FACTORS AND THE NATURE OF LOW READING ACHIEVEMENT AMONG

GRADE TWO PUPILS: THE CASE OF SELECTED SCHOOLS IN MPIKA AND
MBALA DISTRICTS

BY

STANLEY MWAMBAZI

A DISSERTATION SUBMITTED TO THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA IN PARTIAL
FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF THE DEGREE OF
MASTER OF EDUCATION IN LITERACY AND LEARNING

THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA

AUGUST 2011



DECLARATION

I, Mwambazi Stanley, declare that this dissertation is my own work and has not been submitted

for adegree award at any other university.

[N =11 1 1

1D 1= (5



CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL

This dissertation by Mwambazi Stanley is approved as partial fulfillment of the requirements for
the award of the Master of Education (in Literacy and Learning) degree of the University of
Zambia.

Examiner..........oooooiii i XSION L Date

Examiner..........coooiiiiiiiiiiie 0 SION e Daten

Examiner..........coooiiiiiiiiiiieeSION e Daten



DEDICATION

To my beloved family: my wife and children, who, in my absence endured, tolerated but lived
with hope. To my late mother, Beatrice, who, is departed to u n worlds. Though departed
to unknown worlds, her encouragement to study still lives on, and to Uncle Robert, also

departed, whose good reading habits arealways an inspiration.



COPYRIGHT

All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, [, photocopying, recording or

otherwise, withoutwritten permissionfrom the author or the University of Zambia.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

| would like to thank wholeheartedly all the individuals, officials and organizations that assisted
me and ensured that my study was a success. | would like to thank the NOMA Project through
the Coordinator, Dr J. R. Luangala,for giving me a scholarship to enable me to study for the
Master’s qualification, and Dr A. Cheyeka, my supervisor, for his valuable guidance and
continued support during my study.

I would also like to thankthe NOMA Programme lecturers for their teaching, support and
guidance during the programme, and Mr. Everisto Mubanga, a teacher, and my assistant, for his

good supportive work.

To the Provincial Education Officer, and the District Education Board Secretaries for Mpika and
Mbala districts, Northern Province for allowing me to carry out the study in their schools and
districts,and Dr Akakandelwa, UNZA Veterinary and main libraries, for his computer and

information technological guidance and support.

Vi



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Declaration

Certificate of Approval
Dedication

Copyright
Acknowledgements
Table of Contents

List of Tables

List of Figures

Abstract

INErOdUCTION. ..o
Background...........ccc oot
Theoretical Framework.............cooco v viiii e,
Statement of the Problem
Purpose of the Study............cccco i,
Objectives of the Study............cccooiii e,

Research QUESHIONS.............ccvviiiviiiiiieeieeeee e

Significance of the Study

Definition of TermMS......ooovveiie e

PAGE

Vi

vii

Xii

Xiii

Vil



LITEIatUIE REBVIBW ... oot e e e e e e e e e e e 7

CHAPTER THREE.......co 0. 19

Y/ [<] dpToTe (o] [oTe 2R RTPPRTRPTPON 19

RESEAICH DESIGN......eiiiiiii e e e e e e 19
Target POPUIALION.........cco oo e e e e e e e 19
SAMPIE SIZES... i e e e 19
SAMPIING PrOCEAUIE.........iiiii e e e e e e e 19
Research Instruments and their Administration..............ccco oo v e e, 20

Data ColleCtioN PrOCEAUIES.........cc.eiiit et et ittt e e e s e ee e 22
Data ANalySIS PrOCEAUIES. .......cooi i e e e e e e e e s 22
ELNICAI ISSUES...... et e e e et e e e e e e 23
STUAY LIMITATIONS. ... e et et e e et et et e e ee e eeees e 23
Delimitation Of the STUAY.........cc oo e e 24

FINAINGS Of the STUAY.......ooviiii i e e e e 25
Tests with Basic Skills Assessment TOOl (BASAT) ... oo 25

Performance in Reading from Respective SChOOIS................oooiiiiiii i 31
Test Results from Reading LiSt...........cooiuiiiiiiiiii it e e e e e 35
Data from QUESHIONNAITES. .........ccuviiie ittt et e e e e e e e e 49
LESSON ODSEIVALION.......coii it et et e e e e e e e 54
Data from Interview with Head teachers, SICs and Teachers...............ccccce v 55

viii



DS CUS S ON ... et e e e e e e e e e s 61

Conclusion and ReCOMMENALIONS. .........vviiiiiiit i e e 73
CONCIUSION. ... e e e e et ettt bttt b e 73
RECOMMENAATIONS. ...ttt et e e et et e e e 74
REFERENCES ... ot e et e e e e e e e e e e e 76
APPENDICES. ... . e e et et e et e e s 83
Appendix 1 Basic Skills Assessment TOOl (BASAT) .....ccooiiviiiiiiiiiiies e 83
Appendix 2 Reading List for Grade 2..........cccccooviiiiiiiii i e 88
Appendix 3 Lesson Observation FOIM...........oooiii oot 89
Appendix 4 Letters of the Alphabet.............ccoi i 91

Appendix 5 Questionnaire for TeaCherS. ... e, 92

AppendiX 6 INTErVIEW GUIE...........oviiii i e e e 94
Appendix 7 Informed Consent FOrm for PEO............ccoooiiii i 95
Appendix 8 Informed Consent Form for BEBS...............cco oo i 96

Appendix 9 Informed Consent Form for Head teachers................cccccoo i 97



LIST OF TABLES

TABLE PAGE
1 Letter KNOWIEAQE. .......cooiii i e e e e 26
2 Letter-Sound KNOWIEAQE. ........ccoiiv i it s e e e e 27
3 Syllable SegMENTatiON.........cvuviii e e 28
4 Initial Sound 1dentification................ooiiv i 28
5 End Sound 1dentification................cooiiiii i 29
6 SOUN BIENAING......oeiiiiii i e e 30
7 REATING . ...t e e e e e e e e s 30
8 Reading COMPrenNeNSION.........cooiv it it e e e e e 33
9 REATING ‘8 .. it e e s 35
10 REAAING ‘DA ... e e e e e e 36
11 REAING “MON@ ... oottt et et e e et e et e e aees 36
12 ReAdING ‘AIEYA ... .. oo e e e e 36
13 REAdING ‘DALALA ... ....ee iiiieii e e e e e e 37
14 Reading ‘DamMUCENE ..........couiiiii i e e et s e s 37
15  Reading ‘talafika'............ccovi i 37
16  Reading ‘KafuNdiSha'...........ooo oo e e e e 38
17  Reading ‘UmUKASNaNa ............cooii oot e e e s 38
18 Reading ‘balesambilila’..............cccoooiii i 38
19 Reading Bemba by grade twWo..........c.coooiiii i e 49
20 Reading Englishby grade tWo............ccoviiiiiiiiiii e e 50
21  Teaching/learning MAaterialS..........cooooii it e e e e e 50
22  Reasons Grade two were unable to Read Bemba.............c.ccccooeoiniiiies 51



23

24

25

Reasons Grade two were unable to Read English...............ccccciviinn,
Summary of Lesson ODSErvations.............ooovviiiiiis i e e e

Interview with Head teachers, SICs and Teachers..........cooeeoeiieiiiiee i,

Xi



LIST OF FIGURES

FIGURE

1

2

10

11

12

Reading Performance School by School.......... ...
Reading Comprehension School by School.............c.oooooii i
Reading ‘a’ SChool by SChoOl....... ..o
Reading ‘ba’ School by SChool....... ...,
Reading ‘mona’ School by School.............cooi i
Reading ‘aleya’ School by School..........c.ooiiiiiiii
Reading ‘batata’ School by School... ...
Reading ‘bamucena’ School by School......... ..o
Reading ‘talafika’ School by School......... ...,
Reading ‘kafundisha’ School by School... ...
Reading ‘umukashana’ School by School......... ...

Reading “balesambilila’ School by School.............c.oo i

PAGE

32

.39

40

41

42

43

44

45

.46

47

.48

Xii



ABSTRACT

The study aimed at exploring the factors and the nature of the low reading achievement among
grade two (2) pupils. Sixty grade two (2) pupils, thirty girls and thirty boys, comprised the
samples while six basic school Head teachers, six School In-service Coordinators (SICs) and
seventy-six grade two teachers were the respondents. The respondents and the samples were
drawn from selected basic schools in Mbala and Mpika districts of the Northern Province of

Zambia.

The instruments used to collect data include the Basic Skills Assessment Tool
(BASAT),questionnaires, the Interview Guide, and the Lesson Observation Form (LOF).Test
results of the study confirm that grade two (2) pupils in target schools were not able to read
Zambian Language and English according to their grade level. The related Chi-square tests which
were done on the test results from BASAT show that there was no significant difference in

performance among the six basic schools.

The study revealed that grade two pupils were not able to read according  their grade level due
to absenteeism; shortage of suitable teaching/learning materials; shortage of teachers particularly
those trained in PRP methodologies; large classes; poor family and educational back ground,;
poor and inadequate infrastructure; pupils not breaking through in grade one; inadequate time

allocated for literacy/reading lessons; and un familiar language of instruction.

Basing on the findings of the study, recommendations were made to the relevant authorities of
the education system. The recommendations include: Adequate appropriate teaching/learning
materials for literacy/reading in English should be continualy supplied tobasic schools; grade
two teachers should be closely supervised and supported, and should be encourage to establish
closer links with learners’ homes; teachers of the first two grades of lower basic section should
be adequately trained in NBTL and SITE methodologies in order to ensure pupils who do not
break through in grade one are assisted to read in grade two; more teachers should be deployed
so that there should be two teachers per lesson in grades one and for adequate supervision of the
many learning activities in NBTL and SITE; and construction of school infrastructure should be
increased and should be more equitably distributed.
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