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ABSTRACT

/6f development trade was

e

‘Purihg the 1910s, Asian trade
PR v

Livingstone was founded in 1905. In its early peri

in the hands of Europeans of mainly Jewish origi

developed and by the end of the Second World War tr ‘(Ii‘é' had shifted into Asian

\\

hands. Trading became the main occupation of the Asians even thgugh agriculture
was the predominant economic activity of the area. |

This study examines the evolution of the Asian trading community in
Livingstone from 1905 to 1964. It offers a historical explanation for the Asian
occupation of a dominant position in the wholesale and retail trade of Livingstone
during the colonial period. The study also examines the nature of Asian political and
social participation during the colonial period and shows the role played by Asian
traders during the period of African struggle for Independence. It also assesses the
impact of the Asian trading community in the economic, political and social
development of the area.

This study examines the role of different races in a socially stratified colonial
society in which placement was based on race. It demonstrates that in colonial soéiéty
a racist social structure is inseparable from capitalist economic development, for race
is inextricably linked with class exploitation and struggles. Therefore, in a colonial
society power structure, capitalist exploitation and race oppression were

complimentary to each other and influenced the class struggles.
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GLOSSARY
The study focuses on the colonial period, therefore it uses names that
applied during that time rather than contemporary ones. The aim is to try to
reconstruct the situation as it existed then. The following is a list of old and

contemporary names of countries, provinces, towns and roads/streets.

a) Names of Countries
Old Name Contemporary Name |
Northern Rhodesia Zambia
Nyasaland Malawi
Southern Rhodesia Zimbabwe

b) Names of Provinces and Towns
Old Name Contemporary Name
Barotseland Western Province
Broken Hill - ~ Kabwe
Fort Jameson Chipata

c) Names of Roads/Streets in Livingstone
Old Name Contemporary Name .
Empire Street Zambezi Street
Kingsway John Hunt Way
Mainway Mosi-o-tunya Road
Queensway Kuta Way
Leftler-Dennis Road Senanga Road

Syringa Street Nyerere Road




A NOTE ON CURRENCY
This study has used the British Imperial Pound (£), Shillings (s) and
Pence (d) for the currency because it focuses on the colonial period, during -
which, Zambia was using the British Colonial currency. It changed to the
Kwacha and Ngwee currency in 1968. In the colonial currency denominations,
12 pence (12d.) was equal to one Shilling (1s.), while 20 shillings (20s.) was
equal to one Pound (£1). In the Zambian currency 100 ngwee (100n.) is equal

to one Kwacha (K1).
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Historical Background

Before the imposition of colonial rule, trade was an important aspect of the
economic life of the people of Northern Rhodesia. Items likg "salt, metals, beads and
ornaments, cloth, tools and other goods were exchénged in a set of trade links that
extended from both the Atlantic and Indian oceans into the interior chiefdoms vand
kingdoms”." With the onset of colonial rule which introduced mass produced factory
goods such as hoes, salt and blankets, and the use of money as the medium of exéhange,
traditional African or pre-capitalist trade was replaced by the newly introduced modern
or capitalist trade. The destruction of pre-capitalist trade was accelerated by the
introduction of taxation and land alienation which forced Africans to render their labour
on European enterprises so as to earn money for the payment of tax and the meeting of
other social obligations which had become increasingly centred on the money economy.
In order to earn cash, some. Africans began to sell indigenous products such as
handcrafts while subsistence farmers began to grow. cash crops. As a result a trading
community emerged and set up stores that provided for African needs as wAelA as
European needs.

In the early days of the development of Livingstone most of the t.rading
activities were in the hands of individual European traders. Trading activities by Asians
gradually developed. In 1905 Asians were involved in the hawking of fruit and
vegetables and by 1913 Asian stores in which they were selling fruit and vegetables
were already opened.2 In the 1930s the Asians had taken over much of the African trade

giving stiff competition to European traders. By 1938 there were 15 Asian traders in



Livingstone.3 Towards the end of the Second World War, Asians had ousted European
traders from the African trade.4

This study is primarily concerned with the development of the Asian trading
community from 1905 when the town of Livingstone was moved from the Old Drift to
the present site to 1964 when Northern Rhodesia became independent. The study is
therefore about the growth of the Asian trading activities during the colonial period.
A Brief History of Livingstone

Livingstone is found in the Southernmost part of Southern Province of Zambia,
which was called Northern Rhodesia during the color;ial period (See map on Page xiii).
It was named after the Scottish.missionary explorer, Dr. David Livingstone, who was
the first European to see the Victoria Falls in November 1855. In the early days of
European settlement, the area was called Victoria Falls region.>
When European settlers entered the area, they found three main African groups under
traditional chieftaincies inhabiting it. These were the Leya under the Mukuni
Chieftaincy to the east of the Falls. Mukuni's people were the first Bantu group to arrive
in the area, displacing the Bushmen who were the earliest traditionally recorded
inhabitants.6  The second group was the Leya under the Sekute Chiefiaincy to the
north-west of the Falls. These acquired the Leyahood after settling in the area. The third
group was the Toka under the Musokotwane Chieftaincy north-east of the Falls? Apart
from the above, there were also other small chieftaincies or sub-chiefs in the region.
These were the Siakasipa Chieftaincy, which belonged to the Toka main group, and the
Katapazi chieftaincy, which belonged to the Masubia and were the same as those of
Sekute. 8 In the north corner of Livingstone was the Momba chieftaincy of the

Mankoya people who originated from Barotseland The Katapazi and Siakasipa



chieftaincies were reduced or demoted to sub-chiefs by the colonial administration in
the 1930s.10

There were also a number of small chiefs who claimed sovereignty status before
the onset of colonial rule. These became subordinate to one or the other of the' above
main chiefs. For example, "Linda who ruled where the town of Livingstone is situated
today fell under Chief Mukuni, Mujala in the north-east of Livingstone fell under
Musokotwane and Katombora in the south-west fell under Sekute." 1! Though there
were also people from other regions of the territory, it was on the above that African
trade depended when the area came under effective European colonial rule.

The existence and development of Livingstone is closely connected with the
British colonial history in general and the scramble for Africa in particular. From the
close of the nineteenth Century until 1924 when it came under the sovereignty of the
British Government, the territory was administered by the British South Africa
Company (BSAC), a commercial enterprise founded by Cecil Rhodes, one of the
wealthiest men in Southern Africa at the time. The BSAC was granted a Charter by
Queen Victoria in 1889 for the administration of what became Northern and Southern
Rhodesia. Cecil Rhodes financed British expansion into the area in the belief that there
were gold and other mineral deposits both north and south of the Zambezi river.12

Livingstone had its origin at the Old Drift settlement established in 1898 on the
north bank of the Zambezi river, 8 miles (14 kilometres) above the Falls. A ferry
crossing started business at this settlement. All stores for Tanganyika Concessions, the
Northern Copper Company, the BSAC administration and the traders bound for
Barotseland were unloaded here. 13 Frederick J. Clark was the first white man to settle
in the area in 1898. He worked as a Forwarding Agent and ran a transport service.across

the river. He also opened a General Dealer Shop with a liquor licence and a Hotel. By
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1902 there were three General Dealer Stores at the Old drift. By 1903 the European
population had grown to 70.14

The Old Drift settlement was heavily infested with mosquitoes owing to its flat
and marshy terrain. The death toll from malaria and blackwater fever was therefore
extraordinarily high. When the railway line reached the Victoria Falls in September
1904 and the construction of the Victoria Falls bridge was completed in September
1905, it meant that all goods would from then onwards be transported by rail. Because
of the above two factors, the BSAC moved the establishment of the town of
Livingstone to a new site on the Sandbelt, the present site of Livingstone, which
became known as Constitution Hill where the administration was already settled.!> All
white settlers were forced to leave the Old Drift and move to the new area amidst
protest in 1905.16

As a result of a relatively larger European settlement in comparison with other
places in North Western Rhodesia, Livingstone was chosen the capital of North
Western Rhodesia in 1907. It became the capital of Northern Rhodesia after the
amalgamation of North- Eastern and North Western Rhodesia in 1911 and remained so
until 1935 when the capital was moved to Lusaka.

In Livingstone, a multiracial population developed. This "comprised of the
Africans, by far the largest group, the Europeans, Asians and a tiny group of
Coloureds."!7 Asians were predominantly traders.

Statement of the Problem

Asian trading enterprises expanded in Livingstone during the colonial period
and yet not much historical study has been done on the subject. Further, the fact that
Asian trading enterprises had been growing suggests that there were economic, social

and political factors that enabled them (Asian trading enterprises) to thrive. It is
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therefore the purpose of this study to reconstruct the history of the Asian Community in
Livingstone during the colonial period and in the process unveil the factors behind its
development. The study also attempts to show and explain the Asian traders'
participation in the economic, political and social development of the area during the
colonial period . Further, the study will examine the view that Asians do not contribute
to the economic growth of the country in which they are engaged.
Definitions of Some Terms Used
In this study the term Asian refers to the trading community of Indo-Pakistan
origin in Livingstone during the colonial period. It is interchangeably used without
~change of meaning with the term Indian. The term European is interchangeably used
with White while African and Black are interchangeably used without change of
meaning. African, Native or Kaffir trade refers to retail and wholesale trade that catered
specifically for Africans during the colonial period while European or white trade refers
to retail and wholesale trade that catered specifically for Europeans.
Literature Review
A survey of literature on Asian traders in general and Livingstone in particular
reveals that a history of Asian traders has not bepn studied in detail. While they
provided an important service in the retail and wholesale trade in the town, it is curious
that Asians have escaped the "attention of scholars. Nonetheless, there are a few
references in some studies which mention Asian traders in passing. This is true of
Gann's The Birth of a Plural Society and A History of Northern Rhodesia, both of
which contain useful material on the genesis of Asian trading community in Northern
Rhodesia.
In The Birth of a Plural Society, he demonstrated that settlement of the Asian

traders in Northern Rhodesia first occurred at the behest of the BSAC administration.



The Administration held the view that Asian traders would develop native trade in wax,
grains and oil seeds which European traders found troublesome and also protect
Africans from harsh European dealings.!8 InA History of Northern Rhodesia, he traced
the development of the Asian traders pointing out that they often came as young men
engaging themselves in the stores of their countrymen who had already established
themselves. At the end of their contract, they often started a business of their own.!?
Gann's works however did not have much that was relevant to the work on Asian
traders in Livingstone because they focused on other themes. The main weakness of
these works lies in the limitations of the methodology used. He did not correlate the
archival sources used with information from ins?ders through testimonies. More
satisfactory in this regard is the Dotsons’ sociological ethnological study, The Indian
Minority of Zambia, Rhodesia and Malawi. The Dotsons also traced the origin of the
Asian traders and went further by examining Asian capital formation and nature of
Asian politics during the colonial period. They noted that pioneer Asian traders earned
their capital through working arduously. They moved from door to door mending shoes
of European customers, doing market gardening and later using the small amounts of
money generated as capital to start trading business in African trade. In this trade they
competed with pioneer white settlers and therefore invoked hostility from them29 This
study has benefited from Gann's and the Dotsons' observations in examining the genesis
of the Asian trading business in Livingstone.

In their examination of the nature of Asian politics, the Dotsons observed that
Asian reaction to federation “underwent a cycle of passionate and futile opposition, a
period of fairly comfortable accommodation and finally reluctant rejection under the
pressure of African nationalism™.2! This study has attempted to find out whether or not

the Dotsons' observation applied to the Asian traders in Livingstone.
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Chiwomba Mkunga noted that the BSAC introduced Asian traders in Chipata so
that they would develop African trade to facilitate the integration of the traditional
African trade into the money economy of North Eastern Rhodesia. He argued that on
the whole by providing consumer goods and wholesale facilities to African traders,
Asian traders indirectly enhanced the integration of the consumer into the capitalist
economy. He also noted that Asians pursued the politics of collaboration with the ruling
government as the most expedient way of preserving their privileged positions and that
Asians supported African nationalism quite late.” Bizeck Phiri's study gives an insight
into the intra-Asian trading community relations. He argued that the view held by
several scholars that Indian traders in Africa worked in harmony and were devoid of
any conflict in their trading activities is a myth as trade rivalry among Indian traders
was rife in Eastern Province during the colonial period in Northern Rhodesia?3 This
study has investigated Mkunga and Phiri’s arguments to find out whether or not they
also applied to Asian traders in Livingstone.

Wood and Keith in the.ir respective works highlighted the nature of social,
economic and political participation of Asian traders in Northern Rhodesia. " Wood
noted that Asian traders reinvested the wealth generated instead of exporting it to India.
Therefore, they contributed to the economic development of Northern Rhodesia?4 On
the other hand, Keith argued that Asians did not contribute to the cultural or social and
economic development of their adopted countries.25 On the political aspect, Wood
argued that Asian traders in Lusaka supported the colonial government in order to
safeguard their trading activities.26 In times of economic and political crisis, Keith
observed that both Europeans ‘and Africans used Asian traders as scapegoats?? This

study has used Wood and Keith's observations so as to find out the extent to which



Asian traders participated in the social, economic and political development of our
study area.

Yona Seleti highlighted entrepreneurship in Northern Rhodesia. He observed
that though pioneer Asian traders were resented by pioneer White settler traders, the
colonial policy was not to discriminate against Asians in business. He also noted that
despite such a policy in practice business in urban areas was a preserve of white first,
Asians second whilst Africans were only allowed to trade in native reserves till much
later. Seleti further argued that "‘Asian traders were discriminated against in regard to
admission into the native reserves on the pretext of protecting Africans"28 Our study
has examined the arguments advanced by Seleti to find out whether or not they also
applied to our study area. N

Though mentioned in passing Kristin Ese, Merran McCulloch and J. F.
MacDonald have valuable information in their respective works on Asians in
Livingstone during the colonial period. Ese noted that during the early settlement of the
area, trade was in the hands of Europeans of mainly Jewish origin and that Asian
immigrants were very poor. In order to make a living they resorted to trading.2%
McCulloch pointed out that although the Asian population was small it piayed an
important role in the economic li.fe of Livingstone, especially the retail trade. He ﬁxfther
observed that Asians were engaged in market gardening3® MacDonald highlighted the
relationship between Asians and Europeans during the early settlement. He noted that
Europeans were prejudiced against Asian traders and argued that their prejudice was
due to their inability to compete with them in trade3! Ese, McCulloch and
MacDonald's works are significant to our study as they have provided us with

additional background information.



There are also some scilolars who have conducted studies on Asian traders
outside Zambia. Some of them have suggested the factors that made Asian traders
successful during the colonial period. For example, D. P. Ghai and Y. P. Ghai argued
that Asian traders in East Africa were generally successful because they were imbued
with traits of hard work, business acumen and frugality.32 H. V. Merran and H. L. Van
der Laan argued that the success of Asian traders in Sierra Leone was due to internal
organisation in which employees were recruited on the basis of kinship which gave
them the obligation to look after the interests of their employers. Further, the legal
contract between employee and employer, which- carried the employer's right to
repudiate the contract if not satisfied forced employees to work hard. They also argued
that the incentive in the form of .a bonus that was given at the end of the contract'lﬁade
the employee work hard so that he could earn his bonus and possibly start his own
business.33 H. M. Bates, writing on Asian traders in Natal, South Africa, gave
unorthodox trading business practices as one of the factors34 The above studies are
important to this study as they have provided it with the basis for researching into the
factors that made Asian traders in Livingstone successful during the colonial period.

Kaniki's study on the Lebanese immigrant traders (who were a minority group
just like the Asian traders in Livingstone) in West Africa argued that the main factor for
their success was due to their ethnic solidarity, protection and support they received
from the colonial government vyhich was bent on squeezing African traders.35 This
study has examined Kaniki's arguments to find out whether or not they applied to Asian
traders in Livingstone.

Gregory's study on Asians in East Africa, Grewal's on Indians in Tanganyika
and that of Makambe on Asians in colonial Zimbabwe shed light on the reasons for

Asian involvement in politics, Asian grievances against British colonial administration
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and the main purpose of maintaining racism during the colonial perio\(_i‘,x‘espgctiyel)’;;r"
Gregory observed that Asian involvement in politics-was primarily concerned with the
S

removal of inequalities between themselves and Europeans. He further notg:d"&xat most
of the Asians assumed a ﬁeutral position during the Africqn’ strugglé *for
independence.3¢ Grewal observed that the grievances of Indians against the British
colonial administration centred on legislation that concerned trade and commerce, more
so the regulations that made it difficult for them to obtain trading licences37 Makambe
argued that racism was maintained so as to institutionaise economic inequalities in a
colonial economy that placed Europeans first, Asians second and Africans last.38 This
study has attempted to find out whether or not Gregory, Grewal and Makambe's
observations also applied to the Livingstone situation.

The review of literatureb above clearly shows that the subject of Asian traders in

Livingstone has just been glossed over. There is therefore a gap in the historiography of

Asian traders in Livingstone in particular and Zambia in general since no detailed

historical study exists on the subject in the area. This study has attempted to addfess the
situation.
Objectives of the study

This study has three objectives. The first object is to explain the evolution of
the Asian trading community in Livingstone from 1905 to 1964. The second objective
is to find out the factors that led to the growth of the Asian business. The third
objective is to examine the extent of the Asian traders' participation in the economic,
social and political development of the area from 1905 to 1964.
Significance of the Study/Rationale

The study is justified on the following grounds. Firstly it is the first

comprehensive historical study of Asian traders in Livingstone and will contribute to
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the literature on the Asian traders in Zambids historiography. Secondly the study
makes a contribution to the study of minorities in particular and business history in
general during the colonial period in the historiography of Zambia. Thirdly it is hoped
that the study will stimulate interest for further research on the subject among the
scholars in Zambia.

Methodology

The data used in this study was obtained from written and oral sources ana .was
analysed qualitatively using the historical method. Material from unpublishéd and
published primary and secondary sources was collected from various places. These
were the University of Zambia Library which was used on a continuous basis till the
conclusion of the research, the Livingstone Museum Library and the National Archives
of Zambia (NAZ).

Though NAZ proved useful, some files that indicated they contained useful
material for the study proved to the contrary. For example file SEC1/1582 which
indicated that it contained inférmation on Indian licences for the years 194547 was
found unhelpful as it containeql information on health. Similarly file RC/72 which
should have had information on the registration of Asians resident in Noﬁhem
Rhodesia actually contained material on agriculture. The gaps left as a result of the non-
location of the aforementioned files were filled in by material from the Livingstone
Mail which was published from 1905 to 1968. Even though the Livingstone Mail was a
mouthpiece of white settlers of Livingstone it contained useful information on the
study. For example, from applications for trading licences made by Asian traders which
appeared in the Livingstone Mail, 1 was able to get material on Asian trading licences.
Consultation of the written sources before proceeding on the field research helped me to
formulate some of the basic quéstions that I asked my informants.

11



Oral interviews were conducted in Livingstone and a few in Lusaka. Oral
testimonies were obtained through informal oral interviews of Africans, Europeané and
Asians who had lived in Livingstone during the colonial period. Questions for my
interviews took an open-ended form. The interviews with Asians and Europeans were
conducted in English while those with Africans were either in English or in Chitonga,
Silozi or Chinyanja, which most people in Livingstone understand. I conducted all the
interviews myself because 1 speak all the above languages. Interviews conducted with
Asians and Europeans were done at their business places at an agreed day and time. A
few were done at their homes.. Some Asian informants were interviewed more than
once. The interviews with African informants were conducted at their homes, also z;t an
appointed day and time.

The study centred on Asian traders, therefore oral interviews focussed much on
Asian traders and businessmen who operated in Livingstone during the colonial period.
Where this was not possible their descendants were interviewed. The age limit of
Asians interviewed ranged from 45 to 82 at the time of interviews. The average was 63.
Most Asian informants were reluctant to talk on political issues, intraAsian relations
and African- Asian relations. Whenever I sensed such reluctance, 1 did not pursue the
topic. However a few Asians like H. Oza who was the oldest member interviewed and
migrated to Livingstone in 1941, Mr. J. R. Nayee, Mr. H. R. Nayee, Dr. A. Devalia and
Mr. H. P. Govind were very helpful in shedding light on those issues.

African informants in my interviews included customers for Asian .traders
during the colonial period, one pioneer African trader and political activists. Although I
had intended to interview many Africans who had worked as sales agents, store
assistants or store keepers for Asian traders and pioneer African traders during the
colonial period, I failed to locate such people or their descendants. I was only abk to

12



locate and interview one African who once worked as a storeboy (storehand) and later
owned a shop. However, not much useful information was obtained from him because
of his inability to think clearly and recall past events due to old age. The failure to
locate more pioneer African traders could probably be due to the fact that, as thc;, study
reveals, pioneer African traders in Livingstone came from other regions such as
Barotseland and Eastern Province. Most of them could therefore have later gone backto
their home regions.

Four Europeans were interviewed. Africans and European informants gave very
useful information on Asian business practices during the colonial period. Oral sources
were used to corroborate the written sources. To write this dissertation, data collected
was analysed qualitatively using the historical method which explains change over time

past as the study is a historical one.
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CHAPTER TWO
THE EVOLUTION OF THE ASIAN TRADING COMMUNITY IN
LIVINGSTONE, 1905 - 1935.

Introduction

This chapter focuses on the development of European and Asian trading
businesses in Livingstone from 1905 to 1935. The chapter is divided into four sections.
The first section briefly examines the development of European business in order to
provide a framework for the study of the evolution of the Asian trading community. [t
shows that trading activities were pioneered by European individual traders, most of
whom were of Jewish origin. The second section briefly looks at the trading policies of
the Northern Rhodesia Government. It argues that though Colonial Government
trading policies were not restrictive in wording, they were applied in a racially
discriminatory manner so as to maintain a racially stratified colonial society in which
Europeans were to be at the top, Asians in the middl;a and Africans at the bottom. The
third centres on the background to Asian settlement from 1905 to 1911. It demonstrates
that Asian immigrants came to Livingstone because of lack of opportunities for
economic advancement in India. The fourth section examines the development of the
Asian trading community from 1912 to 1935. It argues that Asian traders began mainly
as market gardeners, growing vegetables and fruit which they hawked to the white
community. Because of a number of factors such as the general growth of the town
which stimulated economic activities in the area and the surrounding villages and the
First World War from which Asian traders benefited through profiteering on scarce

goods, by 1935, Asian traders had ousted European traders in the African trade.
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Development of European Business in Livingstone, 1905 1935.

When the present site of Livingstone was opened in 1905, among the first
people to move from the Old Drift to the new town were Freddie Mills and his wife,
Frederick J. ‘Mopani’ Clarke and Leopold F. Moore.! At the new town, two types of
businesses, the white trade and African trade (which was also called ‘Kaffir Trade’ or
‘Native Trade’) developed. White trade catered for t.he needs of white people and was
conducted on Mainway which was called the first class trading area while the African
trade catered for the needs of African people and was conducted on Queensway'which
was called the second class trading area. Trading in both places was conducted by
white traders during the initial settlement of the area’

The pioneer white settler traders were of different nationalities and were mainly
of the poor class. Most of them started as itinerant traders and later participated in a
variety of business varying from general dealer to native trade, bakeries, butcheries,
hotels, chemist shops and contractors. For example at the new town ‘Mopani’ Clarke
opened a shop and a bar and later in 1909 built a hotel, the North-Western Hotel which
offered accommodation to families of government workers, and tourists visiting the
Falls.’ ‘Mopani’ later branched into ranching business on the Kafue Flats where he
settled whilst his family maintained control of his trading business in Livingstoqe until
1950.

Freddie Mills and his wife opened the first hotel in the territory in 1906 called
Livingstone Hotel which did a roaring business with the railway construction workers.*
L.F. Moore who later became a settler politician and the first leader of the Unofficial
Members of the Legislative Council opened a chemist, “L.F. Moore Chemist,” and
founded a newspaper, the Livingstone Mail in 1906.° On Queensway, George Smith and
James James opened a butchery while Smith opened another one called Pioneer
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Butchery on Mainway.® Taking advantage of the growing business enterprises. in the
town as a result of the transfer of the administrative capital of North-Western Rhodesia
from Kalomo to Livingstone in 1907, the Standard Bank of South Africa opened a
branch in September of the same year.’

More European businesses were opened in Livingstone when it became the
capital of Northern Rhodesia following the amalgamation of North Eastern and North
Western Rhodesia in 1911 to form a unified territory, Northern Rhodesia. As a result
by 1927 a glut developed in the native trade, precipitating stiff competition for
customers.®

Although trading in Livingstone was carried out by whites of different
nationalities, Jews from Russia, especially Lithuania, were the main traders.in the
African trade. As early as 1906, there were many Jewish traders, for example, Isadore
Aberman described as a general merchant by the Livingstone Mail, Berger and Cohen,
retail merchants; R.T. Bernstein, builders, the Peimer Brothers, Jacobson and Kiel,
general merchants. In fact, as many as two thirds of the general dealer licences issued
in the town were held by a small number of the Jewish community which numbered 28
persons in 1909.°

The Susman Brothers, Elie and Haries, who made their fortune in the
Barotseland cattle trade and arrived in Livingstone in 1909 were the largest Jewish
traders and played a key role in the development of the area as a distributing centre,
bringing in many people as relatives, friends and employees who themselves became
eminent traders. Some of the people who were brought by the Susman Brothers and
became eminent traders in Livingstone were Marcus Grill and his family, Max Shapiro

and his family and the Kopelowitz brothers, Paul and Elias."
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The dominance of European traders in Africap trade gave way to Asian traders
in the 1930s. Whereas in 1913 there were only a few Asian hawkers in the town, by
1937 nearly all trade in African goods was done by Asian traders on Queeensway." -

On the whole, European business collapsed because of the 1928-1933 economic
depression. This depression was so severe in Livingstone that by 1932 nearly all
Africans were out of employment.” Because of this, the Livingstone Mail in 1933
reported great distress amongst the unemployed people in Maramba, the town’s African
location.” Undoubtedly, reduced economic activities following economic depression
resulted in most European traders becoming bankrupt.

Additionally, Livingstone suffered two other severe blows to its status during
the 1930s. The first was the transfer of the headquarters of Rhodesia Railways from
Livingstone to Broken Hill in 1932 while the second was the transfer of the capital city
of Northern Rhodesia from Livingstone to Lusaka in 1935. As a result, the ‘white
population of the area on which European traders depended that had reached 1,600 in
1931 was reduced to 1,300 in 1946. The African population, which was approximately
10,000 in 1931, increased to 13,000 in 1946.* Africans were the main customers of
Asian traders. Thus, Asian trade thrived as will be shown later.

Trading Policies of Northern Rhodesia Colonial Governments, 1905-1935.

The control of trading activities was exercised through colonial authority
proclamations on trade and commerce which provided for the issuing of trading
licences. Though trading regulations, particularly those pertaining to the issuing of
trading licences were not racially restrictive in wording, in practice they were applied in
a racially discriminatory manner. For example, the Proclamation by the "High
Commissioner used up to 1907 in North Western Rhodesia gave arbitrary powers to the
British South Africa Company (BSAC) administrator allowing him to grant, cancel or
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uphold licences to trade. It did not contain any racially restrictive regulation."” The
North-Western Rhodesia Regulation 3 of 1905 whose provisions were consolidated in
Northern Rhodesia Proclamation 3 of 1920 and later repealed and replaced by the Trade
and Licensing Ordinance Number 24 of 1930 also did not embody any racially
restrictive regulation in the issuing of trading licences'.

Though these regulation.s on trade were not racially worded, they all had a
clause that provided for trading licences to be given only to people of approved
character. Because of this they were sometimes applied against certain elements of
white traders especially of the poor class who it was thought had low moral standards
and so would undermine white prestige and personal social standing, as trading,
particularly in the African market, involved close intercourse and relations with the
subordinate African people."’

Though the above shows that trade regulations were not used on racial lines but
on a class basis where the class of rich whites were protected by the authority who also
belonged to this class, from the class of poor white traders, on the whole they were
applied in a racial manner. This'was particularly so when the white race as a whole felt
that its grip on the economy and thus its supremacy was being threatened.This was
because the colonial authority was following Sir Harry Johnson’s dictum that “Africa
which is within the tropics must be ruled by the whites, developed by Indians and
worked by Blacks.”® In line with this philosophy, the social and political structure of
Northern Rhodesia was tailored in such a way that economic benefits of development
went first to the white settlers. The economic advancement of Africans in Northern
Rhodesia was not regarded to be an issue because whites were generally given the first
priority, followed by Asians, and lastly Africans, who were to be labourers. As a result
of this general policy, towns and administrative centres which had high trading business
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opportunities were made a preserve for whites. Africans who were not in European or
Asian employment were not allowed to settle there, let alone set up trading businesses
as they were supposed to be labourers.

The colonial government policy on trade especially with regard to the position
of Asian traders was not decisive but the BSAC and thé Town Management Boards
were guided by circumstances of the time, that is the wishes of the white settlers in
different regions of the territory depending on the.trading circumstances prevailing
there. As a result conditions of Asian traders were different from region toregion. For
instance in Chipata, despite the t;act that Asian traders were vehemently resented duﬁng
the early years of their settlement, they were later accepted. Consequently they
penetrated the hinterlands of the area going as far as Lundazi and Petarke. Some white
settlers and colonial officials were of the view that African business was not yet capable
of catering for African goods and that Asian retail traders would boost white settler
wholesale business. Furthermore, Asian traders would service the hinterlands where
European traders and the African Lakes Corporation was finding it difficult to supervise
stores situated throughout the province."

On the other hand, in Livingstone they were only allowed to trade on
Queensway and another area called 217 which was opened in the early 1920s. This
remained so up to about 1940. These were called second class trading areas. ATAhere
were no Asian traders in the reserves of Livingstone District though European traders
were operating there.”® In Barotseland, Asians were not allowed to trade whereas
European traders, for instance the Susman Brothers, could trade freely?' Undoubtedly,
arising from the above as Seleti observes, “the European trader enjoyed numerous

»2  However, unlike the Africans, Asians

privileges which were denied to others.
enjoyed the benevolence of colonial authority so that competition against their position
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in the commercial sector was minimal. As a result, they thrived despite white settler
opposition.
Background to Asian Settlement, 1905-1911

The Asians who migrated to Livingstone came from India, which was a British
colony at that time and part of the British Empire. They therefore came to Livingstone,
another part of the British Empire following its colonisation in the early twentieth
Century, as British subjects. The British generally used Asian labour to develop their
colonies. For example in East Africa, Indian labour recruited on indenture conditions
was used as railway construction workers, surveyors, clerks and accountants. Similarly
in South Africa, Indian labour Was recruited to work on the sugar plantations of Natal in
the 1860s.”

Both in East Africa and South Africa, Indians came much earlier and in' lérge
numbers than in Northern Rhodesia. Dotson and Dotson observed that “indentured
labourers were without exception miserably poor”? In both East and South Africa
indentured labourers were followed by a group of Indian immigrants of a commercial
type who came to take advantage of the commercial potentialities created by the
inherent needs of their countrymen, Mangat called them ‘free’ or ‘passenger’
immigrants.” These were therefore economically better off than the Indians who came
as indentured labourers. Most of the Asian settlers in Livingstone came via Southern
Rhodesia and were mainly from Gujarat State situated in the western part of India.

In Chipata, North Eastern Rhodesia, pioneer Asian settlers came in 1905 at the
behest of Codrington, the Administrator of North Eastern Rhodesia. Codringtoﬁ .was
adopting Johnson’s Nyasaland policy of using Asian traders as intermediaries between
the European trading firm, the African Lakes Corporation (Mandala), and the African
consumers.” Johnson held the view that white settlers should concentrate on farming
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rather than trading, which should be the domain of the European firm and the Asian

traders.”’

Unlike the early Asiahs in East or South ‘Africa who came as indentured
labourers or those in Chipata who came under the auspices of the administration, the
pioneer Asian settlers in Livingstone came of their own accord. Also unlik'el the
‘passenger’ or ‘free’ Asian immigrants, the pioneer Asian settlers in Livingstone were
quite poor. Nearly all pioneer Asian immigrants in Livingstone emigrated from India
because of poverty and lack of opportunities for economic advancement in India which
was very poor and backward at the time”® The graphic description given by Hilda
Kuper about village life in India in the nineteenth Century best summarises the state of
affairs given by most informants about life in India at the time pioneer migrants were
leaving India for Livingstone. Kuper observed that:

In the nineteenth Century village life in parts of India was harsh and

hard; the country was underdeveloped, stricken periodically by famine

and ravaged by disease. Home industries had decayed with the

importation of British goods and cloth, peasants were in need of land, a - -

few wealthy landowners battened on misery of many tenants?
Without doubt, this sombre situation in India and a desire to improve one’s economic
position was the main motivating factor for migrating. This factor is evident even
much later, as seen in B.B. Lulla’s application letter to migrate to Livingstone

]

Northern Rhodesia. Lulla wrote: “A desire to improve my condition ... induces me to
write this letter.”*

The pioneer Asian immigrants in Livingstone came as young men and were
generally ambitious, adventurous and enterprising. The general pattern of the Asians
who migrated to Livingstone was that after the would-be immigrant had saved enough
money for transport fares and the mandatory 50 British pounds required (wﬁich was

changed from time to time), in the early years by the colonial authorities before one
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could be allowed to settle, he would then migrate. Once settled successfully he would
call his relatives or friends to join him?'

Jack Marajah who came to Livingstone at the time the area was being colonised
is believed to be the first Asian settler in Livingstone. He was the only pioneer Asian
settler in Livingstone who came through peculiar circumstances. He came as a
serviceman in the BSAC.”* All other pioneer Asian séttlers came on their own initiative
in search of opportunities for personal economic advancement as observed earlier. One
such person who left India because of poverty was Shambhu Nayee who arrived in
Livingstone in 1905.* Nayee was a barber by profession. After arriving at his port of
entry in Dar-es-Salaam he walked overland to Livingstone. In Livingstone he did some
menial work for a European couple before settling down to the business of hair cutting.
Nayee lived in a corrugated iron hut with mud floor on Queensway. He lived by cutting
hair for the European people wherever he was wanted including the Victoria Falls.
After seeing that there were good business opportunities in Livingstone, Nayee in 1918
called in his son Shombhai who was 18 years by then to take over his hair cutting
business. Shortly after the arrival of his son, he wer.lt back to India to take care of his
family, having accumulated a substantial amount of money whilst in Livingstone .

Bhana Rama was another Asian who left India because of the sombre ecqnomic
situation there. He came from a family of farmers. Rama arrived in Livingstone in
1908.5 However, before coming to Livingstone he first stayed in Southern Rhodesia,
Umtali for two years where he had travelled by train after arriving at Beira, his port of
entry in 1906. Rama could not settle in Southern Rhodesia most probably because he
was not allowed to do so by the colonial authorities there. This is because the year he

left the country, 1908, was also the year in which an ordinance, the Southern Rhodesia
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Ordinance 4 of 1908 which restricted the immigration of Asians in the territory was
passed.”

In Livingstone, Rama first worked at one of the local hotels as a cook for a
while, and thereafter acquired a piece of land along Maramba river where he grew
vegetables. Rama lived by selling vegetables to the white population of Livingstone.
Seeing that Livingstone offered a good business opportunity for his trade, two years
later in 1910 Rama invited his younger brother Malji Rama from India to join him and
together they worked on his small piece of land growing vegetables. By 1911 the
population of Asian settlers in Livingstone, all male;s had grown to 6 out of the total
population of 39 in the whole of Northern Rhodesia.* Though small, this was. the
nucleus of the Asian trading community in Livingstone, the development of which the
next section will consider.

Development of the Asian Trading Community, 1912-1935.

Bhana Rama who came in 1908 is believed to be the first Asian trader in
Livingstone. Being poor, pioneer Asian settlers were mainly engaged in market
gardening, growing vegetables and fruit, as this did not require much capital. They
peddled their produce which they carried in baskets on their heads or shoulders to the
white community, moving from house to house. In those days the fruit and vegetables
that white settlers ate came from South Africa and these arrived in a stale state because
of the many days they spent on the way. As a result the Asian fruit and vegetable
business was lucrative due to the fact that their produce was sold whilst fresh?

Most informants have observed that pioneer Asian settlers had very little time to
rest. After their produce had been sold, the money realised was often used to buy items
like salt, soap, paraffin, matches, candles, beads, sewing needles, cheap cotton
blankets, basins, calico cloths, cups, plates and in later years the three legged pots
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which they sold to nearby villages like Mukuni, Makunka, Senkobo and Katombora
which had a high concentration of Africans. These items were very popular among the
Africans. Because of the little rﬁoney circulating in the villages, the items were in most
cases bartered for village produce like groundnuts, sorghum, millet, maize and
chickens. These were later peddled to Africans working on European enterprises
associated with the growth of the town, for example, the building industry. Some of the
African people in Livingstone came from other areas such as Barotseland. Others even
came from as far as North Eastern Rhodesia. As a result, by 1917 there were 1,700 able
bodied African men in Livingstone.* The high population of Africans in employment
resulted in the increase of cash flow in the hands of Africans. These were the main
customers for Asians. Some of the Asian market gardeners even employed Africans in
their gardens, some of whom particularly the trusted ones, were sent to hawk on their
behalf in the surrounding village‘s where they procured village commodities which were
later hawked to Africans in town.*' Thus, market gardening and hawking was the initial
source of capital for the Asian trading community in Livingstone. However, some like
the Nayee family made their capital through barbering while others like Naran Bhaga
who came to the area in the early 1920s made their capital through shoe repairing.

The First World War stimulated economic activities in the surrounding areas as
a result of the growth of Livingstone and the use of Livingstone as a labour recruiting
centre for the Southern Rhodesia and South African labour markets and enhanced the
development of the Asian trading community in Livingstone. The First World War
played a role in the development of the Asian trading community through profiteering
on goods that were in short s.upply due to the war. Sureshbhai S. Rama whose
grandfather came in 1908 noted that the First World War created a severe shortage of
goods like soap, salt, paraftin, candles, blankets and hoes in Livingstone. Asian traders
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who managed to get these items from the local white wholesale traders and Southern
Rhodesia through friends and relatives made a lot of money by selling the goods at
exorbitant prices to Africans who had no choice due to scarcity. Though European
traders were also involved in profiteering, Asian traders benefited most because they
hawked these goods either by themselves or through their trusted African agents to
nearby villages. European trad'ers were too proud to do that particularly after 1910
when most of them became economically well off.*

The general growth of the town induced economic activities in the surrounding
villages such as Makunka, Katombora, Sikute, Musokotwane, Katapazi and Mukuni. In
addition to the staple food crops, the African people in these areas started growing
market gardening crops such as vegetables and fruit which they sold to the African
inhabitants of Livingstone. Some like the inhabitants of Mukuni whose population had
grown to 450 by 1932 were realising money through the brewing of beer which they
sold to the African inhabitants of Livingstone. Others were making articles such as
mats, baskets, chairs, and curios which they sold to tourists visiting the Victoria Falls®’
The money realised from such activities was spent in paying tax and the purchasing of
consumer goods mainly from Asian traders, thus enhancing the development of the
Asian trading community in Livingstone.

Livingstone was used as a labour recruiting centre for the Witwatersrand Native
Labour Association (WENELA) and the Rhodesia Labour Association (R.N.L.A) as
well as a lay-by for the migrant labour coming from work in the South African and
Southern Rhodesia labour markets. By 1920 the Labour Office in Livingstone recorded
6,596 passes issued to Africans going south in search of work™ Govind observed that
Asians often hawked their meréhandise to the Africans at the migrant labour camp after
obtaining a permit from the District Commissioner. White traders did not venture there
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due to their contempt of Africans, hence Asians made a lot of money because workers
at the labour camp received money regularly. They ploughed this money back into their
businesses.*

Though the Asian population was small, it offered stiff competition to the white
traders most of whom at this time were also poor, mere market gardeners and petty
traders. As a result they developed a strong anti-Asian sentiment and opposition to
Asian immigration; remarking adversely about their role in the country. Just as in
Kenya, Uganda, South Africa and Southern Rhodesia, the white campaign against
Asians in Livingstone revolved éround the picture of an Asian as a ‘crafty’ trader who
lived on what they termed ‘the smell of an oiled rag’. As a result, this led-to the
dislocation of certain branches of trade such as the African trade by cutting down prices
to the detriment of the legitimate trader without the spending capacity to level matters
up. He was also described as an undesirable neighbour owing to his insanitary habits
and in the argument that Asians showed no interests in becoming permanent settlers but
only thought of India with their savings. Consequently, they demanded government
protection as a “higher race” from what they termed “Asiatic invasion” by withdrawing
support from a “political and health point of view.” .

The colonial authorities succumbed to the white settler anti-Asian sentiments
and campaign against Asian. immigration.  In 1915, the Northern Rhodesia
Proclamation 15 of 1915 requiring would be immigrants to be able to read and write a
European language to the satisfaction of an immigration officer was passed.*® This
Proclamation was an obstacle to Asian immigration as most Asians up to the early
decades of the twentieth Century were illiterate owing to inadequate educational

facilities in India. As a result of this proclamation, coupled with the First World War,
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no Asian migrated till after 1921. This is because in 1921 the population of Asians in
Livingstone was 6, just as it was in 1911

Nonetheless, on the whole Asians in Livingstone enjoyed government tolerance.
The European community in Livingstone was self centred, consequently the majority of
newly developing businesses and amenities were reserved for their exclusive use. For
example, Messrs Jacobson and Kiet when they were opening up their new store in 1908
put up an advert which in part read:

“...an up to date ... a full and complete range of everything in a white

community will be carried ... None but white trade. Ladies will not be

required to rub shoulders with a crowd of clamorous and odorous

natives.”
Since most white traders especially in latter years did not feel comfortable to serve
Africans in their stores due to’strong racial prejudice, the white settlers developed
hostility towards Africans. But the authorities tolerated Asian traders. This is because,
just like their counterparts in Chipata as observed earlier, they were expected to play the
role of serving the labouring Africans with their needs which most well established
white traders were not prepared to do. Nonetheless, African consumers felt more
comfortable buying from Asian traders than white traders because Asian traders
allowed them to enter shops and choose whatever they wanted unlike in shops owned
by white traders where they were forced to buy through small windows or hatches?"
The practice stimulated Asian trade.

As a result of this tolerance, by 1926 there was a consideable number of Asians
on Queensway involved in a variety of trading activities on premises leased- from
European traders whose business in African trade had collapsed.” Despite the relative

increase in the number of Asian traders, by 1927 only three hadtrading licences.> This

was because it was only in the early 1920s that trading licences for shops were given to
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Asian traders. Before then, Asian traders conducted their businesses by entering into
agreements with white traders particularly those who were folding up due to stiff
competition so that they could ﬁse their premises on lease terms>*

Even when trading licences were made open to Asians, they were not easy to
obtain. For example Ramchandra Hakunitrai Desai who applied for a general déaler
trading licence in 1925, Jack Marajah in 1926 and Ranchhod Nana who already had
one licence but wanted to have one more in 1927 were not issued with the licences

> This denial of trading licences to Asians triggered apprehension in their

applied for.
community. In view of that in November 1927 the Livingstone British India
Association sent a strongly worded petition to the Governor of Northern Rhodesia, Sir
James Crawford Maxwell complaining bitterly about the discriminatory manner in
which trading licences were issued. They noted that whilst white settlers were issued
trading licences with ease, Asians were not, yet they were also British subjects who
were law abiding. They therefor_e implored the Governor to consider their grievances as
trading was the only way open to them where they could make a living.* |
Asian settlers were denied trading licences because white settlers fearéd that
Asian enterprises would threaten the creation of a viable white population. The white
settlers knew that they would not compete successfully with the Asian traders who had
the ability to cut down expenses through frugal living. Most of the white population in
Livingstone came either from or through South Africa where anti-Asian prejudice was
common at the time. Nearly all white settlers therefore came to Livingstone with such
prejudices. Consequently, white traders in Livingstone made appeals to the wider
European community. They lobbied for government support arguing that it was the
white people who had won the country and therefore should get the benefits of it. They

also claimed that Asians had lower business ethics. They further argued that in contrast
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to the Asians, who in the main were single and whose money left the country, if the
European who stayed with his family was hurt he would leave the country, thus
reducing the white population and so destroying the social fabric of the white
community.”” The European fear of Asian competition in African trade was therefore
fused with racism since the Asian rivals were distinct in colour, ethnicity and culture so
as to maintain their predominance in African trade.

In fact, it was because of this fear that the Northern Rhodesia Proclamation 15
of 1915 which provided for a language test in which immigrants had to read and write a
European language to the satisfaction of an immigration officer before they covuld be
allowed into the country was introduced. This was intended to check Asian
immigration into the territory to protect white traders from Asian competition. Further
in 1924, there was an attempt by the white settler authority to introduce into Northern
Rhodesia, the Southern Rhodesia 1924 Ordinance which imposed a complete ban on
Asian immigration into the territory.”® The Colonial Office rejected this because they
did not want to be seen following measures which appeared racially inclined as it
conflicted with their policy of treating all British subjects on equal terms. Additionally,
the Colonial Office was worried about the reaction of India on the issue™

In spite of the above impediments, by 1931 the population of Asians in
Livingstone grew to 20% and by the mid-1930s all the second class trading bL;siness
was in the hands of Asian traders. The only prosperous European owned store was held
by a European who had a labour recruiting business® Thus the Asian trading
community which had a humble beginning in 1908 was fully entrenched and

blossoming in Livingstone by 1935.
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Summary

From the discourse in this chapter, several points can be highlighted. F irstly,
there were two types of trading activities in Livingstone; white trade which catered for
the needs of Europeans and African trade which catered for African needs. Both
trading activities were pioneered by European traders who were mainly Jewish. This
followed British colonisation of the area. Secondly, trading activities were regulated by
colonial Government trading policies, which though not racially discriminatory in
wording were applied in a racially discriminatory manner. This was because colonial
society was organised on racial lines with Europeané at the top, Asians in the middle
and Africans at the bottom. Though both the race and class a person belonged to,
determined his success in the economic structure of colonial society, the racial factor
was overriding. The class factor only operated when considering members belonéing to
the same race and not to different races. Therefore trading policies were applied on
racial lines so as to maintain the status quo of the racially stratified colonial society.
Thirdly, Asian immigrants came to Livingstone because of poverty resulting from lack
of opportunities for economic advancement in India. Fourthly, Asian settlers engaged
themselves in trading activities in Livingstone because that was the only area open to
them where they could make a living as other areas such as employment in the civil
service were reserved for Europeans only.

The common Asian pattern was to move into market gardening, growing
vegetables and fruit which they hawked as this did not need much capital investment.
They then moved to the hawking of other goods. When sufficient capital ha;:i been
accumulated, they moved into general dealing after leasing or buying trading premises
from unsuccessful European traders. Fifthly, despite impediments such as European
settler opposition to Asian immigration and difficulties in obtaining trading licences, by
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1935 the Asian trading community had developed and become fully entrenched, ousting
European traders in African trade. The development.was mainly due to factors such as
the general growth of the town which stimulated economic activities in the area and the
surrounding villages, the First World War from which Asian traders benefited much
through profiteering on scarce goods which were in high demand, and the hatch system
practised in European owned shops. This forced Africans to purchase their
requirements from Asian owned shops where they were free to enter and choose

whatever they wanted, thereby enhancing the growth of Asian trading business.
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