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ABSTRACT

This study is an examination of the role played by cadres in inter party violence and how this affects democracy a case of Kanyama Constituency of Lusaka District. The objectives of the study were to establish the role played by cadres in interparty violence; to determine the link between democracy and cadre violence; to investigate the implication of interparty violence to democracy and to determine measures to put in place to prevent interparty violence. A descriptive phenomenological qualitative design was employed in this study. Based on the interviews held with all the participants the study found that cadres have played important roles in campaigning to win political party membership and sell their party ideology. From the views shared by cadres, the low socioeconomic status makes them vulnerable to their leaders which in turn make them susceptible to being used as means to achieve the political goals of the ones financing the violence. The study revealed mixed positions concerning the relationship between democracy and political violence. It was established that there is an existing relationship between democracy and political violence albeit in a negative way. This study also established that interparty violence disfranchises citizens and promotes apathy; Based on the study findings, the following recommendations were made: the need to educate political cadres should be extended to political leaders who abuse the vulnerable youths by paying them to engage in politics of intimidation; political parties should be engaging in dialogue to ensure that the differences they have are ironed out; political players, civil society, the Media and Institutions of government as key actors in interparty violence should find tangible solutions on what should be done to prevent it.
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[bookmark: _Toc37078587]CHAPTER ONE
[bookmark: _Toc37078588]INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc37078589] 1.1 Overview
These chapters outline the background to the study, the statement of the problem, purpose of the study, objectives of the study, research questions, significance of the study, limitation of the study and operational terms used in this study.

[bookmark: _Toc37078590]1.2 Background
Elections are considered the most important aspect of democracy; they give power to the citizens to peacefully stipulate their preferences and hold government accountable. Schumpeter (1990), argues that democracy is an institutional arrangement for arriving at a political decision in which individuals acquire the power to decide by means of a competitive struggle for people's vote. Therefore, it is not surprising that a political system is democratic to the extent in which the collective decision makers are elected through fair, honest and periodic elections based on universal adult suffrage and where candidates freely compete for votes. Yet in many Sub-Saharan African countries with weak institutions of governance and a history of political conflict, intense competition in high stakes elections leads to periods of violence and turmoil (Ukpokodu, 1997). Violent elections, in turn, threaten the stability of democratic institutions and processes, particularly in transitional democracies. Lexi Shechtel (2010) argues that the popular movement for democracy in Africa is said to revolved around three major demands namely abolition of the one-party state in favor of democratic pluralism, decentralization of power–greater local autonomy and respect for human rights and the rule of law by African governments. Idowu (2008) further argues clearly that respect for human rights and the rule of law remains a great challenge for the African government to achieve. 

Drawing from a human rights-based approach, Idowu further asserts that democracy and development will ever remain most paramount in the affairs of all nations which cherish liberty and good governance. Although the manifestation of true democracy exists, it only exists in theory and this is common in most African countries. This being the case in most African countries it is imperative to explore if cadre violence has an effect on democracy in Zambia.  Ukpokodu (1997) observes that most African nations tend to shift back and forth between three types of government systems, namely: democratic, semi democratic, and authoritarian. Shechtel (2010) postulates that democracy in Africa is a relatively new and often unstable institution.
Political violence has been in existence in Zambia since the establishment of the one party state under the UNIP government (Habasonda, 2018) and Inter-party violence has been one of the major factors that has been affecting the development of democracy in Zambia.   This mostly, is as a result of different factors, among which are; failure of party leaders to educate their cadres on the ideology of the parties’ actual manifesto, satisfaction of results from election, Tribal differences and so on.

[bookmark: _Hlk12069931] In western countries, United States of America (USA) for example where democracy emanated from, it has been mandated for a political party to perform some certain functions in order for democracy to prevail. Function like actively and positively opposing the ruling party. But if not properly practiced it can be the cause of serious violence. For instance, out of 57 countries that held elections in 2001, violent conflicts were witnessed in 14 countries (Fischer, 2002). In the case of Africa, violence affects between 60 to 90 percent of elections (Bekoe, 2010). Current studies show that inter-party conflicts have become a common global phenomenon.

[bookmark: _Hlk12069999]Political party cadres can be defined as a group of trained or otherwise qualified personnel capable of forming, training, or leading an expanded organization, as a religious or political faction, or a skilled work force (Kalyvas, 2013). Cadres can be seen as de facto political elites, members who seem to have power and influential but mostly they are under the political leaders (Burton and Highley 2001: ). Cadres are an elite or select group that forms the core of a political organization and are capable of training new members. These cadres mostly tend to protest and support parties without a proper understanding of the political parties’ ideology and manifesto. This then results into cadres being used by political leaders to disrupt other political parties’ meeting, hence inter-party violence.

Political violence is an ambiguous concept therefore it is defined differently by different scholars, for it requires defining not only what “political” but also what “violence” is. Della (1995: 2) said in general political violence can be defined as “repertoires of collective action that involve great physical force and cause damage to an adversary in order to impose political aims”. Political violence includes phenomena that range from mass protest, coups and terrorism to riots, pogroms, ethnic cleansing, and genocide adds Kalyvas (2013). Della simply talks about political violence being the body of different forms of violence that are politically influenced in order for a political party to achieve its aims. It’s from this view point that one can understand what interparty violence is. Simply put, two or more political parties trying to achieve their aims will clash and in order to win, any form of violence will be applied hence inter party violence. 

As stated above cadres are a nucleus or core group of trained personnel able to assume control and to train others worldwide in inter-party development. So, recruited cadres, with the view that they are knowledgeable about party manifesto, they recruit others, and in some cases, they work like the party’s handymen (Bekoe, 2010). Meaning whatever the leader wants to do they would do it through the cadres. It is for this reason that the cadres remain loyal to the cause. It is from this point that we see some ignorant party cadres not wanting to hear anything negative said about their political party. If this happen then violence erupts. Aside from being ignorant, the violence is incited by leaders who for the sake of wanting to achieve their aims, will do anything through the cadres hence causing violence (Kalyvas, 2013). In Kenya, for example, Dekha (2012) observed that violent clashes through cadres erupted following the disputed elections that saw the burning of 300 houses and the killing of about 600 000 people. In Zimbabwe, Alao (2012) observed that inter-party conflict through cadres erupted between the ruling Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) and the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) following the 29th March 2008 disputed presidential polls where about 500 MDC supporters were attacked, 400 were arrested, 10 were killed and 3000 families were displaced for supporting the opposition. 

From the above example we can see that through disagreements, disputes between parties may cause violence. In this case you would notice, for example the ruling party would start using the countries resources in order to win. By so doing democracy is being breeched. Take for instance the case that happened in the 2016 by-elections here in Zambia. A petition was put forth by the UPND president Hakainde Hichilema but the case ended up being adjourned until no justice was taken (Lusaka Times, 2016: xx). Such can also be a recipe for interparty violence. The recent Sesheke parliamentary by-elections violence between the ruling Patriotic Front and the United Party for National Development, is another typical example of political cadre violence. A closer look on the case, one would discover that cadres armed with machetes were literally ferried from Lusaka to Sesheke to intimidate voters (Human Rights Commission, 2019). This could create an unstable environment for fair democratic elections. This study therefore, aims to examine the role of cadres in inter party violence and how it affects democracy. 
[bookmark: _Toc37078591]1.3 Statement of the Problem
Cadres play a very important role in selling their party’s manifesto to win membership and also educate citizens on the ideology of their political party (FODEP, 2012; Mwangilwa. 1982). In Zambia, a study conducted by FODEP (2012) so far show that Inter party violence is on the increase despite several calls from different stakeholders for party leaders to cage or restrain their cadres from violence. Although Cadres are at the center of the interparty violence, their role has been neglected. Review of related literature suggest that very little study has taken deliberate steps to investigate the role of cadres in interparty political violence and assess the implication of interparty political violence on democracy in Zambia.  Prior studies by (Fumpa-Makano and Mukanda, 2019; Habasonda 2018; Smith-Höhn, 2009) conducted in Zambia have focused on the extent of political violence, causes of political violence and solutions to those factors. Such studies only provides insights on political violence and do not offer subjective experience and solutions to the problem.  Therefore, this study sought to investigate interparty violence with focus on the role of carders in interparty violence and the implication of interparty violence on democracy.

[bookmark: _Toc37078592]1.4 Purpose of the Study
[bookmark: _Hlk37073951][bookmark: _Hlk36932465]The purpose of this study was to examine the role of cadres in inter party violence and how it affects democracy.

[bookmark: _Toc37078593]1.5 Research Objectives
The specific objectives of the study were to:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk36976752][bookmark: _Hlk12051615]Establish the role played by cadres in interparty violence 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk12052417]Determine the link between democracy and cadre violence. 
3.  Investigate the implication of interparty violence to democracy.
4.  Determine measures to put in place to prevent inter party violence.

[bookmark: _Toc37078594] 1.6 Research Question
The study was guided by the following specific questions:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk38435394][bookmark: _Hlk36722756]What role do cadres play in their Political party? 
2. What is the relationship between democracy and cadre violence?
3. How does interparty violence affect democracy?
4. What measures should be put in place to prevent inter party violence?

1.7 Significance of Study
It is hoped that the findings of this study may help provide relevant information for academic scholars and also to political parties and civil society organizations to develop   interventions and implement them to address the situation.  It is also hoped that the study findings might provide evidence-based data for scholars interested in the political violence and its effects on democracy. Further, the information generated from this research may contribute to the already existing body of knowledge on political violence and democracy.

1.8 Scope of the Study
This study was conducted within Kanyama constituency of Lusaka District of Lusaka province. The area was carefully selected because it is where most incidents of political violence have been reported.  Besides, the study area is easily accessible in view of time and financial constraints. 

1.9 Limitations of the Study
The major limitation of the study was that most of the participants were unwilling to participate looking at the sensitivity of the study especially that it looked at cadre violence tand undemocratic practices. The other limitation was that looking at the vastness of Knayama Constituency, time was not adequate enough to enable the researcher to gather information from all the key stakeholders in this constituency. 


1.10 Theoretical Framework
This study has been informed by the theory of Social Exclusion. The Social Exclusion theory has its roots from the work of Emile Durkheim and it can be traced to have its recognition in the eighteenth-century enlightenment period. From the Social Exclusion theory Emile Durkheim stipulated that the society would only function effectively if there is social solidarity (Levitas, 2000). The theory is seen to give emphasis that equality and participation of citizens in activities of societies within which they live is cardinal for development to take place. Levitas (2000) holds that the Social Exclusion theory is a cross cutting concept whose main focus is on what fails people to participate effectively in key activities in their societies. Social exclusion refers to both individuals and societies, signifying “disadvantage, alienation and lack of freedom” for certain groups relative to others (Gore 1996 in Bhalla and Lapeyere 1997). The framework focuses on how formal and informal institutions and practices work to disconnect groups and individuals from social relations. This school of thought argues that people’s participation in any important event is compromised if they are subjected to situations beyond their control. It reflects the cultural devaluation of people based on  “who they are‟ or rather “who they are perceived to be‟ as well as “where they are‟ (Kabeer, 2000; Kabeer, 2006). Basing on this theory it can be seen that cadre violence is an art of trying to take away freedom of other political parties. Cadre violence tends to negatively affect democracy as other people are socially excluded from fully participating effectively in national matters or campaigning. In the efforts of trying to socially exclude a certain group violence erupts and sometimes lives are lost. The cadre violence affects the solidarity of the society and promotes injustice. It is from this background that this theory was adopted for this research.

[bookmark: _Toc37078599]1.11 Operational Definition of Terms
Cadre – Cadres can be seen as de facto political elites, members who seem to have power and influential but mostly they are under the control of political leaders. 
Conflict – it is a situation which arises when two or more parties pursue incompatible Goals, values, interests or indeed scarce resources which can be attained by one and not both parties at the same time.
Inter party conflict- inter-party conflict occurs when two or more parties pursuing incompatible goals, values or interests are competing for the same position within the political system. 
Violence – behavior involving physical force or hate speech intended to hurt damage or kill someone or something. 
Democracy- is a system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of a State, usually through elected representatives. 

11.12 Summary
This chapter presented the background to the problem by giving a brief discussion on political party cadre violence globally, on the African continent and the Zambian situation. The chapter further presented the statement of the problem, purpose of study, objectives, research questions and operational definitions. The conceptual framework created the master plan of this study. 

The next chapter presents a review of the literature in relation to this study.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
[bookmark: _Toc37078602]2.1 Overview
This chapter presents a review of related literature done by other authorities.  The review of literature focuses on examining the role of cadres in interparty violence and how it affects democracy. Literature on general political violence will only be referred to as applicable. The review of literature will begin by reviewing the role of cadres in interparty violence and determine the relationship between democracy and cadre violence.  It will then proceed to review implication of interparty violence to democracy and determine measures that should be put in place to prevent interparty violence. The review will end with the identification of the research gap.   

[bookmark: _Toc18361016][bookmark: _Toc18361188][bookmark: _Toc18361330][bookmark: _Toc18417696][bookmark: _Toc18417843][bookmark: _Toc18361017][bookmark: _Toc18361189][bookmark: _Toc18361331][bookmark: _Toc18417697][bookmark: _Toc18417844][bookmark: _Toc18361018][bookmark: _Toc18361190][bookmark: _Toc18361332][bookmark: _Toc18417698][bookmark: _Toc18417845][bookmark: _Toc18361019][bookmark: _Toc18361191][bookmark: _Toc18361333][bookmark: _Toc18417699][bookmark: _Toc18417846][bookmark: _Toc18361020][bookmark: _Toc18361192][bookmark: _Toc18361334][bookmark: _Toc18417700][bookmark: _Toc18417847][bookmark: _Toc18361021][bookmark: _Toc18361193][bookmark: _Toc18361335][bookmark: _Toc18417701][bookmark: _Toc18417848][bookmark: _Toc18361022][bookmark: _Toc18361194][bookmark: _Toc18361336][bookmark: _Toc18417702][bookmark: _Toc18417849][bookmark: _Toc18361023][bookmark: _Toc18361195][bookmark: _Toc18361337][bookmark: _Toc18417703][bookmark: _Toc18417850][bookmark: _Toc18361024][bookmark: _Toc18361196][bookmark: _Toc18361338][bookmark: _Toc18417704][bookmark: _Toc18417851][bookmark: _Toc18361025][bookmark: _Toc18361197][bookmark: _Toc18361339][bookmark: _Toc18417705][bookmark: _Toc18417852][bookmark: _Toc18361026][bookmark: _Toc18361198][bookmark: _Toc18361340][bookmark: _Toc18417706][bookmark: _Toc18417853][bookmark: _Toc18361027][bookmark: _Toc18361199][bookmark: _Toc18361341][bookmark: _Toc18417707][bookmark: _Toc18417854][bookmark: _Toc18361028][bookmark: _Toc18361200][bookmark: _Toc18361342][bookmark: _Toc18417708][bookmark: _Toc18417855][bookmark: _Toc37078603]2.2 The role of cadres in interparty violence 
Political parties are crucial actors in the political processes as such it is vital to understand the roles they play in escalating or de-escalating political violence.  They are not only a means of influencing outcomes of elections, but they are also the most credible outlets for the meaningful participation of individuals in political processes (Gauja, 2016 cited in Ahere, 2018). Political parties have structures in place such as followers or group of party supports who are called cadres who are believed to be used as tools of violence (Shamenda, 2015). A study conducted in Nigeria by Aver (2013) revealed that politicians have been recruiting youths who are party cadres to harass and intimidate their opponents since the country got independence, a situation established to perpetrate electoral violence. Sharma (2018) in India has also observed that the formula for winning elections has been standardized; creating resentment and anger against the political rival, administering the right mixture of fear of the other and hope for the future.  The behavior of cadres subsequently results in low participation of citizens in politics and other socio-economic activities.

Party cadre also play another role in interparty violence i.e. disruption of meetings and assaulting their fellow citizens who are exercising their freedom of assembly and freedom of speech to send fear to their opponents (Ndulo, 2014). It’s believed that political leader cannot succeeded in any election without party supporters as they cannot go to the field and execute political violence. Looking at the recent development in some African nations such as Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Marley, Somalia (in extreme cases); and Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Cote d’ Ivo ire, Kenya, Central African Republic etc., Samuel (2017) has come to understand the power of youth and its impact on the political system and has concluded that political violence is a threat and frustration to democratic development while, youth are the only energy for the implementation and execution of political violence. 

Another role of the cadres in interparty violence is to perpetuate violence for economic gain. one important evidence emerging from research is that big men or politicians are rarely the direct perpetrators of political violence themselves, but they are frequently cited as a group that create space for violence and they are mostly responsible for organized violence at different times as they have strong links with national political parties, party youth/youth coordinators, and local authorities (Amankwaah, 2013).  Ahere (2018) adds that Political parties can sow the seeds or cause violence by rewarding their followers who cause violent conflicts. They sponsor violence directed at supporters of opposing parties.

[bookmark: _Toc37078604]2.3 Determine the link between democracy and cadre violence 
Moniruzzaman (2009) has observed that there is a cyclical relationship between inter-party conflict, political violence, and inter-party enmity.  History suggest that violence is a major feature of political life everywhere and violence has been a constant of human societies all over the world, only that politics-related violence varies in intensity, trends and dimensions from one political system to another (Ayeni- Akeke, 2008 cited in Onebamhoi, 2011). 

Democracy comes with competition for political leaders to ascend to power. Adolfo et al. (2012) writes that winning an election may be a matter of survival for the competing parties, as well as for entire communities within the state. The risk of electoral violence may therefore be higher in situations where there is real political competition between various parties and genuine possibilities to change existing power relations. All elections involve elements of uncertainty, but if the winner takes all, the uncertainties of democracy come at a high price.” (See Adolfo et al., 2012 cited in Amankwaah, 2013). To maintain their political status and advance their aspiration, the political elites engage party cadres to destabilize their counterpart (Kurtz, 2011). This has been echoed by Akpan (2015) who contends that those seeking political power use youths as pawns and tools of political violence. This   consequently, undermines the values of democracy. 

[bookmark: _Toc18417711][bookmark: _Toc18417858][bookmark: _Toc18417712][bookmark: _Toc18417859][bookmark: _Toc18417713][bookmark: _Toc18417860][bookmark: _Toc18417715][bookmark: _Toc18417862][bookmark: _Toc18417717][bookmark: _Toc18417864][bookmark: _Toc18417719][bookmark: _Toc18417866][bookmark: _Toc18417720][bookmark: _Toc18417867][bookmark: _Toc18417721][bookmark: _Toc18417868][bookmark: _Toc18417722][bookmark: _Toc18417869][bookmark: _Toc18417723][bookmark: _Toc18417870][bookmark: _Toc18417724][bookmark: _Toc18417871][bookmark: _Toc18417725][bookmark: _Toc18417872][bookmark: _Toc18417726][bookmark: _Toc18417873][bookmark: _Toc18417727][bookmark: _Toc18417874][bookmark: _Toc18417731][bookmark: _Toc18417878][bookmark: _Toc18417732][bookmark: _Toc18417879][bookmark: _Toc18417733][bookmark: _Toc18417880][bookmark: _Toc37078605]2.4 Implication of interparty violence on democracy
Interparty violence in any country has serious implication on democracy. The survival of democracy is largely dependent on those who take an active role in its practice. Involvement of key political players in political violence is a threat and virus to democracy and democratic development. The use of violence in politics has serious implications on the status of democracy as it may give birth to a generation of citizens who embrace violence in all activities and everyday life as way of life. Moniruzzaman (2009) opines that the consequence of violence politics is institutionalization of violence as a legitimate means to express political demands and violence politics has led to the political socialization of violence as a legitimate means for new generation party loyalists, supporters and activists. 

It is imperative to understand that public participation is one of the key principles of democracy and is undoubtedly one of the crucial determinants of the nature of democracy (YEZI Consulting & Associates, 2013). Political violence can result in people withdrawing their participation in voting, and other electoral activities. In a democratic country, elections are supposed to play a critical part in consolidating democracy. They allow political candidates to sell their ideological and policy options to voters, offer an opportunity to the electorate to freely analyze options presented to them and participate in choosing their preferred political representatives but these traits are highly contested in emerging democracies (Fumpa-Makano and   Mukanda, 2019). Political Violence may lead to voter’s apathy as people may consider participating in election high risk and consequently killing democracy.  Furthermore, Interparty violence or political violence undermines the very notions of participation and representation that democracy should promote. Based on the experience of Columbia, Kuran, (1987) explains that tragedy of Colombian democratic politics over the last 30 years demonstrates that without protection for citizens and politicians, true democracy is unattainable. Once violence is unleashed against certain types of voters and candidates, vulnerable voters understand that participating in elections is extremely risk and a likely reaction is to stop voting, or to falsify preferences (Kuran, 1987 cited in Steele and Schubiger, 2018). 

Lawal (2007) in Nigeria has also argues that political party’s crises have altered the affection of an average citizens towards party’s activities which have not only affected the legitimacy of the elected incumbent political heads but also the citizen belief in democracy as a sustainable model of government. Inter-parties conflict creates insecurity of life and infringes on democracy. Many people have died, while some have lost valuable properties in the course of political violence arising from various inter-parties and other crises across the country. In any democracy that is full of inter-parties conflict as witnessed in Nigeria, fundamental human right will always be denied, right to vote and to be voted for will definitely be eroded, it will be difficult for citizens to elect the right candidate of their choice, and unqualified people will occupy political power within the political system and mismanage the available resources in the political system.

Another effect of interparty or political violence is that it begins to make democracy synonymous with political violence. As observed by Samuel (2017), the plausibility of democratic governance is a subject to certain factors such as the group differences, environmental factors, the level of civilization and enlightenment among different societies.  However, the abuse of the concept of democracy, has made it irrelevant to the understanding of the young people and other members of the society and they begin to equate democracy to political violence. As a result, political violence jeopardizes political stability and democratic reform (Kirwin and Cho, 2009). In conclusion, Steele and Schubiger (2018) argue that political violence shape democratic institutions through coercion of voters and candidates, community engagement, electoral coordination, institutional capture, and co-optation of politicians and it’s also shaped by democracy.

[bookmark: _Toc18361032][bookmark: _Toc18361204][bookmark: _Toc18361346][bookmark: _Toc18417736][bookmark: _Toc18417883][bookmark: _Toc37078606]2.5 Preventing interparty violence
Prevention of interparty violence is an important factor in the process of restoring the credibility of democracy. Literature review from studies undertaken in countries where there has been political violence have recommended a number of measures that should be considered in curbing political violence. Since youths have been used as tools of political violence as they seek economic benefits, Kurtz (2011) explores avenues of addressing political violence by proposing, among other things, young people’s empowerment with income generating activities.  He argues that young people who engage in activities that provide them with socio-economic benefits are less likely to engage in political violence (Kurtz, 2011).

Another important measure that has been identified and recommended in curbing political violence is for political parties to begin to practice bipartisan politics. Mwakikagile has observed that political parties have on occasion been able to rise above partisanship and pass legislation that is in the interest of peace and stability. Such actions have been useful in contributing to defusing structural political conflicts and lay the groundwork for comprehensive constitutional reforms (Mwakikagile, 2001 cited in Ahere, 2018)  
Another strategy that has been proposed in ending political violence is engaging youth in leadership position for them to understand and appreciate democracy.  Samuel (2017) argue   that any move to champion for the solidification and sustenance of democracy in African continent must first consider the unhooking of youth from every mechanism of political violence, to focus them towards appreciating political diplomacy and meaningful dialogue in resolving political problems. Youth participation in leadership positions should be encouraged.

Another important means to ending political violence is political education. Change in the mind set of people that perpetuate political violence   through education could help them in making informed decision (Onebamhoi, 2011). This will be strengthened by an increase in political will and commitment from party leaders to end political violence by intruding punitive laws that help in curbing political violence. The Human Right Watch (2003) has observed that the political parties themselves have failed to impose discipline on their own members. While government officials and leaders of several parties have made public statements condemning political violence, public reprimands of their own party members, let alone more serious disciplinary actions within the parties, have been rare.  Hence the need to political will and commitment cannot be overemphasized. 
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In light of the growing research on political violence in Zambia, there continues to be a gap in understanding the role of party cadres in political violence.  Despite the enactment of the Electoral Act in Zambia which provides for the composition of an independent Electoral Commission and its operations as well as giving power to the Electoral Commission of Zambia (ECZ) to set up Conflict Management Committees (CMCs) to resolve electoral conflicts.  Political violence continues to be recorded in most parts of the country and Cadres are reported to be at center of inter party violence. In addition, limited research has addressed the role of political cadres in inter party violence and the impact of interparty violence on democracy. Prior studies have not involved cadres as subject of study and have only focused on existence, causes and solution to political violence.  This study indents to investigate the subject matter through qualitative methods to develop an in-depth knowledge.  In Zambia, no research has taken a step to investigate cadres in interparty violence and its effect on democracy. This study seeks to address this gap. Lucea et al. (2013) argue that studies of this nature are significant towards the development of effective programs and interventions to address the subject under study because the sustainability of democracy is dependent on the people involved in the violence.

The chapter served to highlight an examination of the trends of political violence globally and in particular, Zambia. It has examined the role of cadres in interparty violence, determine the link between democracy and cadre violence, the implication of interparty violence on democracy. Further, the chapter has strived to highlight ways through which interparty violence could be prevented. Finally it has identified spume research gaps in literature, which this study sought to fill in.
[bookmark: _Toc37078608]
CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
[bookmark: _Toc37078610]3.1 Overview 
This chapter presents the methodology that was used in order to achieve the objectives of the study. The chapter discusses the research approach, research site, the target population, sample size, sampling procedure, data collection instruments, the method of data analysis, and ethical considerations.

[bookmark: _Toc37078611]3.2 Research Approach 
Kombo and Tromp (2014) argue, that a research methodology concerns itself with steps, strategies and procedures that the researcher uses to collect and analyze data to the research problem. This study engaged a qualitative approach to generate the information needed. Kothari (2004) defines qualitative approach as one that investigates the quality or kind of phenomenon, that is, it aims at discovering the underlying motives, desires using in-depth interviews to achieve this. It is concerned with the subjective assessment of attitudes opinions and behaviors. This approach was considered suitable for this particular study because detailed information about various issues related to effects cadre violence has on democracy can easily be generated. There is a need for the researcher to have an interface with the stakeholders running political parties, and other stakeholders involved in governance matters and what their experience are with issues of violence. 

[bookmark: _Toc37078612]3.3 Research Design 
A descriptive phenomenological qualitative design guided this study. Political violence is a phenomenon. Phenomenology enhances the understanding of the context of the lived experience of the individual and their meanings to people (Husserl, 1970 cited in Lemay, et al., 2010). Qualitative research allows you to capture the meanings in individuals’ lives (Lincoln & Denzin, 2000) and discover the meaning in a specific socio-cultural setting (Neuman, 2011). The study employed a qualitative approach to develop an in-depth understanding of the role cadres play in interparty violence and how that affects democracy in Zambia. The researcher chose to use this approach because it was found to be key in developing a rich understanding of a phenomenon as it exists in the real world and as it is constructed by individuals within the context of that world (Polit & Beck, 2006). This approach also provides significant amounts of descriptions which allows for contextual understanding of social interactions, whereby social behavior can be understood in terms of the environment in which it operates (Bryman, 2012).  In addition, it has an advantage in generating rich, detailed data that leave the participants' perspectives intact and provide multiple contexts for understanding the phenomenon (Denzin and Lincoln, 2000; Merriam, 2009; Anderson, 2010).  

[bookmark: _Toc18417782][bookmark: _Toc18417929][bookmark: _Toc18417783][bookmark: _Toc18417930][bookmark: _Toc37078613]3.4 Research Site 
This study was conducted within Kanyama constituency of Lusaka District of Lusaka province. The site was carefully selected because it is where most incidents of political violence have been reported.  Besides, the study area was easily accessible in view of time and financial constraints.

[bookmark: _Toc18417785][bookmark: _Toc18417932][bookmark: _Toc18417786][bookmark: _Toc18417933][bookmark: _Toc18417787][bookmark: _Toc18417934][bookmark: _Toc37078614]3.5 Population 
Population in research is defined as a group of individuals with at least one or more characteristics which distinguish that group from the rest of individuals, and the group should be of interest to the researcher (Kahn, 2006). The study was conducted with members of the political parties, civil society organization, the media and some government agencies. These groups of participants were appropriate for this study due to their experience in dealing with cadre violence and knowledge on democracy.

[bookmark: _Toc37078615]3.6 Sample 
Kothari (2004) explains that, a sample size refers to the number of items to be selected from the population. A total of nine participants constituted the sample for this study. Out of the nine participants  two were members of the PF, two were member of the UPND, one was from the media (Hot FM), one from Electoral  Commission of Zambia and three were from the civil society organizations namely;  Transparency International Zambia (TIZ), Foundation for Democratic Process (FODEP), and Christian Council of Zambia (CCZ). Given the purpose of the study was not to generalize the findings, but to gain insights into experienced of political violence, a sample of 9 was enough to provide data for analysis and describe the experiences.

[bookmark: _Toc37078616]3.7 Sampling procedures 
Sidhu (2012: 253) defines sampling as “the process of selecting sample from the population.” Research into political violence can be sensitive and by virtue of being sensitive, the researcher opted to engage the snowball sampling techniques. Political party Cadres were recruited to the study through snowball sampling.  According to Biernack and Waldorf (1981), snowball sampling yields a study sample through referral made among people who share or know who possess some characteristics that are of research interest. 

The study began by identifying potential subjects from the key political parties and were asked to encourage other to participate without coercion.  However, other declined but the recruitment was repeated until each key party was represented. Key informers from institution and political parties were recruited purposively. These subjects from organizations and institutions were recruited on basis that they have been dealing with political violence in Zambia. These were deemed to be people knowledgeable of the political violence and have in one way or another intervened to build peace among political parties Curry et al. (2009) describes purposive sampling as the identification of “information-rich” participants who have certain characteristics, detailed knowledge, or direct experience relevant to the phenomenon of interest. 

In addition, according to Kombo and Tromp (2006), purposive sampling involves targeting a group of people believed to be reliable for the study.  The rationale for using purposive sampling technique with ECZ officials and officials from the selected Civil Society Organizations was that they are professionals and they have relevant experience and information on the subject under study.
[bookmark: _Toc18361082][bookmark: _Toc18361254][bookmark: _Toc18361396][bookmark: _Toc18417791][bookmark: _Toc18417938][bookmark: _Toc18361083][bookmark: _Toc18361255][bookmark: _Toc18361397][bookmark: _Toc18417792][bookmark: _Toc18417939][bookmark: _Toc18361084][bookmark: _Toc18361256][bookmark: _Toc18361398][bookmark: _Toc18417793][bookmark: _Toc18417940][bookmark: _Toc37078617]
3.8 Data Collection Instruments
Data collection is the precise, systematic gathering of information relevant to the research, using different methods (Hiatt, 1986). This study employed interview guides as the main tool for data collection. Through the use of interview guides, the researcher was able to gather in-depth information from the participants. 

[bookmark: _Toc18417798][bookmark: _Toc18417945][bookmark: _Toc18417799][bookmark: _Toc18417946][bookmark: _Toc18417800][bookmark: _Toc18417947][bookmark: _Toc18417802][bookmark: _Toc18417949][bookmark: _Toc37078620]3.9 Data Collection Procedure 
To facilitate access to the research subjects, an introductory letter was obtained from the Directorate of Research and Graduate Studies of the University of Zambia and the letter was presented to the gatekeepers of the targeted institutions for permission to carry out the research. Fraser (2004) state that gatekeepers are people or institutions that control access.  Before conducting the interview, the researcher explained the purpose of the study and made the participants understand that the research was purely an academic exercise. 
A total of two in-depth interviews were conducted with cadres from the PF and UPND.   Further, seven key informant interviews were held with key stakeholders from PF, UPND, Civil society organization, (FODEP, CCZ and TIZ), Government agencies (ECZ) and the Media (Hot FM). Given that the purpose of the study was not to generalize the findings, but to gain insights into experienced of political violence, the sample was enough to provide data for analysis and describe the experiences. The researcher chose to use in-depth interviews because they allowed him to understand themes of the experiences from the subject’s own perspective (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009).       

During data collection, voice recorders and note pads were used.  Voice recorders were used to maintain the originality of data that was transcribed verbatim after the process of data collection was completed. Note pads were employed as back up to voice recorders and important notes were inscribed on the note pads.  
  
[bookmark: _Toc18361087][bookmark: _Toc18361259][bookmark: _Toc18361401][bookmark: _Toc18417804][bookmark: _Toc18417951][bookmark: _Toc37078621]3.10 Data Analysis
Data analysis is a process of converting data collected into meaningful statements (Sarantos, 1995). Therefore, data analysis is a mechanism for reducing and organizing data to produce findings that require interpretation. The study employed a thematic analytical framework as proposed by Braun and Clarkes (2006). Thematic Analysis strives to identify patterns of themes in the interview data. 

Data analysis began with familiarization of interview data and this involved getting immense into data by reading and rereading data. Data collected from the field was transcribed verbatim.  The familiarization of data led to the assigning of preliminary or initial codes to the data in order to describe the content. Thereafter, the researcher searched for emerging patterns or themes. Further, the researcher conducted a review of themes and this allowed him to refine my themes. This was followed by defining and naming themes. The defined themes were used to present the finding of this study below.   
[bookmark: _Toc18417806][bookmark: _Toc18417953][bookmark: _Toc18417807][bookmark: _Toc18417954]
[bookmark: _Hlk38356753]According to Pilot & Beck (21014, cited in Connelly, 2016), trustworthiness or rigor of a study refers to the degree of confidence in data, interpretation, and methods used to ensure the quality of a study. In order to ensure credibility of results, data collection and analysis involved triangulation of methods of data analysis. In addition, research tools were piloted before the actual data collection to get rid of ambiguities. Further, the empirical data was transcribed verbatim and findings were based on participants’ responses without biases to ensure conformability. 

[bookmark: _Toc18361090][bookmark: _Toc18361262][bookmark: _Toc18361404][bookmark: _Toc18417809][bookmark: _Toc18417956][bookmark: _Toc37078623]3.11 Ethical Consideration
The following ethical issues were put into consideration: permission was obtained from the University of Zambia and consent from political parties, ECZ officials, Media Houses, the electorate and representatives from CSOs who participated in the study. The purpose of the study was communicated to the participants, and it was explained to the participants that the study was purely an academic exercise. Participants were engaged voluntarily and they were told that they could withdraw if they were not comfortable. The study upheld confidentiality and the names of all engaged participants have been anonymized. 
[bookmark: _Toc37078624]
3.12 Summary
The chapter presented the methodology adopted by the study. The study used a descriptive phenomenological qualitative design. A total number of nine participants who were selected using the snow ball sampling procedure were targeted for this study. The main tool for data collection employed in this study was the interview guide. The study data was analysed thematically using a thematic analytical framework as proposed by Braun and Clarkes (2006).

CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS 

4.0 Overview 
This chapter presents the findings of the role of cadres in inter party violence and how it affects democracy. It begins with a focus on the role of political cadres, followed by the presentation on the relationship between Democracy and political cadre violence. Further, it identified the impact of interparty cadre violence to democracy. Finally, the chapter presents the measures to prevent and end interparty cadre violence. 

4.1 Characteristic of the participants
A total number of nine participants from political parties, government agencies, the media and civil society organization participated in the study. The majority participants did not belong to political parties and they had vast experience with political work in Zambia. Out of the nine participant, seven were males while, two were females Their names are represented by codes, that is, PL for political leader, PC for political party cadre, CS for civil society, MDR for Media Representative and GIR for Government Institution Representative. The characteristics of participants are presented in the tables below.

4.1.1 Political party representatives
Table 1.0 shows the distributions of the study participants and gender, affiliation status and work experience. 
As can be seen from the table 1.0, a total number of four participants were from political parties whereas three of the participants were drawn from the civil society organizations.  Further, one participant was drawn from ECZ and another from the media. 







       Table 1.0: Distribution of political party and Civil Service Organisation
	
Representatives from Politicians
	Code
	Gender 
	Party affiliation
	Status 
	Work experience (in years)

	
	PL1
	Male 
	UPND 
	National party Leadership
	4 

	
	PC1
	Male
	UPND
	Senior Party Cadre
	14 

	
	PL2
	Male 
	PF 
	National party Leadership 
	5 

	
	PC2
	Female
	PF
	Party Cadre 
	9 

	
Representatives from Civil Service Organisations
	CS1
	Male 
	FODEP 
	Leader-senior management 
	15 

	
	CS2
	Male 
	CCZ
	Leader-senior management 
	23 

	
	CS3
	Male 
	TIZ
	Leader-middle management  
	 4 

	Government Institution
	GIR
	Female
	ECZ
	Staff – middle management
	19

	Media

	MDR
	Male 
	Hot FM
	Staion – management
	10


	
Source: Field data

The data from the table show that most of the participants were experienced enough and reliable for information provision.

4.2 The role of political cadres  
Participants were asked to indicate the roles of political cadres. The following emerged as presented below. From the interviews conducted, participants highlighted the cardinal roles that cadres play in political parties and the following are some of them.



4.2.1 Mobilization of political party
One of the crucial roles played by cadres is to conduct grass root mobilization of their political party to win membership. CS1, explains the roles of political cadres as follows:
 They are message carriers of their political parties- they have to go and engage young people, first time voters and win souls for their political party. 
Cadres have to make sure they defend their political party to the later based on what they believe in which their political party was founded on. That is the role President Sata played to win souls to his PF through his charismatic cadre-ism.

A similar view was held by GIR who had this to say;
 The role of the cadres is to explain the manifesto of their party in order to convince and win membership. Recruit members peacefully and preach good message about the party they belong to. They must work out a meaningful process of their organization so that people may buy in and support their party.

On the subject, PC2 said: S
My role as a youth is to defend my president H.H. To campaign for my president H.H and the party. We campaign by selling our party manifesto and preaching peace. Here in Kanyama constituency we have ward meetings where they teach us about our party manifesto and how to campaign to win members.

PL2, leader of a political party had this to say:
The role our party cadres is to sell the party manifesto to the Zambian people. To tell people about the many developmental projects which we have achieved under the able leadership of our President and also to implement government policies.

4.2.2 Cadres as custodians of their political party ideology and manifesto
In terms of cadres being message carriers of their political party ideology and manifesto, the following emerged as presented below. GIR had this to say: The leader of the party cannot be found everywhere, so they recruit cadres to sell the party ideology to the grass root levels. Cadres are key people to explain what the party is doing and sell their leader and manifesto.

-CS3 held a similar view that cadres are carriers of their party ideology and manifesto. He said:
Basically the role of political party cadres is to support the ideology of the party and spread the agenda of a political party among the citizens so that people are able to join or understand what the party is about and convince the people about their ideology and thereby amass the support required.

4.2.3 Cadres as Instruments of political violence
The study finding on this variable were as narrated below. CS1 a stakeholder responded in the following manner: 
Those behind interparty cadre violence are political leaders themselves. Their motive is to intimidate their political opponents by instilling fear in them so that they win elections to gain political power or extend their stay in power. The beneficiaries of political violence are political leaders themselves who have found politics to be a lucrative business in which they can amass wealth at the expense of the ordinary poor citizens. 

A similar view was echoed by CS3 another stakeholder who said:  
The real master minds of political violence are the politicians (leadership and candidates) and not necessarily the cadres. These are the people who groom their cadres in a manner in which they behave. Everything starts and stops with them. All cadres do what they do because they know that they are protected by their leaders. It’s a political game where if what cadres do is not desirable, the party will just say, it’s not them or if investigations prove, they will be dealt with. It always ends with those statements. Cadres are used by the leaders to instill fear in the opponents and to prevent others to reach out to the people.

On the same variable, PL2 narrated the following: 
Our party leaders just send us on missions to assault our political opponents but of course, they have to pay us or even buy us beer …We have no jobs so when someone gives us a K50, we carry out their orders in this way days pass and we are able to survive. 

4.2.4 Conceptualization of political violence by cadres
Drawing on interviews held with the political parties and other stakeholder in this study, political violence was explained as an act of attack by members of one political party on members of the other party in order to achieve political objectives.  For instance, when asked, the understanding of political violence, PL2 a cadre had this to say:
Political cadre violence is when for example we PF cadres engage in a physical fight with the opposition UPND. 

PC2 a cadre shared the same understanding of political violence. In response to the same question on political violence he stated that:
Political cadre violence is when cadres from PF mainly attack us from the opposition’. We the opposition youths are peaceful it is just that the PF provoke us and we can`t just watch them. Moreover the police do not do anything whenever we are attacked, so we just have to act in self-defense. 

4.2.5 Nature of political violence
With respect to the nature of political violence, interview with participants revealed the following as presented below
Political cadre violence is when for example we PF cadres engage in a physical fight with the opposition UPND. Cadre violence is usually bad because of injuries and blood shed due to the weapons used such as machetes or knives. Here in Kanyama issues of cadre violence are a common phenomenon. Some of our friends were maimed while others sustained life threatening injuries in this interparty violence. 

Similarly, PL1 a cadre stated that: 
 Political carder violence is when cadres from PF mainly attack us from the opposition. PF carders use weapons such as Pangas to attack us from UPND. Whenever we have an election like it happened in Sesheke when PF ferried cadres from intercity bus station to go and attack us in Sesheke. We had no option but to defend ourselves. The PF shot dead one of our youth by the name of Lawrence Banda in the Kaoma ward by- election. The cadre violence is bad but there is no way us from the UPND can just watch the PF attack us with pangas, injuring and killing us. This time we are ready for PF, it will be Panga for Panga. 

The views of the cadres were also echoed by the key stakeholders that took part in the study. For example, CS1 narrated:
There is an increase in the culture of violence. The 2016 election was the bloodiest in Zambia, there are signs that if we are not putting measures, 2021 elections will be worse. Militarization of the political parties where Cadres are being armed with weapons such as machete and guns has not been good for our democracy.

And GIR, a staff at a government Institution narrated some of the experiences of political violence during election by political cadres in this manner:
During poll day when receiving results one of the vehicles carrying ballot papers from the field was attacked right at the totaling station. Cadres thought the vehicles were not for ECZ.  They failed to identify electoral officers and they stoned the vehicle and injured an ECZ driver. Police came too late and failed to manage the cadres until the situation became worse but later reinforcement was brought and managed the situation. In another election at the totaling center, the district electoral officer (DEO) was attacked by opposition senior cadres among them 3 MPs, accusing the DEO of trying to rig elections. The high caliber people (MPs) are people involved in violence. They are in the fore front to instigate their cadres to violence.

4.2.6 Risk factors of political violence 
As regards to risk factors of political violence, interviews with the study participants revealed the following as presented in the following section. MDR a stakeholder commented:    
The motive behind cadre violence is to silence opposing views (dissenting) on anything so as to win elections and political power.



This was also echoed by PC1 leader from an opposition party who said:; 
Their motive is to grab political power and to retain political power. Those who benefit from the violence are the illiterate cadres who usually survive on handouts or tips given to them by the political leaders. Other beneficiaries from interparty violence are the aspiring candidates of political parties whose motive is to win elections at all costs.

In addition, PL2 a political party leader also narrated the following:
The motive behind interparty violence is mainly the desperation of the opposition to gain political power using politics of insults and hate speech but PF shall not watch the opposition insult our president, we know that they are scared because come 2021 PF is winning the verbal elections. The opposition UPND are the ones who think they can benefit from violence to gain political office. 

CS1 provided the following detailed account of why political leaders resort to political violence. He said:
The motive behind interparty violence is to hold on to power or grab power and also to use violence in opponents’ strongholds so that they instill fear in electorates which results in very few people turning up to vote so that the opponents’ votes are reduced.  Politics has been turned in to a very lucrative job because whoever goes in to office thinks it is their chance to eat, to do corrupt things to amass wealth. The desperation to amass wealth is too high, that is why in some West African countries some politicians go to an extent of practicing voodoo politics just to hold on to power, even here in Zambia it can be happening.  It is just that no one has yet carried out a research on it.

 On the same subject, PL2 a cadre narrated as follows:
Our party leaders just send us on missions to assault our political opponents but of course, they have to pay us or even buy us beer …We have no jobs so when someone gives us a K50, we carry out their orders in this way days pass and we are able to survive.

4.3 The link between democracy and cadre violence 
Participants were asked to state their views on the link between democracy and cadre violence. Their reactions were as presented in the following segment.

4.3.1	Intolerance of competition
Based on the interviews held with all the participants, the study revealed mixed positions concerning the relationship between democracy and political violence. For example, CS3, a stakeholder explained as follows: 
 There is a relationship between democracy and political violence. Election in a democratic election can be competitive and those in power may want to disadvantage their counterpart.  Interparty violence comes because the political playing field is not free and fair. It’s a situation where some feel inhibited to freely campaign and express themselves. Consequently, they try to exert force to achieve their objective too. This is why through the generations it’s always been between the ruling party and the main opposition parties. 

Similarly, CS2 explained how those who are oppressed may resort to violence to gain power as follows: 
The relationship between democracy and interparty cadre violence is repulsive and in the negative. Democracy is a system of government which allows the existence of multiple political parties and allows people to freely choose any party of their choice to govern their affairs. Democracy is tolerant. It allows people who hold differing political views and beliefs to co-exist by agreeing to disagree with each other on political issues in civilized debates. On the other hand, interparty cadre violence is intolerant. Violence refuses to recognize political diversity and takes offence at opposing political views. Therefore, those who feel that they are being oppressed and not given chance to compete may resort to violence when provoked by the oppressors. Democracy and interparty cadre violence cannot exist together without one destroying the other.
In addition, PC1 a political leader also explained how the competitiveness in democratic election coupled with arguments can force one to resort to tactics that can win him or her election. He said:
Yes, there is a link between democracy and violence. For example, in Zambia during the UNIP government it was hard to criticize the government without getting arrested. But today we have freedom of expression which is one of the tenets of democracy. At times abuse of freedom of expression breeds verbal violence which may raise tempers among political players and result in physical confrontation or political violence. People will use different tactics to win an election.  What brings violence are arguments and competition which are a party of democracy.

However, there were a few participants who felt that there is no relationship between democracy and political violence for instance MDR from the media fraternity explained that: 
There is no relationship between democracy and cadre violence. In democracy you are allowed to express your views without fear of intimidation whereas violence is an obstacle to democracy. 

This view was also shared by CS2 who narrated the following: 
There is no relationship between democracy and political cadre violence. Democracy entails tolerating divergent views. Violence is intolerance. Violence is the major hindrance to democracy, it drives democracy away from the community and violence breed dictatorship. 

4.3.2 Violence breeds electoral apathy 
 As regards to the above variable, the study findings showed that interparty violence erodes the tenets of democracy. For example, GIR explained that: 
Cadre violence is now limiting our democracy. People are living in fear to participate in political affairs as such we have a lot of low turnout (apathy) during elections…violence is taking away rights of voters who fear to lose life or yet fear to be attacked.

Similar CS2 explains how violence leads to apathy and disadvantage women and the aged. He said the following: 
Interparty and cadre violence affects democracy in so many ways. Violence which can be physical or verbal instills fear in political opponents who may be scared to freely campaign or vote for their preferred political leaders. This breeds apathy which is a danger to democracy. The women and the aged are also excluded from political participation, which is one of the pillars of democracy just because they do not possess the physical advantage to engage in violence.

The above views were also echoed by CS3 who narrated the following: 
In the past three years, there has been a lot of violence at almost every election. This as a result limited the participation of people in elections and the general participation in national issues. The elections have become a very unsafe area for people’s participation but instead it has become an area of the strong and the powerful. Cadre violence has become responsible for the declining democracy in Zambia. People are afraid of participating because one is not sure of who would attack you and from which corner.  People as a result either abstains from participation or are made to do things according to the expectations of the powerful.

4.3.3 Violence erodes democratic ranking  
Interviews held with individuals from political parties and stakeholder from the civil society organization, the media and the government agencies revealed diverse views concerning the state of democracy in Zambia. The findings were as presented in the following segment. CS1 explained how democracy was declining in Zambia through a narration below:
‘From my perspective, the democratic ranking for Zambia is declining in as far as political tolerance is concerned. In the past three years, there has been a lot of violence at almost every election. This as a result limited the participation of people in elections and the general participation in national issues. The elections have become a very unsafe area for people’s participation but instead it has become an area of the strong and the powerful. Cadre violence has become responsible for the declining democracy in Zambia.

The above view was also shared by PC1 a political leader from the opposition political party who cited the oppression of opposition leaders by those in the government and lack of fairness in the political arena. He narrated that:
In the past few years, democracy has been declining in Zambia to the extent that even the dictatorship of Kenneth Kaunda was far much better than the level of democracy we have today. What has led to the decline in democracy is because there is no fair level political playing field, there has been arrests of opposition political leaders such as President Hichilema and Kambwili whenever they criticize government. There has also been too much electoral malpractice. Cadre violence has contributed to the current democratic status in Zambia.

Furthermore, GIR highlights how breakdown in the rule of law and interference with election institutions by those in power is contributing to the decline of democracy in Zambia. He narrated as follows:  
Zambia’s democratic ranking has been drastically decreasing because we have seen a lot of political intolerance and a lot of political violence. We have seen a lot of propaganda, lack of respect for constitutionalism at political party level or at national level, abuse of decision of governance, lack of absolute independence on the part of those who conduct elections (ECZ).

In Addition, CS2 also shared the same views on the state of the Democracy in Zambia. He stated that:
Zambia’s democratic ranking in the past three years has definitely been declining and cadre violence has been one of the causes for the current state of affairs. Among the reasons for the decline in democracy [include] higher levels of intolerance among rival political opponents, lack of respect for the rule of law on the part of those who hold political power, abuse of institutions of government by political leaders in power, unfair application of the public order Act, failure by the police to act professionally in the way they execute their duties, there is lack of independence on the part of the judiciary and failure on the part of political players to dialogue and reconcile for national healing and unity.

The view that Zambia’s Democracy was declining was only opposed by participants belonging to the Ruling party the PF who believed that democracy in Zambia was actually improving when compared to the past years. For instance, PC2 a political leader said: 
It depends on how you want to look at it, but as far as we the PF are concerned, Zambia’s democratic status has been improving for the past 3years. That is why today the opposition political parties can freely hail all sorts of insults and unpalatable language against the Head of State. This shows that there is too much freedom of expression in this country. Some opposition leaders are taking advantage of our growing democracy to abuse, peddle hate speech and abuse democratic freedoms of expression. 

4.4 Measures to end inter party violence
The study participants were asked to suggest measures to end inter-party violence. The following emerged as presented below.

4.4.1 Political will from all political parties
Interviews with the participants revealed the following as presented below. CS2, demanded for political commitment for leaders to end political violence. He said the following; 
There should be political will to stop interparty cadre violence. Those leaders who are in government should be the first to demonstrate this by not only ordering a stop to political violence but also arresting anyone involved whether from the ruling or opposition political party.

On the same subject, PL1 had this to say:
The only problem we have is that there seem to be no responsibility from our political leaders. It looks like all they are interested is to see their party come into power at any cost neglecting the aspect of being willingness to end political violence.

In addition CS3 said the following:
It happened during the late President Mwanawasa’s time where he issued a press statement stating the he would not spare any cadres including those from his party if they were found wanting.

4.4.2 Redefine the public order act in the constitution
PL2 a political leader explained the need for law reforms in Zambia as follows: 
Our constitution needs to be fine-tuned by redefining some contentious clauses…. The UPND have been crying the loudest over having a good public order Act which has been a source of political conflicts in Zambia. So, if we are to prevent interparty violence then we shall need to amend our constitution so that it can appeal to the changing needs of different political players and Zambians at large.

This was also echoed by PL1 another political leader who said:  
What should be done to prevent interparty violence is that we should have a good constitution in place. For example, the law should clearly state that any political party whether from the ruling or opposition which is violent should not be allowed to contest for elections. By so doing political parties would conduct themselves in a civilized manner to avoid being disqualified.

Commenting on the same issue, CS2 said:
 There must also be a good public order Act which should accord a fair and equal playing field to all political parties. State Institutions such as the Electoral Commission, Judiciary and the police should be independent from government control. The ruling party should stop abusing institutions of government.

4.4.3 Stiff sanctions for erring parties
The views of the political leaders were also echoed by the stakeholders from the civil society organization. For example, CS3 also recommended that: 
There must be sufficient sanctions to erring parties which must be applied in a fair manner. … It would also be necessary to impose sanctions for violence regardless of who is involved. Such sanctions must be publicized so that they become a deterrent to would be offenders.

Regarding the above subject, CS1 responded in the following manner:
ECZ has not been doing enough to sanction political parties that are found erring. ECZ has always been arguing that it was not their duty to apprehend or arrest political parties that break the electoral code of conduct.  However, I feel that they should report erring political parties to Anti-Corruption Commission or the police.

On the same issue, CS2 had this to say:
There is selective application of the law where those cadres from the ruling party are favoured. I feel that there should be equal treatment before the law for political violence to come to a halt. 

4.4.4 Intraparty sensitization on democracy
As regards to the above variable, CS1 narrated the following:
There is need for sensitization. Political parties need to re-educate their cadres about tenets of democracy and their party manifesto so that they understand their role but the problem is that they cannot do so because they are taking advantage of cadres’ ignorance to advance their political ambition to continue their stay in power.  

In addition to the above comment, CS3 gave the following views:
I feel that that cadres have been manipulated in to think that their only role is to kill, disfigure, insult and threaten rival political opponents. 

Further, PL1 stated the following:
My understanding is that there is need for political parties to engage in serious dialogue with civil society organization as well as undertaking serious legal and institutional reforms like the Public Order Act and allowing institutions to operate independently.  

4.5 Summary
This study found that the study participants had notable conception of the constituent elements of political violence. Another significant finding in this study was that the participants had limited understanding of the role of political cadres in maintain peace in a country.

The next chapter discusses the study findings.

CHAPTER FIVE
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
                                      
5.0 Overview
This chapter discusses the study findings in relation to the objectives of the study.  The findings will be discussed beginning with the role of cadres in political violence, followed by the relationship between political violence and democracy. Thereafter, discuss effects of political violence on democracy, and finally a discussion on the measures needed to prevent political violence. 
[bookmark: _Toc37078634] 
5.1 Role of cadres in political violence 
One of the objectives of this research was to establish the role played by cadres in interparty violence. Young people as cadres have played crucial roles in shaping the political discourse, both negatively and positively (see Ojok and Acol, 2017). Cadres are seen publicly involved in political violence and conventional wisdom assumes that they orchestrate political violence. Findings of this research make it clear that political cadres are not the architect of political violence but their political leaders who finance the execution of the attack on their political opponents and their supporters. These findings resonate with those by Fumpa-Makano, Mukanda & Vincent (2019) in Zambia who found that unemployed youths are vulnerable and abused by the political elites to fan violence at a small fee. It is imperative to understand that given the socioeconomic status of most political cadres, it is undoubtedly impractical for cadres to sponsor political violence. Power to arrange or organize political violence lies in those who have the motive to maintain political statuses or grab political power using the resources they have through political cadres. In Nigeria Akpan, (2015:148) posits that young people (cadres) have become pawns and willing tools in the hands of political power-seeking people because of their social and economic conditions such as unemployment, poverty, lack of good education. It is the political leaders who sponsor their activities to attack members of the opposition party. From the empirical data in this study, it’s clear that political cadres are used as tools or vehicles of political violence by their party leaders. Their role is to execute orders of those in party hierarchy and the nature of violence they engage in range from physical assault, murder, harassment, verbal abuse to property destruction. The intention for using political violence by politicians is to silence opposing views, win elections and political power or retain political power. In Uganda Cadres have also been found to be exploited by the older political elites who use them as a climbing ladder to attain their own political ambitions (Ojok and Acol, 2017). 

In this view, it is argued that to assume that political cadres are behind political violence is too simplistic. Political cadres are the means to achieving politicians’ aspiration through an act of violence. Therefore, developing intervention that target cadres only would be ineffective because the main actors behind the political violence are the political leaders who have the muscles to finance the political attacks at their opponents albeit often invisible to the public eyes. Prevention measures should target both the cadres and political leaders.  

[bookmark: _Toc37078635]5.2 The link between democracy and political violence 
Democratization, elections and electoral violence have a complex relationship (Omotola, 2010). This research sought to determine the link between democracy and cadre violence. This was essential in that democracy demands existence of divergent views, free and fair election, citizen participation in key decision making and rights to assembly among others. However, what is prevailing is the opposite.  Based on empirical data, it was established that there is an existing relationship between democracy and political violence albeit in a negative way. Adebayo (2012) asserts the democratization, elections, and conflicts are interconnected and influence each other. A number of scholars argue that ‘the winner-takes-all dynamic and the high political premium awarded to the largest party under majoritarian rules imply that the electoral stakes are higher” (Fjelde & Höglund 2016:301). Wahman and Goldring (2020) asserts that evidence from research indicate that competitive elections, where the ultimate outcome is uncertain, have potential for violence than less competitive contests because political elites are more willing to engage in illicit tactics, including violence, to maintain or gain power over when the competition is high. Besides, it is important to understand that ‘when an electoral process is perceived as unfair, unresponsive, or corrupt, its political legitimacy is compromised and stakeholders are motivated to go outside of the established norms to achieve their objectives. Electoral conflict and violence become tactics in political competition (Fischer, 2002). 

This study established that because of the competitive nature of election in democratic countries, competing parties may opt to engage in tactics such as violence to disadvantage their opponents and win an election. Furthermore, the study revealed that political leaders have embraced political cadre violence as the main method to grab political power. Politicians seem to have forgotten that there are other methods to gain political power such as offering the best policies in their manifestos in order to win the votes of electorates. 

[bookmark: _Toc37078636]5.3 Effects of interparty violence on democracy 
Political violence can have several consequences both for the citizen and the broader political system. One of the objectives of this research was to investigate the implication of interparty violence to democracy. Empirical data drawn from interviews with member of political parties, media, civil society organizations and some government agencies revealed that political violence is a marker of de-democratization as it erodes the very tenets of democracy. Political violence poses a threat to peace and security and risks undermining the long-term sustainability of democratization processes (Adolfo et al., 2012)  

This study established that political violence disfranchises citizens and promotes apathy. This resonates with Taylor’ (2018) argument that violence scares away voters from future political participation. Because violence instills fear in citizens, during elections they may decide not to participant in election in order to safe guard their lives hence their rights to vote being violated. Additionally, Hafner-Burton, Hyde and Jablonski (2018) assert that political violence can also convince opposition voters to stay home on Election Day, reducing turnout in favor of the ruling party.  In addition, it can also force those intended to vote for opposition to vote for the incumbent out of fear of reprisal for supporting the opposition. 

The findings of this study resonate with those by García (2010) in Colombia. García’s study found that in areas where there was political violence, people exhibited the lowest average probabilities of voting.  Because of the violence citizens may abstain from voting as a mechanism to protect themselves from political violence (García, 2010).   Similarly, finding by Simpser (2012) in Mexico found that political violence reduces people participation in election and result in lower voter turnout. 

However, it’s not always the case that political violence may results in convincing voters to stay away from voting. For instance, in Ethiopia, pre-election violence resulted in an increase in voter turnout. Despite citizens being subjected to high levels of repression in between the two elections, the 2010 parliamentary elections saw a rise in voter turnout from 83 percent in 2005 to 93 percent in 2010 (Bekoe and Burchard, 2017). Similarly, contrary effects of pre-election violence on voter’s turnout have been report in some district in Kenya with a history of violence. Despite the history violence, the voter’s turnout has been impressive at 68.9% (Bekoe and Burchard, 2017). Therefore, the reseacherargues that the effects of political violence are contextual and over time electoral violence may not affect voter turnout as violence becomes synonymous to normative.   

In this study, it was also established that political violence sometime takes away people’s liberties. Where there is violence, people are unable to exercise their freedom of expression and assembly. For fear of being attacked by those with an opposing view, people are unable to express their opinion and political parties are unable to conduct campaigns in a free and fair manner which all point to de-democratization.  

[bookmark: _Toc37078637]5.4 Measures to prevent political violence 
[bookmark: _Hlk37074531]The final objective of the study was to determine measures that would help in preventing inter party violence.  Finding from this study established that political violence in Zambia is a consequence of lack of a political will by the leaders, the problematic nature of the public order Act that favors the party in government, lack of clear separation of powers which allows for abuse of public institutions and power and lack of serious reinforcement of the law by institution vested with the power to do so. Therefore, one of the measures identified to prevent violence was the need for political will from the political leaders to end political violence. Political leaders are very influential in the community and they have a big following. Their actions impact on the lives of their follows because what they pronounce and do, their following also do. They should ensure that mobilization of their constituencies and supporters is done in accordance with national and electoral legislation and in a manner that does not threaten peace, national stability or social cohesion (Koko (2013). This will undoubtedly contribute to violence prevention. 

In this study it was established that leaders can end political violence by ensuring that those that participants in violence within their party are punished or surrendered to the authority and banned from the party. If leaders can begin to take decisive actions concerning political violence in the country, violence can be prevented and subsequently brought to an end. For those in government, they have additional strength to end violence. They should ensure that sanctions for those involved in political violence apply to all regardless of the political party the offenders belong to. Impartial application of the law has potential to send a signal to would be offenders that no one is above the law. Therefore, the researcher argues that if political leaders can rise above partisanship politics and work in the interest of peace and stability of the country, violence can be prevented. ‘Both the ruling political elite and the opposition should display willingness and commitment to seeking inter-party convergence’ (Koko, 2013: 82).

Another critical measure identified that would help prevent violence is the need to reform and strengthen legal and institutional frameworks relating to elections. It was established that the current public order Act in its form has been a source of political violence as it favors the party in government and disadvantages those in the opposition.  There is need for law makers to repeal the current public order Act and replace it with the one that will be favorable and recant to current political needs of the country.

Another factor identified to be a source of political violence was the weakened government institutions due to lack of separation of power. Lack of separation of power has resulted in government institution becoming compromised and ineffective in executing the law and people required to enforce the law have lost integrity and professionalism for fear of losing their jobs. Koko (2013: 70) state that there is a ‘ mutually reinforcing relationship between state weakness and election-related violence in that the state’s weak institutional capacity constrains its ability to manage credible electoral processes effectively, increasing the likelihood of election-related violence, while the violence contributes to eroding the legitimacy of state institutions, thus disrupting the process of their affirmation within society’. Therefore, there is need to ensure that government institutions are able to act independently without interference. Similarly, Hansen (2009) in Kenya reports that legal and institutional reforms have been found to be the most central means in changing those conditions that make possible political violence. However, without leaders’ acknowledgement that certain legal and institutional frameworks allow for political violence to occur, profound change is unlikely to occur (Hansen, 2009). In this study it was very evident from both the political parties and stakeholder that the need for reforms cannot be overemphasized. 

[bookmark: _Hlk37073737]Another important measure suggested is the need to conduct sensitization with political cadres to help them understand democracy, importance of peace and love, the important role they can play in building democracy and transforming the future of a country. During the interview, many stakeholders highlighted how important cadres are in selling the party manifesto to people to help their party win an election. However, because of their vulnerability political cadres have been manipulated into thinking that their role is to attack political opponents. Hence, they should be sensitized if the prevention of political violence is to be achieved. In a participatory action research with political parties, Fumpa-Makano, et al. (2019) found that majority of political cadres in Zambia engage in violence because of their absolute ignorance on democratic principles and electoral laws and conduct.  Therefore, the need to educate political cadres cannot be overemphasized for organizations seeking to prevent political violence. This should be extended to political leaders who abuse the vulnerable youths by paying them to engage in politics of intimidation (Fumpa-Makano, et al., 2019).Dialogue is key to peace building. Lack of dialogue between those involved in political violence results in perpetuation of violent act.

In this study, it was established that political parties should be engaging in dialogue to ensure that the differences they have are ironed out. Fumpa-Makano, et al. (2019: 41) asserts that ‘it is possible to bring together in one room warring political competitors to discuss national issues even at the height of political tension’.




















CHAPTER SIX
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1	Overview
This chapter presents the conclusion and recommendations of the study based on the research objectives of the study which sought to examine the role of cadres in inter party violence and how it affects democracy.

6.2	Conclusion
In conclusion, this research sought to examine the role of cadres in inter party violence and how it affects democracy. It has established that indeed political cadres are involved in political violence and their role is chiefly to execute the orders of the political elite who finance them. Political cadres often have no resources to finance political violence but are used as tools of political violence by political leaders to realize their political aspirations. It was also clear that although the relationship between democracy and political violence is complex, the competitive nature of election and the philosophy of the winner takes it all is a breeding ground for political violence. However, political violence is not good for democracy as it is a marker for de-democratization. It impacts on citizens’ participation in the political process and undermined the credibility of political institutions. Therefore, to prevent and end political violence a couple of measure should be considered; enforcing political will from political leaders to end political violence, reforming legal and institution frameworks such as the public order Act that favors the party in government and a clear separation of powers which allows for abuse of public institutions and power as well as reinforcement of the law relating to election in Zambia by those institutions vested with the power to do so. In addition, there is need to educate political cadres so that they are well informed of their roles in politics and from time to time political parties to engage in dialogue to address political issues that affect the country.  

6.3 Recommendations
Basing on the study findings, the following recommendations were made to political players, Government institutions, civil society organizations and the Media.

 Political players
· Politicians should have a will to fight, prevent and end interparty violence.
· Political parties should be engaging in dialogue to ensure that the differences they have are ironed out.

 Government institutions
· ECZ should enhance conflict management strategies to help diffuse verbal violence before it escalates in to physical violence. 
· The law makers should repeal the current public order Act and replace it with the one that will be favorable and recant to current political needs of the country.
· There should be legal and Institutional reforms to ensure that the three arms of government work independently without outside interference to ensure genuine separation of power.
· The government should empower young people economically through youth employment to make cadres less vulnerable to be used as tool for political violence. 

 Civil society organizations 
· Civil society organizations should educate political leaders and cadres on the electoral code of conduct, tenets and importance of democratic politics.

 Media
· The media should avoid journalism sensationalism in their reporting so as to avoid fueling up political violence. 

Suggestion for further studies
[bookmark: _Toc37078639]1. There is need in future for studies that will examine the role of political party leaders in political violence. 
2. There is also need for studies to investigate the impact of Legal and Institutional Reforms in conflict prevention in Zambia.  

6.4	Summary
This chapter has presented the conclusion of the study based on the four objectives set out in Chapter One. Recommendations were established from the findings of the study. The recommendations have also been directed to all political players, civil society, the Media and Institutions of government as key stakeholders involved in Interparty violence. Finally suggestions for future research have been presented.
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APPENDIX 1

Interview guide for political parties’, ECZ and CSOs officials
 
1. What is your organizational job title and how many years of experience do you have in it? 
2. Could you tell me about one of your good and bad working experiences in the political arena in Zambia?
3. What do you think is the role of cadres in a Political party?
4. Have you taken any deliberate steps to make cadres understand and adhere to their roles in political parties? What steps exactly have been taken? 
5. Who is behind political violence? What do you think is the motive behind interparty violence and who benefits from it?
6. What do you think is the relationship between democracy and political cadre violence? 
7. How can you rate Zambia’s democratic ranking in the past 3years; improving or declining? Has cadre violence contributed to Zambia’s current democratic status?   
8. In what ways really do you think interparty and cadre violence affect democracy?
9. What have you done, so far to help prevent interparty violence?
10. What do you think should be done to prevent inter party violence in Zambia?   















APPENDIX 2
In-depth interview guide for political cadres

What is your political party position and how many years of experience do you have in the party?
1. What do you understand about political cadre violence? What is the nature of political cadre violence in Zambia and what are your views of it? 
2.  Who is behind interparty cadre violence? What encourages or motivates interparty cadre violence?  
3. From yours or your friends’ experience, describe the situation in a place where you observed or participated in interparty violence? 
4. What do you think is your role in the Political party? 
5. Are there steps taken to make you understand and adhere to your roles in the political party? Exactly what steps have been taken to make you understand and adhere to these roles?
6. What do you think is the relationship between democracy and cadre violence?  
7. From your experience, do you think cadre violence has an impact on democracy?   What are the major effects of cadre and interparty violence on democracy? 
8. What have you done, so far to help prevent or reduce interparty cadre violence? To what extent has your effort helped to prevent or reduce cadre violence? 
9. What do you think should be done to prevent inter party violence in Zambia?    










