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[bookmark: _Toc55461949]ABSTRACT
Parents play a critical role in safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of children against vices such as Child Sexual Abuse (CSA). Despite CSA being a problem in many countries including Zambia, there is dearth of research that seeks to explore the non-disclosure or reporting of CSA cases to relevant authorities by parents. The purpose of the study was to explore the parental perspectives on the non-disclosure of the incidence of child sexual abuse in Zambia. The specific objectives were; (i) To understand Parents’ conception or understanding of CSA (ii) To uncover Parents’ perceived prevalence of CSA non-disclosure, and (iii) To explore Parents’ conceptions of factors contributing to non-disclosure of CSA. A phenomenological qualitative research design was used. Research participants included 13 parents with children below the age of 18 residing in Kalingalinga Township, Lusaka. They were sampled using Snowball Sampling method. Primary data was collected through face to face interviews with the participants which were orally administered and tape recorded. Secondary data was obtained from relevant literature. Thematic qualitative data analysis techniques were used to process and analyze data.
The findings of the study indicate that Parents believed that sexual abuse of children was a bad behavior usually perpetrated by the people who are trusted by the children or their parents. The findings suggest that high incidence of CSA exists and that some victims don’t disclose on their own unless the parents inquires. Findings also showed that negligence, belief in myth, and lack of self-control contributes to CSA. The cases of abuse are only known after several incidences of abuse while others are not known at all. The cases are mostly reported if the perpetrator is not a relative. The study identified fear of denting a family’s image, fear of a relative’s arrest, bribes & ignorance as being among the factors that contributes to non-reporting of CSA. The study recommends that Government should formulate policy strategies designed to prevent CSA such as stiffening the punishment for the perpetrators, put measures to ensure adherence to the laws against allowing children in taverns or underage drinking, and to economically empower compounds like Kalingalinga. The study also recommends that community leaders from time to time should be sensitizing their people concerning the dangers, prevention, symptoms and the disclosing of CSA.
Key words: Child Sexual Abuse, Child Sexual Abuse Prevalence
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Child Sexual Abuse: 
For this study, Child Sexual Abuse is “involvement of a child in sexual activity that he or she does not fully comprehend, is unable to give informed consent to, or for which the child is not developmentally prepared, or else that violates the laws or social taboos of society” (WHO 2006, p. 10). 
 
Child Sexual Abuse Prevalence: 
Prevalence refers to the proportion or percentage of people affected at a point of time (Indrayan, 2013). Hence Child Sexual Abuse Prevalence is defined as the proportion or percentage of CSA incidences.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Overview
Protecting children against sexual abuse is one of the fundamental rights of children (CRC 1989). However, the extent of child sexual abuse in Zambia and at the global level is somewhat unknown for varied reasons including non-reporting or disclosure of such cases by parents, guardians or victims of abuses. Hence, the purpose of this study was to explore parental perspectives on the non-disclosure of child sexual abuse in Zambia. This chapter presents the background to the study, statement of the problem, purpose of the study, objectives of the study, research questions, significance of the study, delimitation as well as the theoretical framework underpinning the study.
1.2 Background  
Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) is a worldwide problem (Pereda et.al, 2009). World Health Organization (WHO) defines CSA as “involvement of a child in sexual activity that he or she does not fully comprehend, is unable to give informed consent to, or for which the child is not developmentally prepared, or else that violates the laws or social taboos of society” (WHO 2006, p. 10). 
Iaccino’s (2014) report state that among the countries with the highest rates of Child Sexual Abuse includes the United States of America (USA), United Kingdom (UK), India, South Africa and Zimbabwe. The report highlighted that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Children’s Bureau Report on Child Maltreatment 2010 found that 16% of young people aged 14 to 17 years had been sexually victimized in that year, and over the course of their lifetime, 28 percent of the young people in the U.S. aged 14 to 17 years had been sexually victimised. It further revealed that according to National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), in 2012 there were 18,915 sexual crimes against children under the age of 16 recorded in England and whiles. Among the mentioned figure were 1,267 offences of sexual assault on under 13 male children and 4,171 offences of sexual assault on a female child under 13 years. The report further revealed that in United Kingdom, one in 20 children (4.8 percent) have experienced contact sexual abuse and over 90 percent of children who experienced sexual abuse were abused by someone they know. When it comes to India, the report showed that the India’s Hell Holes report of 2013 indicated that ‘Child Sexual Assault in Juvenile Justice Homes, the Asian Centre for Human Rights said that sexual offences against children in India have reached epidemic proportion’. It was reported that more than 48,000 child rape cases were recorded from 2001 to 2011 and that India saw an increase of 336% of child rape cases from 2001 (2,113 cases) to 2011 (7,112 cases).
Going by Iaccino’s (2014) report, in Africa, South Africa and Zimbabwe are among the countries with High CSA cases. The report reveals that according to 2009 report by trade union solidarity helping hand in South Africa one child is raped in every three minutes. It was also reported that more than 6700 cases of rape and sexual assaults against children were recorded in 2000 according to the telegraph. The report revealed that many people in South Africa believe that sex with a virgin can heal someone from HIV/AIDs. In Zimbabwe, the report revealed that the cases are on the increase, the Police Spokesperson, Assistant Commissioner, Charity Charamba said in 2012 that rape cases against children continued to increase country wide (News De Zimbabwe). She further stated that "The (rape) cases are on the increase and during the week ending 25 September 2012, the cases rose to 81 from 65 the previous week. Evident from our investigations is the fact that relatives commit most juvenile rape cases,". She also indicated that In 2011, there were 3,172 rape cases of juveniles recorded countrywide, an increase from 2010 when 2,883 cases were reported and that based on the Evidence from the investigations,  relatives commit most juvenile rape cases. It was also reported that A clinic in Harare, capital of Zimbabwe, said it had treated nearly 30,000 girls and boys who'd been abused in the previous four years, the Guardian reported in 2009.
In Zambia, the available data indicate that the incidence of CSA is high. Zambia Demographic Health Survey (2017) reported that 15% of girls aged 14 years and below had experienced sexual violence at some point in their lives. In 2021 there were 3,083 sexual offences recorded (ZP, VSU, 2021). Out of these 3,083 cases, 2,301 victims were girls translating to 74.6%, 38 victims were boys translating to 1.2%. Apparently, the reported cases do not reflect the actual occurrences of CSA, as much of the cases are not reported (Agency France Press, 2003). Despite the cases being like this, it is cardinal to note that the Zambian Penal code in Chapter 87 of the Zambian Laws incriminate CSA, it states that Any person who unlawfully and carnally knows any child commits a felony and is liable, upon conviction, to a term of imprison of not less than 15 years and may be liable to imprisonment for life.
Though extensive research and resources have been committed both to improving investigative techniques and helping children disclose their experiences, CSA remains an underreported crime throughout the world (Chandran, Bhargava, and Rao 2019). CSA can take place in the family either by a parent, step parent, sibling or other relative or outside the home, by such persons as a friend, neighbor, child care person, teacher, or stranger (Kabwe 2017). A survey done by Collins and Madu (2002) cited by Kabwe (2017) reviewed that a good number of parents (20%) are the perpetrators of CSA.  
           
1.3 Statement of the Problem
Child Sexual Abuse is considered as one of the most heinous crime against children and it has a long lasting effect, if not treated well on time (Matiyani 2011). With the same view Singh (2014) posit that CSA is a universal problem with grave life-long outcomes. Among others, effects of CSA include maladaptive symptoms, being victimized and labeled for their actions (Hargrove, 2014). Child Sexual Abuse cases in Zambia are still rampant. Going by the Zambia Police Victim Support unit statistics, in the past five years, the following child defilement cases were recorded; 2018 (2,578 cases), 2019 (2653 cases), 2020 (2,545 cases), 2021 (2238 cases), and in  2022 (1,979  cases were recorded). The cases might be far much higher than the recorded statistics because it has been noted that the incidence of child sexual abuse is rarely disclosed in Zambia; and that some of the cases are only reported after the complications related to the abuse become manifest (Chomba et.al 2010). Therefore, the true magnitude of the problem is unknown; as for every reported case there are ten more unreported cases (France Press, 2003). Despite this being the case, in Zambia there is a dearth of research that seeks to understand why Parents are averse to disclose sexual abuse of children to relevant authorities. This study examined the parental perspectives on the incidence of non-disclosure of child sexual abuse. 

1.4 Purpose of the Study
The purpose of the study was to explore parental perspectives on the non-disclosure of the cases of child sexual abuse.
[bookmark: _Toc55461957][bookmark: _Toc26173876][bookmark: _Toc15841017]1.4.1 Specific Research Objectives
        i.   To understand Parents’ conception/understanding of CSA.
        ii.  To uncover Parents’ perceived prevalence of CSA non-disclosure.                
        iii. To explore Parents’ conceptions of factors contributing to non-disclosure of CSA.
[bookmark: _Toc55461958][bookmark: _Toc26173877][bookmark: _Toc15841018]1.5 General Research Question 
How do parents perceive the incidence of non-disclosure of CSA cases?
[bookmark: _Toc55461959][bookmark: _Toc26173878][bookmark: _Toc15841019]1.5.1 Specific Research Questions
          i.    How do parents understand Child Sexual Abuse? 
          ii.   How do Parents perceive the prevalence of CSA non-disclosure?                 
          iii. What are Parents’ conceptions of factors contributing to non-disclosure of CSA?
[bookmark: _Toc55461960][bookmark: _Toc26173879][bookmark: _Toc15841020]1.6 Significance of the Study
[bookmark: _Toc55461961][bookmark: _Toc26173880][bookmark: _Toc15841021][bookmark: _Toc12232591]Focusing on the case of the non-disclosure of CSA, it was anticipated that the findings of the study could provide a better understanding of the problem; leading to the formulation of effective child protection policies and strategies in Zambia. Similarly, it was anticipated that findings could be of interest to social work profession, as the basis for updating the training curricula for the Social work practice with children and families. It was further anticipated that the research findings provided information that could be relevant for further research on CSA.
1.7 Delimitations of the Study
The study was conducted in Kalingalinga Township, Lusaka Province, Zambia. It is one of the high density low-income residential areas, located on the east of the Lusaka Central Business district. It is formally a squatter settlement which was legalized in 1986 under the 1972 Government policy of upgrading squatter settlements in Zambia (Zambia Daily Mail Limited 2018).
The area was chosen for three main reasons. Firstly, some community attributes such as high population density and low socioeconomic status may render Kalingalinga community prone to high incidence of gender based violence and child abuse. Secondly, there have been no studies of this nature that have been conducted in this community to date. Thirdly, the area is convenient for the researcher because it is easily accessible to him from the University of Zambia campus.
1.8 Theoretical Framework
The importance of a theoretical framework in research cannot be overemphasized. This is because among other reasons, it identifies the variables worthy of consideration and the meaningful relationships among those variables. In analyzing the Parental Perspective on Non-Disclosure of CSA, the Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) ecological systems model was used. The theory is premised on an assumption that human development is influenced by different types of environmental systems, ranging from the micro, meso, exosystem, and macro systems. It assumes that individuals are inseparable from the context in which they live and that this context has significant influence on them.
Ecological systems model is better positioned to provide a comprehensive understanding of a problem of CSA. McCrann (2017) echoes the same sentiment when he posits that attempting to understand a complex social problem like CSA requires an approach that considers multiple factors. The ecological model assumes that individuals are inseparable  from  the  context  in  which  they  live and that this context has significant influences on them. Scholars like Finkelhor (1998) posit that sexual abuse does not occur in a vacuum. What this means that child sexual abuse occurs in a certain environment or context which include children’s family, community, and culture.  Further, (Shay 1995) cited by McCrann (2017) states that individuals, institutions, and organizations  that  are  part  of  these  entities  are  also  part  of  the  child's  ecological environment.
The Ecological systems theory is relevant to the understanding of the problem of non-disclosure of CSA. This is because it examines human behavior by focusing on the three factors, including characteristics of an individual; the environment surrounding that individual; and the dynamic interaction between the individual and the environment (Bronfenbrenner 1979). In the context of this study, the individual is a Parent or Parents, the environment happens to be the society itself within which Parents live (Kalingalinga) and the dynamic interaction between the individual and the environment entail the interaction between the Parents and the society in which they leave. It is cardinal to note that all the three aforementioned aspects are instrumental in understanding the topic at hand. The individual characteristics of Parents in Kalingalinga which is a high density low income compound might have a bearing on how they understand CSA due to the high levels of Poverty and low levels of exposure/education; subsequently, this can also have a bearing on Parents’ perceived prevalence of CSA non-disclosure as well as on factors contributing to non disclosure of CSA. For instance, if parents find themselves in an environment or society where they are poor, it might be easy for the perpetrator to bribe them not to disclose the case of CSA. Therefore, this model provides sufficient scope to cover the possible influences that could make a parent or child in a compound like Kalingalinga not to disclose CSA. The aforementioned example tallies well with the views of  McCrann (2017) who states that in the context of Sub-Saharan Africa, some of the aspects that play a role in the sexual abuse of Children among others includes;  poverty, a cultural acceptance of violence, patriarchal values, male dominance and violence, child-rearing and socialization  methods,  the  normalization  of  male  virility,  unemployment  and overcrowding.  These influences affect both the victim  and the perpetrator.

1.9 Summary  
The chapter presented the background to the study, statement of the problem, purpose of the study, objectives of the study, research questions, significance of the study as well as theoretical framework underpinning the study.








CHAPTER TWO
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2.1 Overview     
The focus of the literature review was on perceived prevalence of child sexual abuse non disclosure; parental knowledge of child sexual abuse; and contributory factors to non-disclosure of CSA. The literature reviewed was obtained from the University of Zambia Library (Research Reports and Journals), and online search engines such as Refseek and Google Scholar. The aforementioned sources were used because of their reliability and the authenticity of the information associated with them. The overall question which guided the review is ‘What are parents’ perspectives on non-disclosure of CSA?’. The gaps in the reviewed Literature were identified and summarized.
2.2 Child Sexual Abuse Perceived Prevalence 
A number of surveys have found that parents lack crucial information about CSA and often adhere to many common myths (Wurtele & Kenny 2010). With the same view, several studies have found that parents underestimate the prevalence of CSA (Elrod and Rubin 1993, Olsen and Kalbfleish 1999 & Tutty 1993). Other surveys like (Chen and Chen 2005 & Chen et al 2007) also reveal that parents are unaware that boys can be sexually victimized. Scholars like (Collins 1996) posit that Parents of preschool-aged children often believe that their children are at low risk for sexual exploitation even though children are especially vulnerable to sexual abuse during the preschool years. Chen et.al (2007) state that few parents surveyed in China knew that children are most likely to be sexually abused by people familiar to them. However, these parents doubted that children could be believed when they reported abuse. 
Lalor & McElvaney (2008) notes that evidence worldwide indicates that children and adolescents are at risk from sexual predators, exploiters and opportunists, abuse incidences may vary depending on individual, familial and societal circumstances, but the sexual exploitation of  young  people  appears  to  be  a  universal  phenomenon.  They further assert that extant research also shows that family members, neighbors or those known and trusted by the child typically perpetrate abuse (Lalor & McElvaney 2008). Also the study by Garcia et.al (2005) reports of women’s health and domestic violence, including experiences of childhood sexual abuse amongst more than 24,000 respondents in 10 countries. The percentage of respondents reporting ‘being touched sexually or being made to do something sexual they did not want to do’ before age 15 years varies widely, from  a  high  of  21.3%  in  Namibia  ‘city’ to  a  low  of  1%  in  Bangladesh  ‘province’. 
Kabwe (2017) noted that for most cases of CSA, the perpetrators are usually aged below 35 years of which 80 percent are of normal intelligence. It is also believed that the perpetrators are from all ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds in  the  society,  and  that  90  percent  to 94  percent  of  CSA occurs with someone a child has an established and trusting relationship with, whether known or not by the parent. Approximately 30 percent of that 90 to 94 percent is a relative to the child (Pine 2010). This implies that CSA can take place in the family either by a parent, step parent, sibling or other relative or outside the home, by such persons as a friend, neighbor, child care person, teacher, or stranger. Despite the situation being like this, there is dearth information that explains the Parents’ Knowledge of the incidence of CSA. 
Despite the available information showing that most parents lack crucial info about CSA Putnam (2003) notes that sexual abuse of children has had a long history and evidence of its existence has been found in almost every domain. Despite this being the case, International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN) (2011) indicate that the formal identification of child sexual abuse as a significant and pervasive issue for children in  all  nations,  from  all  cultural,  linguistic  and  economic backgrounds  is  very  recent.  The realization that child sexual abuse possess substantial risks to the physical and mental health  and  wellbeing  of  the individual  child  across  his/her  lifetime  is  more  recent  still. 
Pereda et.al (2009) reports that a meta-analysis  based  on  65  cross–sectional  community  and  school  surveys  from  22 countries estimates the worldwide prevalence of exposure to sexual abuse  before the age of 18  years  as  7.4%  among  men,  19%  among  women.  In South Africa the highest prevalence rates reported are among men (61%) and women (44%). Among men, high prevalence rates  are also  reported  from  Jordan  (27%)  and  Tanzania  (25%)  and rates ranging between 10-20% are reported from Israel (16%), Spain (16%), Australia (13%) and  Costa  Rica  (13%).  Among women, prevalence rates above 20% are reported from Australia (38%), Costa Rica (32%), Tanzania (31%), Israel (31%), Sweden (28%), the United States (26%) and Switzerland (24%).  It is cardinal to note that these prevalence estimates  may  have  a limitation of respondents being above 18  years  as recall bias could be expected which can lead  to  underestimation  of  the  true  figures  expected (Chitundu et.al 2017).  
Despite the cases of CSA being high in Sub-Saharan Africa, Lalor (2004) indicates that there is little information about the scourge. He further stated that this is the case because the sexual abuse of children may not have received more attention in SSA due to the social problems affecting children, such as war, disease, poverty, hunger and homelessness. 
A research done by Camfed (2011) indicates that power, patriarchy and economics drive sexual abuse in the school, community, and the family in Zambia. Reports from high schools in particular indicate that teachers still entice girls to have sex with them for better grades and small sums of money. Sexual abuse was also found to be linked to traditional practices. The type of family-based abuse most often cited was between a male relative and a girl child living in the family, essentially a transaction of sex in exchange for accommodation and sustenance. Sexual abuse, both school and family based, was found to be rarely reported.
In a 2007 survey among school girls in urban Lusaka, 70% of the girls reported being teased or sexually harassed verbally, 36% of respondents had heard of a schoolgirl in their community who was forced to have sex with a teacher, 23% had heard of a girl forced to have sex with a classmate, and 48% had heard of a girl forced to have sex with a relative from within her household (Brady et.al 2009). With the same view Topp et al. (2011) in a 2011 survey in boys and girls from eight schools in urban and peri-urban Lusaka provide additional evidence. The survey revealed that for girls and boys equally, 22 to 29% of respondents reported being sexually touched, with more boys (4.4%) compared to girls (1.4%) saying they had been sexually touched by teachers.
Akani et.al (2015) reports that, in Zambia, the national gender based violence (GBV) statistics of 2011 from the  Victim  Support  Unit  (VSU)  of  the Zambia  Police  (ZP)  indicate  that  there  were  1939 cases  of  defilement  of  children  and  2396  cases  of child defilement in 2012. ZP records from previous years also show that Child Sexual Abuse Cases increase annually. According to the Zambia Demographic Health Survey (ZDHS), of  2007, 15%  of  girls  aged  14 years and below have experienced sexual violence already  at  some  point  in  their  lives. Agency France Press (2003) indicate that even the reported cases in Zambia, do not reflect the true magnitude of the problem as a number of cases go unreported and experts state that for every reported case there is 10 more unreported cases. Despite the situation being this glare, there is little information in Zambia that explains the Parental perspectives on Non-Disclosure of CSA.
2.3 Parental Conception of Child Sexual Abuse
The study by Chen & Chen (2005) revealed that mothers’ deﬁnitions of CSA were limited to rape and they were ignorant about other forms of CSA such as touching and kissing. This limitation and confusion about the deﬁnition of CSA leads parents to inappropriately respond to sexual abuse. Inconsistencies were also found in Parents’ knowledge about signs and symptoms of CSA (Chen et al 2007). Some parents reported that they could recognize to some degree both physical and some behavioral signs of CSA while others were unable to recognize them (Ige & Fawole 2011). A survey of 150 parents in Zambia reported a lack of parental knowledge about emotional and behavioral signs and symptoms of CSA (Pullins & Jones, 2006).
Goddard (1996) states that at some point children were largely absent from history because they were not seen as distinctly different from adults. Indeed, the idea of “childhood” has been described as a recent invention. Children in the period up to the seventeenth century were seen as “miniature adults” not yet developed; they were not seen as particularly different from adults (Ariès 1962). With the same tone, McCrann (2017) further highlights that Children naturally were viewed to be weak and more vulnerable but they were not accorded any special allowances. This made them easy targets for abusive behavior by adults. Children were used (abused) to lessen the anxieties of their parents (DeMause 1998). However, Hart (1991) points out that the conceptualization and treatment of children has moved the child from being considered basically a nonentity or miniature adult to being a special class of human being; and from property to partial person status. From the time the concept of a distinct childhood has taken roots, the treatment of children has improved dramatically. Based on the aforementioned views, it can be deduced that there is a strong relationship between how Parents perceive childhood and the occurrence of CSA.
The study by Carmody et.al (2001) noted that among the commonly accepted rape myths include that girls deserved to be raped, she asked for it through her provocative behavior or dressing, and there was not much physical damage so it was not really rape. Rape myths and stereotypes are still accepted, believed and propagated by communities (Chitundu et.al, 2017). Abeid et.al (2014) noted that people still have accepting behaviors towards sexual violence and participants with increased knowledge had less accepting attitudes towards sexual violence. 

2.5. Parental Conception of CSA Non-Disclosure/Reporting 
The available literature shows that failure or less reporting of CSA among Parents could be a case of Parents having limited knowledge concerning what constitute CSA. For instance, Wurtele & Kenny (2010) noted that many parents and professionals are not aware of the signs and symptoms associated with abuse, making it difficult to accurately identify CSA cases and implement proper intervention to terminate the abuse and protect child victims. Calvert and Benson (1999) cited by Wurtele & Kenny (2010) found that the majority of adults surveyed in a rural community thought that abused children would display ‘obvious behavioral changes’ and would ‘have physical signs in all cases’. Similarly, several studies done in the US, Canada and China have found that the majority of adults believe that CSA results in physical injuries (Chen and Chen 2005, Chen et al. 2007, Tang and Yan 2004 & Tutty, 1993). This is perhaps due to their belief that sexual abusers use physical force or aggression to initiate the sexual relationship (Fuselier et al., 2002). Meanwhile few sexual abuse cases involve physical force, and relatively few sexually abused children show any physical signs (Heger et al., 2002).
A study among professionals, clergy, and other community members in rural Tanzania noted that rape of women and children is a frequent and hidden phenomenon (Abeid et.al, 2014). A number of factors were singled out as contributing to rape, including erosion of social norms, globalization, poverty, vulnerability of children, alcohol/drug abuse and poor parental care. Further, the study revealed that (1) Rape is a common and hidden problem, (2) Abandoning traditional values and modeling Western behavior contributes to rape, (3) Suboptimal child care contributes to child rape, (4) Survivors of rape are blamed for disclosure of the act, (5) Insufficient, costly and corrupt support services are a barrier to help-seeking, (6) Collaboration of key stakeholders is needed to improve help-seeking. 
A study in Chawama Township, Lusaka, Zambia noted that among the factors associated with non-reporting of CSA cases include fear of family and community breakdown, relationship between the victim and the perpetrator and inadequate service provision by the police which also reflected the community’s role in supporting the child (Kabwe et.al, 2017). The study concluded that CSA is common in Zambia and that cases are still on the increase. 
2.6 The Identified Research Gap
The reviewed literature shows that there are high levels of CSA at international level inclusive of Zambia. Also indicate that there is a relationship between the way the Parents perceive Childhood and the way they treat or behave towards Children. Further, the literature review  show that the non-reporting of CSA cases is due to socio-cultural and economic factors such as  the fear of family and community breakdown; nature of relationship between the victim and the perpetrator; and inadequate service provision by the law enforcement agencies. However, the reviewed studies also identified some significant research gaps. There is dearth of information on parental perspective on non-reporting of CSA in Zambia as much of such studies have been conducted in other countries. 
2.7 Summary 
This chapter presented relevant literature on CSA; parental perspectives on the same; and information gaps in the context of Zambia.











CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
3.1 Overview
This chapter presents the methods used in the study. It includes the research design; data collection methods and techniques; data processing and analysis; and data quality assurance. The chapter ends with ethical considerations.
[bookmark: _Toc55461976][bookmark: _Toc26173895]
3.2 Research Design 
[bookmark: _Toc55461978][bookmark: _Toc26173897][bookmark: _Toc15841043]This study used qualitative research methods with specific reference to the phenomenological research design. Hancock (1998) posit that phenomenology literally means study of phenomenon. He further points out that phenomenon may be events, situations, experiences or concepts. On the other hand, a Qualitative research study produces more in-depth, comprehensive information and seeks to understand people’s interpretations, perceptions and lived experiences. It seeks to generate a deeper understanding of a phenomenon (Bryman, 2012). Hence, considering the nature of the topic at hand whose focus was on Parental Perspectives on the incidence of non-disclosure of CSA, phenomenological qualitative research design was considered to be more appropriate. It enabled the researcher to collect rich information concerning the non-disclosure of CSA.
Research Site
The study was conducted in Lusaka in the Kalingalinga Township of the city of Lusaka, Zambia. Kalingalinga Township is one of the high density low-income residential areas of Lusaka It is located about 7 kilometers east of the Lusaka Central Business District. It is bordered by Kabulonga Township in the south, Helen Kaunda Township in the east, Mass Media in the west, and the University of Zambia in the north (see Map below).  It is formally a squatter settlement which was legalized in 1986 under the 1972 Government policy of upgrading squatter settlements in Zambia (Zambia Daily Mail Limited 2018).  Its population has grown over the years. In 2010 it had a total population of 39, 139 residents of which about 50 percent were children below the age of 19 years (Central Statistical Office Zambia, 2010). Considering the years that have passed since the 2010 National Population Census, the current population size and density are much higher. 
The Kalingalinga Township was chosen for the study for three main reasons. Firstly, some community attributes such as high population density and low socioeconomic status may render Kalingalinga community prone to high incidence of gender-based violence and child abuse. Secondly, based on the reviewed literature there have been no studies of this nature conducted in this community. Thirdly, the township was convenient for the researcher because it was easily accessible due to its close proximity to the  University of Zambia Great East Road Campus.
[image: ]
Source: Chirwa M, (2019).


3.3 Sampling 
The study population constituted parents of Kalingalinga with children below the age of 18 who have had experiences of either having a child who have been a victim of CSA or knowing someone whose child have been a CSA victim. Parents are believed to be important actors in protecting their children from any kind of violence including sexual abuse, (Mlekwa et.al 2016). With the purpose of getting detailed information, parents with the experiences of their kids being sexually abused at some point or who knew a parent whose child have been a victim of CSA or who knew a child who happened to be the victim of CSA were targeted. Snowball sampling method was used to select the participants. Naderifar et.al (2017) posit that snowball sampling is a purposive method of data collection in qualitative research, it is applied when samples with the target characteristics are not easily accessible. Considering that parents with the experiences of their kids being sexually abused at some point could not be easily accessible, snowball sampling method was viewed to be appropriate for this study. The initial participants were selected with the help of Community key informants such as Local community leaders from Residence Development Committee, faith based organizations, Community groups, and Schools. They were engaged because they are believed to have the knowledge of families within the Community. The initially identified parents were helpful in identifying other parents with similar experiences. The sample size consisted of 13 Parents from 13 families. 
It has been noted that for qualitative research, a sample of 12 research participants is adequate to obtain/attain data saturation (Boddy 2016). Hence a sample size of 13 (slightly above 12) was used in this research. This sample size is adequately large for qualitative research. No new information is expected to be added that will enhance or change the findings of a study
3.4 Research Instrument   
The selection of data collection method (between an interview schedule and a questionnaire) should be based on the following criteria (Kumar, 2011): The nature of investigation, the geographical distribution of the study population, and the type of study population. If the study is about issues respondents can discuss, if the potential respondents are not scattered over a wide geographical area, and if the study population is illiterate, the interview method can be considered. To a large extent the aforementioned aspects tallied with this study’s nature of investigation; the study was about CSA issues which participants discussed, and the study area was kalingalinga compound hence research participants (which involved both the illiterate and literate) were not widely scattered. Additionally, in-depth interviews enabled the researcher to get the rich and detailed information from respondents.
Research instruments are the tools which researchers use in collecting the necessary data (Ng’andu, 2013). This study used In-depth Interview Guide which was aimed at exploring the parents’ perspectives on non-disclosure of CSA. Interview guides were administered orally on a one-on-one basis on the sampled participants. As the study was exploratory in nature, the interview guide was used to collect the data. It enabled the researcher to ask probing questions in order to understand the perspectives of participants on non-disclosure of CSA. 
3.5 Data Collection Procedure
Data was collected using in-depth personal interviews with selected research participants. The interviews were tape recorded in order to capture exact words of the participants (Patton, 1990). Also, the field notes were taken during the interview process and were used to provide a context to the interpretation of audio-taped data and helped to remind the researcher of situational factors would be important during data analysis. Tape recording alone could not be entirely relied upon, hence field notes were taken. Though not formal, the field notes were still maintained and secured in a similar manner as the audio recordings because they contained sensitive information.
3.6 Data Processing and Analysis
Data analysis in research involves summarizing the mass of data that has been collected, and presenting the same in a way that communicates the most important findings or features (McCrann, 2017). For this research, thematic data analysis was used. It involved organizing and attributing meaning to the data (Marshall and Rossman, 1999). Thematic data analysis was undertaken through the process of data coding in six phases as outlined by Braun and Clarke, (2006) to create meaningful data patterns. The phases included familiarization with data; generating initial codes; searching for themes among codes; reviewing themes; defining and naming themes; and producing the final report. Given the limited resources available for the study, data was analyzed manually. It involved listening to the recorded interview data for each research question to generate codes and themes.
The tape-recorded interview data was transcribed into text prior to the analysis of data. Field notes were also taken during the interview process. This is because they provided a context to the interpretation of audio-taped data and helped the researcher to recall the factors that could be helpful with the process of data analysis. Considering that the field notes contained the sensitive information, they were maintained and secured in a similar manner as the audio recordings and transcripts. The data processing and analysis involved listening to the taped interview, transcribing as well as comparing with field notes. Based on constant comparison of transcribed data, the direct common responses by research participants to each research question, initial codes were recorded. The major broad organizing concepts or underlying themes were searched and generated from the recorded initial codes. Thereafter, based on the major underlying reviewed themes, core categories (defined and named themes) were identified relating to the key research questions. The identified core categories were the basis for discussing the parental perspectives on none disclosure of CSA.

3.7 Trustworthiness
Guba & Lincoln (1994) cited by Kumar (2011) states that a criteria for judging the goodness or quality of an inquiry in qualitative research or in constructism paradigm has to do with ‘trustworthiness’. Trustworthiness involves establishing credibility, transferability, dependability and confirmability (McCrann 2017). The trustworthiness of the findings for this study was established as follows;
Credibility
Trochim and Donnelly (2007) posit that credibility involves establishing that the results of qualitative research are credible or believable from the perspective of the participant in the research. Considering that qualitative research studies explore perceptions, experiences, feelings and beliefs of people, it is believed that the respondents are the best judge to determine whether or not the research findings have been able to reflect their opinions and feelings accurately. In ensuring the credibility of the findings in this study, Research participants were requested to review and validate the research findings.
Transferability
Transferability refers to a degree to which the results of qualitative research can be generalized or transferred to other contexts or setting (Kumar 2011). Efforts were made to provide detailed descriptions of participants, context, and quotes in order to facilitate the reader’s judgement of interpretation. This enhanced the aspect of transferability of results to similar contexts.
Dependability
Dependability is concerned with whether we would obtain the same results if we could observe the same thing twice (Trochim and Donnelly, 2007) cited by (Kumar 2011).  McCrann (2017) state that Having an independent researcher review the data and the conclusions drawn enhances the dependability of the findings. In the current study, this was achieved by having an external examiner review the research.
Confirmability
Confirmability is similar to reliability in quantitative research, it refers to the degree to which the results could be confirmed or collaborated by others (Kumar 2011). In this study confirmability was ensured by using the systematic and accepted way of qualitatively analyzing the data. This involved steps such as familiarization with data, generating initial codes, searching for themes among codes, reviewing themes, defining and naming themes, and producing the final report (Braun and Clarke 2006).
Peer debriefing was also used through obtaining feedback from peers and research supervisor as a form of rigor.
3.8 Ethical Considerations
The study took into account the ethical considerations. The Researcher obtained ethical clearance from the University of Zambia Ethics Committee before proceeding with the data collection. Study participants were informed of the study purpose as well as rationale of the research and that participation would be voluntary, hence those who were willing to participate in the study were required to sign in the consent form. To enable participants to make informed decisions, they were given participant’s information sheet that explained the study.
Permission was sought from the Local community leadership before the data collection process. Respondents who were not willing to respond to a question were free to remain silent. Participants were informed how long it would take to conduct the interview and that they were free to withdraw from the study whenever they felt so.
Participants were assured that anonymity and confidentiality would be maintained. In the analysis, Codes instead of names were used. Further the information that was collected was kept under strict safety to prevent unauthorized access.
[bookmark: _Toc55461987][bookmark: _Toc26173903]3.9 Limitations of the Study
Due to a sensitive nature of a study, some respondents could have been tempted to be biased in answering the questions. However, the respondents were encouraged to be as honest as possible as the confidentiality was highly maintained. Further, the findings of the study may not be generalized to the larger population. This is due to the nature of research design associated with small sample size.
[bookmark: _Toc55461988]3.10 Summary 
The chapter presented the Research Paradigm, Research Design, Sample Size, Research Instruments, data collection procedures as well as the Data Processing and Analysis used in this research. Further, the way of ensuring the trustworthiness of the findings, Ethical Considerations, and Limitations of the Study have been outlined.








[bookmark: _Toc55461990][bookmark: _Toc54469117][bookmark: _Toc45350854]CHAPTER FOUR:
FINDINGS
4.1 Overview
This chapter present the findings of the study on parental perspectives on non-disclosure of child sexual abuses. Specifically, it was designed to answer the following questions: 
          i.    How do parents understand Child Sexual Abuse? 
          ii.   How do Parents perceive the prevalence of CSA non-disclure?                
          iii. What are Parents’ conceptions of factors contributing to non-disclosure of CSA?
The chapter presents the main findings of the study based on the above outlined research questions. 13 interviews were conducted and the participant comprised of 7 male parents and 6 female parent. Research participants were able to provide informed perspectives on their lived experiences concerning the topic at hand. Based on the information produced from the research question themes were generated. From the generated themes, core categories were formulated and these are; perceptions of CSA, Perceived prevalence of CSA non-disclosure, and Conceptions of CSA none disclosure.

4.2 Perceptions of CSA 
With regard to parents understanding of CSA, two main themes emerged including; Going out/having sex with a child, and Attitudes towards CSA (which involved parents’ views that CSA is bad, perpetrated by trusted people, and that it is caused by poverty).
Going out/having sex with a child
Data analysis indicate that parents conceive CSA as going out or having sex with child. To this effect, participants stated that;
CSA is a situation where a child is abused sexually, with or without their consents as long as a child is below 18. Its where an adult takes advantage of a minor by having sex with them. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
CSA is where someone tries to do something sexual related to a child were by a child does not understand anything. Or someone tries to force themselves on a child. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).

Further, most participants expressed the general view of what constitute CSA. They posited that having an affair with a child who is below 18 years amounts to CSA. This is what one of the participants had to say; 
Child Sexual Abuse is being found in a relationship with a Child who is below 18years. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
They also demonstrated an awareness that CSA does not only involve men as perpetrators but also women. They expressed the view that CSA also involve a situation where an adult woman is going out with a child. The following are the words of a participant;
CSA is when an adult is going out with a child and want to start doing some things...It’s also a situation where a  woman is going out with a child. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
When inquired further what they meant by ‘going out with a child’, they expressed a view that it is when an adult is having sex with a Child. They stated that such things happen because people have abandoned the indigenous culture and have adopted the western culture. One participant said that;
CSA is going out with a small child or having sex with a small child. It happens because people have abandoned our African culture. They are adopting the western culture. As a result we have all these issues of early marriages. (Interview with the participant: April 2021). 
Most participants further expressed the view that poverty makes it easy for children to be taken advantage of. In the course of looking for things they lack they end up being taken advantage by adults. This aspect was highlighted in the following statement by a participant;
What i understand by CSA is when an adult takes advantage of a small girl. what causes that is lack of things among young children. As a result, they get engaged with adults. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).

4.2.1 Attitudes towards CSA;
With regard to parents’ beliefs and attitudes towards CSA, the analysis of data indicates that most research participants regard CSA as bad; committed by trusted people; and caused by poverty.
Participants expressed the view that CSA is a bad thing. They indicated that it is not something desirable. In relation to the same, the following are the statements from participants;
My belief is that CSA is bad thing. A person who does such things destroys the life of a child. Sometimes you will find that that person is sick...hence they are likely to transmit those diseases to a child. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
CSA is a mental torture. It is a bad thing because it destroys a lot of Children emotionally, mentally and physically and how they carry themselves. It just takes away their pride, and wouldn’t grow the way they wanted to grow because they have been molested. It’s a bad thing, it’s not a good thing. I wouldn’t want that to happen to any Child. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Participants pointed out that considering how bad CSA is a need to sensitise the community and to stiffen the punishment for the perpetrators of the vice. Participants had the following to say;
My belief about CSA is that these things are real, they really do happen. If only things can change a bit, like sensitization that would help a lot.  CSA is actually a bad thing to those vulnerable children because they can’t even defend themselves. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
CSA is a bad thing. Perpetrators should be given proper punishment not a situation were within few days they are released and start moving around. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Further, on the aspect of sensitisation, a participant expressed the following view;
My views over child sexual abuse are that the action is bad and there is a need for people around our communities to be taught or educated over this situation and be aware so that cases can be taken care of appropriately. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).

Suffice indicating that CSA is a bad thing, Participants further expressed their views that mostly perpetrators of CSA are the people who are trusted or close to the children. ‘Trusted people’ were defined as people with whom parents can trust their children with. Among others these involves relatives, care takers, teachers and people at church. Further participants were for the view that most of the victims are kids or children without self-esteem or who lack support from their parents. One participant said that:
CSA is mainly caused by people who are close to the victim. In most cases the victims are children lacking self-esteem or support from their parents or guardians. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Participants felt that children are not supposed to be tempered with by anyone. They are supposed to be free and no one should disturb them either at school or at home. This way children would grow appropriately. A participant expressed the following view:
My belief is that a child is not supposed to be disturbed. A child is supposed to be free anywhere; at school or at home so that the growth of a child cannot be disturbed in one way or another so that a child can grow in a proper way. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Among other factors, participants expressed the view that poverty is the cause of CSA. They stated that it is very easy to lure or abuse a child who comes from a poverty stricken family. To this effect one of the participants said that:
My belief is that Child Sexual Abuse happen because of issues of Poverty. If a child is Poverty stricken it is very easy to lure such a child or to abuse such a child. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Further, most participants indicated that due to poverty most of the children go out to look for things they lack, in the process they approach adults. As a result, this makes it easy for adults to abuse them. A participant stated the following;
My views or beliefs on CSA are that due to lacking children end up going out there looking for those things they are lacking. This makes men to easily lure them into sexual activities. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).

4.3 Perceived prevalence of CSA non-disclosure
With regard to parental perception of the prevalence of CSA non-disclosure, three main themes emerged including; CSA Perceived Prevalence, Experiences of CSA, and Child disclosure of CSA.
4.3.1 CSA Perceived Prevalence;  
The study established that CSA does not only exist in Kalingalinga but exist to a large extent. Participants expressed the view that CSA exist in kalingalinga. These views ranged from their personal experiences to those of others. The following are the views of participants;
The incidence of CSA in Kalingalinga are there although it happens secretly. You can’t know that this child has been abused sexually. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
These things happens here in kalingalinga...u will just hear that a child was abused....a child was raped….they do happen. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Among others, parents attributed the existence of CSA in Kalingalinga to the less restrictions of children when it comes to accessing bars. They expressed the view that in Kalingalinga when it comes to accessing the bars or beer there seems to be no restrictions of age. As a result, a result, kids or children also find frequent the bars which makes it easy for abuse cases to occur. A participant expressed the following view;
Child Sexual Abuse cases happens in kalingalinga. They are there. This is mostly because of the availability of bear. There is no restrictions in bars, therefore children are also found there which makes it easy for them to be abused sexually. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
The majority of the participants expressed the view that there are high cases of CSA in Kalingalinga. In relation to the above view, participants attributed these high cases of CSA to the availability of drugs and beer. They further expressed the view that when people consume these drugs and the alcohol, their thinking gets compromised which puts them in a compromised situation. Participants had the following to say:
In areas like kalingalinga, the cases of CSA are high, CSA often happens. This is because kids are lacking. Not just that but because that’s were people who drink a lot and abusing drugs are found. When people are involved in such (drinking beer and abusing drugs) they are not in the right frame of their mind hence they can do anything. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Mostly cases of CSA occur here in Kalingalinga because in these bars children meet with adults. You will find an adult is leaving his family just to be found with a small child. Even children because of wanting beer, they find themselves engaged with adults. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Despite expressing their views concerning high cases of CSA, parents also highlighted that most of these cases happens secretly. In some instances, a child will grow without the case being known. One participant explained that;
CSA occurs in kalingalinga, children are abused from time to time but usually us as parents are not even aware. A Child will grow and even become an adult and it will just be kept as a secret. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Concerning the participants’ experiences in view of CSA, two perspectives emerged; experienes of people they know and their own personal experiences.
With regard to the experience of people known to participants, majority of them were adults abused when they were children; and children being abused by adults. The following accounts are representatives of the experiences of people known to participants:
I have a friend of mine. It happened to her. She was being abused by the uncle in the same house she used to stay. Her father found them red handed. By then she was very young...14 years. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
I know someone who is a distant relative….i will  just summarise. She was leaving with her parents who were keeping a cousin to the girl. The girl was quite young, about 12 years but the guy was old. He used to sexually abuse her each and every day & it was quite hard 4 her to open up to her parents. At some point her mother noticed that she looked different. After the mother inquired of what happened that’s when she opened up. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
With regard to personal experiences with CSA, one participant explained that:
I have experienced CSA. I have experienced it myself about three times but all the attempts failed. I was usually saved by maybe someone walking in the room or by calling for help.... something like that. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Another participant explained that:
I have had experiences of CSA especially in bars. That is were mostly adults like going out with small children. It is against the law....even us adults make mistakes. Long time ago such things never use to happen. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).

4.3.2 Child Disclosure of CSA
The analysis of data indicates three perspectives on child disclosure of CSA. It includes children who do not disclose; children who disclose, children who disclose after the parents inquires, and the point at which they disclose.
Most participants expressed the view that some victims of CSA report the cases while others do not. Even if some victims don’t report, participants indicated that it is possible for parents to suspect that there is something wrong with a child. One participant explained that;
Some children report.......others just keep quiet…...Some children don’t disclose…...but as a parent you can tell by yourself just based on how u know the child…..such children mostly they are not that fine. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).

For abused children who do not report, most participants were of the view that such children are usually blackmailed by perpetrators of abuses. One participant had this o say:
Others report, others don’t. Sometimes you will find that the perpetrator will blackmail or lure the child not to report. Sometimes they will give the child things like biscuits and money. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Further, participants expressed the view that some children only disclose after being interrogated. To this effect, participants had the following to say;
It was really hard for her to disclose…she only opened up after the mother noticed some changes and inquired. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Most of CSA cases goes unreported as long as no one has noticed, anything it goes under the carpet. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Some participants shared experiences of how parents discovered that their children were being abused sexually. They indicated that they just discovered on their own. A participant shared the following experience;
The mother just discovered on her own. After seeing the child leaving the place of the same guy, the mother asked what was happening and the child explained that the man was sexually abusing me. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Concerning the point at which the child discloses the case of CSA, the analysis of data indicates two perspectives; firstly, it includes the perspective that some children report after several incidences of CSA abuse, secondly that some children don’t report at all.
With regard to children who disclose after several incidences of CSA. Participants expressed the following views;
The abuse was something that went on and on...the mother just discovered at the end after seen some changes on her daughter’s private parts, that’s when she opened up. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
From my experience based on what i have heard children don’t report instantly. By the time the issue is known you will find that maybe the person had been doing it lets say for five years...two years and so on….most cases are reported afterward. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Further, data analysis indicates that some victims of CSA do not report such abuses on their own. Such abuses tend to be discovered usually by the parents/guardians. Participants had the following to say;
She was abused like several times by the same uncle. Then after....in fact she didn’t even disclose, her father found them ready handed. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
The child did not disclose, the mother just discovered on her own. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).

4.4 Conceptions of CSA non-disclosure
With regard to the parents’ understanding of the causes of non-disclosure of CSA, four main themes emerged from analysis of data. These includes ‘Parents/guardian relationship with the perpetrator’, ‘parents’ attitudes towards CSA’, ‘Fear of denting a family’s image’ and ‘Bribes and ignorance’.
4.4.1 Parents/guardian Relationship with the Perpetrator
Most participants were of the view that the CSA cases involving close relatives or well-known persons to the parents as perpetrators are rarely reported. One participant had this to say:
The case was not reported to any relevant authorities. This was because the aunt who happened to be the abuser’s wife did not want her husband to be arrested or the matter to be known by other family members as it was going to destroy their marriage. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Also, some parents prefer to settle such cases in private or out of court. One participant noted that:
Were the perpetrator of CSA is related to the child or family, the family members  do not report to the police because they fear that at the end of the day their relative will be punished or will be taken to prison for a long period of time. They prefer handling the case within the family. (Interview with the participant: April 2021)
The analysis of data indicate that CSA cases are mostly reported when a perpetrator is not a close relative to the victim’s family.  Denoting a view that if the perpetrator is a close relative, the case is not reported. Participants had the following to say;
People don’t report…..they will just keep quite. Other parents report, others don’t unless if it happens outside the family that’s when they report but if it’s within the family a lot of people hide. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
In instances were cases occur they are reported to the police especially if the person involved is not related to the child or family but were someone is related to the child or family the family members they do not report to the police because they fear that at the end of the day their relative will be punished or will be taken to prison for a long period of time. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).

4.4.2 Parental Attitudes towards CSA
The analysis of data indicates that among the parents’ attitudes that contributes to CSA includes negligence, belief in myths, and lack of self control.
With regard to Parents’ negligence, one of the participants explained the following;
Some parents don’t take care of their children. Most of the times they just leave their children playing alone. In short parents contributes to the cases of CSA due to their negligence. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Most parents also viewed the aspect of providing bad example to children as contributing to the cases of CSA. They stated that in cases were both parents tend to drink beer, children are likely to start growing in a bad way. In this way, parents contribute to CSA. To this effect, one of the study participants had the following to say;
Mostly it’s were by, you know as they say that train a child in a way you want your child to grow, so it happens that at house if there is no discipline, let’s say if the mother drinks beer, the father drinks beer, kids will start growing in a bad way because they will be noticing those bad habits by the parents. They will also want to try what their parents are doing. That’s how parents contribute. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Some male parents expressed a view that a blame should go to mothers because these are the people who spend much of the time with the children. When fathers go for work, mostly mothers remain with the children home. They stated that mothers tend to tolerate inappropriate behaviour among children. They also expressed the need to start talking to children so that they can open up concerning what they are lacking. If this does not happen, children might start soliciting for these things somewhere else. One participant had the following to say;
Sometimes us parents tend to be careless. Sometimes it’s the carelessness of mothers because.  mostly us guys are found at work. you will find that mothers tolerate indecent dressing among the children. When the father is about to knock off you will find that that’s when the mother will tell the child to dress properly. There is need for parents to start talking to their children especially a girl child. Sometimes these people they lack a lot of things. So if they get those things from someone else, that person may take advantage of the situation. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Most participants also expressed the view that parents’ beliefs in myths contributes to CSA. One of the participants had the following to say;
Parents are also to blame due to issues of myths. Some are told such things by ritual doctors as sleeping with children so that they can become rich. Such beliefs by parents contributes to CSA. (Interview with the participant: April 2021). 
The study participants revealed that family problems also contributes to CSA. They stated that there are instances where parents or partners deny each other sex. In such moments, a sexually starved partner might end up having sex to those around him including children. One participant said that;
The way the economy is hard like now, marriages are difficult. When there is hunger at home, some of our women denies us sex. As a result, if at home there is a child, a sexually starved parent can land on that child and sexually abuse her. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Some participants attributed the failure to control oneself to sexual enhancers such as the herbs to the occurrence of CSA. Another participant had the following to say;
Some parents when they were marrying, they used herbs/ traditional medicine. Some of these are for sexual strength, as a result those things will be making you fail to control yourself since they will be influencing you. As a result, whenever you are sexually aroused you might be wanting to be having sex to whoever is near you regardless of whether that person is a child or not. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).

4.4.3 Fear of denting a family’s image
With regard to fear of denting a family’s image most participants across the interviews expressed the view that the community holds the family’s reputation so dearly. In instances were a child is abused within the family circles, most families would prefer to remain silent than exposing the family to the public shame. Participants expressed the following views;
Some parents take their reputation as a very serious thing. Some parents don’t want their reputation to be tarnished that their child was molested, went through this or that....some parents will just prefer to deal with it in private, not in public. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Mostly the offenders are close relatives with fear of damaging the family’s reputation, parents decide to solve such cases at family level. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Further, most participants stated that CSA cases are not reported because the community values the family unit. They expressed a view that cases are not reported if the perpetrator is a close family member because this tempers with the family unity. One participant said that;
Child Sexual Abuse cases are not reported if the perpetrator is a close family member because parents believe that they have to protect the family and ensure that there is family unity. But if the perpetrator is not close to the family, most parents report. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
Participants reported that  in some families reporting a family figures like a father to police is a taboo. Hence if the father happens to be the perpetrator of CSA, they would prefer to solve the matter privately than reporting it to police and shaming the father. A participant stated that;
There are many reasons why parents don’t report to police. The first one is that culturally its a taboo. You can’t disclose the father that he was sleeping with me, it means you are disgracing or shaming him. Therefore, the matter should just be tabled in the house. If its to charge the man they will just do it secretly. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).

4.4.4 Bribes and ignorance
Further, most participants also reported that cases of CSA in the community are not reported due to issues of bribes by perpetrators and ignorance among the parents/guardians to the victim. To this effect, one of the participants explained that;
Some parents are ignorant, they don’t know where to go if something happens to their child. They will just stay and be like since it has already happened & things will just end like that......Sometimes other parents will just sit as long as they have been given the money or something like that by the perpetrator. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
In instances where the parents are bribed, participants expressed the view that the abuse is likely to continue throughout. 
[bookmark: _Toc55461998]Bribing...some parents are bribed by the perpetrator in order to prevent them from reporting to the police. Once they are given money, some parents would just keep quiet. As a result, a child is likely not to stop being sexually abused. (Interview with the participant: April 2021).
4.5 Summary 
The study established that Parents viewed CSA to be bad, involving engaging a child in sexual related activities, and mainly perpetrated by the people who are trusted by the children or their parents. High incidences of CSA are perceived to exists and some victims don’t disclose on their own unless the parents inquire. Negligence, belief in myth, lack of self-control are considered to contributes to CSA. Cases are mostly reported if the perpetrator is not a relative. Fear of denting a family’s image, Fear of a relative’s arrest, bribes & ignorance are viewed to contribute to non-reporting of CSA.










CHAPTER FIVE
DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS
5.1 Overview
This chapter discusses the major findings of the study regarding the following research questions:
          i.    How do parents understand Child Sexual Abuse? 
          ii.    How do Parents perceive the prevalence of CSA non-disclosure?                                 
          iii. What are Parents’ conceptions of factors contributing to non-reporting of CSA?
The aforementioned findings presented in chapter four are discussed in the context of the previous research and relevant theories. 

5.2    Perceptions of CSA
The research examined parental understanding of CSA. The study established that parents view CSA as going out or having sex with child and it does not only involve men as perpetrators but also women. Most participants expressed the view that CSA also involve a situation where a woman is going out with a male child. This entails that the perpetrator of CSA can either be a male or female. In most cases, perpetrators were deemed to be the people who are trusted or close to the child. Among others these includes relatives, care takers, teachers and people at church. This finding is consistent with the finding of Kabwe (2017) which established that 90 percent to 94 percent of CSA occurs with someone a child has an established and trusting relationship with, whether known or not by the parent. Further, the study revealed that children who come from poor families are likely to be the victims of CSA compared to those who come from the well to do families. Most participants revealed that poverty exacerbate CSA because it puts children in a vulnerable position considering that poverty stricken children are easy to persuade. This is in tandem with finding of the previous study by Camfed (2011) which showed that teachers still entice girls to have sex with them for better grades and small sums of money. However, in some instances, the study established that it is children who follow adults in the course of looking for food which makes it easy for adults to abuse them. This presents two instances in which CSA occur; a situation where a child is enticed or followed by an adult and a situation where a child entices or follows an adult.
The study discussion has shown that CSA occurs at different levels or systems of the society. This is in line with the Ecological Systems Model which is premised on an assumption that individual behaviour can be understood in the context of four systems; the micro, meso, ecosystem, and macro systems (Bronfenbrenner 1979). It also assumes that individuals are inseparable from the context in which they live and that this context has significant influence on them. Hence the need to consider such a model when trying to understand the dynamics of CSA.

5.3 Perceived prevalence of CSA non-disclosure                 
The research explored the parents’ perception of the prevalence of CSA. The findings indicate that there are perceived high cases of CSA in kalingalinga. Apart from poverty, parents also attributed the high CSA cases to the availability of drugs and beer. It was established that when people consume these drugs and the alcohol, their thinking gets compromised which puts them in a compromised situation. Parents expressed the view that less restrictions of children when it comes to accessing bars contributes to high cases of CSA. Despite the parents’ awareness of high cases of CSA, the findings revealed that most of these cases happens secretly and they are not disclosed. This finding is in line with the views of Agency France Press (2003) who indicated that even the reported cases in Zambia, do not reflect the true magnitude of the problem as a number of cases go unreported. It also affirms one of the assumptions of Ecological Systems Model that individuals are inseparable from the context in which they live and that this context has significant influence on them (Bronfenbrenner 1979).
Further, the study revealed that parents are aware of the cases of CSA that have happened in the community. Their knowledge of such cases ranges from those were people who are adults now were sexually abused when they were young to those were people who are still children now were abused by adults.  This suggest that CSA has been happening in the past, in the present, and is likely to keep on happening if necessary measures are not put in place and implemented. The aforementioned findings tarries well with the views of Putnam (2003) who noted that sexual abuse of children has had a long history and evidence of its existence has been found in almost every domain.
Despite the cases of CSA being rampant in Kalingalinga the study revealed that some victims of CSA don’t disclose while others only disclose after parents/guardians inquires. Most parents expressed a view that in some cases children don’t report on their own. However, despite this being the case, they posited that it is possible for parents to tell that there is something wrong with a child depending on how they know them. This raises a possibility of some parents not being aware of the sexual abuse their children could be going through. This finding is in line with the finding of Wurtele & Kenny (2010) who established that the reason why many cases go undetected is that parents and many professionals are not aware of the signs and symptoms associated with abuse, making it difficult to accurately identify CSA cases and implement proper intervention to terminate the abuse and protect child victims.
Further, the study established that CSA cases are discovered after several incidences of abuse, while other cases are not known at all. Hence the need to encourage the disclosing of CSA cases. The findings indicate that to some extent parents contribute to the occurrence of CSA. Among other ways they contribute through their Negligence, belief in myths and lack of self-control. Negligence was viewed as referring to parents’ carelessness or lack of proper care of their children. Parents stated that lack of proper care of children contributes to the cases of CSA. Lack of proper care puts children in a vulnerable situation which makes it easy for other people to abuse them. Further, it was established that belief in myths also contributes to CSA. Due to some parents’ beliefs in myth, they are capable of doing anything even to an extent of sleeping with a child because of wanting to get rich. This finding is in line with Kabwe et.al (2017) who reported that, rape myths and stereotypes are still accepted, believed and propagated by communities. This raises the need to sensitize the community concerning the danger associated with believing in such myths. It was further found out that marital problems or misunderstandings also contributes to CSA. For example, in instances where parents or partners deny each other sex, a sexually starved partner might fail to control oneself and end up having sex to those around him including children. This raises the need to ensure that married couple understand and satisfies each other’s needs.

5.4 Conceptions of CSA non-disclosure
The study examined the parents’ conception of factors contributing to non-disclosure of CSA. It was revealed that it is not always that the CSA cases are reported to the police. It was established that mostly, cases only get reported to the police if the perpetrator is not a close member of the victim’s family. Families shield a close relative from being reported because they fear that he/she may be arrested. This is mostly the case if the perpetrator is a bread winner. This finding is consistent with the research results of kabwe (2017) who reported that among others, the factors associated with non-reporting of child sexual abuse cases include fear of family and community breakdown, and the relationship between the victim and the perpetrator. This suggest that there are community members who are more concerned of how the Society will look at them than ensuring that justice prevails for the CSA victim.
It was further found out that bribes and ignorance also contributes to the non-reporting of CSA cases. Participants explained that cases of CSA in the community are not reported due to issues of bribes by perpetrators and ignorance among the parents to the victim. The study established that due to the nature of Kalingalinga compound (low income residential area) perpetrators finds it easy to either bribe the parents of the victim or the actual victim. It was established that ignorance among some parents also contributes to non-reporting of CSA cases to relevant authorities such as the police in the context of them not knowing the signs and symptoms of CSA. These findings are similar to the report of Wurtele & Kenny (2010) who stated that the reason why many cases go undetected is that parents and many professionals are not aware of the signs and symptoms associated with abuse, making it difficult to accurately identify CSA. The afore outlined findings raises the need to firstly empower compounds like Kalingalinga in order to make it difficult for the would be offenders to easily bribe the would be victim and secondly to sensitize such communities concerning the symptoms and dangers of CSA.
Unlike the findings of other studies like the one done by Abeid et.al (2014) were it was reported that Insufficient, costly and corrupt support services are a barrier to help-seeking or reporting the cases related to sexual abuse, the current study attributed the non-reporting of cases to; fear of denting a family’s image, bribes by the perpetrator, ignorance by the victim/victim’s guardians, and fear of a relative’s arrest.
The above outlined discussion on the parents’ conception of factors contributing to non-disclosure of CSA resonates well with the assumptions of Ecological systems model. The model assumes that that individuals are inseparable from the context in which they live and that this context has significant influence on them. It has been established that CSA occurs and is not reported to relevant authorities like police among other reasons due to the prevailing factors which are associated with compounds like Kalingalinga such as ignorance by the victim/victim’s guardians, bribes by the perpetrator, and fear of denting a family’s image.
[bookmark: _Toc55462006]5.5 Summary  
The chapter presented the discussion of the findings of this study whose focus was on exploring the parental perspective on non-disclosure of CSA. To contextualize the study, the discussion was done in view of the relevant reviewed literature and it was guided the research questions which are; How do parents understand Child Sexual Abuse? How do Parents perceive the incidence of CSA? And What are Parents’ conceptions of factors contributing to non-reporting of CSA? Finally, the chapter presented how ecological systems model was applicable in this research.
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CHAPTER SIX
[bookmark: _Toc55462008][bookmark: _Toc54469145][bookmark: _Toc45350874][bookmark: _Toc22372944]CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
6.1 Overview
This chapter presents the conclusions and recommendations of the study on parental perspectives on the non-disclosure of the incidence of child sexual abuse in Kalingalinga, Lusaka District, Zambia.
6.2 Conclusion  
The overall aim of the study was to explore parental perspectives on the non-disclosure of the incidence of child sexual abuse in Kalingalinga Township, Lusaka, Zambia. The specific objectives focussed on understanding the Parents’ conception of CSA, Parents’ perceived prevalence of CSA non-disclosure, and Parents’ conception of factors contributing to non-reporting of CSA. Based on the literature that was reviewed, this was the first research to be conducted on exploring parental perspectives on the non-disclosure of the incidence of child sexual abuse. 
The findings of the study indicate that the CSA is bad for children by involving them in sexual related activities; and that it is often perpetrated by people who are trusted by them or their parents. The findings suggest that High incidence of CSA exists and that some victims don’t disclose on their own unless the parents inquires. Findings also showed that negligence, belief in myth, lack of self-control contributes to CSA. The cases of abuse are only known after several incidences of abuse while others are not known at all. The cases are mostly reported if the perpetrator is not a relative. The study identified Fear of denting a family’s image, Fear of a relative’s arrest, bribes & ignorance as being the factors that contributes to non-reporting of CSA.
The above outlined findings of this study, provides the relevant information both to the Government and Non-Governmental Organisations dealing with children. The information might be useful in coming up with the measures aimed at curbing the vice of CSA.

6.3 Recommendations
In relation to the findings, the following recommendations are made;
The Government
· The Government should put up measures to ensure adherence to the laws against allowing children in taverns or underage drinking.  
· The Government should formulate policy strategies designed to prevent child abuse cases including stiffening the punishment for the perpetrators to deter others from engaging in the act.

· There is a need to economically empower compounds like Kalingalinga. This will make it difficult for the offenders to bribe the victims with a view of preventing them from disclosing. It will also make it difficult for the would-be offenders to easily bribe and lure children for sexual favours.

Community Leaders
· There is need to demystify the myths which contributes to the cases of CSA such ‘sleeping with a child can make you rich’.
· From time to time, Community leaders such as the councilors and the Residence Development Committee should be engaging in sensitizing community residents on CSA preventive measures, dangers, symptoms, and the importance of disclosing such cases to relevant law enforcement agencies.

· Strengthen the victim support services to ensure quick recovery and support of abused children.

The Church
· The church leaders should be sensitizing their members concerning issues of CSA and the importance of disclosing such cases.

[bookmark: _Toc55462012]6.4 Recommendations for further Research
The findings of the current research cannot be generalised due to the limitations of the research design used (Qualitative research). Therefore, additional research is needed using more robust research designs such as mixed research design (quantitative & qualitative research design).
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX I: INTERVIEW GUIDE
THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA
SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
POSTGRADUATE STUDIES
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL WORK

TOPIC:  PARENTAL PERSPECTIVE ON NON-DISCLOSURE OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE: A CASE STUDY OF KALINGALINGA, LUSAKA, ZAMBIA.

DATE OF INTERVIEW………………………………..................................
PLACE OF INTERVIEW……………………………………………………
NAME OF INTERVIEWER…………………………………………………
INTERVIEWEE’S STATUS (Marital/Gender) ……………………………...
SERIAL NUMBER…………………………………………………………...

INSTRUCTIONS TO INTERVIEWER
1.  Introduce yourself to the respondent
2.  Explain the purpose of the interview
3.  Get written consent from the respondent
4.  Reassure the respondent that all responses will be held in strict confidence
5.  Individual names and addresses should not appear on the interview schedule
6.  Ensure that all questions are answered 
7.  Thank the respondent at the end of each interview.




INTRODUCTION
You are welcome to this interview. Thank you for accepting to share your views on the topic at hand. The study aims at exploring the Parental Perspective on Non-Disclosure of Child Sexual Abuse in Kalingalinga. I will ask you some questions as we go on in our discussion, please feel free to share your experiences as all the information will be kept confidential.

QUESTIONS TO GUIDE THE DISCUSSION
1. What is your perception/understanding of Child Sexual Abuse?
2. What are your beliefs and attitudes towards CSA?
3. How would you describe the incidence of CSA in Kalingalinga?
4. What is your experience with child sexual abuse or have you experienced child sexual abuse?
5. To whom did the abused child disclose the case of abuse to and why?
6. At what point did the abused child disclose the case of abuse?
7. Was the case reported to government authorities such as the police and why?
8. What do you think are some of parental beliefs or attitudes that contribute to child sexual abuse? 
9. What are some of the factors that hinder parents or guardians from reporting Child sexual abuse cases? 


END OF INTERVIEW!
THANK YOU



APPENDIX II: INFORMED CONSENT FORM
THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA
SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
POSTGRADUATE STUDIES
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL WORK
This informed consent form is for male or female parents of households with children below the age of 18 in Kalingalinga who are being invited to participate in a research titled ‘Parental Perspective On Non-Disclosure of Child Sexual Abuse: A Case Study of Kalingalinga, Lusaka, Zambia’.
This Informed Consent Form has two parts:
(a). Information Sheet (to share information about the research with you)
(b). Certificate of Consent (for signatures if you agree to take part)
You will be given a copy of the full Informed Consent Form
(a) Information Sheet
Introduction
My name is Charter Shibeleka, a student  at  the  University  Of  Zambia,  School  Of  Humanities and Social Sciences, Department of Social Work & Sociology, Division of Social Work,  perusing  a  Master’s  degree  in Social Work.  I am doing a research whose focus is; ‘Parental Perspective on Non-Disclosure of Child Sexual Abuse in Kalingalinga’. You are being invited to take part in this study. Before you decide to take part it is important that you understand the information provided below. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with me if you wish. Please do not hesitate to ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.
Voluntary Participation
Your participation in  this  research  is  entirely  voluntary.   You  are  free  to  choose  not  to participate  in  the  study  and  are  also  free  to  withdraw  during  the  discussion  if  you  feel uncomfortable about anything. You may change your mind later and stop participating even if you agreed earlier.
Procedures 
We are asking you to help us learn more about the parental perspectives on non-disclosure of CSA in your community. If you agree to take part in the research, you will be asked to participate in an interview. A mutually convenient time and location will be arranged for you. The interview will take about 50 minutes and will be recorded for the purposes of transcribing later. You will be presented with an  interview  guide which  has questions that you will be able to respond to. The researcher will read out the questions then the discussion can start. You will be expected to listen attentively and answer the questions. If you do not wish to answer any of the questions during the interview, you may say so and the interviewer will move on to the next question. No one else but the interviewer will be present unless you would like someone else to be there.
Confidentiality
You are being assured of confidentiality and anonymity. All the information that you provide will be kept confidential and no personal (name) detail will appear on the interview guide. Only the serial numbers will be assigned to each of the participants. A pseudonym will be used when writing up the findings.
Risks
The study may have some bearing on your emotional and psychological wellbeing. However, if you are asked a question that  affects  your  emotions,  you  are  free  to  withdraw  without  any  prejudice.
Benefits 
By taking part in this study, you will provide information that will assist in understanding the Parental Perspective on non-disclosure of Child Sexual Abuse. There may be no immediate benefits to you and Society but future generations are likely to benefit. 
Sharing the Results
The findings will be written up and submitted for examination as part of my Masters’ thesis. Hopefully the thesis will contribute to a growing body of research on the topic of CSA. The findings may also be submitted to academic journals and presented at conferences; this is in order to enhance the knowledge base of practitioners, academics and policy makers. A summary of the findings will also be provided to yourself should you wish to have copy.
Contact Information
If you require any further information about the research, please contact me or my supervisors as follows: 
1.  Researcher;
Charter Shibeleka
The University of Zambia
School of Humanities and Social Sciences
Department of Social Work and Sociology
P.O. Box 32379,
Great East Road Campus
+260966280493
Lusaka.

2.  Supervisor
Dr Benson Chisanga,
The University of Zambia,
School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Department of Social Work and Sociology,
P.O. Box 32379,
Great East Road Campus,
Lusaka.
Tel: +260977834632

(b). Voluntary Consent Form
Declaration
I have read (or have been explained to) and understood the nature of the research in which I 
have  been  requested  to  participate  as  explained  in  the  information  sheet.  I have had  the 
opportunity to ask questions about the research and have been answered to my satisfaction.
I therefore agree to participate.
Participant’s name (Print): 
……………………………………..……..…....................……..............................………
Participant’s right thumb print if unable to write: …………………..……..………………
Participant’s signature: ………………………..…… Consent date: ……………………...
Researcher conducting voluntary consent (Print): ……………………..……..……………
Signature of researcher: …………….……………………… Date: …………….....………
APPENDIX III: ETHICS CLEARANCE
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APPENDIX IV: TIME-FRAME

	ACTIVITIES
	2020                          
	   2021

	
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep

	Proposal Writing
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Literature Review
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	· 
	
	

	Submission to 
ethics 
committee
	
	
	
	
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethical 
approval
	
	
	
	
	
	· 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Data 
Collection
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 
	
	
	
	
	

	Data 
Analysis & Report Writing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 
	· 
	
	
	

	Dissemination 
of findings
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







APPENDIX V: RESEARCH BUDGET ESTIMATES


	S/N
	DESCRIPTION
	QUANTITY
	PRICE (ZMK)
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	Realm of Paper 
	2
	65.00
	130.00

	2.
	Stapler
	1
	130.00
	130.00

	3.
	Staples
	1
	40.00
	40.00

	4.
	Note books
	2
	25.00
	50.00

	5.
	Perforator
	1
	90.00
	90.00

	6.
	Spirals
	3
	25.00
	75.00

	7.
	Pens
	2
	2.50
	5.00

	8.
	Flash  disk  
	1
	130.00
	130.00

	9.
	Typing research proposal
	5
	30 pages
	150.00

	10.
	Typing draft report
	5
	100 pages
	500.00

	11.
	Typing final report
	5
	100 pages
	500.00

	12.
	Binding final report
	4 copies
	200.00
	800.00

	13.
	Research Assistant
	1
	700.00
	700.00

	14.
	Printer
	1
	2000
	2000

	15.
	Contingent fund 10%
	
	
	530

	
	Grand Total
	
	
	5300

	
	
	
	
	





10

image2.jpeg
THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA

RECTORATE OF RESEARCH AND GRADUATE STUDIES

Box 32379 | Lusaka 10101 | Tel: +260-211-290 258/291 14
952 | Email: director@drgs.unza.zm | Website: www.unza.zm

DI

Great East Road | P.O.
Fax: +260-1-290 258/253

APPROVAL OF STUDY

1st April, 2021.

REF NO. HSSREC: 2021-FEB-003

Mr Charter Shibeleka
University of Zambia
C/o HSS

LUSAKA.

Dear Mr. Shibeleka,

RE: “APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL CLEARANCE

(PARENTAL PERSPECTIVE ON NON-DISCLOSURE OF CHILD SEXUAL
ABUSE: A CASE STUDY OF KALINGALINGA, LUSAKA ZAMBIA).

Reference is made to your application for ethical clearance (dated 4" February 2021) for the
study captioned above. The HSSREC resolved to approve this study noting that there are
no ethical concerns.

Approval and Expiry Date Approval Date:
1st April, 2021
Protocol Version and Date Version-Nil
Information Sheet, e English.
Consent Forms and Dates
Consent form ID and Date Version
Recruitment Materials Nil

There are specific conditions that will apply to this
Investigator it is your responsibility to ensure that the co
adhered to. If these are not adhered to, the approval
study be suspended, study sponsors and other
informed.
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Conditions of Approval

e Al ici }
5 d;’i}:mlclpated or Serious Adverse Events (SAEs) must be reported to the IRB within

glr]]g)rﬂzt@ol mod1ﬁcat1'ons must be IRB approved by an application for an amendment
0 implementation unless they are intended to reduce risk (but must still be
reported for approval). Modifications will include any change of investigator/s or site
address or methodology and methods. Many modifications entail minimal risk
adﬂ_lStm‘e“ts to a protocol and/or consent form and can be made on an Expedited
basis (via the IRB Chair). Some examples are: format changes, correcting spelling
errors, adding key personnel, minor changes to questionnaires, recruiting and
changes, and so forth. Other, more substantive changes, especially those that may
alter the risk-benefit ratio, may require Full Board review and approval. In all cases,
except where noted above regarding subject safety, any changes to any protocol
document or procedure must first be approved by the IRB before they can be
implemented.

All protocol deviations must be reported to the IRB within 5 working days.

Principal investigators are responsible for initiating Continuing Review proceedings.
Documents must be received by the IRB at least 30 days before the expiry date. This
is for the purpose of facilitating the review process. Any documents received less than
30 days before expiry will be labelled “late submissions” and will incur a penalty.
Every 6 (six) months a progress report form supplied by The University of Zambia
Humanities And Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee IRB must be filled in and
submitted to us. There is a penalty of K500.00 for failure to submit the report.

The University Of Zambia Humanities And Social Sciences Research Ethics
Committee IRB does not “stamp” approval letters, consent forms or study documents
unless requested for in writing. This is because the approval letter clearly indicates

the documents approved by the IRB as well as other elements and conditions of
approval.

Should you have any questions regarding anything indicated in this letter, please do
not hesitate to get in touch with us at the above indicated address.

On behalf of The University of Zambia Humanities and Social Sciences Research
Ethics Committee IRB, we would like to wish you all the success as you carry out
your study.

Yours faithfully,

(

—

Dr. ﬂ g 56«14.

VICE CHAIRPERSON

UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA HUMANITIES AND
ETHICS COMMITans (oA e SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH

cc: II:irgctor Directorate of Research and Graduate Studies
A::\.:;axSl: nl}:?::;r_ (}}esea_rch), Directorate of Research and Graduate Studies
inistrative Officer (Research), Directorate of Research and Graduate Studies
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