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ABSTRACT
A PSYCHOMETRIC ASSESSMENT OF SCHOLASTIC

APTITUDE TESTS USED IN ZAMBIA

To select secondary school entrants, Zambia uses a special
paper as a scholastic aptitude test. The paper has a Western
origin and even though it has been in use for more than two
decades, it has no manual and its validity and reliability

have not been assessed.

The present study's objective was to assess the validity and
reliability of the special paper. The study was
experimental. Pupils from four schools were selected as
subjects. The schools were selected on the basis of their
socio—-economic status, thus the high, the low and the
ﬁintermediate socio—economic groups. The subjects were
selected on the basis of their performance in school
subjects. From each school, two groups; bright pupils, and
weak pupils were formed. ThQs the high ability and the low
ability groups respectively. Two of the schools formed the

experimental group whereas the other two, the control group.
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The experiment was in two phases; pretest and posttest.
Test scores were compared between ability groups, socio-
economic groups, and the phases. The paper's subject

matter and construction were also assessed.

The results obtained showed that the paper was
susceptible to socio-economic background and coaching.
It was also found out that the subject matter was of low
level and that construction of items was in some cases
ambiguous and even erroneous. However, the test
indicated good correlation between performance in school

subjects and performance on %y ofp
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CHAPTER ONE

BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM AND REVIEW OF

RELATED LITERATURE

BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM

Scholastic aptitude, being intellectual, lacks
objectives criteria for its measurement. In an attempt
to assess it, psychometricians choose a set”nf tasks
aimed at creating a miniature environment within which
the pﬁtantial for learning can be demonstrated (Serpell,
1972). The appropriateness of these tasks, however,
needs to be verified. This verification can be done by
looking at the validity and reliability of these

measures.

In order to select secondary school pupils, those pupils
who have the potential for further learning, Zambia uses
a scholastic aptitude test. This test is called the
Special Paper. The test has two parits; paper one and
paper two. Whereas paper one is verball, paper two is

non-verbal.

The Special Paper test has a Western origin. Except for



the present decade, the test was constructed by the
University of Cambridge. For nearly ten years now, the
test has been prepared by the Examinations Council of
Zambia. Each year, the council prepares the test items
by modifying or reproducing the old items which were

constructed by the University of Cambridge.

After the examination, the guestion papers are withdrawn
from the schools. Test items are therefore exposed to

pupile at examination times only.

Although the Special Paper test has been in-use for mare
than two decades, it has never been seriously reviewed
or assessed for its validity and reliability. In fact,
there is no test manual for the paper in Zambia. This
means that very little documented evidence on the test’'s
validity and reliability in the Zambian educational and

cultural setting exists.
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

In crosse cultural research the concern with intelligence
teste has been comparability of test scores. Thus,
whether the same guantitative and qualitative meaning
can be attached to test scores in different cultural

groups.






