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Abstract:

This is a study of the social history of the Kalomo and
Livingstone Districts of Northern Rhodesias It covers the period
189%0-1939., The study focusses attention on the theme of African

adaptation to the colonial law enforcement system,

Chapter 1 describes the area of this study and the people
who inhabit ite There is also a brief outline of the geographical

and ecological features of the areas

In Chapter 2 we examine Toka=Leya means of social control
and their social and political institutions as they appeared in
pre~colonial timess In doing this we have paid attention to the
six main chiefs of this area: Chiefs Musokotwane, Siakasipa,
Mukuni, Sekute and Momba, This Chapter gives a background to the
understanding of people's attitudes to the imposed system of

social control which we shall consider in subsequent chaptersa

In Chapters 3 and 5 we describe the setting up of Company

adninistration and Crown rule, in'l890 and 1924 respectively,

Chapters 4 and 6 deal with African adaptation in the
1890-1924 and 1924-1939 periods respectivelye In both chapters
we examine the question of adaptation by focussing our attention
on the Chiefs and headmen and their roles in the periods of
Company administration and Crown rule. We further discuss
adaptation in relation to witcheraft offences, theft and marriage

disputes.
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The conclusion in Chapter 7 is that the colonial law
enforcement system did not offer the Africans a favourable
atmosphere for - adaptation because of its coercive nature.
Lack of education among the Africans and an insufficient
jnteraction between the local system of social control and
the imposed one also rendered adaptation difficult,

Instead, there was much continuity in the way people
viewed crime and punishment. Nevertheless, the Toka-Leya
sought to deal with the situation through evasion, the use
of witchcraft to try and circumvent law enforcement
mechanisms and the manipulation of the imposed system of
social control. Hence, by 1939 there is little evidence to
show that the colonial system had established itself in
competition with the indigenous one except as a system of

coercione
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Sources and procedure of the resegrch,

The research for this study was spread over a period of two

years and two monthse This was between June 1977 and August 1979,

It was divided into the following parts:

Ao Library research.

This was done mainly during the first three months in the
University of Zambia Library. The National Archives of
Zambia and the National Institute of Public Administration
were also used to consult the main published books and
monographse 4 selected bibliography of some of these
sources can be found in the bibliography section of this

thesis.

B, Archival research.*

This was undertaken between September, 1977 and June,
1978, It was done in the National Archives of Zambia in
Lusaka and in the Livingstone Museum Library Archives, The
main documents consulted are listed in the bibliographical
section, They include court case records, court case

registers, official reports and notebookse Archival research

was the largest part of the study.
Ce Oral regearch,

This research was conducted through interviews with
people deemed to be conversant with the oral traditions and
customs of their people in the Livingstone and Kalemo Districts

between July and August, 1978, I have listed the names of

*Unless otherwise stated, all archival documents in
footnotes refer to the National Archives, Lusakas



interviewees and their areas eof residence er erigin in Sectien

(g) of the widliegraphy.

The interviews were spread ever the areas eccupied by
Chiefs Mukuni, Sekute, Museketwame and Katapazi. Mest of the
infermatien regarding Chief Momba's area and that ef Siakasipa
was ebtained frem archival gseurcess The jeurney te Chief Memba's
area emded at Mulebezi Saw Mills in the far nerth-west ef the

Livingstene Pistrict because eof limited research funds.

De Precedure of the eral research.

I used planned questions te ebtain informatien abeut
offences like theft, witchcraft or marriage disputes, and social
centrel in general befere 1899, in Teka-Leya seciety, In erder te
establish changes in the way peeple viewed the abeve practices, I

used varieus techniques, all ef which preoved useful,

For instance, I ceuld ask several questiens based on the
infermants® replies te my pre~planned questiens, I weuld alse
ask questions based en their autebiegraphical experiences. My task
in this exercise was te ward againsf eliciting irrelevant infermatiex,
I did this by repeating my questions if my infermants appeared net

te understand my questiens,

I tried te everceme thelproblen of chrenelegy by reminding
the infermants abeut certain majer events whieh had | &taken place
in their times, Fer example, I weuld remind them of things like the
censtructien ef the Victeria Falls Bridse and the intreductien ef
the railway in Northern Rhedesia between 1899 and 1905, the

intreductien of the hut tax in the western and
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seuthern parts of Nerthern Rhedesia in 1903 and the freeing ef
slaves ®y King Lubesi Lewanika in 1906, Mest elderly Teka-Leya,
Tenga and Lezi infermants could recall these events vividly. Other
events easily recalled were the shifting of the capital of Nerthern
Rhodesia from Kalome te Livingstene in 1907 and a further change

frem Livingstene te Imsaka in 1935,

New and again I reminded informants about the 1914-~1918 First
Werld War, pepularly knewn as Kaiser®s War and the influenza epidemic
which breke out in the 19181919 period in Nerthern Rhodesiae These
events were alse helpful in determining chrenelegy., The 1935 and
1939 Cepperbelt and Railway Workers® Strikes alse servéd as events

fer purpeses eof chrenelegy and extracting useful infermatiome

The Secend World War which breke out in 1939 was the mest
ugeful event fer marking out time sequence, What became known
as the Mwana Lesa (Son ef Ged) Movement of the early 1920s and
Muchape (Witchcraft cleansing) Mevement of the 19%6s were also

useful reminders of events and chrenolegy.

In the course of this research, I used te take down brief
notes during interviews and discussions with the infermants.
Altheugh the appendix shows the name of one informant interviewed
at a given place, in fact, several other people used te take part
in the discussiens that fellowed an ipterview. Although this was the
case, I relied mestly upen the infermation giwen by the main infermants.
Such persens were either headmen, former messengers, former policemen,
kapasug (country policenen) or were advanced in age, and had the

reputatien of possessing a seund knowledge of their secieties.
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I also derived tremendous help from people who could
interpret from Toka-Leya, Lozi and Tonga to English as my
knowledge of the local languages is limited. Such persons
included former court messengers, chiefs' messengers, retired
policemen, school teachers, officials of the local parent-
teachers' associations and some heads of institutions as was
the case at Malota Home for the aged in Livingstone Tewn
Where people understood Cibemba and Cinyanja languages, I could

easily communicate in these languagesa

The material found in the Livingstone Museum National
Archives on the 1890-1924 period, which covered missionary
activities in the region could not be consulted because I could
not read the French language. In spite of this I am satisfied

that the material I consulted was sufficient for this researchs

E, Other works related to thisg studv.

This was not the first study in this region. Professor Colson
conducted extensive anthropological work among the Gwembe and
Plateau Tonga, people similar to the Toka-Leya in social organization.
The 1late Dre. Mubitana also conducted anthropological research
among the Toka~Leya. Two other scholars, Dr. Muntemba and Stan
Shewmaker also conducted research on political and Christian
Missionary history among the Toka-lLeya respectively. I therefore
derived much information regarding the Toka=Leya from the

researches I have mentioned.

The other person whose work on the Northern Rhodesia Police
Force I found enlightening though not directly relevant to my
work was Nick Small. This was An Qutline History of the Northern

Rhodesia Police Force 1890-1964,
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Professor Marcia Wright wrote a seminar P5P0T(1975"1976)
based on her research in the Abercorn (Mbala) region of
Northern Rhodesia (1897-1902), Her research differs slightly
from mine because whereas I focussed my own research on the
impact of the colonial law enforcement system, she attempted

a general social historys All the same I found her paper

useful,
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Chapter 1,
Introduction:

(a) The grea and its physical environment,

This study covers the central and southern parts of the
Southern Province of Zambia. The Zambezi River which forms an
international boundary between Zambia and Zimbabwe is the main
drainage systems Its main tributaries in this region are the
Kalomo River, forming the eastern border of the area, the Ngwezi
River in the middle near Mambova and the Machili River which
forms the western and north-western borders. The whole area
between Mambova and Mulobezi in‘the north, and from there up to
Kabozu Administrative District is included in this study. The north
and north-eastern borders extend from Kabozu to Zimba on the
Livingstone-Kalomo railway line. Fromz;imba the limits of the area
extend down to the mouth of the Kalomo River on the floor of the

Zambezi River,

A number of streams criss-cross the area. Most of these streams
are trlbutarles of the four main rivers which are found in the region.
Although from the map the region appears to be well~watered, a
majority of the streams dry up in the dry Season, except perenniagl
ones such as the Sinde and Maramba Rivers in the South and the Matezi
and Nadukula Rivers in the east. The region has some Qggbgg_zghampy
depressions;7 which are useful sources of water.1

The region is generally flat except for the escarpment areas
and gorges as one descends towards the Zambezi River, particularly
in the middle and eastern parts of the area.2 The Batoka Plateaun
which extends into the Livingstone and Kalomo Districts is the
highest land. In the south the Plateau is cut by the Zambezi River,

The latter is about 365 metres above sea = level.3
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The main type of vegetation is deciduous savanna woodland,
but within this category there are found three sub types: the
miombo woodlands (brachystegia plurijnga, jubelnadia and igoberlinia
species)4 which grow extensively in areas of Kalahari gand in the west
and on the Karoo soils in the eastern areas. The mopane woodlands

(colophospermum mopane) are found in the central and southern areas.5

The Mutemwg forest (dominated by the baikiseg pluggnga_j extends

from the Ngwezi River in the north to Kazungula, Mambova and Sesheke
areas in the south and south~west of the region.6 There are also

areas of grassland particularly around watersheds and swampy places.7

Apart from the lateritic soils, the low average rainfall is
one of the adverse climatic factors affecting the lives of people
in that certain agricultural products which may flourish elsewhere
such as maize and groundnuts do not grow well here. Animal husbandry

such as the keeping of cattle is also limited by this factor.

The average rainfall ranges from about 71 centimetres per year
in the Zambezi valley areas to about 102 centimetres per year in
the northern parts of the Southern Province.8 It falls mostly
between the months of November and March or Apri1.9 There are
three main rain ~ bearing winds in this part of Zambia, as is also
the case in most parts of the country. They are the Congo (Zaire)
air, the north-eastern monsoon and the south—~eastern trades.lo It
has been said that the marked seasonal occurrence of rainfall is
one of the factors which contribute to the winter shortage of surface
water and that this in turn restricts permanent settlement in certain
areas.ll As if to emphasize the reality of the water problem Kay
observed that 'a great deal of ritual and magic is practised to

s 12
counter shortcomings of natural conditions'.
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(b) The people and their distributions

The people who live in the area we have Just describhed are
of varied ethnic, cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Langworthy
classified them thus: the Leya in the extreme south-cast, the Toka
and Tonga in the central and northern parts of the area and the
Totela in the west and north-west. According to the author this
situation could reflect the distribution of ethnic groups in pre-
colonial timese Sometimes all the above groups of people are
referred to as Ila--Tongaal3 Such a classification overlooks the
existence of other ethnic groups. Juapan classified the peoples of
the Kalomo and Livingstone Districts into two major groups thus:
the Tonga and Zambezi groups.14 The former include people who
speak Tonga dialects such as the southern and northern Tonga, the
We and Totela, those who speak Ila dialects such as the Lundwe
and Mbala and those who speak what he calls the Mukuni dialect

called Twas The latter group includes the Subiya, Lozi and Leya.l5

Kashoki and Mannmade a similar attempt at classifying the
peoples of this region on linguistic grounds%6 They recognized
Tonga as one of the nine Zambian language groups but Toka, Leya,
Subiya, Totela, Ila and a few others including Lenje were also
recognized as the main dialectss The above classification conflicts
with yet another which views the smaller language groups as
representing specific ethnic groupss. They are seen not in terms
of dialects or offwshoots of the Tonga language but as part of the
Bantu Botatwe ethnic and linguistic conglomerate, that is the Ila,

17

Lenje and Tonga.

Although what we have discussed so far is an attempt by

various authors to link ethnic and language groups to particular
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geographical locations, there is a danger in tsking such inforw
mation at face value. A deeper analysis is needed particularly
when dealing with a historical subject. For instance, due te
movements of people resulting from Lozi and Makololo incursions
upon the Tonga in this region after 1850,18 a lot of ethnic and
linguistic intermixture occurred, thereby fostering a kind of
cultural admixture awong these peOple.l9 For instance, in more

recent times Lozi, Ndebele and Tonga influence in the form of

language and customs has predominated in the regione

Changes in the administrative boundaries of the Kalomo and
Livingstone Districts in 1900, 1906 and 1936 also tended to have
the effect of intermixing people as some were shifted from the

21

jurisdiction of one chief to that of anothers -The 1926 Reserves

22 Tyis means that not only has there

Commission had the same effecte
been an intermixture of languages, but also that intermarriages
between the dominant Lozi and Tonga groups on one had and, the smaller
ethnic groups such as the Toka, Leya and Totela on the other, have
tended to complicate the problem of trying to categorize these

people into clear—cut ethnic groups. My own findings when I carried
out research in this region in 1978 confirm this views I will in this
thesis use the term *Toka-Leya'! to refer to the smaller groups of
people found in the Kalomo and Livingstone Districts such as the Toka,

Totela, Subiya, Leya, We, Ila and some Lozi, ‘onga and Nkoya groups-z3

It is not very clear whether the Toka-Leya or their
predecessors the 'Tonga diaspora' peoples?? naq any elaborate kingdoms

akin to those of the Bemba in the north or the Lozi in the west of
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Northern Rhodesia prior to the middle of the 19th century because

the six Toka-Leya chiefdoms in this area appear to have been

founded either by the end of the 18th century or at the beginning

of the 19th century.25 Historically, the Toka-Leya fall under six
main chiefs who are: Mukuni, Sekute, Momba, Musokotwane, Katapazi and
Siakasipa. The two last mentioned were demoted to sub—chiefs

by the colonial authorities in the 19303¢26 A number of small chiefs
who claimed sovereign status prior to the imposition of colonial rule
became subordinate to one or the other of the six main chiefs we. have
already mentioneds For instance, Linda, who ruled where the town of
Livingstone is situated fell under Chief Mukuni, Mujala in the North-
east of Livingstone Town fell under Musokotwane and Katombora in the

southewest fell under Sekute,

We must note that by 1890, the six chiefs whom we have mentioned
above were well-settled in their respective areas as shown on the map:
Mukuni in the south—east at Lukambo, Sekute in the south-west at Chundu,
Katapazi in the north-east at Kayube, Musokotwane in the north at
Lukuni and Siakasipa in the north of Musokotwane's chiefdom but based
at Senkobo. Chief Momba was based at Kabozu in the extreme north-west,
Al11 of them had more or less well-defined chiefdoms. Furthermore,
Ndebele raids were still fresh in the people's minds since it was only
in 1892 that the last Ndebele impis (military forces) plundered the
region. Lubosi Lewanika, King of the Lozi, still regarded the

Toka-Leya as his subject peoples, at least until 1906.27
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(c) Social-political organization at the territorisl levels
(i) The village or hamlet.

This was the smallest political unit.>C In the mid 19th
century, Livingstone felt that before 1800 most Toka~Leya
villages were large towns.29 However, by the middle of the 19th
century descriptions of villages of this period suggest that
these were much smaller in the 19th century than they had been
before. For example in 1885, Holub, a Czech explorer, estimated
the population of Chief Musokotwane's village to have been
about 45 to 60 individuals.30 After 1936 the administration
imposed a rule that ten male persons could form a village for

31

purposes of tax collection,

Each village usually consisted of matrilineal kinsmen from
different kinship groups who fell under the leadership of a senior
male member of a given kinship group.32 The name of such g
matrilineal leader automatically became that of the villages After
1900 the village head assumed the title of sibbuku (headman).
Throughout the 19th century the position of sibbuku was hereditarye.
A change came after 1900 with the creation by the administration

of its own gibbukue- -

In pre~colonial times the gibbuku had an obligation to mediate
between members of his own village and the highest authority in the
land such as that of the gikatongo (neighbourhood leader) or mwami
(the chief), on important matters that affected hisg community. He
also had a duty to settle disputes, distribute land, offer
sacrifices and to pour a libation to ancestral spirits on behalf

34

of his village. Ihe 1ast duty was very much associated with the

praying for rain and ensuring the fertility of the land with
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consequent abundant harvests, Sibbuku were also ealled upon
to make decisions related to marriages, the calling of diviners
to detect the causes of illness or death in the village, widow
or property inheritance, death and funeral arrangements.35 In
the 19th century sibhuku like their superiors the mwemi (chiefs)
very often received goods like guns, clothesg, beads and matchets
from Buropean travellers and traders in exchange for the help
which they rendsred teo the latter, for example, by being hosts
or directing them to their destinations, in addition to providing

them with porters.36

(ii) The neighbourhood,

This was the next territorial unit of importance after the
village. Studies conducted among the Gwembe Tonga, a people
similar to the Toka-leya in social organization, indicate that
a neighbourhood consisted of about three to seven villages in pre-
colonial timeso37 Like a village, a neighbourhood was composed
of kinsmen as well as aliens., The main difference from a village
was the fact that neighbourhood members very often shared a common
rain shrine and a religious-political leader known as the

sikatongoe38

The office of the sikatongo came into being through divine
selection of the man who then founded his neighbourhood 'by opening
up new 1and*°39 When he died his shade could be inherited by
anybody within that neighbourhood on the advice of basangu (rain
and land spirits). Such a person then became the new sikatongo.4o
There were instances when prolitical functions of the sikatongo overlapped
with religious ones But where the Sikatongo combined religious with
political functions, he led rain-making, harvesting and major funeral

ceremonies, settled disputes within the neighbourhood and

offered sacrifices of a black chicken or
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a goat to ancestral spirits to forestall famine, disease or drought.
He also ensured that offenders against the office of the §ikgtongo,
which included the rain-maing cult,underwent the necessary

rituals to avert communal punishment by the supernatural world.41

With the growth of chiefdoms in the late 18th century and
throughout the 19th century the office of the gikatongso lost its
political role to that of the chief. ¥for example, after 1800 Chief
Mukuni absorbed into his kingdom a number of these smaller ‘chiefs!
such as Linda who was situated in the area where the present town

42 Mwiinga and Xalembwe under Chief Musokotwane

of Livingstone is.
were by 1890 mere headmen. By 1900 the colonial administration only
recognized the political funections of these people and ignored their

religious roles.

(iii) The chiefdoms

This was the largest territorial unit. It embraced a number
of villages and neighbourhoods of a given ethnic group. The mwami
(chief) became the highest authority in the politicalyeconomic,
Judicial and ritual hierarchy throughout the 19th century. The
community distinguished the mwami from the ordinary citizens
because he practised large-scale polygamy, had the power of life
and death over criminals and exercised military leadership. He also
had the authority to ask religious leaders and all other subordinate

officials to perform tasks which benefitted the whole community.

For purposes of welding his chiefdom together, a chief
exerted his influence through relatives who were either headmen,
neighbourhood leaders, or prophets and diviners. For example, after
1865 the prophetess Bedyango in Chief Mukuni's Kingdom was ususally

his sistero43 Since the Toka-lLeya were not centralized to the extent
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of having clear-cut political or economic institutions, a number
of elders could be summoned whenever expediency demanded, to
witness an important event such as the trial of an alleged murderer,

44

a witch or a wizard. In many cases these people advised the

chief or merely carried out his orders. All major decisions

such as those in connection with waging war were taken by the

chiefe Towards the close of the 19th century most Toka-Leya chiefs
had adopted the Lozi practice of having a special overseer of the
chiefdom called the Ngambela and an official of sanctuary know as the
45

Ngtomoyo from whom criminals could seek pardone. Another institution
which developed particularly ip Chief Mukuni's Chiefdom was the
keeping or deployment of young warriors.46

In economic matters a chief had the role of distributing land
to both his subjects and aliens who came to settle in his chiefdom.47
Bowever, in the 19th century, Chiefs Sekute and Momba in the south-west
and north-west of the Livingstone District respectively did not exercise
much control over the exploitation of natural resources in their areas
owing to having been under Lozi political tutelage. For example,
during the second half of the 19th century Lozi kings could give
hunting and slave-raiding rights to European and Mambari traders

48

respectively, Furthermore, most fishing areas on the Zambezi River

which were adjacent to the Lozi Kingdom were being controlled by the

49

Lozi. The authority of Toka-Leya chiefs also tended to be reduced

because the Lozi continued to demand tribute in the form of slaves,

sheep, goats, animal skins, ivory and agricultural products.bo This

system of tribute paying continued in a crude form after 1890.

The political influence of Toka-Leya chiefs over their people

was maintained throughout the 19th century, and to a lesser degree






