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ABSTRACT

Zambia like other countries in the Southern Africa is faced with problems of food security due to
decline in soil fertility, fodder shortage especially in the dry season, continuous cultivation
without application of fertilizer or manure, increased soil erosion, soil exhaustion and low

inherent soil fertility (Kwesiga and Beniest, 1998).

-

In the subsistence agricultural region of Eastern Zambia, less than 10% of the households have
adequate supply of maize the staple food, throughout the year. A major constraint to increasing
crop production in the area is poor fertility status of the soil. In order to address this problem,
conservation farming was introduced as a technology for improving soil fertility. Farmers have
been using this technology for a number of years now in the study area. This report has been

undertaken to find out if farmers have improved crop yield in Kagoro/ Kafumbwe camps.

The rationale of the study is to analyze the effectiveness of communication strategies used in
Conservation Farming. This problem is worth studying because there has never been such a
study about Conservation F arming in Katete District. Therefore, this study will contribute to the
body of knowledge on the importance of Conservation Farming in areas where there are
declining agricultl*ral production. It will also provide a forum for the farmers to express their
views on the project in the study area and illustrate their expectations and frustrations as they
adopt the alternative strategy to increase their productivity. The results will help Ministry of
Agriculture and the extension workers on the communication strategies to use as innovations are

being introduced.



For data collection, 100 questionnaires were prepared and distributed to the targeted audience.

The respondents themselves fi i
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