analysis.  This involved the reading and reflection of field notes and transcripts. Data from transcripts was categorized into themes, ideas and issues and then re-examined in relation with the research questions which sought qualitative data. The transcription placed emphasis on linking participants’ responses with the said research questions. The analysed data was used to find possible solutions on YDF accessibility and develop conclusions and make recommendations for the study.

3.9 Ethical Considerations

The University of Zambia Research Ethics Standards were applied. Permission was sought from the Institute of Distance Education by paying k250.00. Before conducting the interviews, the purpose of the study was explained to the respondents. They were assured that the study was purely for academic purposes. It was further explained to them that the information given was to remain within the confines of the University of Zambia.  Informed consent was obtained from the respondents. The respondents were further assured of utmost confidentiality. For this reason, names of the participants were kept anonymous. Participants were treated with respect and also given the latitude to stop the interview at any point during the interview if they ever deemed it so. The participants were also made aware of their right to decline answering questions they deemed intrusive.

3.10 Summary

The chapter described the methodology used in the study. The study made use of a descriptive research design as was required by the qualitative research approaches. It explained why each item was used such as the research design, population, sample size, sampling procedure, research instruments, data collection procedure, data analysis and ethical considerations. The next chapter presents the findings collected using the research questions.






















CHAPTER FOUR: PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS
4.1 Overview

In the previous chapter, the methodology used in the study was presented and justification to its choice was given. In this chapter, the findings of the research are presented which have highlighted a number of issues in line with research questions and research objectives. Presentations of findings for this study, is done according to the objectives. These themes are presented both qualitatively and quantitatively through the use of questionnaires, interviews. This chapter presents the main findings of the Study of accessibility to YDF among the youths in Mongu District of Western Province of Zambia.

4.2 Conditions and Nature Attached to Loans Given to Youths in the Study Area

4.2.1 Gender of Youths Accessing Loans

Out of the total respondents of 18, 13 were males represented by 72% while 5 were females and are presented by 28% on the chart. The chat indicates that though both the male and the female are represented, mainly implying that there were more the males who were accessing. Therefore, we can conclude that there was gender imbalance in the manner the MYSCD was issuing the loans to the youths in Mongu district with a bias towards male youths.

4.2.2 Age of Youths Accessing Loans
         Age of Group of Youths Accessing the Loans in the Study District 

Out of 18 respondents,5 reported that  the youths who accessed the loans were aged between 15 -20 years while 4 reported that the beneficiaries were aged between 21-25years.On the other hand, 3 reported they were aged 26-30 with only 6 of the respondents indicating they were aged between 31-35years respectively.




4.2.3 Family Constellation

Out of the total respondents of 12 youths, 9 came from dependent family constellation while three emanated from dependent and youth house headedconstellation. Hence, it can be deduced that the majority of youths who accessed Youth Development Funds came from dependent family constellation.

4.2.4 Nature of Loans Accessed by Youths
         Payable and cash loans

When asked on the nature of YDF loans given to them by the MYSCD, the responses were as follows: Most of the youths got cash loans while few of them got payable loans.  Arising from these results, there were two kinds of YDF loans the MYSCD gave to the youths in the catchment area. These included payable loans which are represented by 46% on the doughnut chart and cash loans which are represented by 54% on the chart. On the whole, the youths in the study are preferred to get cash loans rather than payable loans. In support of the above findings, one female youth said that,

“We got payable loans but you know the culture of Zambians, they don’t want to pay. Even banks are complaining that workers who get loans from them were not paying even if they used a house or any other properties as collateral they don’t pay and also due to political interference youths loans have been politicized hence youths  thought it was a grant  from the state”.

Nature of Business done by Youths who Accessed Loans

Out of the total respondents of 18youths, 10 were of the view that they run hardware business after accessing loans,5 indicated that they set up fish farming as a business. Only 3 reported that youth venture into grocery business once accessed YDF. From the findings, it was clear that most youths run shops large once given loans.


4.2.5 Conditions of Loans Accessed by Youths in the Study Area
         Conditions of the YDF Loans

When asked on the conditions of the YDF loans given to them by the MYSCD, the responses were as follows: 10 out of the targeted 18 respondents indicated they accessed through groups, while 6 accessed it through projected plans,2 were quoted to have indicated they accessed the loans through applying to the MYSCD for  funding and 0 indicated  it  was through NRCS/CVS. Therefore, it can be concluded that the majority accessed the loans through applying as a group to the MYSCD because the conditions demanded that they be in groups. These conditions included being 35years of age and below; bearers of a bank account for the company; nature of operational area or project and citizens of Zambia.In support of the above findings, one respondent said that, ‘‘I never owned an account but I was forced to have one”.

4.2.6 Awareness about YDF
         How Youths Knew About Loans

Being asked on how youths knew about loans, the following were the results: The majority of the youths who were 7 in number knew about such loans through the media and are represented by 37%, while 3 representing 17% it came to their knowledge through radio advertisements, while 8 indicating 44% came to know about it through others such as friends who had accessed or heard about the funds before.

4.2.7 Planned Businesses Once Accessed Loans
         Businesses Youths Planned to do with Loans

Being asked on the types of businesses youths planned to do with loans, the following were the results: Out of total 18 respondents, 4 were engaged in hardware businesses, 2 were engaged in grocery businesses while none were engaged in shop. Most of the respondents indicated they were engaged in fish farming mode of businesses. Therefore, the overall findings are that the majority of the youths in the study area were accessing the loans to venture into fish farming and shop mode of businesses and the minority running groceries.


4.3 Factors Influencing Accessing and Repayment of Loans among Youths in the Study Area

4.3.1 Factors influencing accessing of loans among youths in the study area

When asked on the factorsinfluencing accessing of the YDF loans given to the youths by MYSCD, the responses were as follows: 

Conditions Attached to Access of Youth Development Fund

10 respondents out of the 18 said access to the loans was due to viable business ideas when the youths were able to present viable and bankable business ideas.2 of the participants indicated the need for a well written business proposal while 6 respondents gave political interference as a factor influencing accessibility to YDF loans. One of the respondents supported the findings by saying that;

“When the new government comes in power, political players go to the MYSCD to give orders on how the disbursement of funds is to be done. Hence the whole process is thereby politicised”.

It was clear from the findings that the majority of the respondents indicated that the business viability was quite a key to accessing YDF loans. Youth needed to have viable ideas were accessed by the youth in the study area due to due to viable business ideas on businesses they wanted to run for them to be considered to access the loans.

4.3.2 Factors Influencing Repayment of Loans among Youths in Study Area

When asked on the factors influencing repayment of the YDF loans given to the youths by MYSCD, the responses were as follows:


Repayment Rates among Youths

were thatout of 18 respondents 11 indicated that the repayment rate of the loans among youths was quite poor represented by 61%,Seven were of the view that youths never paid back the YDF loans because they thought it was a grant and were represented by 39%. The loan recovery rate was generally poor in the study area. One respondent said, “I think that youths think it’s a grant hence they don’t take repayments to be serious”.

It was evident from the study that youths have a poor attitude towards repayments of YDF which in fact affected the general running of the YDF.

Ways Youth Development Fund Loans were Disbursed to Youths and Views of the Respondents

The respondents indicated as follows: Out of the total of 18officials respondents, 12 indicated that cheques mode of disbursement and were represented by 33% while 44% represented those who  and did not were represented by 8of the respondents while 4 indicated it was done through a gradual mode and represented by 22% as well. The overall findings were that the majority of the respondents knew the cheque as a mode of loans disbursement and education of the YDF among the Youths.

Impact of Loans on Livelihoods of Youths and Families

The findings on the above indicate that out of the total 18 respondents, 15 respondents representing 83%, indicated that there was no impact on youths because the moneys were not being used for the intended purpose as the youths channelled the funds elsewhere while 3 respondents representing 17% indicated that the impact was gradual because the funds were not adequate enough for the youths to put up the businesses they had lobbied the funds for while 6 representing 33% believed the funds helped improve livelihoods. Hence, it can be concluded that the impact of the loans on the lives of youths was on a lower extent because majority of the respondents were of the opinion that the youths used the money not for the intended purpose of growing the businesses and supporting the well-being of their families.
Actual Youth Beneficiaries of Youth Development Fund Loans

The findings on the above indicated that out of 18 respondents, 12 representing 67%indicated the youth were not the actual beneficiaries because those in positions of authority were getting the money dubiously. Their views were that the people in the hierarchy positions were the ones who were beneficiaries and not the youths themselves. These were the people who had been trying by all means to have access to the loans but to no avail and also indicated that, the conditions of being in groups of 5-10 individuals. Youths were the actual people benefiting from YDF but the eligible were those running businesses. Thus, because of this reason, the majority who never owned business were not  eligible and  also argued that the other problem was that people holding hierarchy positions were the ones getting the funds for their businesses by using the youths making it even harder for  the youths. Only 6 respondents indicated that the youth were the actual beneficiaries representing 33%.

Views on Entrepreneurial Skills of Youths to Support Access to Loans

The findings indicate that non -beneficiary youths lacked entrepreneurial skills. This was attributed inadequate centres offering entrepreneurial skills in the study area. The youths lagged behind in terms of entrepreneur skills and78% of the respondents made up of this group. 22% of the beneficiaries were of the view that youths were groomed into entrepreneurship through training by the MYSCD before loans were given to them. However, a need for training in entrepreneurial skills was needed as one of the respondents said, “Youths needed capacity building in order maintain the business for profit making”.

             Views on Youth’s Entrepreneurial Skills   
	
The results indicated that 5 respondents were of the view that youths are not good entrepreneurs. One said that, ‘‘because they were not able to run the business effectively due to lack of skill and technical knowhow’’ and these stood at 28% while 13and representing 72%indicated that youths were gifted entrepreneurs and led normal lives in society because they had access to the loans they had no use for and didn’t even have a clue on how business was run. They were compelled by the funds they heard the ministry was providing enhance this led to business failure.
Description of the Business Environment

Out of the 18 respondents,16 who were the majority in number did indicate that the business environment was conducive. It was favourable because the environment was conducive for business to thrive and also it was favourable because it was set in the good position for people to access the services that youths were offering. However, 2 respondents felt it was unfavourable because the councils were chasing people up and down making the environment not favourable. This affected their capital in that it became inadequate to meet customer demands in terms of purchases of what clients wanted. Hence, it was very hard to compete fairly as they did not have a sound capital to compete against others favourably. More so, many youths argued that they did not know how to handle their capital and were not making a survey on people’s needs before they could start their business.

Whether Loans Given to Youths Providing Job Opportunities

All the 6 respondents from GRZ were of the opinion that the youths were given adequate loans that would create empowerment for them and families but also indicated that the levels were still very low on YDF beneficiaries because government was running on a low budget. Six (6) beneficiaries and three (3) non-beneficiaries indicated that the funds provided job opportunities and encouraged entrepreneurial mind-set among youths which opened their minds and subsequently encouraged self-employment. The same youths indicated that the funds created employment for the beneficiaries and others while the other three (3) non–beneficiaries indicated that the funds were not able to create job opportunities as one of them stated that, “Because the loans were not being given to the intended people who just ended up squandering the funds”.

Limitations 

The findings indicate that from the targeted 18 respondents, the 6 beneficiaries indicated that the amounts given to them were inadequate, inconsistent and one of them said, “As we are speaking the programme was under- going a monitoring review. Further, the youths who are competing for the few funds were a lot in numbers. It posed a lot of competition hence only those with viable business ideas were considered”. Another of the respondents said, “I have been unable to do the business I needed to do because I requested for 40,000 but I was given 25,000.00”.

The6government officials indicated that youths who accessed loans were not paying back and this made other youths not to benefit from the revolving funds which are meant to empower other youths as well. One of them indicated, “Wrong submissions of proposals was a challenge for the ministry and there were no restrictions or measures government had put in with draws”. On the other hand,24% represented the youths that indicated that the nature of the business loan repayment using the same funds as start-up capital was a very big challenge among youths and also the negative attitude in terms of pay back due to political alignment. They said that the market was not readily available to realise profit to pay back and some youths were being dropped from the list beneficiaries accessing the loan due to political interference.

Whether Accessed Loans were Monitored

The results were that 7 respondents out of 18 said ‘yes’ the accessed loans were being monitored by the Department of Youth Development though the monitoring process was inconsistent and ineffective as it was done within the first four to six months while 11 respondents indicated ‘no’ they were not monitored and if they did, it was a remote monitoring where they did not visit the sites of youths who accessed the loans.

Support Youth Beneficiaries Got from Government

The findings were that out of the 18 respondents, 5 were of the view that they got technical support in terms of how to run businesses while 10who are the majority stated that there was no additional support offered to the beneficiaries by government after the loans were issued out. However, the other 3 indicated that government accorded authorisation of re -accessing the loan to those who got the loan and paid it back on time.



4.4 Barriers Surrounding Repayments of Loans among Youths in the Study Area

4.4.1 Views on Improvement of Access 

The findings on the improvement of accessibility of the fund among the youth in the study area, 10 out of 18 were of the view that let the MYSCD should conduct vigoroussensitization campaign on fund guidelines and general conditions to raise awareness of the public especially the youth on the availability of the YDF loans under the ministry. This should be coupled with effective advertising on different media especially the community radio stations. In order to provide evidence on the above findings, two respondents are quoted below as follows:  One of the respondent said, “There should be sensitization. Funds should be provided for through sensitization”. The other respondent indicated that, “…And the funds should not be politicized”. On the other hand, 8 indicated that all the eligible applicants should be considered for funding not only those close to the funders or those in charge of the disbursement of the fund.

On the improvement of the repayment of the YDF loans among the youth in the study area, the majority were of the view that monitoring and evaluation should be stepped up by the MYSCD. They suggested that this could be done in form of reminders by phone calls and checking how the youths are coping with the project implementation and to this effect one of the respondents said, 
“The YDF office should follow the youths in terms of monitoring the youth’s activities at their sites. Youths must be sensitized to deposit funds into the MYSCD account and on the benefits of paying back. The management of the account is what the ministry should do. There should be measures; it should also go to improving the management of accounts and lastly, change the system. Each area should identify youths who are already in business unlike funding someone without a knowhow”.
The minority were of the view that government should create market linkages for the funded projects and to this effect, one respondent is quoted below as saying,

“Government should create a conducive environment for starters to thrill government should come up with a policy of youths who accessed the loans supply products to top government departments”.

The findings indicate that out of 18,6 beneficiaries suggested training beneficiaries in marketing and also developing a deliberate policy to allow youth supply government departments with their goods and services. They further suggested that MYSCD employs more officers for monitoring and evaluation in order to know the failures of youth companies and also go for other banking services like mobile money accounts for Airtel, MTN and Zamtel networks. One interviewee said, “These modes will make youths have no excuse in failure to pay back the loans”. While others suggested that the YDF office should directly engage the beneficiaries and subsequently increase manner of monitoring project implementation. A few respondents indicated that the rate of repayment can be improved by decentralizing the youth office for interaction.

4.5 Summary 

The chapter presented the findings of the study on exploring accessibility to Youth Development Fund (YDF) among youths in Mongu District of Western Province, Zambia.The findings were presented according to research objectives and the following were some responses given: the majority of the respondents who were 10 out of the 18 who said access to the loans was due to viable business ideas when the youths were able to present viable and bankable business ideas. 2 of the participants indicated well written business proposals while 6 respondents gave political interference as a factor influencing accessibility to YDF loans. The next chapter presents the discussion of the study findings.








CHAPTER FIVE: DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

5.1 Overview

This chapter discusses the findings of the study. The discussion is arranged according to the research objectives.

5.2 Conditions and Nature Attached to Loans given to Youths in the Study Area

5.2.1. Nature of the YDF loans available for youths in the study area.

When asked on the nature of YDF loans given to the beneficiaries by the MYSCD, the responses were that most the youths got cash loans while few of them got payable loans.  Arising from these findings, there were two kinds of YDF loans the MYSCD gave to the youths in the catchment area. These included payable loans and cash loans in Chapter 4. On the whole, the youths in the study area preferred to get cash loans rather than payable loans. The results agreed with the literature review under the Kenya National Youth Programme (NYP) (Kelly, 2001, cited in Wyn and White, 2008) and other programmes, such as Youth Enterprise Development Fund (YEDF) and Kenya Youth Empowerment Project (KYEP), which encouraged youths to network and form groups in order for them to be financially empowered (Gok, 2010).  The findings from the literature review show that Conditions and nature attached to loans given to youths in the study area. According to (Akwetey, 2006) Youth-focused policies and programmes were identified to be fundamental in defining a suitable path and putting in place structures which enable youth to utilize their skills, develop their potential and contribute in the mainstream economy, policies and other affairs of public life. Well-designed policies had the ability to transform an environment which had hitherto been repellent to youth development and participation, to one where youth are recognized, supported and encouraged to actively contribute to national development. Youth policies were, therefore, viewed as critical in consolidating and amplifying young people’s voices so that wrong assumptions and perceptions that had long persisted could give room for more informed ways of planning and meeting the needs of youths. National youth policy should embody strategies that empowered youth to actively influence and shape the political agenda. A progressive national youth policy obliged traditional decision-makers to work, not only for young people, but with them and let their experiences inform the development of appropriate interventions and services (Ministry of Youth, Sport and Child Development, 2015).  An integrated and cross-cutting youth policy strengthened the capacity and effectiveness of government to respond to the needs of youth (UN- Habitat, 2004). The development of a sound youth policy required the involvement of a wide variety of social actors and large-scale cross-sectoral consultation with the civil society (UNESCO, 2004). In addition, young people were to be considered as primary actors with whom to develop partnerships, not as spectators or advisers, but as active agents of change. 

5.2.2 Conditions of Loans Accessed by Youths in the study area

From the literature review, the conditions which were attached to youths accessing loans were when youths got the loan, they were  to pay back and that for one to have access to the  youth development fund, they were to register with PACRA and would have presented a bankable business idea to the ministry responsible for the disbursement of funds. The youths accessed in groups this however disadvantaged some because it is not all members of the group who were for the same idea of doing that line of business. projected plans, applying to the MYSCD for funding and one respondent indicated it was through presentation of NRCs/CVs and in groups of persons aged 35years and below, bearers of a bank account for the company and should have an operational area or project these conditions restrained majority of youths from accessing the YDF loans the results also agree with literature review under the Kenya National Youth Programme (NYP) where youths were encouraged to access funds in groups (Gok, 2010).

5.2.3 When asked on what businesses were youths supposed to do in order to access a loan

The findings indicated that out of 18 total respondents, the majority indicated that the beneficiaries were to engage in any viable business as this was allowed by the MYSCD (Ministry of Youth and Sport, 2013). One of the government officials indicated that apart from the most obvious ones mentioned, any other viable idea that a youth might have come up with was also accepted by the ministry. The minority indicated that individual businesses like poultry, hardware and more were doing fine. The overall findings, therefore, were that the majority of the youths were accessing the loans to venture into any viable business. This was similar with literature review results where most youths in Kenya who got youth empowerment loans either ventured in fish farming, retail grocery businesses, poultry and hardware. These were feasible businesses for the youths where they could yield profit faster.

5.2.4 When asked on what the impact was of loans on livelihoods of youths

Literature review results showed that most youths who received funds were able to put to use the business ideas they had by starting up something, youths are able to become resilient enough to face problems. This was not the same with the findings. On the contrary, the results from participants indicated loans had little impact on the livelihood of recipients because the funds were not being used for intended purposes as they were channelled elsewhere. The other category of respondents said youths became economically viable and were able even to create jobs for others(Ministry of Youth and Sport, 2013) even though the funds were not adequate enough for the youths to put up the businesses they lobbied the funds for.

5.2.5 When asked if the youths were the actual beneficiaries of Youth Development Fund 
Loans

The obvious beneficiaries are the youths but it was discovered that some people used youths to get funds on force pretences for example; one respondent said that one man was caught in Solwezi because of using a youth to get the said loans and this gave evidence that he was not the only one doing that. Others their views were that the people in the hierarchy positions were the ones who were benefiting from youth loans who were not even youths because they had been trying by all means to have access to the loans but to no avail. Yet others also indicated that the conditions of being in a group of 5-10 given by the MYSCD disqualified individuals who owned personal businesses while other respondents indicated that youths were the actual people benefiting from YDF. However, the youths eligible to access the funds were those running businesses and because of this reason, the majority who never owned business were not eligible. They also argued that the other problem was that People holding hierarchy positions were the ones getting the funds for their businesses by using youths making it even very hard for the actual youths to access funds (Ministry of Youth and Sport, 2013).
5.2.6 When asked on whattheir views were on entrepreneurial skills of youths who accessed the loans

The findings indicated that the views of youths and non- youths were that the youth beneficiaries lacked entrepreneurial skills and capacity because they were failing to repay the loans got from the MYSCD (Ministry of Youth and Sport, 2016) This was largely attributed to inadequate centres offering entrepreneurial skills in Mongu and so the area was lagging behind in terms of entrepreneurial skills hence the need to intensify on training. The majority beneficiaries however, were of the view that youths were groomed into entrepreneurship by the trainers from the MYSCD before the hand-outs of cheques. Lastly, youths needed capacity building in maintaining the business for profit making. Others were of the view that generally, there were lower levels of entrepreneurial skills among the youths.

5.2.7 When asked on what their views were on Youths entrepreneurial skills

The results out of the total of 18 respondents indicated the majority reporting that youths were not good entrepreneurs and to this effect, one government official said that the youths were not able to run the businesses effectively due to lack of skill and technical knowhow but were very eager to get the funds when they were not able to make good use of them. He added that they needed training to succeed. However, the minority indicated that youths were gifted entrepreneurs but needed support from stakeholders.

5.2.8 When asked if the loans given to youths provided job opportunities

The findings revealed that government officials were of the opinion that if the youths were given adequate loans, then they would create empowerment for themselves and others but the levels were still very low on YDF beneficiaries because government was running on a low budget. 6 beneficiaries and 3 non-beneficiaries indicated that they provide job opportunities and encouraged entrepreneurial mind-set among youths which opened their minds and subsequently encouraged self-employment. Lastly 3 non–beneficiaries indicated that there were no job opportunities created because the loans were not being given to intended personnel who squandered the funds without implementing appropriate investments. This gave an impression that some YDF funds were being given to wrong people with no plans for the disbursed funds (Ministry of Youth and Sport, 2013).

5.3 Aspects Influencing Accessing of Loans among the Youths in the Study Area

5.3.1 Factors influencing accessing of loans among youths in the study area

It was found that access to the loans was due to the youths having or possessing viable business ideas when the youths were able to present viable and bankable business ideas through presenting well written business proposals. However, political interference is a factor influencing accessibility to YDF loans. But the youths failed to write good business proposals and in some instances proposals were wrongly submitted. The majority, therefore, are the respondents that indicated the business viability and so it can be concluded that the YDF loans were accessed by the youth in the study area due to due to viable business ideas (Ministry of Youth and Sport, 2013).. The results agreed with the literature review where the youths were required to network and mobilise in order to meet their collective needs. This is clearly indicative of them implementing a viable programme which would help them meet their needs (Gok, 2010). 

5.3.2 Improved access of YDF Loans among Youths in the Study Area

When asked on what should be done to improve access of YDF loans among youths in the Study area by MYSCD, the responses were that 10 out of 18 were of the view that the MYSCD should conduct vigorous sensitization campaign on fund guidelines and general conditions to raise awareness of the public especially the youth on the availability of the YDF loans under the ministry. This would be coupled with effective advertising on different media especially the community radio stations. In order to provide evidence on the above findings, one respondent said that thereshould be sensitization and that funds should be provided for through sensitization. The other respondent indicated that the funds should not be politicized. On the other hand, 8 indicated that all the eligible applicants should be considered for funding not only those close to the funders or those in charge of the disbursement of the fund. The majority of the respondents, therefore, were in favour of awareness campaign to ensure that the majority of the youth participate in the empowerment programmes (Ministry of Youth and Sport, 2015).
5.3.3 When asked about the family constellation

The results clearly revealed that the majority of the respondents indicated that the beneficiaries of the YDF belonged to dependent family constellation while 3 indicated that they emanated from dependent and house headed by youths two family Constellation. Hence, it can be deduced that the majority of the youths who accessed Youth Development Funds came from dependent family constellation. The family where youth development came from had either a positive or negative impact on whether one was going to be business oriented or not.

5.3.4 When asked on how they got to know about the youth loans

 The results revealed that the majority of the respondents reported that they knew about YDF loans through the media especially through radio advertisements, while the minority indicated that it was through friends who had accessed or heard about the funds before. Thus, it can be concluded that media was the common channel through which the youths came to know about YDF. Advertisement is important but the medium used also matters because if the ministry uses Zambia daily mail to advertise youth loans very few youth have access to newspaper in Mongu  that area and as such youths are hindered systematically.

5.3.5 When asked on what the impact was of loans on livelihoods of youths

The findings from the above question indicated that out of the total of 18 respondents9 said there was  no impact on youths because the funds were not being used for the intended purposes by the youths because they channelled the funds elsewhere while another 9stated that the impact was gradual because youths became economically viable and were able even to create jobs for themselves and others even though the funds were not adequate enough for the youths to put up the business they lobbied the funds for.





5.3.6 When asked on what the limitations were to accessibility and repayments of youth
         loans

The results revealed that from the targeted 18 respondents, the 6 beneficiaries indicated that the amounts given were too small while one government official said that inconsistency was also at play. He said that at that time of his speaking, YDF programme was under monitoring review and he did not know when it would be resumed.
Another observation was that youths were many in numbers, thus this caused a lot of competition. The 6 government officials indicated that youths who accessed loans were not paying back and this hindered other youths from coming on board. The wrong submissions by the youths of business proposals were a challenge for the ministry and there were no strict measures by government. On the other hand, 6 of represented who were the youths indicated that the nature of the business they were forced to start because of the limited funds they were given by the government limited their repayment capacity because repayment were to be made using the same funds as start-up capital was a very big challenge among youths and also the attitude in terms of paying back was due to political alignment. It goes with funding the funds were not adequate for starters. The market is not readily available to realise profit to pay back and youths were being dropped from the list of accessing YDF due to political interference.

5.4 Barriers Surrounding Repayments of Loans among Youths in the Study Area

5.4.1 Factors influencing repayment of loans among youths in the study area

When asked on the factors influencing repayment of the YDF loans given to the youths by MYSCD, the responses were that out of 18 respondents, 11 indicated that the repayment rate of the loans among youths was very poor while 7were of the view that youths never paid back the YDF loans because they thought it was a grant and because the youths thought that the funds were a grant and so they did not take repayments to be serious. Hence, from these responses, it can be concluded that youths have a poor attitude towards repayments of YDF and this agreed with Wyn and Whiet (2004) in Literature Review.


5.4.2Improve Repayment of YDF Loans among Youths in the Study Area

When asked on what should be done to improve repayment of YDF loans among youths in the study districtby MYSCD, the responses were that the majority of the respondents were of the view that monitoring and evaluation should be stepped up by the MYSCD. They suggested that this could be done in form of reminders by phone calls and checking how the youths were coping with the project implementation and to this effect they recommended that government should create market linkages for the funded projects.

In order to improve on the accessibility of the YDF loans by the youths in the study area, sensitisation was considered as key while monitoring and evaluation coupled with creating market linkages by government on behalf of the fund beneficiaries was critical to improving on the repayments of the acquired YDF loans. Further, both the males and the females had access to the loans. However, since the indication was that more male youths were accessing the loans while there were few females, it could be concluded that GRZ through the MYSCD was not doing very well in ensuring gender balancing in the accessibility of YDF loans. This finding is very unlike the one in the literature review where the youth policy encouraged the governments to ensure that youths needed to secure access to appropriate forms of social support which were flexible enough to meet different needs of various categories of youths (Pais2003). This is a clear indication that gender balancing was being considered.

5.4.3 When asked if the accessed loans were monitored

Projects are monitored by the Department of Youth once in a while but the monitoring process but the monitoring depends on other projects hence they are not effective as they are done once or twice per year .More so, monitoring was not serious because it was only put on other programmes that were funded due to limited resources while others in the same category indicated it was done within the first four to six months after fund disbursement. 11 indicated that the funds were not monitored and if they did, it was a remote monitoring and officers did not visit the sites of the beneficiary youths and also that Government should come up with a full-fledged training workshop in entrepreneurship for beneficiaries.

5.4.4 When asked what kind of support the youths get from government

The results reviewed that respondents were of the view that the YDF beneficiaries got technical support in terms of how to run businesses but there was no additional support besides the funds loaned to youth projects by government. For example, one respondent said that it was prudent for government to run training programmes for the funded youths while those who paid the loans on time should be allowed to apply for another loan but this was not the case (Ministry of Youth and Sport, 2013).The support youths get from the government is very superficial hence there is need for more technical support to be rendered in respect to workshops.

5.5 Summary 

In summary, the nature of the YDF loans was such that most of the youths got cash loans while few of them got payable loans.  Arising from these results, there were two kinds of YDF loans the MYSCD gave out to the youths in Mongu District. These included payable loans and cash loans. Further, the study revealed that the youths accessed the loans usually in groups of 5-10 individuals. A myriad of factors influenced accessibility of loans among youths in the study area among which were viable and bankable business ideas and political interference as factors influencing accessibility to YDF loans. However, on the other hand, the repayment of loans among youths was affected by poor repayment rates because youths thought it was a grant government gave them.

The factors which influenced youths inaccessing YDF loans were politicization, limited resources by the Zambian Government and poor repayment rates or culture/attitude. However, improvement of accessibility of the fund among the youth in Western Province in Zambia will come about by urging the MYSCD to conduct vigorous sensitization campaign on fund guidelines and general conditions to raise awareness of the public especially among the youths on the availability of the YDF loans under the ministry. This should be coupled with effective advertising on different media especially on community radio stations. On the improvement of the repayment of the YDF loans among the beneficiary youths in the study area, the majority were of the view that monitoring and evaluation of YDF projects should be stepped up by the MYSCD. They suggested that this could be done in form of reminders by phone calls and checking on how the youths are coping with the project implementation. The Zambian Government should further endeavour to create market linkages for the funded projects as this was critical to improving on the required repayment of the acquired YDF loans by the beneficiary youths. 




















CHAPTER SIX: CONCLUSION AND RECCOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Overview

This chapter presents the conclusion and recommendations as suggestions of the study.

6.2 Conclusion

The rate of repayment can be improved by decentralizing the youth office for easy interaction with the grass root at district level, YDFL in Mongu had a considerable impact on the actual youth entrepreneurs though few of them had access to the fund. It was also established that the GRZ through the MYSCD was the facilitator of YDFL and poor repayments were linked to poor monitoring and evaluation and lack of business support services as well as unsuccessful businesses through lack of market linkages of the funded projects. The majority of the respondents were aware of the conditions attached to the YDF loans. Lastly, it was observed that the youths were not doing a market research/survey before they could venture into any form of business and this affected their business success in the study area as this was created by much competition from businesses of same or similar service and product provisions. The study also established that in some cases, YDF was not given to genuine entrepreneurs which also affected the repayments acquired loans.

6.3 Recommendations

Therefore, this study recommends the following:
ii. The MYSCD should conduct proper sensitization campaigns to create public awareness especially if the youths are to submit viable business proposals.
iii. The MYSCD should constantly conduct business support services in support of the funded projects.
iv. Youths should do a market research before they can venture into any funded business to protect themselves from undue business failure and or competition. 
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APPENDICES
Appendix 1: INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATORS

THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA
INSTITUTE OF DISTANCE EDUCATION
INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATORS

Dear Respondent,  

I, hereby, write to request you to participate in the interview. I am a post- graduate student at the University of Zambia conducting research onto evaluate the impact of the youth development fund loans disbursed by the government of the republic of Zambia (GRZ) on the youths beneficiaries in western province of Zambia. You are, with honour, therefore requested to assist in providing certain information in this research. The information so collected will be used to write a dissertation as part of the requirement leading to the award of degree of Master of Science in Counselling. Please, be assured that the information thus collected is solely for academic purposes, shall remain within the confines of the university and will be treated with strict confidentiality.  

A. Background information
(1) What is the gender of youths accessing the loans?
(2) What is the age group of the youths accessing the loans in your catchment area? 
(3) What kind of a family constellation do the youths who get loans are in, in your area or come from?

B. Nature and conditions to access and repayment of loans
(4) What type of loans is the YDF giving to youths in your area? 
(5) How does one access such a loan ie what are the conditions for one to get such a loan?
(6) How did you get to know about such loans in the area?
(7) What type of businesses are the youths required to do in order to access such a loan?
(8) Do you think youths are accessing the YDF in your area? Why do you feel so? 
(9) How is the repayment rate of the loans among youths in your area? Why do you think so?

I. Facilitators to access and repayment of loans
10. What are the facilitators of access to loans as well as repayment of loans in your catchment area?   
 11. In what ways are the Youth Development fund loans disbursed to youths? What are your views about these ways?
12.  How have they impacted on the livelihood of the youths in the area?
13. Are the youths actual benefiting from the youth development fund loans? Why do you feel so?
14. What are your views on entrepreneurial skills of the youths accessing loans in your area and why do you feel so? 
15.  How would you describe the business environment? How enabling or favourable is it for business to grow and why do you think so?
16.  Do you think loans given to youths provide job opportunities and why do you think so?

      II. Barriers to Acquisition and repayment of loans among Youths
17.  What would you say are the barriers to accessing and repayment of loans among youths in your catchment area?
18. What are the limitations to access and repayment of loans among youths in your area?
19. Are the youths who access loans monitored? If so, how often?
20. What are your comments on entrepreneurial skills among youths in your area?
21. What kind of support do youths who might have accessed loans receive government?

      III. Measures to improve access and repayment of loans among youths
22. In your views what should be done to improve (a) access to loans among youths (b) rate of loan repayment among youths in the area?
23. In which ways can performance in terms of loan repayment among youths be improved in the area?
Thank you for your responses
Appendix 2: INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR DISTRICT ADMINISTRATORS

THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA
INSTITUTE OF DISTANCE EDUCATION
INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR DISTRICT ADMINISTRATORS

Dear Respondent, 
 
I, hereby, write to request you to participate in the interview. I am a post- graduate student at the University of Zambia conducting research onto evaluate the impact of the youth development fund loans disbursed by the government of the republic of Zambia (GRZ) on the youths beneficiaries in western province of Zambia. You are, with honour, therefore requested to assist in providing certain information in this research. The information so collected will be used to write a dissertation as part of the requirement leading to the award of degree of Master of Education in counselling and Guidance. Please, be assured that the information thus collected is solely for academic purposes, shall remain within the confines of the university and will be treated with strict confidentiality.  
A. Background information
What is the gender of youths accessing the loans?
What is the age group of the youths accessing the loans in your catchment area? 
What kind of a family constellation do the youths who get loans are in, in your area or come from?

B. Nature and conditions to access and repayment of loans
(4) What type of loans is the YDF giving to youths in your area? 
(5) How does one access such a loan ie what are the conditions for one to get such a
loan?
(6) How did you get to know about such loans in the area?
(7) What type of businesses are the youths required to do in order to access such a loan?
(8) Do you think youths are accessing the YDF in your area? Why do you feel so? 
(9) How is the repayment rate of the loans among youths in your area? Why do you think so?
I. Facilitators to access and repayment of loans
10. What are the facilitators of access to loans as well as repayment of loans in your catchment area?   
 11. In what ways are the Youth Development fund loans disbursed to youths? What are your views about these ways?
12. How have they impacted on the livelihood of the youths in the area?
13. Are the youths actual benefiting from the youth development fund loans? Why do you feel so?
14. What are your views on entrepreneurial skills of the youths accessing loans in your area and why do you feel so? 
15.  How would you describe the business environment? How enabling or favourable is it for business to grow and why do you think so?
16. Do you think loans given to youths provide job opportunities and why do you think so?

II. Barriers to Acquisition and repayment of loans among Youths
17.  What would you say are the barriers to accessing and repayment of loans among youths in your catchment area?
18. What are the limitations to access and repayment of loans among youths in your area?
19.  Are the youths who access loans monitored? If so, how often?
20.  What are your comments on entrepreneurial skills among youths in your area?
21. What kind of support do youths who might have accessed loans receive from government?

III. Measures to improve access and repayment of loans among youths
22.  In your views what should be done to improve (a) access to loans among youths (b) rate of loan repayment among youths in the area?
23.  In which ways can performance in terms of loan repayment among youths be improved in the area?
Thank you for your responses



Appendix 3: INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR YOUTH WHO ACCESSED LOANS

THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA
INSTITUTE OF DISTANCE EDUCATION
INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR YOUTH WHO ACCESSED LOANS

Dear Respondent,  

I, hereby, write to request you to participate in the interview. I am a post- graduate student at the University of Zambia conducting research onto evaluate the impact of the youth development fund loans disbursed by the government of the republic of Zambia (GRZ) on the youths beneficiaries in western province of Zambia. You are, with honour, therefore requested to assist in providing certain information in this research. The information so collected will be used to write a dissertation as part of the requirement leading to the award of degree of Master of Science in Counselling. Please, be assured that the information thus collected is solely for academic purposes, shall remain within the confines of the university and will be treated with strict confidentiality. 
 
A. Background information
1. What is the gender of youths accessing the loans?
2. What is the age group of the youths accessing the loans in your catchment area? 
3. What kind of a family constellation do the youths who get loans are in, in your area or come from?

B. Nature and conditions to access and repayment of loans
4. What type of loans is the YDF giving to youths in your area? 
5. How does one access such a loan ie what are the conditions for one to get such a loan?
6. How did you get to know about such loans in the area?
7. What type of businesses are the youths required to do in order to access such a loan?
8. Do you think youths are accessing the YDF in your area? Why do you feel so? 
9. How is the repayment rate of the loans among youths in your area? Why do you think so?

I. Facilitators to access and repayment of loans
10.  What are the facilitators of access to loans as well as repayment of loans in your catchment area?   
 11. In what ways are the Youth Development fund loans disbursed to youths? What are your views about these ways?
12. How have they impacted on the livelihood of the youths in the area?
13. Are the youths actual benefiting from the youth development fund loans? Why do you feel so?
14. What are your views on entrepreneurial skills of the youths accessing loans in your area and why do you fell so? 
15. How would you describe the business environment? How enabling or favourable is it for business to grow and why do you think so?
16. Do you think loans given to youths provide job opportunities and why do you think so?

II.Barriers to Acquisition and repayment of loans among Youths
17.   What would you say are the barriers to accessing and repayment of loans among youths in your catchment area?
18. What are the limitations to access and repayment of loans among youths in your area?
19. Are the youths who access loans monitored? If so, how often?
20. What are your comments on entrepreneurial skills among youths in your area?
21. What kind of support do youths who might have accessed loans receive from government?

III. Measures to improve access and repayment of loans among youths
22. In your views what should be done to improve (a) access to loans among youths (b) rate of loan repayment among youths in the area?
23. In which ways can performance in terms of loan repayment among youths be improved in the area?

Thank you for your responses


Appendix 4: INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR YOUTHS WHO HAVE NOT ACCESSED LOANS

THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA
INSTITUTE OF DISTANCE EDUCATION
INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR YOUTHS WHO HAVE NOT ACCESSED LOANS

Dear Respondent,  

I, hereby, write to request you to participate in the interview. I am a post- graduate student at the University of Zambia conducting research onto evaluate the impact of the youth development fund loans disbursed by the government of the republic of Zambia (GRZ) on the youths beneficiaries in western province of Zambia. You are, with honour, therefore requested to assist in providing certain information in this research. The information so collected will be used to write a dissertation as part of the requirement leading to the award of degree of Master of Science in Counselling. Please, be assured that the information thus collected is solely for academic purposes, shall remain within the confines of the university and will be treated with strict confidentiality. 
 
A. Background information
(1) What is the gender of youths accessing the loans?
(2) What is the age group of the youths accessing the loans in your catchment area? 
(3) What kind of a family constellation do the youths who get loans are in, in your area or come from?

B. Nature and conditions to access and repayment of loans
(4) What type of loans is the YDF giving to youths in your area? 
(5) How does one access such a loan ie what are the conditions for one to get such a loan?
(6) How did you get to know about such loans in the area?
(7) What type of businesses are the youths required to do in order to access such a loan?
(8) Do you think youths are accessing the YDF in your area? Why do you feel so? 
(9) How is the repayment rate of the loans among youths in your area? Why do you think so?

I. Facilitators to access and repayment of loans
10.  What are the facilitators of access to loans as well as repayment of loans in your catchment area?   
11. In what ways are the Youth Development fund loans disbursed to youths? What are your views about these ways?
12. How have they impacted on the livelihood of the youths in the area?
13. Are the youths actual benefiting from the youth development fund loans? Why do you feel so?
14. What are your views on entrepreneurial skills of the youths accessing loans in your area and why do you feel so? 
15. How would you describe the business environment? How enabling or favourable is it for business to grow and why do you think so?
16. Do you think loans given to youths provide job opportunities and why do you think so?
 II. Barriers to Acquisition and repayment of loans among Youths
17.  What would you say are the barriers to accessing and repayment of loans among youths in your catchment area?
18. What are the limitations to access and repayment of loans among youths in your area?
19. Are the youths who access loans monitored? If so, how often? 
20.  What are your comments on entrepreneurial skills among youths in your area?
21. What kind of support do youths who might have accessed loans receive from government?

 III. Measures to improve access and repayment of loans among youths
22. In your views what should be done to improve (a) access to loans among youths (b) rate of loan repayment among youths in the area?
23. In which ways can performance in terms of loan repayment among youths be improved in the area?
Thank you for your responses
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Reference is made to the above subject.

Permission has been granted for you to conduct a research on the topic -
The Evaluation of the impact of the youth development fund loans disbursed by
GRZ on youth beneficiaries, a case studly of Mongu district, Western Province.

Ensure that you submit a copy of the research proposal, interview guide
and the findings of your research to this office for our reference.

Senior Human Resource, anagement Officer
for/ PermanentSecretary
WESTERN PROVINCE
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