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support was mobilised within the student community. The ensuing
division in the community derived not from social differentia-
tion erising out of the university social structure but was
imported from the wider soclety. In the next example not only
ere the lines of division within the student community extern-
ally derived but the source of rivalry is also extrinsic to the

university,

Ihe Formation of the United Progressive Party.

August, 1971 ssw the oificial formation of the United
Progressive Party led by Simon Kepwepwe, It was widelyfidenti-
fied as a '"tribal' party drawing support from the Bemba spesk=
ing peoples, UNIP, in the Bemba areas particularly, reacted
with violence, demonstrstions of solidasrity with the President
and intimidetion of suspected UPP supporters, In a first round
of detentions in Septehber, over & hundred of the known lesders
of the new party were placed in detention. However, Kapwepwe
himeself remained free. During the first month of its existence
UPP leaders had been negotiating with ANC for & possible
alllence but this never bore fruit, ANC seemed content to mske
political capitel out of the competition between UNIP snd UPP
for ANC support,

In July the University of Zembis had been closed by the
government and the ten member union executive suspended, then
the university reopened at the end of August, there was a
political vacuum since the functions of the union executive had
been thrust upon an interim caretéker committee composed of
the presidents of hall councils, In the uncertain atmosphere
of the country at large and on the university campus in psrticu-

lar, students began to campaign amongst themselves for support
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for UNIP and UPP, UPP membership cards were being sold on
canpus and UNIP supporters were collecting posters which they
pinned up in thelr rooms and arrenged private meetings smongst
themselves, The UPP supporters were almost exclusively drawn
from the Bemba spesking group whereas UNIP support wes
focussed around students from the Eastern Province, A number
of factors may account for the heightened partisan activity.
First, the leadership vacuum lent itself to competition for
politicel influence smongst the students snd perty affiliation
was an obvious base in canvassing for support, Second there
were politiciens outside the campus in the ranks of UﬁIP who
were keen to keep the students loyal to the government and
would possibly encoursge UNIP supporters to form an informal
group, Similarly Kepwepwe was probably keen to exploit the
oppositional feelingse on campus exacerbated by the government's
hostile sction in closing the university by force of armms, lle
needed support wherever he could obtain it. More generally the
university had suddenly been thrust into politicel prominence
by the government action and for many students this had inevite~
ably led to an intense politicization, There was only one
commentary on the re-alignments of sectional groups and that
appeared in the 'miscellany' column of UZ.

One observer once said that the University of Zambia

is like a barcmeter: it reascts to outside pressure

more often than not. At that time I didn't believe

him, but now I do, The aftermeth of the Nationel

Level politiking hes a subtle but significant impact

on campus soclial 1life, It disentangles the existing

relations and re-aligns them in a rather peculiar
MENNeryese e /

UZ set up an extraordinary committee to look into
this question, and make available the findings., 1
was appointed chairman of this committee, We were
given a frame of reference which included:
l. The social relationships at the campus
before the formation of UPP,
2, The social reletionships at the time of the
formation of UPP and thereafter,



The first to be interviewed was Laurenpi a fourth
year student of tribal politics,

Laurenti:s "Before UPP we were our old selves with
our usual rivalries, The Tonga, the Lozi, on the
one hand and the Bemba speakers on the other,

The Ngoni-Nyanga were the middlemen and acted as
stabilisers, The others either remasined neutral
or aligned themselves to where they felt safe,
The whites especially mixed freely with everybody,
but were more st home with refugee students, But
lo! When UPP was formed everything changed., The

merger talks between ANC and UPP made things worse,

Those who were rivals were seen patting each other
on the shoulders and congratulating themselves on
the *coup'."

The next interviewed was Hachimwene a third year
student of slchemy.

ﬂaghimgegg: "It beats me, how some people can for-
get the 'Lozis are to blame' incident and that
fateful 1967 Mulungushi. They seem to be good
friends now, but I don't know how long it will
last. The Lozi-Tonga women are now very free with
the Bembas, The Ngoma Nysngas are stubborn now
and seem to have influenced their women tc be con=
servative, Their reknowned liberalism has
guddenly evaporsted,"

Then 1 interviewed Nsombo, a typical Northerner,
He is not & UPP member, This is what he had to
say:

Nsombo: "We are going to remein in UNIP but shsall
continue to give moral support to UPP, You know,
we want Rellways and some development in our area,
1f we now merged with ANC and formed a government
the reilway wouldn't be built. You know ANC

views on the railway.126 Also it is good to be

atubborn, After the 'Kumozi Kumawa'+2' episode,
the Government rushed more capital into Eastern
Province and development was accelerated, see?
The Tonge and Lozi chaps, because of their tradi-
tional opposition to the Government and the
latter's embition to woo them to their side, are
in a good bargaining position, see? But lo, with
all the unopposed seats In our area, Government
will slways remein assured and [consequently] no
real development., But you will see now, Simon
has done the works! The remaining Bemba minis-
ters have more bargaining power than at any time
before,"

After interviewing these students we spent some
daye observing social reactions. Mixing between
the Bembas and Lozi-Tongas had improved consider=
ably while a corresponding deterioration was evi-
dent between the two '0ld' rivels and the Eestern
peoples, Lozi-=Tongaes could be seen rsising

251.

125



252,

clenched fists2d together [with the Bemba)], and
they usually ‘'sponsor' each other at the Canteen;
this apparent rapprochement was zlso matched by
their female counterpsrts, Women mixed freely.
However‘ things were slowly changing after the
‘merger' tolks collapsed. And we couldn't be
surprised if old trends were resumed.129

Though obviously an overesimplificetion, this paéody on the
events reflects s central truth - the extrinsic sources of
sectionsl slignments smongst the students, Perhaps the most
significent reaction smongst the student body to the formation
of the UPP and the subsequent detention of its leadere was the
departure of nine students to fill the senior posts in the
perty left vacant by the detained leaders., The influence of
developments outside the campus in this highly politicized
context are unmistskable, Of the nine students who threw in
their university career for positions in UPP seven were of
Bemba origin. The other two had been prominent members of the
Bushe sdministration of 1970 alongside Cosmos Cholas who as
President of the suspended 1971 union executive had earlier
decided to join UPP, The two nonfBembas (one originated from
Southern Province and the other from North Western Province)
had been the most vocal and radical students in the Bushe ad-
ministration and had been incensed by the high-handed action
taken against the students a8 a result of the demonstration

outside the French Embassy in July,
sectionelism as & Basls ivision within e Stu t C unity.

Kinship ties though they provide powerful linkages between
the student community snd the wider society, do not play any
significant role in influencing student behaviour while at

university. The socisl structure of the university does not
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recognise kinship roles end Kinship arffiliations &are toc
diverse for students to use them as an informal basis for
interaction. The ideologicel schism which developed over the
. question of a party branch on the cempus was intrinsic to the
university community itself and not directly related to on=
going pressures from cutside but more to the broader person=
ality, beckground snd general socialisation processes which
students undergo before they arrive at university., Divisions
based on sectionalism may be both extrinsic and intrinsic to
the university community,

In expleining the ease with which politicians seem to
cultivate sectional loyalties amongst the villagers Molteno130
draws on three variables. The first one relates to communica=
tions. He argues that the politician who speaks the language
of the villager is more likely to be trusted encouraging
politicians to return to their home areas for support. Second,
the unfulfilled expectations of the post Independence period
has given rise to a resentment towards those responsible for
the distribution of the 'fruits of Independence'. The politic=
ian is then sble to exploit this resentment by suggesting that
certain regions have profited more then others and that his own
has suffered exploitation at the hands of other sectional

groups, Third the structure of the rural society as '

an
undifferentiated mass' and the consequential sbsence of cross
pressures ensures the unanimous support of sectional appeals
and conduces to the unimpeded consolidation and dispersion of
sectional perceptions, Put in énother weay the appeal of
sectionalism is largely dependent on the division of soclety

into separate homogeneous geogrsphicael units where the inhebi=-

tants speak a single common language and politicians may
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appeal for their support unbeknown to the people of other
regions, The reasons for the success of sectional appeals in
the provinces are precisely the reassonsg for their feilure
amongst the students, For a student to publicly make an &ppeal
to a perticular sectional group he would immedistely incur the
opposition of all other sectional groups and lose any support
he might have had amongst them. Being drawn from all sections
of Zambian soclety and having English as a common language,
the structure of the community far from being an 'undifferen-
tiated mass' develops strong countervalling pressures to pre-=
vent the spread of sectionel perceptions, Students aé gtud=-
ents are better placed to judge the extent to which economic
backwardness of any province is due to the exploitation of one
sectional group by another., They are more likely to indict
the national leadership as a whole for the failure to develop
the rursl areass rather than any one sectionsl group. I1If
gsectional loyelties are to develop then they will do so under
conditions similar to those in the rursl areas which are con-
ducive to such development; that is in groups of a homogeneous
membership from the same'section' = never publicly in front of
the entire student body.

131 has alaso suggested that sectionelism has‘been

Molteno
a major cleavage in Zembian society because it 1s the only
availsble form of social differentiation which may be exploited
to mobilise support. The absence of consciously perceived
differentiastion based on cless, the underdeveloped divisions
based on reiigion end the irrelévance to aggregating support
of racial divisions leaves sectionsl groupings based on lang=.

uage &s the only possible besis of interest group formation.

What may be said at the nationsl level may also be said of the
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student community to the extent that the university soccisl
structure does not itself give rise to slternstive bases of
recruitment, The sbsence of any strong intermediary groups,
societies, assccistions and the insignificaece of divisions
based on subject of study, year of study, sponsorship ete. for
interest group formetion again only leaves appeals to sectione
alism as o major means of mobilising support, 1In practice
this means that the network of recruitment in the pursuit of
particular goal is through friends whose loyelty can be
depended upon through the threat of the imposition cf sccisl
sanctions. The 'pay-offs' to the supporters once 'tﬁeir' man
is 'in power' are limited to influence on the decisions he
makes and any privileges he can offer them by virtue of his
authoritative position, 1In other words, because there abe no
'meaningful' roles emaneting from the university social struce
ture, around which support for a goal or a person may be
mobilised, a role is borrowed from the social structure of the
wider society. There spre occasions, however, as in the inse
tance of the formation of UPP, when extrinsic roles aschieve
salience in their own right, This occurs when the university
social system, rather than remaining an isolate, becomes abe
sorbed into the wider sociasl structure as an importent object
of orientation, Following the confrontstion between students
and government in July 1971 and the closure of the university,
students felt that they had become involved in the wider ‘
political system; many had become intensely '*politicized' and
thus extrinsic roles sssumed a heightened significance, Re=
alignments at the national level caused by the formation of
UPP were reflected in parallel developments amongst politice

ally motivated students on campus, In this case, which must
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be regerded as exceptionsl, the extrinsic roles mske a prior
claim onvthe commitment of some students, such as the nine who
left to Join UPP, over and above their commitment to the stud-
ent role as conceived in the university social structure,

A comparison between Nigerian students in Britain snd the
Zamblan students in Lusaka is illuminating. ¥rom the study

132 it is clear that ‘sectionalism'

conducted by Cyeleye Oyeridan
plays a much more prominent role in the politics of Nigerian
students in Englgnd. There are two reasons why this may be so,
Firast outgroup hostility towards the Nigerian student community
is qualitatively of & different order from that towards the
Zembian student community which therefore stresses solidarity
end commitment to the student role over snd sbove all other
roles. &Second the linkages based on 'sectional origin® are muct
stronger anongst the Nigerian students, Oyeridan notes that in
London alone there were at least '42 Aifferent unions of Niger-
ian students based on village, town, divisional or provincial
origin' in 1966.133 Many of the students expected to use these
unions &s u bese of support in politicel careers on returning
home, The stress on such 'sectionzl' roles is also the inevite
able conseqguence of living away from home in a 'strange' country
where fellow 'tribesmen' may provide the only source of gecurity
and assistaence in adjusting to the new environment. This would
be particularly true in a disembcdied university such as London
which provides little campus life or even sny strong focus for
meeting fellow students, The University of Zambla looks after
its students in & far more paternslistic manner hemmed in on
one campus with everything that s student msy require provided

by the institution, The same differences have been noted with

respect to town life, ihereas in West Africs voluntary
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associations besed@ on villege, town, or provincial origin have
mushroomed in the cities, in Zambis the existence of a paterna=-
listic heritage of industrial employment has largely pre-empted
the formstion of any strong mutual aid sccieties based on
provincial or tribal origins., Sectional loyazlties are there-
fore less important to the Zembian student, and therefore
unlikely to provide the basis for permanent cleaveges in the
student community. Nonetheless they do provide & basis of
recruitment to informsl groups and & means open to student

leaders to mobilise support.

Differentiation according to race and nationzlity, as with
tribe and sex, is not explicitly recognised by the university
gocial structure, However it is a significant feature of
intersction snd group relations in the interstices of the
social structure. Relations between races and different
nationals are perhaeps even more governed by extrinsic factors
than relations between different 'sectional' groups., There
are essentially four groups; the Zambians who comprise the
overwhelming majority, the black Africens from other countries
mainly Rhodesia and South Africa, the Asilans and the Europeans.

in 1971 their numbers were as shown in Table 18,
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TABLL 18 = KTHNIC ORIGIN CF STUDENTG AT THE

UNIVERSITY CF ZAMBIAlju
Ethnic Origin. Number of ¢ of Totsal. ¢ in Total Popu=
Students. lation of Zambia¥
Zambian 1281 88% 93,0
Rhodesian N L. 1.5
S8outh African 17 v 0.3
European €9 oyt 1.1
Aslan 31 2% 003

% These figures refer to 'ethnic group' except in
the case of Rhodesians and South Africans where
'country of birth® was used and this therefore
includes a few whites,

Relations_at the National Level,

Since Independence, the government of Zambia has pursued
a policy of Zambianisation: the replacement of non-Zambians by
Zembian nationals.135 For the purposes vl Zambianisation
there are two sorts of 'asliens', namely those who are doing
Jobs for which there are Zembians available, the vast majority
of black Africens employed in Zembia, and those who are hired
on & contract basis = ‘expatriates' - usually white, to do jobs
for which there sre none or an insufficient number of Zaembians.
The division between the two groups, with but very few excep-

136

tions parallels the division between races, Asian business=
men are generally referred to as expatriates. Aliens cannot be
promoted in their present Jjobs and, if they resign from employ-
ment, cannot officially gain employment. The mining companies,
for example, have pursued a striqt Zambisnisation policy in
this area and have been able toc reduce the numbers of sliens
employed in the mining industry gradually.137 Expatriates
are also being Zambisnised as qualified Zamoians graduaste from

schools, universities and other institutions, but it is
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possible for the expatriate to be promoted within the period

of his contract. Conditions in Zsmbia sre more favourable for
the 'expatriate' than for the 'alien'; the former is needed

the latter is not., Though there have been outbursts of racial
hostilities, they have become surprisingly few since the early

‘euphoric' years of 1ndependence.l38

It is possible for tne
expatriate to feel relstively secure in Zambia, though many
feel very insecure and vulnereble to physical violence, on
account of a number of isolated ugly incidents which have
achieved notoriety out of all proportion to their statisticsl
significance, The alien on the other hand feels hounded and
unwanted and discriminetory practices aim to frustrate him in
his Jjob, He is much more accessible, dispenssble and therefore
vulnerable to pressures from the Zambians.139

The Zambisn government's opposition to the white suprena-
cist regimes of khodesia and South Africs, and support for the
black liberstion movements have involved her in plsying host
to refugees, mainly black, from these countries., But at the
same time ss swarding them refugee status Zambis hss not given
them security of tenure in Zambia, They are often uneble to
obtain work permits and even resident permits may not be ex=-
tended. The government of Zambia does not wish to encoursge
an influx of Africans from South of the Zsmbezi into its terrie
tory where they would present considersble social, economic and
political problems, The insecurity of the refugee has affeéted
black lecturers from South Africa on the acadenic staff of the
university.

Il 8till do not believe that the university used its

full moral resources in trying to stay the order to

quit in the case of Dr., B. Magubane who left in

Jenuary 1970. 1t did not try hard to keep ir. S,
Katshiqui from leaving, & man who had put in hard
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work in the founding of the School of Sccial Work.
The Registrar might essily and comfortably say we
enjoy the full protection of the University when
in fact he knows, as the Vice=Chancellor himself
knows, that ihe Department of Immigration has
been merciless and come out on top.

Cutside the University there are s number of South
African teachers who are employed on a monthe-to=-month
basis because Immigretion will not give them work
permits, If the Ministry of Education vslues the
services of these people, why keep them dangling

like this? Because, guite obvicusly Immigration
wants it this way.luo

Relstions on Campus,

The tension at the national level between aliens and
Zsmbians over competition for jobs is replicated within the
student community. But this 1s only one of the factors, which
makes for tension between the two groups, Zambian studegts
have repeatediy expressed resentument towsrds the relatively
large refugee group from South of the Zambezi who sre studying
at the university appsrently unconcerned about the liberation
of their own countries while enjoying the comfort and prestige
of student status. The followinyg is & characteristic attack
on the refugee students,

The C.A.U. states shall be celebrating Africa
Freedom Dsy yearly, pleying blood curdling speeches
of Nelson Hendela and other hardcore freedom
fighters, But how long shall we have pstience to
listen to these firebrand speeches which are turned
to cold ash by young men and women from these
countries still suffocated by the ycke of white
supremsacy, How long does a refugee reusin e
refugee? How many years should "exiled' citizens
think it is time to return home snd carry on the
banner to liberste themselves?

These freedom songs, these revolutionary speeches
are not turned to good use, Free Africs is losing
patience in paying host to indefinite streams of
refugees who are not in a hurry to go back and lead
revolutionary struggle. It is now fashionable for
freedom fighters to declsre every year 'that 1969,
70 is the year of action' when they merely mesn a
period of cowurdly inaection, impotence uand
slovenness,



261,

1 suggest to host governments that;

(a) All sliens from unlibersted countries
be given no work-permits, because
thiese encourage them to lead &lite
lives and leave peasant masses without
seasoned leaders,

(b) All student undergradustes be shipped
back en masse after completing their
studies,

(¢) Conditions of stay be made [so] unglame
orous as to maske them think of home
countries,

My concern here is freedom for =1l unlibersted
ereas, not comfort for a cowardly &lite seeking
solace in shebeens and hotels., The freedcn
fighters have postponed the day of reckoning with
white racists that home governments have only to
deport our lily-livered brothers,

"Forward with Uhuru"l)_}'1

Clearly there are slso elements of self interest in making the
refugee less comfortable in Zambia, particularly as many of
them have been reletively well educated in, until recently,
thie more advenced educational systems of South Africa and
Rhodesia,

In their replies‘the refugee students could not make refenr
ence to 'ulterior motives' but sought tc defend themselves by
reference to their own efforts in the direction of liberating
their territories und the efficient machinery of a police stuate
which mskes resistance from within the country a futile engage-
ment,

The enemy should not be overestimated not undere

estimated. He has all the equipment of suppres-

sion and above all the support of tiie whole

imperialist world. Thus, for s meaningful

revolution to be carried out, the cadres hzve to
be prepared for any eventuality.luz

To attack the refugee is to question the cause for which he is
fighting and those who indulge in such attacks sre influenced
by 'anti-exile propaganda' put out by 'racist South Africa'.
JSome have called for compassion in the treatment of refugees

erguing that the attitudes of many Zambians were "unhumanistic',
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Others refer to the UN convention on refugee status which
provides for the right to work in the host country: the refu-
gee casn make a positive contribution to the development of
Zambia, But this is Jjust what the Zesmbisn students wish to
avoid.

Much of the resentment levelled &t the black Rhodeslans
end South Africans 1s expressed in attscks on their habits of
gocial mixing. Just as the Zambian students themselves tend
to divide into informal linguistic groups, so too do the otuer
gsections of the community. Thus the lndians almost exclusively
mix within their own group, which is itself divided into Hindus
and Moslems., The Rhodesians interact with their own group and
s0 do the South Africans, But within these latter two groups
there are two opposed sections, those who will have nothing to
do with whites and those who are regulsrly seen with whiltes,
Though &8 many as 69‘whites are officlally registered as stude-
ents, one or two do not live on the campus and those who do,
apart from five or six, are studying for a post=graduate
certificate of education (P.C.E.). The majority of these are
merried snd live on the Ridgeway Campus, The PCE's, as they
are referred to, are recent graduates from universities in
their home countries (usually Engiand but a few from Germany,
Scandinavia snd other European or Commonwealth countries) who
spend a preparatory year at the university before going into
Zembian secondasry schools to teacn for two years., During their
year at the university they take speclial courses for two terus
and a third term is mainly devoted to teaching practice., They
tend to mix smongst themselves, At meals, for exsmple, they
are usually to be found obtrusively assembled on a single tsable,

When the university was smaller there was more interaction
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between them and the black students but as it has increased

in size intersction has declined. The PCE's do not share eny
courses with the undergrasdustes, though they msy help out in
running tutoriasls., An air of mutual indifference towards one
snother hes developed between the blacks und the PCE's and,
with a few exceptions few relations are established,

However, it.is the exception which proves to be import=-
ent, Those aliens who consort with whites are as likely as
not to do so with the opposite sex, Though there may only be
four or five 'mixed' couples on the ceampus &and though their
membership is not representative of the ethnic groupé to which
they belong, nevertheless they are peculisrly conspicuous,
During the academic year 1970 there were st least four 'steady’
couples composed as follows; a white male PCE with a Zembian
girl, a white male PCE with a Rhodesien girl, a black South
African male with a white female PCE and a black Rhodesian
male with & white female PCE, All these married one another
within e few montihis of the end of the year. There were one
or two other friendships between men from Rhodesia snd South
Africa and white girls which were of &« more ephemeral nature,
The animosities of Zambian students were focused on the male
alien components of these inter-racial relations. The South
African or Rhodesian who decided to have open relations with
@ white girl would be subjected to humiliating expressions of
resentment and hostility to the point of totsl ostrscism from
the Zsmbian students., However, he would face even more pain-
ful asntagonism from his own coﬁntrymen who could ill afford
such & betrayasl of their position in the context of an already
hostile Zambisn community. The ostracism only drove the man

deeper into his relationship with his girl friend which gave
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further fuel to the fires of resentment. In general that
section of the alien student community which mixed with whites
of the same or opposite sex, tended to look down on the
Zambian student &s being in some way inferior and consorting
with whites wes in their own eyes perhaps an affirmation of
thelr own superiority. 1t was precisely this air of superiore
ity (many of them were older than their Zambian colleagues)
that gnawed away at Zamblan sympathies, compounding other
sources of resentment,

The few South Africans and Rhodesisns who are seen moving
with whites sre exploited as typical of their nationality
when the Zambiesn expresses his antipathy towards the group in
general, How can you be seriocus about liberating your country
when you 'consort with the dsughters of your oppressors'® The
Rhodesian or South Africen who wishes to defend his position
will retort either by arguing that to counter racialism with
racialism is no answer to oppression, that class oppression
rather tﬁan racial oppression is fundsmental to white suprema-
cist regimes, or possibly that the discriminatory practices of
Zamblan girls leaves the sllien with no slternative but to seek
sexual relastions with whites,

In principle the student population as a whole geemg to
be in favour of multi-racisl relstions between boys and girls
as the third opinion poll made clecr,

Intimate relztions between boys and girls of
different races are socially desirsble,

765 agreed, 12j: were uncertain, 12% disagreedlu}

However, such a complicated issue as sexual relations between

black and white cuennot concelvably be reduced to such
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farcically simple terms.luu

In practice tlhiere is much ambivae-
lence and zmbiguity smongst Zambians towards the propriety of
such relations, and to actually engage in such a relationship
is categoricelly different from the declarstion of inclinations
or attitudes., Apart from psychological considerations, the
goclal sanctions that are mobilised by the community itself
and the wider society require much courage to combat, The
non-Zambian Africans, at a distance from their closer kinsuen,
are perhaps less subject to the powerful sanctions which would
be imposed were they closer to hand. The Zambian who 1is seen
to move with a white of the opposite sex, outside thé univers-
ity is immediately categorised in defsmatory terms as a
'prostitute', etc., an =xpression of the heritage of a white
gupremacist colonial socliety, Relations between white and
black, in general, exist against & background of stereo=types
in which the black is regarded as a renegade and likely to
betray his fellow blacks to the white as an informer, pimp, or
some such lgnoble role, In the wider society both white and
black, find it hard to partake in a status equsl relationship
as required in a friendship or professional team. Changes in
the s8ocial structure since Independence have not encouraged
any rapid erosion of the stereotype. The university student
communlity is exceptional in that it affords relations between
black and white students on a status equal basis., Relstions
between black snd white are unlikely to break out into open
conflict, so long as the white conforms to the role expectation
of the Zambian, When he deviatés from the stereotype he is
likely to create tension and the community will apply sanctions
to pull him back intc line. 1In practice he can articulate the

student role through participation in student demonstrations,
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sport, etc., while in those situations where externally
derived roles are drawn upon then he must also remember he 1is
white and must therefore not interfere, for example, in
differences amongst students based on sectionalism, or in
'Zambian' politics, Of course, the distinction between
'*student' politics snd 'Zambian' politics is never a clear or
unambiguous one, Different students would legitimate differ-
ent levels of involvement depending on their own interests
end their genersl orientation to whites., The white student
can easily find himself at the centre of a dispute over the
propriety of his activities., The ambiguity of their.role is
possibly one reason why the majority of whites chose to evoid

any intense involvement in undergreduate life,

The Formstion of "5LCLISA".

Relstions between whites, sliens and Zambians were thrown
into relief with the formation of the "Student Movement for
the Liberation of Southern Africe" in October 1970, 1In certain
circles of the Zambian student community, feeling over the
insctivity of the Rhodesian and South Africen students and
their relations with white students had risen to such a tempers
ture, that s group of Zambiens launched a new movement for
their Rhodesien and South African colleagues,

SMOLISA is & new revolutionary student movement

being lesunched for channelling both moral and

material support to revolutionasry liberation

moverents in Southern Africe, It will cut

geross sny unwarranted sectional political

differences, It will work hand in hand with

the National Union of Zembia Students (NUZS)

for the co-operation of students in Zambis
regardless of political affiliations.lu5

The first meeting of the new organisation was addressed by &

'freedom fighter' from MPLA (The Revolutionary Movement for
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the Liberation of Cccupied Angola) who gave s stimulating tolk
on the progress und obstecles fzced by his orgsnisstion., '‘he
meeting was attended by between fifty and s hundred students,
The second meeting convened to discuss the SMOLISA 'charter!
and tc elect an interim committee, About seventy students
appeared st the beginning of this meeting including two whites,
one or two coloureds and Indians, & large number of Rhodesisns
end South Africans end the remsinder (about helf) were
Zembiasns, The meeting begun with speeches from & panel at the
front.,. OUne of the wost prominent znd resgpected student

146 stressed the importance of dedication to the

members of ZANU
cause of liberation and the necesslty to awesken the minds of
the Africens for the 'Revolution in Zimbabwe'. The Social and
Cultursl Secretary of UNZASU spoke of the imperative of unity
and compleined of the absence of members from ZAPUIM? - the
rival liberation grdup. The UNZASU Publicity Secretary
attacked tnose critics of SMOLISA who claimed that Zambilan
students should first 'put their own house in order' before
waglng other "people's battles". He declared that Zambia
could never be free until the entire Southern African sube
continent had been liberated., The Secretary General of NUZS
broached the issue of membership of the organisation, warning
that some means must be found to prevent its "“subversion by
spies for the racist regimes", He felt that it was only real=-
istic that SMOLLISA be protected from whites spying for the
racist regimes, "we can only allow the entry of friends [white]
if they can prove they are not 6pies". The Secretary General
had now encouraged a great desl of tension to surface, A
Zambian student took advantage of the oppertunity to demand to

know why "white girls were only going after freedom fighters".



268,

The only white girl present, who aiso happened to mix with
black Rhodesians and South africans, attacked the previous
speakers for "identifying whites, and white girls in particu=-
lar, with Vorster's spies, when in fact there wes not a shred
of evidence that they had any association with South Africsa.”
Another white girl vwho came to the meeting towards the end
became hystericsl at the 'racialism' exuded by those sssembled,
"rucialism is no answer to racislism" snd "whites are indis-
pensable to the liberation movement", but she received no
sympathy. One black rose to suggest that it was not the white
giris who chased tne freedom fighters but the freedomffighters
who chused the white girls, Then Marshall Bushe, President of
UNZASU, himselfl u rerugee and active member cf ZANU, declared
"we are not preaching racislism but realism snd that a movement
dedicated to the liberation of Scouthern Africa could not afford
to dilute the frontal assault on racism by admitting a white
into its fold". (hereas the Zambisns seemed to regard the
white a8 & potentiasl spy, Bushe conceived of the destruction of
raciesm through a black nationalist movement with its declared
enemy not the ruling class but all whites, even those sympa=-
thetic to black nationaelism, Fighting against whites slongside
whites was a contradiction which was bound to undermine the
unity of purpose asmongst black freedom fighters, The Zambians
who argued that the whites represented & security threat,
avoided any rsmpant racialism but at the same time left them=-
gselves open to tne comment made later that "there are black
whites as well as white whitea.“ it seemed clear, however,
that a large section of the community were for the exclusion

of whites from SMOLISA, but none wished to make such & proposal,

Bventually the only white male rose to propose a motion that
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whites be explicitly excluded from membership of SMOLISA and
that it be enshrined in the constitution, In the event four
proposals were put to & single vote,

"Membership to be open to &ll regardless of

race or creed" - 9 votes

"Membership to be open to all black
studentsg" - 17 votes

"Membership to be open to all regardless of
politicel affiliation" - 15 votes

"Membership to be open to sny student
indigenous to Africa"

3 votles

Thus the racisl clause won the day though it only claiMed L)
of the votes cast, At this Juncture & number of students
left the meeting, notably the white girl who had spoken earl-
ier, the coloured and Indian students, black female students
who moved with white males and @ number of Zambian students
who would have nothihg to do with an orgenisstion which dis-
criminated on the basis of race.

148 students

The clause limiting membership to black
received greatest support from the Rhodesisns and South
Africans, many of whom recognliged the futility of having
whites in any liberation organisation, Cthers simply because
they hated whites snd saw them only as pert of an all pervege
ive oppressive machinery., 1t is also possible that some were
partly motivated by s desire to forge & bond of unity between
themselves and the Zambian students based on raciasl identity.
¥hen the South African lecturer end writer, lMphahlele,
defended hinself against accusaiions from some Zambian students
that he was bein, too arrogant in his demands for security of

tenure, he appealed to a common recial identity. As & black

South African he expected to be accorded privileges which were
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not granted to the white expetriate, The real enemy was the
white expetriste and not the blsck Africen who had suffered
and was still suffering from the yoke of white oppression.

It will never be known how my heart bleeds to see
university education in Zembia, after an unfortun=
ate beginning under e Vice-Chancellor who did not
have a jot of humsn blood in him, continue to be
in the hands of a clique of white expatriates who
are not interested in planning with Zambians but
for them, The result? - the pathetic programmes
we have in the humanities which are not intended
to build up & student's self=relience nor prepare
him for e degree that will tske him confidently on
to higher studies, Else why should a fleet of ex-
ternal exsminers have to come here every year?

But this is Zembia's own business, I tried very
hard to make it mine also these last 21 months., ‘1
failed., Because we Africans are a pitisble minor-
ity. The Board of Humasnities (which is where the
rot lies) will continue to make vital decisions,
pass notes under tables, without any obstruction
whatsovever. 1 could have waited for e larger cone
tingent ol black lecturers, but tine threat from
Imnigrstion has meant that 1 had no secure base to
function ;t"rom.lb’9

Such attempts to unite separate African nationalities
in opposition to whites will gain support in some Zambian
circles snd be opposed in others. Racial animosities are not
as well developed smongst Zemblan students as perhaps they
are smongst refugees from Rhodesia and Scuth Africa, as the

third opinion poll suggested,

Zamblanisation is being sabotaged by expatriates

L9 agreed, 24% were uncertuin, 275 disagreedlso

In the second opinion poll opinion was sought over the issue
of membership of 5MCLISA,

Membership of SHCLISA should be open only to
bleck students

31, agreed, 16% were uncertein, 53. disagreedlsl

Yet at the same time students did approve of the aims of SMULISA
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and considered the liberstion of Southern iAfrica as & goal
which Zambians must strive towards.
There is no need for an UNZA student orgunisation
with the aims of SMCLISA
L42%: agreed, 1l45% were uncertsin, L. disagreed152

Zawbisans must involve themselves in the struggle
to liberate Southern Africa

L95. agreed, 15% were uncertsin, 360 disagreedl53

zambis will not be free until the rest of Southern
Africe is liberzted

539, agreed, 12¢. were uncertain, 35. disagreedlsu
The opinion polls indicate that while the Zambian student
may regard the white as deliberately working sgainst the
interests of the Zemblens, only & minority of Zamblan students
are prepared to endorse 'rucialisum' within the student com-
nunity. while the student community gives genersl support to
the idew of student involvement in the liberaticn of 8Southern
Africa, it expects the Rhodesians and South Africens to spear-
head the moveaent., It would be op;osed to their assumption of
prominent positicns in the Zambien community where thelr stske
in the status quo would lesd them into competition with
Zembians rather thsn towsrds the liberstion of their own

countries from white supremsacy.

Cultural Separatiem and Black Power.

Once the 'no white' membership clause hsd been enshrined
in the SHCLISA 'charter', the orgenisation became a rellying
centre for & handful of cultural purists, who wished to develop

their own 'black culture' untsinted by the interference of
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whites, 1t was the 3XCLISA group who invited Jomo Logan, an
American Negro, known for his propsgation of an extreme verw
sion of 'black power' and 'black cultural purity'., The first
meeting was open to both black «und white students., The follove

ing day the enonymous group calling itself The New Direction

delivered en attacs on Logan's ruacial chauvinism.

You [Mr. Logun] say that you follow Kwame Nkrumsh,
Wwe therefore suggest to you that you read his
book "Class Struggle in Africa". In that book
and in meny others written asbout Africa's PAST
you will see how Africans (black people) were
exploiting «nd oppressing iAfricans (black

people) BEIFOXE the white man ceme along., If you
look arcund you & bit closer at Africa's PRESENT
you will see that still blsack people are ex-
ploiting bluck people. Ve are AGAINST oppression
- ALL OPPRESSION, We do not wish to abolish the
white msster only for the black master, we seek
to abolish that mentaelity which needs masters,

We seek tc sbolish masterhcod.l55

The second meeting; convened 1o discuss the possibility of
establishing a centre for the development of black culture,
was given relstively little publicity and was intended for
lacks only. The one white who made an sppearsnce was asked
to leave at the request of Logan himself, but not without some

objections from othher members of the guthering. New Direction

brought out another circular a few days later,

Cn Wednesday kr. Jomo lLogsn came here end committed
an atrocity end in this he wes aided =nd sbetted by
the people attending the LWlL1IGA meeting. How cen
one excuse the behaviour of ihe people at that
meeting? OUne cannot., Mr, Jomo Logan came to
Zambia the invited guest of the Fresicent of this
country, He came and flaunted the principles

which the President of this country upholds, #hat
is the mesning of this? 1ls ur. Logan now more
powerful thun the President? The meeting on
Wednesday night was to discuss the "Internstional
Black Power Revolt"., The poster announcing the
meeting did not declare - BLACKS ONLY., liaybe that
would have reminded other people too much of a
certein other brand of filth., However this prine
ciple was put into practice., The only white person
present wes asked to leave, lIndians were allowed
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the dubious privilege of staying. .e Lope they
enjoyed basking in the light, or should one say
darkness of their new found identity., Of
course 'Blsck' people were safe. There was no
question or doubt as to which breed of humenity
sthey did not belong to. Smugly they wallowed
in their Blackness, It is a pity that 605 of
their 'Black' women are toning their skin and
wearing synthetic hair, Do we imagine thst
Just because we are safely within the borders
of Zsmbia no evil forces cen get at us, Impep=
iulism is confusione==-ig manipulation----is
indoctrination=--=is conquest o1t the mind,..
Imperielisu 1is the sacrifice of men, women,
children; lmperialism is the sacrifice of MAN,
Brother Login is part of &ll this.156

Though the mujority of students zre opposed to racislicm,
they would be unlikely to adopt the above class analysis
which treats colour as an epiphencmenon of @ more fundament:l
division of societies into oppressors and cppressed, The imne
plications of the class analysis pursued to their logical cone
clusion, as The New Direction pemphliet Goes, lead to a frcontal
assault on the aspirstions and orientation of students to
wider society., Becsuse they openly identify with a socislist
cause and condemn their fellow students for elitism and mater=

ialism, the wuthors of The New Direction were forced into

ancnymity.,

The disagreecuent between the msjority of students and
thuse whe propegate cultursl sepsratism is similar to the
debute between advocates of blwcs power and blsck essimilstion

l LI?

among st negro students in americz, ”! The Zambisn student is
not concerned to show Limself sugerior to the white race. Cn
the contrary he dces not claim to be any different from whites,
but expects to be trezted as théir equal., le does not reject
whites or white culture but only those whites who consider

him inferior snd those elements of white ideology that assert

black inferiority., The Zambisn student zspires to be as "good
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as" the white man, not different from or "better" than the

white man, 1t is for these reasons that the majority reject
recialism, At the same time the discussion as to why the
majority reject racislism should not hide the fact that a sube
stantisl minority (31.) endorse racialism, though only very few
would express their racisl entipathies in publiec, The meritoc=
ratic ethos of the university and the tendency for opinion
leaders and community influentials not to be racially motiveted
do noct encourage any overt expression of racislism, With res=
pect to the disparste origins of its membership, the student
comnunity is an integretive institution,

Relations between Zembian students &nd white students on
the one hand und Rhodesian and South African black students on
the other sre very much influenced by role expectations derived
from the heritage of colonialism and the wider social structure,
Thus the white student must combine his white role and his
student role and mseriage any tension that may arise between themn,
Similsrly the refugee student must slsc satisfy expectations

corresponding to both his refugee and student roles,

THE STUDENT EL:

Student elections and the basis of the support for differ-
ent candidates can provide a gauge as to the importance of the
extrinsic roles discussed in previous sections of this chapter
relative to intrinsic roles derived from the university sccisl
structure. Elections to the UNZASU Executive take place in
two stages, first for the President and then for the remaining
eleven member executive, For the purposes of anslysis it 1s

convenient to confine sattention to the first stage slone.
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Cempaigning tukes place in « period of approximately two weeks
before polling day, normally held zbout a month after the

beginning of the academic year,

The Election of 1J7C.

There were three caendidetes for the Presidential elec-
tion of 1970; Bushe, Phiri and Tembo, Bushe, a medical student
had been very uctive in student politics at the University
College of Rhodesis snd Nyasalsnd, as it was then celled, be-
fore being forced to leave Sslisbury. Fhirl and Tembo both
from the kastern Frovince of Zambis had no previous experierice
in student union executives, But Phiri, in sddition to being
very popular amongst students, hsd the support of many promunine-
ent student leeders who were sctively campaigning on his behalf
Most students were confident that rhiri would be returned as
President., Bushe was practicelly unknown on the mein campus,
confining his campul,n to fellow mediczl students at the
Ridgeway Cempus where he resided.

As 1s custonzry in UNZASU elections, the three candldstes
presented their manifestos before a student audience on the
eve of the elections., They are then, each in turn, subjected
to & critical sssault from the 'convention' participants
assembled to listen to them., Un this occasion the students
were clearly disturbed at what they considered to be the poor
quality of the candidates' perforuances. The meeting was inter
rupted a number of times with demands for the elections to be
restarted with new contestants, The two Zambians failed to
articulate a coherent outlook on student govermniuent and the
problems wit:. which it was beset., Their I.ilure to come up

with anything original or to show signs ol leadership stimulate
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abusive resgonuses from the flocor., Bushe was the only candie
date who gave the impression that Le knew wheat student
government was zbout or who exhibited any signs of forcéful-
ness and resolution. However, he hsd become the subject of a
smear cenmpalgn thet morning, questioning his legitimacy as a
candidate because of his alien status., In the election the

following day the voting was as follows.158

Total votes cast = 563

Bushe = 235 votes ;
Poll = L8%

Tembo = 137 votes

Phiri - 191 votes )

The low poll reflects the perception of the candidates
a8 low calibre and the genersl cynicism with which student
government has ccme to be viewed as @ result of the perennial
resignation or cieunissel, Bushe's victory was reported in UZ
as follows,

It is widely believed that had the Sunday [election

eve] meeting not taken place Fhiri would have won.,

Bushe's orstory had rallied the flesh support Phiri

had behind him and left only the latter with
skeleton support.159

The attendance ut the election eve meeting must have amounted
to between two and three hundred students, many of whom would
have come to the meeting to genuinely make up their mind es
to whanto vote for., It is they, either through voting or
through influencing olhers, who swung the vete in favour of
Bushe, The support that Bushe received from the Ridgeway
Campus where sbout 120 medicel students were residing couid
not have accounted for his victory.

4 certain fixed vote for each candidate will necessarily
come from those mobilised through a friendshiiip network emanut=
ing from the candidote himself., Fhiri's network was extensive,

while Bushe's was clearly very restricted outside the Ridgewsy



277.

campus and his fellow ihodesisns. Yet Bushe won the greater
number of votes suggesting that friendship or sectional
loyalties do not play the most significant role in amessing
votes, but rather of yrester significunce is the contestant's
potentisl for lesding s community of students, Both Tembo
and Fhiri fsiled to exhibit much levdership potential opr sn
ability to defend student interests., In a@n srticle devotecd to
the suggestion that ‘'azliens be banned from stending in presie-
dential elections' one commentator on student government wrote,

One of' the ressons given for this move is that

aliens cannot sincerely deal with some of the

more delicate issues involving students aend

the government for fear of being deportea.

But just who sre these people kidding? BSone

of these same people have been known to visit

Freedom House, for no reason than that of

familiarisatiun end paving the way for the

future, e know such people will nct spare a

thing to try «nd achieve their cause, even if

it mesns betruying student cuuses. are they

therefore any better than sliens. 1 would

rather be led by a student who is dedicated to

the student cause, irrespective of nis country
of oribin.léC

These views wre prcbably representetive of the mejority of
students zctive in student politice, sllowing sliens to Btoge
successful election cempeigns, The importance of the student
interest end student 'soliderity' over and zbove sectional
differences when electing lesders to the UNZASU executive 1is

underlined by the outcome of the 1971 student elections,

Ihe klection of 1971,

There were five cundidstes for the 1971 elections and
the distribution of votes is shown in Table 19, Support for
each of the candidites will be considered in the light of his
background, prcgramme, compalgn and perform.nce =t the pre=

election convention,
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Chishals,

Chishsls produced the umost provocative munifesto - what
he referred to as & 'socio-revolutionary programme' based on
'seven strotegic steps to revolution'., First, appealing to
the pecunisry instincts of the electoraste, he proclaimed the
nost burning issue facing the university student to be the
inadequscy of bursaries.

seeolf certoin people in authority deem it their right
to refuse to live below the bread-iirie, so it is for
the university student to refuse to live below lines
rejected by others, For, I contend, bursaries are not
a privilege but an undeniable right for every genius

end mentuslly equipped healthy wan and woman of this
country.162

~8 & group whose privileges rest on merit, the students cannot
allow tuhelir standsrd of living to fall to the level of the
mass of thie population so iong as those who control the
country's welfere = the political &lite = sre not themselves
prepaered to meke sny sacrifices. Yet, baradoxicelly, his
second point culls for identificstion with the cause of the
UNZA staff associstion,

The point 1 am trying to mske here is not intended to

widen the gsp between the two peasent organisstions

but to deliberately liberate (call it decolonization)

our minds from mythical thinking thst workers and

student interests are drasticslly different. Ve can

only decolonise our minds if we all resolve that

thelr enemy is our enemy too, They and we struggle

for betterment ageinst a common authority, That's

why 1 feel strongly that antagonlam between ourselves

should come to en end by the estsblishment of a
common platform of communication.163

In advocating support and co=-operstion with the workers on
the cumpus Chishala weas violating what the majority of students
saw to be the student interest, and his more eguslitarian
orientation must have lost him a number of votes. The remain-

ing items were strictly in accord with student interest, lie
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advocated the removal of the "quota systen" and a reconsidera=-
tion of the system of “redirections” (the Zembian euphemism
for failures). The quota system, Chishala argued, leads to
students studying subjects in which they are not interested,
thus increasing the number of redirections with the conse-
quent waste of taxpayers'! money. e proposes that grants to
UNZASU affiliated clubs end societies be more substantial and
that A=-Level certificetes be awarded to students who succegs~
fully pass first year courses but who have to leave for vape
ious reasons. His sixth point deals with the contentious
requirement for B,A.'s entering the ¢ivil service to undergo
a further year's training at the National Institute for Public
Administration after graduation from the University of Zambia,
Students view the move as an attempt to keep them away fron
bosltions where they may threaten Present incumbents in the
civil service. Chishala also attacks the thinking behind the
government's declared, but never implemented policy, that ‘'sll
University graduates will in future be asked to serve in the
rural a:r'ezaxrs'.l&‘L
[That] is a policy aimed st initiating graduates
into villsge environment., This might sound
revolutionary to those brought up in Ridgeway,
causeway, highfieldsway residences. But with
more than 75% of our community coming from rursasl
ereas this move might sound unreslistic, It is
eriminal and unpardonable for one to refuse to
accept the herd fact that most of us have ale-
ready undergone "rural initiation' because we
don't come from towns but villages, Therefore
making a policy of rural initiation cannot be a

correct one gsince we have already been initiated
village-wise.165

Lastly he advocates a 'shake up for UNZASU' by assigning
specific duties to the officers in the executive,

Chishala's manifesto is sn attempt to marry the more
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'radical' and brosader views of Zembian soclety of its sautiior
with the vote-catching narrower student interest, His back-
ground has a consideprable bearing on his outlook, Chishalsa
had been very active in nstionsl politics off the campus dur-
ing his first year when he wes associated with a militant
wing of UNIP which had assumed the role of 'criticism from
within', He had also been on the editorial board of Vanguard
the paper produced by UNIP Youth until it was banned follow-
ing veiled criticism of the national leadership. During his
first year he had been very quiet as & student, though he did
come out very strongly in favour of a UNIP branch on the
campus., Amongst the student electorate Chishala was known
for his association with UNIP and for this reason alone his
chances of winning support must hesve been slight from thé
outset, Cutlining his programme at the election convention
he created an uprosr by opening with a reference to students
as 'fellow peasants'. He never recovered from this initisl
tactical blunder., Attacked for his connection with UNIP as
being a potential threat to the student community, he declared
he would never introduce any UNIP doctrine without the support
of the electorate. However, few were convinced,

His poor performance in front of &n aggressive audience,
falling to attune himself to the student political culture,
his essociation with UNIP, his expressed sympathies for the
working classes and his failure to meke a mark amongst
students as s student in his first year account for the little

support he attracted,

Mumba,

Mumba wes another second year student known more for his
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offecempus activities than for his contributions to the
student comuunity. His menifesto was typicsl of' thcse pro=
duced by other candidates expressing the belief in student
identity end integrity, student solidsrity, students' right-
ful and proper pluace in society, eradication of student apathy
end lmproved relations between male and femsle students.166
The manifesto diu little to amplify these terms or coneretise
his progrsmme. kumba's election cempaign reflected the
affluent life he wus able to lead as a civil servant in Kitwe,
on a scholership from the City Council. Before the new aca-
demic yesr, liumbz held a party for students working Ch the
Copperbelt where he let it be known that he was standing for
the post of President, However, some students present resented
the way he arrunged the party in order to csnvas for support,
He staged snother party on the campus and this time was
accused of only inviting Bemba-spesking students. Muumba was
also exceptional in that he had posters printed with a
prominent portrait on each. All other candidates relied on
hand written posters. Many of Mumba's posters were disfigured
with scrawlings as the campaign progressed. At the pre-
election convention, though articulate in English, he was very
softly spoken and had difficulty in reising his voice above
the hubbub, He was questioned usbout the guests to the parties
he had thrown "hed they been confined to Bembas?". Mumba
replied that since he was not a Bemba himgelf, but a Lala,‘the
accusation must be groundless,

Numba's failure to attract many votes may be accounted
for in & number of ways, First, he was little known for
campus ectivities (he turned up, far from sober, to disrupt an

UNZASU venercl leeting the previous year), He had failed to
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impress the electorate &t the convention before the election
where he nad been attacked for his apparent sectionalisn,
His position in the civil service worked to his disadvantage
in two ways. First, a position in the civil service leaves
him vulnersble to pressure from povernment to betray student
interests, Second his campaign snd way of life suggested to
some that he was more concerned to promote his own social
status in the wider community than about student interests

and problems,

Ralia,

Wallae, a third year law student, had had considersble
experience in student government at his previcus university
in Indis. Unlike the previous two candidates and unlike the
vast majority of thie other Asians on campus, ~alia had been
very active in student affairs., Apart from playing prominent
roles in student dramatics, tennis and table tennis, he wuas
noted for the articulate manner in which he presented his
views snd propossals at student meetings. In his manifesto he
promised greater participation by students in the decisions
of the UNZASU Executive, improved student-administration
relations and more social life in the halls of residence.167
Despite his status as an ‘slien' he was sble to command scme
11% of the votes cast = more than Chishals and Mumbs togetner,
He must have ettracted considerasble support from students éut-
side his own Asian student community. His known interest and
previous participation in UNZA affairs enhanced his legitimacy
as a prospective President., His leadership potential, clarity
and forcefulness in speech all lent further credibility to his

candidature, Though his Indian background might make him less
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vulneruble to a betrayasl to government and susceptible to
closer control from the student body, nevertheless this same
attrioute was seen as & handicap when handling relationa with
outside bouudies anu in appreciating znd representing African

student interests,
Chibala,

ihen the candidates were first snnounced it was presumed
by most that the reszl contest was 1o be between Chibala and
Chola. Chibala, a fourth year student, had not previously
held any office in student government but had been extinmely
active in student Jjournalism (he was senior editor of UZ) »
the student dresmatic society (he had teken a leading role in
UNZADRAIL's very successful production of Che Guevara) and in
student debating. In Llis wanifesto he culled for & student
community with 'revolutionary purpcse', student involvement in
caupus and naticnal affairs on tne basis of student power,
student solidarity and interaction with fellow students around
the world, to uphold the UNZASU constitution, 'to perauade the
Government through all channels, including the latest tech-
niques of student action to raise grants and bursaries' and
'to render morsl wnd material support to, and embrace the cause
of, s8ll progressive peoples revolutionary cadres snd dedicated
fighters cocmmitted to total freedom and independence through
sacrifice and military action'.l68 ‘

Chibsle was vulnersable to detraction on two counts., The
first reletes to his sectionsl and political loyalties, Though
he himnselfl never’gave any overt suggestions of sectionalism =

he was one of the few students who tended tc¢ use English as a

langusge of communication and whose friends came from different
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parts of Zambia - or party affiliastion, nonetheless his naune

linked him to Socuthern Province and therefore to ANC, His
campelgn supporters included the two most prominent members
of ANC on the campus which laid him open to accusations of
campalpgning on ¢ sectional basis., However, that his close
supporters were ANC does not imply that he was ANC, but simply
that others might think he was, An srdent Chola supporter
exploited Chibala's implicit association with ANC by openly
sccusing Chibala of accepting ANC sponsorship. This must huve
cost him & large number of votes in view of the antipathy
towards leaders with strong effiliations to external orgunisa=
tions in particular political parties, The second detraction
arose out of an article Chibale had written the previous year
in the Iimeg of Zambia arguing the case ggainst en incresse
in student bursaries, Chibala's election rivals distributed
a circulsr, This Double Dealer, in which the newspaper article
was reproduced., Chibala's reply in another circular was wesk,

This wae purely an academic exercise, And one's

convictions cennot fairly be measured in terms

of whalt one says in a debate., ...1lt was some

form of silent debate., In other words, my

friend who wrote in favour of the increase of

the bursasry funds could be likened to &

'proposer', 1 wrote against the motion; so I
wW&es &an 'opposer'.l69

For many this was an unforgivable betraysl of the student
interest which cualled into question his credibility as a stude-
ent lesder anc sgoin must have cost him considersble support.

Chibala introduced his convention speech with a rhetoric
which he had customarily exhibiﬁed in the columns of JZ dbut
which wes ocut of plasce in & contest for Fresident of the

students' union,
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The time for a legitimute revolution is ripe, The
sort of revolution which blends progressive theory
with practice, for the benefit of msnkind, And
mankind includes even the die-herd reactionaries
who turn a deaf ear to our ideas, contribution,
grievunces and the like., An awful lot of these
revisicnists nibernate in UNZA offices, lofty man=
sions und on illegal farms which by right, belong
to helpless peasants: the poor innocent victims,
The masses! Soume of professional conservatives,
tricksters, and opportunists shamelessly indulge
in frivolous luxury; the sort of luxury which one
can only experience when using 'other people's
money.' e will not continue to be hoodwinked,

we are vigliant,

Cn ¢ much more serious note now., Sporadic and
disorygsnised outbursts regsrding our grievances
will not penetrste the solid well of the powers=-
that-be,

we know this., we have, time and sgain, exper=-
ienced 1t through demonstrztions and the like, We
must do something. We are cepsble of doing some=
thiing. e have sufficlent necessary materisals:
hesds, eyes, ears, hands, legs, But comrades, 1
think, one thing, at least, lacks in us as a
student body. e seriocusly lack initiative. The
whole studernt body, thrcugh UNZASU, needs a drase
tic overhaul, C(nce this 1is uzchieved, the voice of
the student body will be recognised snd accommo=-
dated even if it is & bitter pill to swallow,lYo

Such & speech to sn aggressive, cynicsl audience fell an
resistent esrs and Chibala's perforumance was a bitter dise
appointment to his supporters, He failed to capture the stud~
ent sttention despite the support ne had behind him, His poor
performance combined with insinustions of partisan political
affiliations and of & willingness to betray the narrower stud-

ent interest lost him the election to Chols,

~

chola,

Chola was the only one of the five contestants who hed
previously served on an UNZASU or NUZS Executive. In the out-
going executive Chols had been Vice-President and the legiti~
mscy, reknown and even popularity eccorded to him in this

capacity was to be the basis of his support, Before ilhe
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candidates had officially announced that they were contesting

for the post of President, a commentstor wrote in uz,
It is rumoured that the outgoing executive is
sponsoring one of their own collesgues for whom
they will be throwing their full effort, ihile
this 1s in itself not against the constitution,
it must be borne in nind that there is & denger
of perpetusting the same dynasty in the sense
that it cen lead to a dictutorial executive,
due to & grester feel of power after being
elected again.171

Since the Bushe administration had been the first student
government to remsin intact for its entire yesr of off'ice, it
commended some respect from the electoraste, As Vice-President,
Chola had not committed sny major blunders end had proved hime
self to be s very able assistant to the President., Both these
factors must have contributed in large measure to Chola's
successful candidature for the Presidentisl post,

At the same time the members of the Bushe administration
had & vested interest in promoting Chola's candidacy. They
were unwilling to see their influence over student affairs
reduced to that of the mass of students and securing the elec-
tion of thelr own candidate was one way of retsining influence,
It 1s elso possible, as was rumoured when revelations of the
‘corruption' of the Bushe administrsation were released, that
the outgoing executive had a vested interest in concealing
records of its asctivities and what better way thasn through
cresting a President from their own midst,

Meanwhile strong rumours are circulsting that the

President-elect, will try t¢ sit on any investie

gatlon that might be cerried ocut to fish out

UNZASU "thieves," One student saild that this may

be confirmed by the unanimous support kr, Chola
received from his fellow officials.l72

But the 'corruption' charges were only levelled against the

Bushe edninistretion after the election of Chola to President,
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end none of the contestants exploited the support Chols
received from the 197C executive.

Apart from student politics, Chola was heavily committed
to the Jtudent Christisn Associatiun in which he had been one
of the lecding membeﬂé. As @ cendidate with religious incline
aticns, he was wgeln unusual, but in consonauce with the
student politicul culture he mzde no mention of his ettachment
to Christisnity. He did not produce any concrete manifestos
but instead distributed large lettered, nend-stencilled
circulsrs on which were inscribed the catchwords of his pro=-
gramme incorporeting 'heightened vigilsnce' and 'funétional
dynamnism' in the spirit of 'power to the people', Chola never
attenpted to explein sny of this political Jingoism, and no
one took 1t sericusly., It hed its functions however, Not only
did the circulers sttrsct sttention to Chols - they were essily
distinguisheble froﬁ the typewritten circulars and manifesto
of the other contestants = but they slso gsve him a label of
ldentification, Chole equals 'functional dynsmism'. 1In his
pre-election convention address he emerged the strongest con=
testant, His position in the previocus executive clearly gove
him the necessary experience and confidence tc handle the
aggressive audience, He did not make the umistake of being
specific in his proposals but confined himself to his collec=-
tion of catech phrases. The UZ comuentstor wrote of his
convention perforosnce:

"Dynsmic" Chola seemed to hsve revived psst memories

when he was swept to the Vice-Presicency in the last

general elections, He was unmoved as reguards the
progress macde by the outgoing executive and pledged

to build and learn from their mistakes, #From the

overzll reaction from the audience it was clear that

he had come prepared. His supporters could be heard

from every corner of the theatre. Iowever, it can=
not be ignored that some people are still bitter
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sgainst what seems to be z perpetuation of the
present executive 1if e is elected., He defin-
itely msde use of his experience and guestion-
ers fuiled to pin him down., If the sudience's
reasction is anything to go by, he 1is very much
in t]'le race, 173

Though there were feeble attempts to attuck him slong lines
similar to those which Matukala was to use, e was able to
autihicritaetively brusih them aside., Chola, thus presented hime=
self as tlie strongest, most experienced candidate who on the
basis of his record had shown his concern for student inter-
ests and who had behind him the support of a strong body of

influentials in the student community,.
Politics of Consensus,

Thoui therc cann be little doubt that both Choles and
Chibala drew on a reservoir of sectionai suuport mobilised
thhrough friendship networkxs, equally sucli & LetwoOrk was ine
sufficient to win the election., Secticnulism cannot be regarde
as the most proaninent fezture of student pgolitics, The dis=
tribution of the student populaticn emongst the four major
languuge grougs is such that no cundicute cun be successful
without cupport Ircu ot least two groups walch asutomaticelly
precludes reliunce on sectional recruitient. e very exist-
ernce 0of three candidutes druwing on 3eubu-speaking support
sugrpests tnul there was no sectiuonsl collusion in the nomins=-
tion of candidotes., In the election of tiie otiier iicmbers of
thie executive, where meny of the candidoutes sre unknown to the
electorate sectlonad identification may cunceivably be more
luwportant, This was certuinly the view o1 one of the conteste
ants for un executive post who scrubbed cut his 'surname'

written on the polling box in favour of cone of his other numes
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which made his secticnal origin clearer. I1n other csases
students found themselves subject to the cross=-pressures of
friendship uaffiliation und sectional «ffilistion. Thus the
friends of vhibsale wino nominated him for candiducy were often
not of nis linguistic group, indeed one was t0 be found amongst
the nominstors of wnother cendidete from his own sectional
group.

No other externally derived rcles can be used to mobilise
gny measure of support, 1Internally thie sccial structure of
the university though it divides the student community into
subjects of study, year of study, and resicuence halls? any
decision made by the student government any policy pursued by
its executive would affect all students equally, Nonetheless,
internal clesvages, purticularly on the basis of faculty, do
provide a network/for canvassing for support. But again votes
accumulated in this way only provide a small percentage of the
nunber necessary to win an election.

The only ideological cleavage to appear on the campus
concerned thie formation of & branch of UNiP., But the students
wno favoured s branch and a wider conception of the student
role only represented & 20% minority insufficient tc win an
election,

Chola did not win the election of 1971, nor Bushe the
election of 1570 because he represented the interests of sny
one section of the student community, Both won the electioh
contest for FPresicent because the electorate judged them as
the caendldates most likely to promote and defend the student
interest, The student community is relatively homogeneous and
undifferentiated and there exists a considerable unsnimity on

what constitutes the student interest, The election of lesaders
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in the community reflects tie processes ol consensus politics,
Under such circumstances the personal characterigstics of the
contestint are the most important features in determining his
success at the poll, Any attempt to uppezl to tne interests
of a psrticular group are doomed to failure so long aa that
group represents & minority. 5o long cs thiere are so few
differentiated sets of interests a coslition between groups
in the promotion of presidentisl candidutes is not feasible,
Apart from the aforementioned absence of any interest
differentistion which may be derived from the university
soclal structure, at least fcur other ressons help to account
for the value consensus over what constitutes the student
interest, First the small size and geographical concentrstion
of the community results in « closely knit network of rela-
tions which is conducive to conformiity to a common set of
values, Canctions are easily mobilised to bring deviants back
into line. Thus accusations of 'tribalism' or 'political
partisanship' are effective forus of social control in the
same way as ‘'withchcraft' accusations operate in rural

17k such mechenisums of social control, found in

societies,
relatively homogeneous communities where s value congensus
already prevails, «lso assists in the maintenance of that
value consensus, Second the development of cleavages based
on linguistic groups = the most important 'source' of informel
interaction « is offset by cross cutting associations based‘on
subject of study, year of study,/hall of residence, partici-
pation in social, intellectual und sporting activities, etc,
Equally important in the promotion of value consensus

is the perception of out-group hostility. The existence of a

powerful outside force imposing severe constraints on
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acceptable belheviour means that there are few policy options
cpen to the student ieesdership,., .here there is little to no
rocom to wmenceuvre debate over decisions to be made or action
to be tuxen is g redundant and futile exercise, or this
reason ¢ loue there is little likelikood of cleavages end value
dissensus developilg,

The feeling prevalent amcngst students of a hostile oute
side society has wiven rise to 'student solidurity' and the
formulation of un ideology of '"meritocratic &litism' corres—
ponding to their bonds of identificution, Any group which
either is or perceives itself to be under pressure frdm out=-
side will strive to promote unity within its ranks through a
coherent ideology which identifies itself as different from
and superior to tihe 'enemy', The resurrection of religion
and tribalism snd the doctrines oi racial purity are typical
responses to out-groﬁp hostility.175 ror the Zambian student
community superiority through the “"enlightenment" of univers-
ity education performs the same function, But where the
'beleaguered' group does not possess the power to enforce come
pllance with the precepts and implicutions of the ideology
upon the hostile out-group, conflict‘is exscerbuted by the
perpetration of an exclusivist ideclogy. Indeed what becoues
an instrument and rutionalisation of in-group interests becomes
a Justification for enhanced out-group hostility, Thus the
formulation of 'meritocratic &litisam' provides the party wnd
government with ready mude excuses to use coercion in steuuming
student opposition, 1t becomes’less legitimate to @press a
student community which conscientiously proclaims and acts in

eccordance with the very value system which those outside

espouse but blatantly violate, This is more the position of
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the students in the West, for example those who were active

in the civil rights movement and the American campus 'revolts'

2OLE COITINUITIZG AND TENSICN CUNTKOL.

This chapter has been devoted to & consideration of the
roles of the student gpart from his student rocle. These roles,
derived from the wider social structure, do in some cases
provide linkages between students and the society outside the
university. Thus kinship ties play «n important pesrt in binde
ing the student to particular groups in society in a system of
mutusl obligations and responsibilities,

In certain situations other extrinsic roles can becoume
important in linking students to the wider soclety. Thus in
confrontations with 'enemy' naticns stucents, government and
all other sections of society are bound together through their
common role as Zambian nationals, or as members of the black
race, Sectional efflliations can become important when in the
wider soclety there are open cleuvsges between different groups
as when the predominantly Bemba supported UPP was formed,

Fxcept in the unusual circumstences oi the university
being absorbed into the politicel srena of the nation, extern-
ally derived roles are only activited insofar as they do not
conflict with the student role. ‘ihere they do conflict the
comnunity imposes hecvy penalties c¢cn those who continue to‘dis-
regerd the obligations attendant on the student role, Where
the role conflict is irreconcilable, as in the case of the
departure of nine students to join the UP!, the student is
forced to decide which role relation to sever.l77 In practice,

those linkages with the society outside which are strong are
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also the ones which were least likely to conflict witn the
student role and the interests of the student community, and
lezst likely to rend divisions within the community,
Nevertheless the various secticns on the chiapter have
also shown thiut externally derived roles do affect student
behaviour in the university comnunity. ‘“hey do so by direct
interference turough ties with cutside groups, and through
identificetion witnh outside interests, But more importantly
exirinsic roles are used by participants in the political and
gsocial processes of the community. Thus in mobilising support
election candidates will inevitably draw upon frienda/and
fellow members from their linguistic groups., In the conflict
between NUZ3 and UNZASU representutives of each side made use
of the political loyalties of students in csnvessing for
support, ugually extrinsic roles L&y be manipulated to enforce
thie norms current in the student community snd to confront
deviants with powerful sanctions. Those who appear 1o deviate
from accepteble behaviour are accused of being 'tribalists’
(enly rerely since this may lead to further disunity) or
'stooges of government' or where aliens or whites are concerned
it is sufficient to drsw sttention to their colour or nation=-
ality. Just as whites are potential 'spies for Vopster',
subversive elements, or supporters of black oppression, so the
aliens sre 'freedom fighters cohabiting with the daughters of
their oppressors', 'self interested cowards', ete. As with
witchcrsft, the szccusation resonctes the rrejudices of the
community, while its very nature/grecludes the accused from
being able to disprove the asccusetion, To defend himself the
accused cen only recsnt his supposed "sins" and reaffirm the

community vslues, or kKeep silent., To do otherwise often leads
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to 8 grester conviction within the community of his guilt,

The pur,ose of this chapter was to exumine thcose members
of the set of multiple roles which were likely to offget the
tension which existed between the student community and the
wider society in particular the porty =nd govermment, Though
role continuities do pley & part in student life they are
immediately dissolved in favour of the discontinucus student
role when the community is threastened from outside, or when
forces emerge which thresten to divide the community, Divig=-
ions intrinsic to the student ¢ommun1ty are very wesk and so
the rejecticn of roles extrinsic to the student commﬁnity
leads to the reinstatement of éohesion and solidarity, In
conclusion, the tension revolving around the student role is
not in any sisnificent way minimised by the existence of other
roles cross cutting the tension. The student role assumes
peremount significance at those tiumes when it is most threct-
ened by the tension with the scclety outside. If the system
of multiple roles fulls to mitigate, «nd in some cases exacere
bates the structursl tension between students and soclety,
what social mechanisms ensure the persistence of reluative

peace?
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UZ, 28 June 1971,

Every President of NUZS has been a student from the
University of Zambia. In the executive elected in
October, 1971, of nine orficers, five were from the
University of Zembia, None of the three committee
members were from UNZA,

The znnouncement of the proposed increase was made at
a meeting addressed by the NUZS President to the
University of Zambia students on 2lst August, 197G,
UNZASU end NUZS (I) (Circular distributed 26 May 1971).

Nationel Union of Zembia Students (1) (Circular dis-
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ibid,

ibid, .
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National Union of Zambi Students (II) (Circular dis=-
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Though Bushe was President of UNZASU on sensitive
matters related to specifically Zambian politics the
executive preferred that he, for his own sake, left
statements of this nature to his Vice=-President,

Times of Zembis, 2 November 1970,

Qur Chief Nanga (Circular distributed 3 Noveamber 1970C).
These merger talks came to nothing but were exploited
politically by both ANC and UPP, The Lozis In ANC had
defected from UNIP because they had not received what
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ANC who pursued & policy of repprochement with South
Africa akin to President Banda of Mslawi ssw no need
for the Tan~Zam railway being built by the Chinese, to
facilitate the transport of goods to Tanzania and lessen
dependence on supply routes to the South,

The 'Kumozi Kumewa' (1968) = 'Unity in the East' move-
ment = was partly a response to the Bemba victories at
the Mulungushi Conference of 1967, which diminished the
strength of leaders from Easstern Province in the UNIP
Central Committee,

The clenched fist is not only the symbol of black power
but in Zambia the symbol of student power and Kapwepwe
adopted it es the symbol for his own United Progressive
Party.

UZ, 18 October 1971,

Molteno, R., Cleavege and Conflict in Zambian Politicg:
A Study in Sectionalism (s to be published in a forthe-
coming book on Zambian Politics), pp.30-43,
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Tables 1.4 and 1,5, are from Statistical Year Book 1970,
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Apart from the large number of whites in all the importe
ant positions prior to independence, Asians dominated
many sections of trading and business, while bleck
Rhodeslians, Malawians, Tanzanians, Angolans and South
Africans were prominent as clerks and supervisors,

There are some black expatriates, for exsmple, at the
Unlversity but often they are not accorded the prestige
of white expatriates,

In 1967, 18,3% of workers on local conditions of service
were ‘aliens'. (Figures from the Copper Industries
Service Buresu.) Since lsbour turnover on the mines 1is
very low at around 6%, the displacement of aliens has
hed to be & very graduasl process,

The number of racial incidents in the years immediately
after independence were relatively numerous because of
the persistence of colonial=racial attitudes and the
vigilance of UNIP, Since then UNIP sctivity has
declined,

Fanon refers to the tendency for the native bourgeolsie
to develop chauvinistic and finally racislist animosie-
ties towards "eliens" as tensions in the nation
exacerbate, Fanon, F.,, The Wretched of the Earth
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82. The entirety of the book is relevant to the dise
cussion of racial divielons in the student community asnd

has probebly more to contribute in this area than a
sociological anslysis,
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SHMOLISA (Circular distributed 7 October 1970).

ZANU is the Zimbabwe African National Union led by the
restricted leader, Ndsbeningi Sithole, ZAPU (Zimbabwe
African Peoples' Union) 1is the other African nationalist
party, led by Joshua Nkomo, Both parties are now banned
in Rhodesisa,

ZAPU is the Zimbebwe African Peoples' Union led by the
restricted leader Joshus Nkomo, Both ZANU and ZAPU sre
now banned in Rhodesia,

Article 3, of the Charter of the Students Movement for
the lLiberstion of Southern africa says,

MULL H=lBTWRCHIP shall be open to any black student
who subscribes to the purposes and aims of SHCLISA
regardless of party affiliastions: Definition of
BLACK = ANYURE WHC I3 NOT (HITE e.go aAfricans,
ASIANG, and mixed RACES (Coloureds).
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Upinion Poll Two, wuestion 2C,
Opinion Poll Two, «uestion 19,
Opinion Poll Two, question 17,
Opinion Poll Two, Guestion 18,
For Internal Publication in UNZA - New Direction
Publication 1 (Circular distri%ﬁted May“T§7%T:_"
A Ne? Direction Publicstion (Pamphlet distributed 28 May
1971).
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see, for example, Evans=Pritcherd, k. E., Jitcheraft,
i Magic Among the Azsnde (Oxford, Clarendon
Press, 1963). For a review of this book and an exten=-
sion of the principles underlying Evuns-Pritchard's work
see Gluckmen, k., "The Logic of African Icience and
witcheroft: An sppreciation of Evans-iritcherd's,
"Witcheraf?, Orucles, and ilagic wuon.st the Azande' of

the Sudan,, Rhodes Livingstone Institute Journsl, No, 1,
June 1944, p.61-71.
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Wallerstein and Stsrr, Qp,cit.
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even though they tend to make incompatible demands on
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In the previous chapter the set of role continuities
linking the student to the wider sociasl structure were found
to be inadequate as mechanisms for conflict resolution, This
chapter will return to concentrate on the role discontinuities
arising out of the discrepant student roles in the university
and wider sociul structures, The student role in the univ-
ersity structure will be referred to &8 his university role
and his role in the wider society &8s his civic role. Given
the structural tensions revolving sround the student, the role
discontinuity may be looked upon &s the sociasl mechenism which
prevents the outbresk of conflict, However if the réle dig~-
continuity is violated by the activation of roles appropriate
to one sociul structure within the bounderies of the other,
then, as this chapter will seek to show, either certsin indiv-
idusls ere compelled to dissociste themselves from one of the
roles or an open confrontation becomes inevitasble, The follow=
ing sections will be divided into the various ways in which
the role discontinuity may be violated first within the wider

soclal system and second within the university systen,

Whenever the student articulates his university role in
the wider political arena cutside the university he simultan-
eously violates the role discontinuity, However, there are
occasions, as when the university snd civic roles overlap,
when this viocletion does not, of itself, lead to & confronta-
tion but on the contrary becomes a symbolic expression of

solidarity with Zambiens throughout society. No more cléar an
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example of this is the student democnstration in support of

government policy, which has become sn annual student event,

The demonstrations staged by the Zambisn student are
distinguished from those in Western countries snd indeed in
countries the world over by their tendency to support rather
than oppose government, despite the prevailing oppositional
attitudes, There are a number of reasons for this, MFirst,
the government will not tolerate opposition, and any blatant
form of demonstration opposing the government cun be easily
suppressed, 80 long as the student populstion is relatively
small, This was the cese in the two protests that have been
made by studeﬁts about the conduct of national affairs, to
be discussed in following sections. Second, demonstrations
on behalf of oppressed sections of the Zembisn community are
unlikely to have nﬁch appeal to the students, Their future
role as members of & ruling class preclude msny demonstrations
which might be staged in other countries where the supply of
graduates is plentiful and therefore career prospects relativel;
bleak., Then there is simply a queetion of the value of openly
expressing disloyaslty and opposition to government in & situa-
tion which requires unity. A demonstration of studentsagainst
the government is very easily exploited by the white suprema-
cist regimes south of the Zambezi as illustrations of the
incompetence of Africen rulers. Fourth, there can be little
doubt that students feel a bitter resentument towards the
British, in particular, and the "rich world" in general for
thelir blatant hypocrisy in purporting to be friends of Zambia
while aiding end sbetting Ler enemies to the South., That
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explains the tendency for students to stage demonstrations
outside Western foreign embassies,

A final reason relates to the latent function of the
demonstration as the permissible articulaetion of the student's
university role in the wider society, 1t can be regarded as
8 ritusl response to the tension which exists between the
student and the society outside, Students have almost snnually
demonstrated in solidsrity with the government's policy over
Southern Africe becsuse of', rather than despite, the opposi-
tionalism and tension between the two.l Not only is the
demonstration an affirmation of soliderity with the government,
but it is an affirmation of student solidarity itself. This
is what the President of the Union said of the 197C demonatra-
tion egainst the British High Commission protesting against
the resumption of sales of arms to South Africa.

This sent Mr. Apathy to his perpetual plesce of rest.
But that wes not the significeance of the occasion,
First we wanted to show how deeply concerned we were
with the satanic allisnce between Heath snd Vorster
and their arms deal, Our opinions and feelings
towards this alliance were recorded here in our own
country, neighbouring countries and overseas, Tele=-
grame and private letters to this effect poured into
the UNZASU offices, s filmed interview between my-
self and the British Psnorama rocked the British
Televisions, egually so0 on our local TV, Britain
even sent socme small maen to come and interview me on
the same issue and 1 maintained our stand not only
with threats but with deep conviction., "Come what
may, what the hell does the Commonweslth serve us,"
1 useg to tell them, "You are rich because Zsmbia is
poor,

Comrades, I wish 1 had telepsthed Comrade Burnhem's
quotation, "It is better to die on your feet than
beg on your knees," and this should be our guiding
principle, ,

Letters even poured to the State House about our
demonstration and some of the students know it., Of
course there were [ some] from misguided individusls
in Britain and 1 was called on to [go] to the State
House to look at scme of these letters. 1 have
shown & copy of one of these to some students here,
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Where 18 our contribution end impact not felt?
Who says UNZASU is non existent?

¥here now lies apathy - in the grave yerd of
course. But you have heard of people dying
and resurrecting, apathy seems to belong to
the same category. iie need to shoot &t him
relentlessly, probably apathy never dies but
only hibernates and springs to sction again
when adverse conditions are over.,

The demonstration therefore enjoins students together be
they white or black, Zambisan or non-Zambisn and enjoins the
students to the government in opposition to outside enemies,
Thus of the six demonstrations which have taken place
between 1965 and 197C five were in sﬁpport of governgent
policy towards Southern Africa, In November 1965 students
demonstrated outside the British High Commission following
the unilatersl declaration of independence (UDI) in Rhodesia,
In April 1966'etudents sgain protested outside the British
High Commission over the shooting of seven 'African freedom
fighters' of the Zimbabwe African National Union., At this
demonstration students hurled stones through the windows of
the High Commission. (As wes widely commented &t the time
the High Commission wes only a stone's throw away from the
Ridgewasy Campus where the students resided,) There was a
confrontation with the police and eighty eight students were
arrested and herded into cells. Police animosity towards the
students rose to such heights thaet & tear gas cannister was
exploded in one of the cells and students had to break win-
dows for freeh air, Two students were injured and taken to
hospital snd others cut and bruised.3 However, ell students
were released the same day and proceedings were dropped, In
November there was asnother demonstration - this time peaceful -

outside the High Commiseion in protest against the first
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anniversary of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence,
OCctober, 1967 witnessed the first protest ggaeinst the govern-
ment - the "Chandas Affeir" -~ and soon afterwards there was
snother peaceful protest over the British Government's hand-
1ing of the Rhodesian situetion. In the yesrs 1968 and 1969,
perhaps as a reaction to the government reprisals during the
Chanda episode, there was a lull in student protest. But, in
July 1970 virtuslly &ll the eleven hundred students resident
on the two campuses crossed the fields to protest ocutside the
British High Commission where a violent demonstration was
steged in protest agsinst the British Government's intention
to resume arms' sales to South Africs, Five students were
badly beaten, arrested and later released, On the campus,
the protest was widely hailed as a victory for student soli-
darity.

Two moves to stage demonstrations ageinst United States
presence in South East Asla, one in 1970 and enother in 1971,
proved abortive because of lack of support from the student
body. Clearly "US Imperielism™ is of much less significance
and relevance than "South African Imperisliem.” ZEqually, one
may attribute the students' reluctsnce to demonstrate over
"Vietnam"” or “Cambodis" to the failure of the Zambisn govern=-
ment itself to make a clear stand over these issues, Such s
demonstration against the American government would not have
the same ritual significence as one against the British High
Commission.,

Interestingly the demonsthation is not only a ritual for
students but also for the police. The articulstion of the
university role in the wider politicsl systen, e#en though it

is not incompatible with the student's civic role, is
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nevertheless an occasion when the police are licenced to ex~
press their resentment towards the students in physicel
combat.u At other times the police must conform to the norms
of discipline associated with their role in soclety as custo-
diens of law and order, But at the time of the student
demonstration they muay legltimately attack the students and
renounce their passive role.

Thus at the intersection of the university and civic roles
both the student and police partake in what is normally
proscribed behaeviour but which in the ritusl context becomes
acceptable to the Zambien scciety as & whole. In so~doing as
Gluckman has written,

esssthis particular ritual, by ellowing people to

behave in normally prohibited ways, gave expres-

sion, in & reversed form, to the normal rightness
of a particular kind of social order.5

Thus the demonstration not only affirms the social order
through enjoining students and the rest of society in a common
expression of solidarity vis-bk-vis a hostile outgroup, but it
also affirms the socisl order through the implicit ecknowledg-
ment that it is only at the intersection of the two student
roles that political sction in the national arens 1s permmiss-
ible, The purpose of the ritual of protest "is to unite
people who do not or cannot query their social rolee".6 Thus
quite clearly not ell demonstrations are manifestations of
ritual protest and indeed only those which do not vioclate the
role discontinuity can conceivably be 8o regarded, Where the
participants qnéstion the socisl order and violate the dis-
continuity between civic and university roles by seting in

the public sphere in accordance with norms derived from the

university system then the protest 1s no longer *legitimate',
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Vice-Chancellor make a full inquiry into the affair,

As Chancellor of the University I must apologise
to all those humble men and women in the old
villages of Zesmbia who contributed to the dbuild-
ing of the University. I am convinced this is
not the type of student these humble men and
women wanted the University to produce,..These
are the men and women who fought for independ-
ence and as 8 result of gaining that independ-
ence, the University was built, These young
people do not seem to asppreciate that, They not
only insult the common man, but they insult me
as President of “smbia, elected by the people,
They say that the pecple have elected the wrong
person, who appoints Rinisters who do not know
what they are doing. 1 take this very

seriously 1ndeed.12

The same day the UNZASU executive with the exception of
Henry Chenda apologised to Milner for the insulting letter
sent to him by their President, The Vice~President was re-

ported as saying

The executive was not consulted sbout the writ-
ing of that letter. We apologise for the
embarrassment that has been caused, This letter
wae written without consideration of the
natiocnal 1nterent.13

While President Kaunda was making his statement, and the stud-~
ent executive, apart from Chanda, were meking their apology,
there were demonstrations of hostility towards the students

from UNIP supporters on the Copperbelt. The Times of fZembig
reported the following day.

In Chingola hundreds of chanting men and women
marched along the streets demanding the immed-~
iate expulsion of Mr, Henry Chanda and all
students who took part in the demonstration and
writing of the letter,

All Copperbelt UNIP regions resolved to send
delegates to present the demands to President
Kaunda, The delegates from Kitwe, Chingola,
Bancroft, Chibuluma and other regions left
yesterday afternoon for Luseka. They were ex-
pected to meet the President later in the even-
ing.

Other resolutions included: the Government
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ahould rule that those students who are expelled
are not accepted for employment anywhere in
Zanbia,

The Kitwe meeting seid some of the students hed
foreign backing and that to stop them from
going out of the country travel documents should

not be issued to thenm,

Mr. Katakwe [UNIP youth regional secretary] said
he would be carrying a spear t0 symbolise his
intention to fight foreign intrigues among
students. "We died for this freedom and we are
not going to let small stupid students spoil it,”

he said.

Mr, Paul Chapuswike, the Kitwe regional secre-
tary, said that it was "nonsense" for the stud-
ents to talk about "expatriate-written speeches
because we still need expatristes in various
forms," Even the university depended on ex-

patriates, he "1d‘Lu

In Lusaka UNIP supporters hed threatened to march on the
campus and in Ndola the regional secretary for UNIP spoke of
Chenda and 'his fellow malcontents' as being 'puffed by the
Chinese diplomats.'15 A few days later the Vice-Chancellor
announced the expulsion of Henry Chanda from the University

and the Timeg of Zemblg published sn extract from e letter of
apology written by Chanda to President Kaunda,

ont O, .

As 18 characteristic of most sections of the more privi-
leged strata of Zambian society, the students are very sensi-
tive to public criticism particularly where it concerns their
moral and sexual lives, The letter which appears to have
precipitated the clash with government sttacked the atudentd
for ignorance, laziness, unwillingness, inability to run their
own affairs without the sssistance of expatriete lecturers,
end also the following paragraph,

Immorality at the campus is on the increase.

There is & ecramble for girle sand there have
often been fist fights as a result. There
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18 no sense of academic realisation and most
students think that the university is a holi-
day resort where they have freedom to drink
excessively and attend dances every night.16

In view of the students' 'rejection' of their social background
and their assumption of a Weatern life style any criticlsm
which remotely suggests that they have not yet 'gradusted from
village life' is particulerly humiliating. Africen sexusl
habits and attitudes at the cultural level tend to be very
different from the cultursal prescriptions, though not neces-
sarily practices, of the Western world as portrayed in films
imported into anbia.17 Not surprisingly, students may be
sensitive to criticisms which suggest they fall short of
Western norms of respectabllity.

The second festure of the students of 1967 relates to
their emergence as a politicsl community, In 1967 the enrol-
ment at the University of Zambia wes some five hundred stud-
ents and a community with definite political interests was
beginning to emerge. Many of the students then enrolled had
been very active in the struggle for independence snd were unwi
ing to fall in line with the government's policy of 'student
depoliticisation'. Chenda himself it must be noted wes, at
twenty six, older than the aversge student snd had been active
in the politicel movement in Northern Province in 1961 known
as the 'cha cha cha'., He had been expelled from school as &
consequence of his inwolvement.la He too, together with his
brethren now in the ministerial ranks of government, expected
a share of power asnd the 'fruits' of independence, but he,
like every other student, was told to get on with his studies,
Another factor contributing to the intense politicisation of

Henry Chenda is his family background. One of his uncles
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(paternal) is Simon Kapwepwe then Vice-President of Zambia,
Sefell Chileahfi an eminent politician and community leader
in Zembia, the first Zambian mayor of Lusaka and holding
meny honorsry public positions is his mother's brother.l9
For more than one reason then Henry Chanda suffered from
feelings of intense politicel deprivation. HB leadership of
the demonstration and the writing of the letter must be
accounted for partially in terms of his feeling of alienation
and frustration as President of the Students' Union, His
action echoed in exsggerated form many of the sentiments of
the students as a whole, |
Chanda's response to alienation from the political arena
was to thrust his university role onto the wider society and
in this way violate the esteblished norms which constitute
the role discontinuity., An alternestive response would have
been to import his civic role into the university system and
subvert the role discontinuity "from within.,” This was
precisely the response of the previous President, also a
Zambian -~ thirty one yesr old, ex school teacher - Enoch
Chikamba, His affiliations with government were close and
therefore suspect smongst the students until eventually after
nearly folsting a national service on unwilling students
through auppoéedly behind door deslings, he was removed from
his post together with the rest of his executive, Chanda and
Chikambe responded in diemetrically opposed ways to the seme
problem, namely their isolation and exclusion from the nationsal
political arena and the overt hbatility and tension between
atudents and the rest of society. The problems faced by
Chande, Chikendba and any other Zambian President of UNZASU sre

not experienced by the non Zembian, The chances of a
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Rhodesian or South Africen of upholding the norms of behaviour
prescribed by the university and civic roles in their respect-

ive systems of action are greater than for the Zambian, sub=-

Ject to a conflicting set of pressures,

In thé wider soclety the move by the students against
Milner and then the Zambie Mpll offices was given a very hos-
tile reception, They had quite clearly moved well outside the
area where civic end university roles 1nterspct to the extent
that URIP officisls were attacking students for theirAanti—
expatriate slogens, (The seame officials who would, two years
later, be demonstrating against Chief Justice Skinner, asnd
claeiming thst the only 'good white man wes the dead cne'.zo)
The reaction of the public was predictable, but the response
of the students was less 80, In the eventuality, their sally
forth into 'forbidden territory' was followed by an equslly
haaty retreat onto "home ground.” On October 3rd the demon-
stration wes held and on October 4th Chanda handed his letter
into the Iimes of Zembig. On October S5th the remainder of the
executive apologised to Milner for the actions consummated so
far, while dissociating themselves from the letter sent and
signed by their President, Chenda did not have the support of
his executive when he needed it most, and the student body
though/it may have sympathised with the sentiments expreaséd
in the letter was not prepared to openly back their President,
While Chande persisted in vioclating prescribed student behav~
jour in the national politicsl erens, his base of support -
the student body - hed reaffirmed its willingneea to conform

to established norms and were already recanting their
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'indiscretion'. Chanda was removed and the event served to
sharply delineate and re-enforce the boundaries between civic
and university roles., This is borne out in the events of the
following two years which were characterised by relative peace
with students rarely making public statements or parteking in
denonstrations, Student politics were turned inwards and
focused on the frailties and ‘corruption' of succeeding execu-
tives led by non-Zambian Presidents., Only in 1970 were stud-
ents to emerge out of their silence and inactivity under the
leadership of Marshall Bushe, However, it is to the following
year, 1971, when again e Zambian President was electéd
together with an all Zambian executive, that the chapter next

turns,

The ostensible precipitating factor of the student demon-
stration outside the French Embassy on July 7th, 1371 was the
decision by the French government to permit the manufacture of
Mirage jet fighters on South African soil., The July 7th
demonstration had a curtain raiser on July 2nd, when a handful
of studentsa studying French handed in a protest note to the
embassy officizls, As was normal when maess demonstrstions
were to be staged, the anncuncement was not made until late in
the evening of the previous day. In response to the Secretary
Generel's demonstration proclametion over a megaphone, the
following light-hearted conversation was recorded outside one

of the halls of residence at 10 p.m, on July 6th,
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At "Whaet's this noise?"

B: "Demonstration"

At  "For what?"

B: "Ageinst the French Embgssy."

At  "Whet have they done?” [Jokingly]

B: "I don't know,"

A: "Better a demonstretion ageinst the misappro-
priation of funds. We want to buy more arms
but thsy've [UNZASU Executive] stolen our
Rnoney.,

Bt “Where are the freedom fighters?” [Reference
to Rhodesian students)

At "1'd hend them over to Smith.,"

Such was the banter between students on the eve of the demon~
stration. The Jjoviel atmosphere persisted the following morn-
ing when students assembled to begin their merch to the French
Embassy. But many students were genuinely incensed by the
latest French act of aggression, in view of the promiees of
President Pomplidou to President Kaunde, after Ksunda, in his
capacity es Chairman of O.A.U,, had been snubbed by both Nixon
and Heath,

July 7th. A short time before the demonatration moved off the
President and Vice-President of the studenta' union set out to
obtain a permit for the march from the Officer Commending,
Lusaka Division of Police, Mr, Magai. They hed sssumed that
the granting of the permit would be & mere formality but in
the event Kagal refused to grant the permit before the two
students hed received prior spproval from the Ministry of
Forelign Arrairs.21 In the technical sense the demonstration
which took place was illegal,

Over a2 thousand students marched along the Great Easi
Road into town, towards the French Embassy, which, unlike the
British High Commission, is situated in the centre of Lusakas,
The UNIP Regional Secretary was to be found shuttling students
to and fro from one end of the column to the other, mingling
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with the crowd and complaining that hed he been informed
beforehand, he would have brought out UNX# supporters to
swell the ranks of the dcnanttratora.zz When the advanced
sections of the crowd arrived in town, the pace accelerated
to a brisk march and as they turned into the road of the
enbassy the leaders were unsble to hold back the surging
sealous studenta, There was a string of some ten or fifteen
police officers at the end of the road, who were, as far as
the students were concerned, not to be trifled with, The

few who had brought stones with them unleashed them et the
Embasey building -~ already evacuated - and then rapidiy fled
back down the road up which they had coae. Recouping coursage
they staged snother assault on the Embsssy; this time they
were greeted with a series of tesr gas cannisters shot irto
thelr midast but this did not helt a further avalanch of
stones, hurled through the largely glass building in which the
Embassy was situated, The French flsg was ripped down from
the flagstaff while the police, clearly unprepsred for the
onslaught, were too few to offer any effective resistance,
The events that followed have been described as a 'running
battle between student and police', For slmost four hours
the police pursued the demonstrators around the town, firing
tear gas. cannisters indiscriminately at anything which looked
remotely like & group of students, other cannisters being
fired aimlessly into the air, and even into the public market.
Nany shoppers and pessers by were overcome by tear gas fumes
invading all corners of the town near to and distant from

the scene of the original demonstration., Fifty six people
were arrested, of which five were not students. A number of

atudents were badly beeten up by baton-wielding police and



320,

one atudent was shot in the thigh, This waas the shock revela-
tion of the day; the commanding officer, Magai, had used a
pistol in circumataences where 1t gppeared that neither hinmself
nor eny of his men were in danger, It was after this event
that students begsn to take 2 particulerly belligerent atti-
tude towards the police, who responded with renewed geal., The
police becsme increasingly uncompromising even when the
Registrer and Pro-Vice-Chancellor cesme to the scene with the
promise that the students would withdraw if they were given
the opportunity to hand in the petition to the French Embassy.
While negotiations continued between officers and th& two
representatives of the university, the police continued to
prosecute provocative action in the neighbourhood, Exploding
tear gas cannisters forced the rapid withdrewal of the Regis-
trar and Pro-Vice--Chancellor.23 The exchangees between police
and students fizzled out in the early afternoon. In the even-
ing the fifty six srrested during the day were released on
police bond by the Vice-Chancellor, Numba, the student who
had been shot, was being opereted on in hospitel., A medical
student witnessed the removal of the bullet lodged in Mumba's
buttocks.

A number of peculiar features explain the behaviour of
the police, First the demonstration wes illegal, a fact which
the prees until very much later conveniently omitted to men-
tion, Whatever the reasons the students had not been given
a permit, Second the police were quite clearly unprepared for
the demonstration, They hsd noi alerted sufficient numbers
of men to form a cordon around the Embassy to ensure that the
demonstration did not erupt into & vioclent riot, When the
students arrived at the Embassy it was to all intents and
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purposes undefended, Third, the police trained under a
colonial administration to enforce 'law and order' were un-
sure of their role in the case of a student demonstration in
support of government, Before 1ndspandanog they had only
been confronted with demonstrations opposed to the colonial
government and their role in such instances was clear, Their
role in a pro-government student denonattation becomes even
more ambiguous when private property is being seriously
damaged, since officially the government is supposed to offer
protection through its police force to all foreign embsasies,
Fourthly demonstraticns, spart from those organised by UNIP,
do not occur frequently and the police, unaccustomed to deal-
ing with student demonstrations, have not learnt how to deal
with them effectively. Finally, snd this may explain some of
the excesses perpetrsted asgainst the students, there is the
resentment which exists between the police and the students,

As & Jundasy Times correspondent wrote,

In previous demcnstrations notably the "high court
case" which resulted in the resignation of the
then Chief Justice, James S8Skinner, the police
acted with remarksble restraint, That the demon=-
stration at the high court was by members of the
Zambia Youth Service seems irrelevant,

But on a higher level, the difference ias worth
considering., Is it possible that the attitude of
the police towards the student is psychologically
that of an ill-educated man towards the so-called
*high-brow?" 1s it not possible that the police
even unconaciously, act against the students be-
casuse they (the police) never had a chance to go
to univeraity?zu

The action taken by the Zambian police against the Zambian

students is typical of that of bolice action towards students
the world over and therefore the generalised resentment smongst
the population for students everywhere has greaster explanatory

powers than the reasons specific to the Zambisn situation,
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July 8th. The national press could have hardly given s more
propitious tribute toc the students and hostile reception to
the police action. The front page headlines in the Iimes of
Zapbig read "Battle of Lusaka: Students Storm Embaaay”25 with
photographs of police firing tear gas cannisters. The editor-
ial, while sgreeing that the use of tear gas was 'the accepted
and traditional sntidote to any such demonstration', saw the
use of firearms and the presence of 'rifle wielding policemen'
as & dangerous and unwarranted development, The editorial
ends by bending over backwards in support of the students,

We believe that their show of indignation at the
French action is shared not only by the Cabinet,
but by many citisens of this country, 1t seeams,
therefore, that our policemen are either unin-
formed about Government political thinking on
the internal front - or that they don't really
care about the aspiraticne of the Government and
people,

For had they acted in accordance with Government
sentiments, we would not have witneased the
shameful clash yeaterdays which we can only des-
cribe as "a police riot,

In retrospect, it appears to us that whenever
students in Zambia express their feelings over
certasin issues, the police mske it well-nigh
impossible for them even to hand over s petition
to the authorities concerned,

Politicelly end physically our policemen need
some re-educaticn in the best way to handle an
innocent demonstration by unarmed stndents.26

The Daily Meil, more often than not belligerent towards the
students, led their front page with "Student Shot in Jets
Proteat", pictures of angry policemen arguing, others aggres-
sively manhandling defenceless students with batons raised, and
@ picture of Mumba lying out prostrate.27 In the rirst’halr

of its editorial, the Mgil concentrates on the imperiaslistic
and aggreesive policies of the French government., The second

half, agreed with the Times in concluding that much of the
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violence perpetrated by the police was unnecessary and 'the
whole performance of the police from the beginning up to the
end left much to be desirea’.Zd

The Regional Secretary of UNIP for Lusaka region
announced thet UNIP would conduct its own demonstration, UNIP'
Lusaka office attacked the police sction as "un-Zambisn, un-
UR1P, un~Humanistic and very unlike the way the police should
protect people.” The Party also ennounced that it fully sup-
ported the student's demand for the sacking of Magai whom the
Regionel Secretary accused of acting "like a pernonalArepres-
entative of Pompidou in Zembia",2d |

Jubilation at their morasl victory hung over the univer- .
sity campus. Lectures were caencelled as students prepared to
stage & demonstration of sympathy for the fifty one students
arrested the previocus day and due to be charged in Lusaka
Magistrates Court, However, the arrested students never
reached the court; when they arrived at the police station
they underwent what emounted to an identification parade and
seven had their bonds renewed for their appearance before the
magistrate the following week, When the assembled crowd out-
silde the Magistrates Court heard the news, some turned to &0
home but & small group barred their colleagues from entering
the buses and urged them to march to the Government Secretariat
half a mile sway to demand a public audience with the Minister
of Home Affairs, Mr. Lewis Changufu., The idea received an
enthuslastic endorsement and about eight hundred students moved
into the grounds outside the Secretariat, There they patiently
waited the outcome of negotiations for the appearance of the
Minister, Unbeknown to most students lorry loads of police
armed in riot kit were lying in wait behind the Secretariat,
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But the protest was peaceful and relaxed. After approximately

an hour the Vice-Chancellor himself made an appesrance and he
was cheered as he moved through the crowd onto the roof of a
landrover which had been turned into a speaker's platform, It
seemed as though he had been called by some one in government
to remove 'his students’ from the Secretariat. He told the
gathering that he had been sssured that they were only going
to attend the proceedings at the law courts snd was surprised
to find ihem at the Secretariat, clamouring for the Minister
of Home Affairs. He suggested that they consider carefully
before they take any action and that scticn taken on impulse
was not always in their best interesta, He further urged
them to draw up a petition, to work through their executive,
and to return to campus for lunch, The students began shout-
ing at him to stand down which he was eventually forced to do
and an snnoyed student - Nundia Sikatsna - rose to eddress
the studente, He thanked Professor Goma for obtalning the
relsase of the detsined students the previous evening (great
applause) and also for his advice,

#e all understand your position and recognise that

you a8 our Vice-Chencellor have earned your posi-

tion through merit., But this is a very serious

issue which cannot be left unresolved, At the same

time we must pledge to Professor Gomae that we are
here on peaceful grounds that this is & non-violent

meeting, We must also thank the press; the
because it always reports the truth, the ul%fiﬂﬂl
because us a government paper its condemnaticn of
its own police suggests how brutal they must have
been, iie must all stick around here until some-

one comes out end is prepared to talk to us, We
heve been preparing a petition on your behalf....so

The petition, after condemning the violence perpetrated by
- the police the previcus day, particularly the use of s fiream,
included the following points: thet the government meke






