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ABSTRACT

Modern society is radically different from the way traditional societies were organised. Today the
media plays an important and irreplaceable role. It checks and restrains the abuse of power by those
entrusted with the task of running public affairs. This duty of the media in democratic societies is
best and effectively carried out when the media operates independently without interference from

the state.

In Zambia, the question of the freedom of the press has been a matter of struggle dating back to
colonial rule. Zambia got its independence on 24™ October 1964 with Kenneth Kaunda as the first
President. Dr. Kaunda lost no time in turning the country into one party state. Kaunda and United
National Independence Party (UNIP) held the corridors of power for 27 years until 1991 when the
wind of change swept Zambia and the country reverted to multi-party politics. The Movement for
Multi-party Democracy under the leadership of Fredrick FTJ Chiluba defeated UNIP and Kaunda in a

landslide victory.

The MMD led government came in with a liberal approach system in which the media was assured
total emancipation. This political and economic atmosphere gave a leeway for privately owned
media to enter the market which was previously saturated by government controlled media. Under
the Chiluba administration, there was a genuine benign feeling that at last there seems to be a
greater hope for a free press in Zambia. This new impetus to restore media freedom by the MMD
government at the beginning of their mandate was deemed to be a complete departure from

Kaunda’s autocratic rule.

The purpose of this study is to show that the battle for a free press in Zambia still continues and will

probably continue for some time to come.

The method used in this research is triangulation which involves both qualitative and quantitative

methodologies.

The findings of this research indicate that despite the good will shown by the MMD government to

enact good media laws before and immediately after the MMD came into power, there has been



very little progress on the media landscape. The media in Zambia continues to operate under very

awkward legal framework.

This study is dedicated to God the Father “Yahweh who made the earth, who formed it and set it
firm—Yahweh is his name...” (Jer.33:2)

To him be glory, honour, majesty, dominion and praise!!



ACKNOWLEGMENT

This work would not have been possible without the support of many people. My growing tribute
goes to my supervisor Dr. Isaac Phiri, who read and helped to make some sense out of the much
confusion. Thanks to the University of Zambia for providing the necessary facilities. And finally,
thanks to my classmates, and many numerous friends who endured this long process with me,

always offering support and love. To all of you, | truly acknowledge your patience.






TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER ONE

1.

INTRODUCTION........cceoriuruuennne o

1.1 Zambia’ profile......ccccevevveevennne.

1.2 Government
1.3 Geography

1.4 The political economy of Zambia.......ccccevveeveeveinciesscne e,

1.1.0 BACKGROUND TO THE FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION...............

1.1.1 State of affairs in the colonial era.......ccccvcevvieiivivivcveeeeeeee,

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

1.1.6

1.1.7

1.2.0

121

1.2.2

Press freedom under President Kaunda (1964 — (1972)
Press freedom under President Kaunda (1972 — 1991)

Press freedom under President Chiluba (1091 — 2001)

The Media Council Bill.......cccoevvivuiiiiciiiiecevcee e

Press freedom under President Mwanawasa.(2001 — 2008)
Media Legislation........ccceueeuenee.

Organisations involved in the fight for press freedom in Zambia........

What MISA-Zambia IS.......cueeeeeeiieeceeeeereceeee e

MISA’s core area of operations

A WNR

30

34

34

12

16

27

34



1.2.3 Background to MISA-Zambia’s role in the battle for a free pressin ...

- 1021 o= TR OO 35

1.3.0 Statement of the problem.........cccoeveeieecieveceeee e,
1.3.1 General 0bjJeCiVES.....coiveeeeececeeece e e 38
1.3.2 SpPecifiCc ODJECLIVES....cvceeriercece et 38

R T T 2 - 1 o = LT 39

CHAPTER TWO......coiiiiiiimneineenssnssesssasssasssassassasssasssasssassnssasssssanes 40
2.0 MethodolOogy.....ccooeereiererriee e 40
2.1 Research qUestioNs......cuveceeveeceie et
2.2 POPUIAtiON.cciiccc s e 40
2.2.1 Sampling ProCeAUIe......coiirireerreceee ettt sere e
2.2.2 QUANTITAtIVE SUIVEY ..o ie ettt e e
2.2.3 Focus group discussions (FGDS).......cccceerererveseeevnrereeeceereanens
2.2.4 In-depth iNTEIVIEW.....ccvevieeieeeeee et
2.2.5 Measuring of attitudes to governance issues using Likert scale............

2.2.6 Limitations of the study.......cccoceveereveeecc e e, 43

Vi
CHAPTER THREE........cccutirerrernneesnesneseesssssnsssnsssssnssssassnssssssasssessnns 44

3.0 CONCEPTUAL AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK................. 44

3.1.1 Operational definitions and conceptual VieW.........ccceeeeeveveeeveveennns

37

40

41

41

41

42

36

43

44



3.1.2 Operational definitions.........ccccceevereveineiee e e . 44

3.1.3 THE PreSS.cuecereierierirtireeeeteetesteses s reraesaeressesssese e eressnsenes 44
3,104 Fre@dOM ettt sttt et e st e 44
3.1.5 HUMAN FBHES it e 44
3.1.6 Press CeNSOISNIP.....ccciciriereereeceee e eteree st e e ere v e 44
3.1.7 Pre-publication.......ccieeceeceie e e e 45
3.1.8 Self-Censorship.....ccccceieienincreee e e 45
3.1.9 Post-publication cenSOrship .....ccccceceeeeveereereccecie e 45
3.1.10 Freedom Of the Pres......ceevececee et 45
3.1.12 CoNCEPLUAI VIEW....cueereererirereece e e vaer et e 46
3.2.0 THEOLETICAL FRAMEWORK.........cccccoueiiieitieiiecctiecctee e 50
3.2.1 Theories of deMOCracCy.....cceeeveeveresesereree et ee e 50
3.2.2 The four theories of the Press........c.cceveeeveveceinccece e 51
3.2.3 Functional theories of communication...........ccccoceevreevesrerece e 53
CHAPTER V...t ceereceeerscneeessnaesssnnsssneesssnss senssssmssssnneessnnns 54
4.0.0 Literature ReVIeW........ooiuiiiiii i e
4.0.1 INEFOAUCTION ...ttt e 54
4.0.2 Press freedom in Zambia.......cccceveeeeeies covcvevecie e 55
4.0.3 State of freedom of the Press....... e e 55
4.0.4 Impact of media reforms in Zambia.........ccceeeeeeieeecevecceieieinn, 57
4.0.5 WAy fOrWard........cococeieee e e et ereee e 59
4.0.6 Methodology USEd.........cceveeeeeece ettt 67
4.0.7 Observation of methodology........cccceeeveeverceicecceceeece e 67
4.0.8 Findings on the press freedom in Zambia during the first five...............
years of MMD in OffiCe......ccccveiveece e 68
4.0.9 Suggested avenues for future research.......cccoeeeeeeeeieive v ereenen. 68
4.0.10 What has not been investigated on........cccocecvivinineneneecece e 69
4.0.11 How the research will add to what has been found..........c.cccccuvununens 69

4.0.12  CONCIUSION..c.ei ittt sttt et e e eer e esn s aenes 70



5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7
5.8
5.9
5.1.10
5.1.11
5.1,12
5.1.13
5.1.14
5.1.15

5.1.16

........................................................................................... 71
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND PRESENTATION.........cccceevecurnnes 71
Sex profile of the respondents.........ccccovveieevereereece v 71
Level of education of the respondents.........cccccevevevevvevercrerevennene. 73
Importance of democracy in Zambia.......ccccccevveveveeceeneccencerereene 73
Democratisation and freedom of the press in Zambia........................

Vii

Zambian government’s commitment to press freedom from President......
Kaunda through to President Mwanawasa.......ccceuveneneneeresneerens oue 74
Independence of the press in Zambia........ccoceeeveveieevecececeeee s 75

The battle for freedom of the press in; who should fight for it?................ 76
Press freedom and development..........ccccvveeveeceineecesenesveee e 77
Legislation and press freedom in Zambia........cccocevvveveeivecesese e, 78
The need for responsible reporting........cccccceveeveeieeneevecveee v 79
Freedom of Information Act as a point of controversy in Zambia............. 80
MISA’s position in championing media freedom in Zambia..................... 81
Regulation of media in Zambia........ccccoevvevereceecccee e, 82

Who should regulate the media? .......ccovveveveevie e, 83

Press freedom under President Kaunda during the first republic......... ....

74



(1964 = 1972) oo eeeeeeeee e e e e ee e s sesesesees e eseees e sese s eeeneneseen o

5.1.17 Press freedom under President Kaunda in the second republic.................
(1972 = 1991 )it et sttt st e 85

5.1.18 Press freedom under President Chiluba and the MMD government..........
(1991 -2001)...cuureeeireerririeeeiiresereeesereae s e e e ses e es s e s 85

5.1.19 Press freedom in the future........coocee i 86

2 | N 88

5.2.1  Focus group discussion (FDGS).......ccccuerureeereerererereereneerereeessenens 88

5.2.2  Concept of dEMOCIaCY......coceeereveeeereeeeeste et 88

5.2.3  Zambian demoCracy....cccovvivnvrveneinrinrineneessee e esesestesessessaas 89

5.2.4  GOVEINANCE.....cotri ittt 89

5.2.5 Relationship between freedom of the press and development.................. 90

5.2.6  Responsible reporting and self-regulation..........cccccceeeeievveeriencenenns 90

5.2.7 WAy forward....... et se e s 90

PART Il

5.3.0 In-DEPTH INTERVIEWS.........ccccontmmimrieirie e eneeneenens 91

5.3.1 Democracy in Zambia......ccoceverieieneseiene e ee e e 91

5.3.2  Press freedom in Zambia.......cccoeoreueenernenenne e e e 92

5.3.3  Government and media freedom........ccoveeverneeeencinc s 92

5.3.4  MISA- Zambia and the media.......cccceeoevnninnennineceecec e 94

CHAPTER Vl.ouucniieitirsrsissisnnin e sssssscsesas st e ssassssse s ssassesssnssees 95

6.0 INTERPRETATION AND ANALYSIS OF RESULTS............cccceeenees 95

6.1 Zambia as a democratic state.......cccoeeveeecrinneecece e 95

84



6.2 Freedom of the press and democracy.......ccceuveeveveeeveseeinesennnns
6.3 Press freedom and development........cccccoeeeeneieeneececce e 98
6.4 Regulation of media .......occeeeeieiieeee e 101
6.5 Responsible reporting.......cccccveiviveneireinesie e e sesesieies aevvseene 102
6.6 Freedom of Information Act (FOI).......ceveverereveereereerneee e 102
6.7 MISA and the media in Zambia........ccooereeinnn s, 104
6.8 The future of the pressin Zambia.......c.ococcevevevrceceicinieeeee e 104
viii
CHAPTER Vll...cuuinreisiernscsennsnss s s sessssssssassns sesssassssassassssassses 106
7.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS..........ccccounrerureerrnnene 106
7.1 RecoOmMmMENdatioN.......cceviireirieieieeee e e 108
7.2 Strengthening democratic rule........uoevvveveece i 108
7.3 The legal SYSteM.......ececeeeeeet e et st enenes 109
7.4 Freedom of Information Bill........c.cceeeevieninnnnnicine e 110
7.5 Regulation of the media......c.ccooveveveceece s, 112
7.6 The Constitution of Zambia.......ccceeoeveeveirrecnic e 112
CONCLUSION.......couieitrrisennsnsssassasssssessssssassasssesssasssssssessnsssasassssas s 114
REFERENCES.......ccoccniiuiniineinnicnni st sas s ssass s s sssss s s s sas 116
APPENDIX 1 ...uciiiiiiinneine s sssie e e sassesssssss e sassesssssssesesassssssnes 120
APPENDIX 2......uoiiiiiiiirinnnininninnsssnessnssssssssessssssssassssssssss sssssssasssssnss 125

APPENDIX 3.ttt sessssessesss sssessssessesans 128

96






LIST OF TABLES

Table 1:

Table 2:

Table 3:

Table 4:

Table 5:

Table 6:

Table 7:

Table 8:

Table 9:

Table 10:

Table 11:

Table 12:

Table 13:

Table 14:

Table 15:

Table 16:

Table 17:

Table 18:

Age groups of the respondents

Zambia as a democratic state

Freedom of the press and democratisation

Freedom of the press in Zambia

Who should fight for press freedom in Zambia?

Relationship between a free press and development

Legislation needed for free press in Zambia

Responsible reporting

Freedom of Information Act

MISA-Zambia

Strength of MISA

Regulation of the media

Who should regulate the media?

President Kaunda and press freedom (1964 — 1972)

President Kaunda and press freedom (1972 — 1991)

President Chiluba and press freedom

The future of the press vis-a-vis MISA

Education level cross tabulation

73

76

78

79

80

81

81

82

87

95

72

74

77

77

83

84

85

86



LIST OF FIGURES

PAGE

Figure 1: Sex of respondents 71

Figure 2: Education level of the respondents 73

Figure 3: Government and the press freedom in Zambia 75



Xi



LIST OF MAPS

PAGE

Map 1: Showing the provinces of Zambia



Xii

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

MCz

ZIMA

CPU

MLC

PAZA

ZU]

ZAMWA

MECOZ -

MCB

IMC

IFJ

Media Council of Zambia

- Zambia Independent Media Council

- Common Wealth Press Union

- Media Liaison Committee

- Press Association of Zambia

- Zambia Union of Journalists

- Zambia Media Women Association

Media Council of Zambia

- Media Council Bill

- Independent Media Council

- International Federation of Journalists



FIB

ICCPR

HRW

MMD

UNIP

MISA

IBA

ZNBC

Freedom of Information Bill

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Human Rights Watch

Movement for Multiparty Democracy

United National Independence Party

Media Institute of Southern Africa

Independent Broadcasting Authority Act

Zambia National Broadcasting Corporation Act

Xiii



