Definition of E-Resources (What)

E-resources is short term for Electronic Resources or electronic information resources. These are collections of information in electronic or digital format that are accessed on an electronic device, such as a mobile phone, computer, etc. These are published resources in
 electronic versions/format such as encyclopedias, pamphlets, e-books, e-journals, databases etc.csagjnsbsnbsa
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SERIALS TRAINING PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS ON E-RESOURCES
INTRODUCTION
Objective: Training on effective use of EIRS. By the end of the session, students should be able to successfully retrieve and use the available e-resources
i) Assessment

How much do students know about e-resources (What are e-resources)?

What do students want to know about e-resources?
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E-resources is short term for Electronic Resources or electronic information resources. These are collections of information in electronic or digital format that are accessed on an electronic device, such as a mobile phone, computer, etc. These are published resources in electronic versions/format such as encyclopedias, pamphlets, e-books, e-journals, databases etc.csagjnsbsnbsa
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Choosing quality information sources (Why)
Advantages of using e-resources include the following:-

· Easy information retrieval. 

· Ability to do full text search across a huge number of resources in one go 

· Ability to download, print, or send the desired document instantly (easily manipulate data to suit your need as long as you acknowledge source. i.e. can cut/paste/undo/redo)
· Ease to skim and search through. 

· Currency, quality and timeliness of the information 

· Convenience of accessing articles any time from your own computer/Home/anywhere 

· Ability to link directly to additional resources or related content 

· Ability to create personal collections i.e. favourites, bookmark, etc
Others

· Comprehensive (wider range and organised access to high quality information), convenient, diverse, current, time saving and accessible to many users concurrently from anywhere, anytime, whether or not the physical library is open. 

· Because they provide a wider range and organised access to high quality information they have brought about innovations in teaching, learning, and research at all levels of education in universities i.e. from undergraduate through postgraduate and beyond. 
The two types of e-journals are Academic and Non academic journals
Academic Journals are refereed Journals, i.e. journals that have been peer-reviewed by professionals in that field hence are deemed to be authentic. 

These include:-
 
Pre-prints: These are journals that have not yet been printed for publication

Bulletins: These are in-house publications such as the UNZA Newsletter 

      Non-Academic Journals include: 

Trade Journals, Magazines, and Newspapers
It is however, recommended to use academic resources.
ACCESS TO E-RESOURCES
University of Zambia Library subscribes and provides access to several electronic information resources, which are accessible via UNZA website.  

Access within UNZA network is free except for Agora (Access to Global Online Research in Agriculture), Hinari (Health Internetwork Access to Research Initiative), Oare( Online Access to Research in the Environment)  require user ids and passwords) 
Go to the University of Zambia website,
Click on library.
Click on e-resources
This will give you a list of databases we subscribe to organized according to eight school disciplines

· Namely Agricultural Sciences/Vet Medicine, Education, Engineering, Social Science, Law, Mining, Natural Sciences and Medicine
1. Depending on the available browsing options for each dbase, you can browse 

· By journal title (Vol./No.), article title. This option lists titles usually in alphabetical order
· Subject. Browsing by subject will list the resources according various specific subjects fields.

· Advanced search (To limit, broaden or adjust). 
· Sort by currency or best march
SEARCH STRATEGIES

Finding information one is looking for heavily depends on how effective and appropriate the used search terms are in relation to their information need. One needs to come up with appropriate search terms to help them retrieve the information. 
There are also search strategies you can use to adjust your search with, i.e. limit or broaden, such as. 
a) Boolean Operators: This is a search strategy where you use words such as ‘And’, ‘Or’ and ‘Not’ to guide your search.

For Example: literature “AND” Information
b) Phrase Searching: This is a search where you use a particular phrase to guide your search.  For Example, “Information Literacy”.  This means all your search results will include all materials with that phrase.

c) Truncation or Wildcard: Use of star* and 
CITING E-RESOURCES
Electronic resources are becoming more often used in academic work and it is essential to refer to them as well.  Therefore such Information needs to be accurately cited in the reference. Citing e-resources includes the following:-
Authors Name or organization recognized as author.

Year of publication. Please do not use the date the site was last updated because this is not the date of its publication.
Title of the document being cited.
The URL of the site the information is found and the date of access. The date the material was accessed is very important because covers you from unavailability of such materials at a later date. It also allows for easy reference by the readers of your work.
For Example: 
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